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LETTER!. 

^*HE inaufpiiciaas reign of ChairiciS the'Firft 
commenced in the year fixteen hundred and 
twenty five, 

Upqk his acc^on, he found himfelf involved in 
A war !vyith Spam and engaged in hoftili ties with th(S 
houjieof Auftfia for the recovery of the palatinate. 
The temper of his firft pariiamenr, fufpicious of hia 
iindpfiftitutiona} dcfigns, with refpefik to the liberties 
f^ the nation, was lilceiy to encreafe his difficulties. 
Encouraged by thefe circumftances and by a buH 
^ddrejlfcd to them by Pope Urban, in which he 
ftrongly diffuaded them from taking the oath of fu- 
pr^eipi^y, the Roman Catholics of Ireland flattered 
theapfeives wifh the hope that more agr^eabie prb- 
i4)eAs were about to open to theit View.' Lord 
Fdkland, who was continued in the gcwrernmerit^ 
and the council, having penetrated Jheir fentimeats, 
bec^Hie weafy that the military ftrengthof the ktng>* 

A % ^» 



4 THE HISTORY 

dom was fo inconfiderablei In confequence of their 
reprefen rations, his Majefty encreafrd the army to 
five thoufand foot and five hundred horfe. To de- 
fray this additional expence, no conftitutional provi- 
fion h^d been made. Charles had recourfe to an 
^fy and a fimple method of obviating this difficul- 
t%. Supplying the place of law by a ftretch of pre- 
rogative, he quartered his troops on the people 
whom he obliged to fupply them, not only with 
lodging, but with money and other neceflaries. The 
Catholics refolving to avail themfelves of the King's 
prefent fituation made him an ofF^r of a hundred and 
twenty thoufand pounds to be paid in three years, 
provided he extended to them the benefit of certain 
graces which they fpecified. Charles, though all 
denominations of Proteftants warmly oppofed the 
meafure, complied with the propofal and tranfmit- 
ted the graces to Lord Falkland and the council, en- 
gaging, under- the royal fignet, that they ftiould be 
confirmed in the enfuing parliament. 

The principal of the graces wrre, that his Majefty's 
claim to any lands in Ireland (hould not extend far- 
ther back than to fixty years; that recufants who 
held of the crown (hould be permitted to fue their 
liveries, oufter le main and other grants in the court 
pf wards j that their lawyers (hould be permitted to 
plead at the bar upon taking an oath, inftead of the 
oath of fupremacy, that they acknowleged and 
would defend Charles as their lawful King ; that the 
people of Connaught who had furrendered their 
lands and whofe patents had paflfed the great feal, 
but through the negledk of an officer of the court, not 
enrolled, and therefore fubjedt to forfeit^irc, (hould 
t)e. allowed to enrol them and exempted from all fu- 
ture claims; that the exaftrons and outrages of the 
foldiers were to be .rcftrained and that perfons ob-» 
*.. ■ noxious 
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noxious to law were not to be protddked ; that the 
fees of the King's officers a Ad the power of the court 
of wards were to be limited within proper bounds. 
That no pretended privilege (hould exempt ecdefi- 
aftical lands from contributing to the fupport of go- 
vernment. That the demands of the reformed 
clergy were to be duly reftrained and regulated. 
Thefe and the other graces, too numerous to fpeci* 
fy, though purchafed at fo expcnfive a rate, were 
quite equitable in themfelves and calculated for the 
relief of the fubjedt. But the iandion of the parlia- 
ment was wanting to give them due force and effica- 
cy, which, feemingly with thfp vi^^i^, wa^ fummoned 
to meet upon the third of Noveimber following. But 
the caufes and confideratipns, as enjoined by law, . 
had not been previqufly tranftnitted. This omiffion^ 
was urged and the parliament did not aflemble.. . In 
the charaAer of, Charles, difmgcnutty was a leading 
feature. He gaveorders that the parliament/ftiould 
be convened •, t\A^ in appearance^ difcovered a dif- 
pofitioA to pleafe the recufant^. A necefTary form 
was omitted which defeated that defign ; this grati- 
fied the' oppofite party. Thu? the graces were to 
reft upon the King's unconftitutiona) pHrerogative. 

Mean while the recufants, determined to fulfil 
their part of the agreement with th^ King,, were ac- 
tive in their endeavours to raife the promifed fubfi- 
dy. Pleafed with this proof of their loyalty and fo^ 
licitous to engage their affiftance in carrying into ex- 
ecution the defigns which he had formed againft the 
liberties of his Englifh fubjeftsj he gave inftniftiona 
not to enforce with feverity the penal Jftatutes. : FaHe- 
land chearfully obeyed an injundiionfo agreeable to 
his own gentle, benevoknt difpofttioas. But; though 
the Deputy was benevolent, policy, which often 
warps the mmd from the ingfsauous ^4 honourable 
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€ rut HISTORY 

path df rcditude, p[r6vaifed wltti him to puMfh t 
proclamitiort forbkidlng the Romaft Catholic ctergy 
to exereife their feligioit in the open and pttbHc man- 
ner to which they had been encouraged by (he indul- 
gence of' goyeriittient. fFhife proelamatidh oecjifioned 
by the complaints of zealous, indifcreet Proteftants, 
was not enforced, yet it oecafioned difconteiit in the 
tninds of a number of the Popift party- I^fcorltenf 
produced cortiplaints of Falkkrtd, in refpeifl to tWs 
. > and other meafures of government. He wasr 
- ' recalled ; and foehard larl 6fCotk and Lord 
Vifcount Ely were appeinted, in the capacity df 
lords juftices, his fucddfors. 
rit the Roman Gatholics w^rc diffatisfied with the 
late Deputy^ they had now much Mote caufe ta 
complaift. ^he laws agaiiift them were executed, 
by the hew governors, wilh fe verity. As aft in* 
ibnce of which, they ordered Saint Fatfick*s putga* 
tbry, iituated in a frtlaJl illand of Lough Def^ andl^ 
held in -great veneration by the Gatholics, to be dug 
up and totally effaced. It was ati ^dt of linmarily in- 
tolerant bigotry, inconfiftent with the benign ipirit 
of the Gofpel and with the dictates of all the kind 
feelings of the heart. When his Majefty became 
acquainted with them, the fords juices were drderedi 
to defift from thefe proceedings. 

Adieu* 

< 

LETTER II. 

^TT^HE time of paying the laft proportion of the 

X fubfidy was now at hand. iSo fnany were the. 

wants <5f governnilerit that a new fubfidy was necef- 

■^ iary. It was demanded^ but the Roman 

^ ' Catholics, whofe grievanc^es, hotwithfiartding 

his Majeftyls pdHtive ctigagenient^ had been very 

1 partially 
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partially redrcflcd, reftifed to comply- The King 
cteclared, that, if they continued obftinatc, the gta- 
cies (hould be entirely withdrawn* In confcqiichce, 
twenty thoufand pounds Were udded to the former 
cbhtribution, to be paid in four feparate proportions. 

Charles perceiving the cfifficulties in which Ms 
^E&its were likely tD be Invohred and that it would 
be of nfiuch irtiportance to his intcreft were the go- 
vernment of Ireland under the direction of a man of 
abilities and on whofe principles he could entirely 
ctepend, had fbme time before committed that of- 
fice to Thomas Lord Vifcount Wehtworth, Amohg 
the friends of liberty and their country in that diflin- 
guiflied age Wentworth had been confpicuous in his 
oppofitibh tb the unconflitutiondl mbaftires of 
Charles. But totally d<iftitute of thdt noble principle, 
which raifi^s the mind above felfilh views where the 
public intet^ft is cdncerned, he a6ted this part^ to 
give hinifelf confecjoente with goveriimcnt to which 
he looked up for the gratification df his vanity and 
ambition, the predominant piafSons of his h^rt» 
Whenever he had fo far gained his point as to be ta- 
ken notice of by the King, he threw off the mallk, 
deferted his old friends and enlifted in the fervice of 
miniilry * In reward of his proftltiition, he was made; 
prefident of York, received other proofs of the kind- 
nefs of governmfent, and, ^ a higher inarfc of rdyal 
fevour, was made Deputy of Ireland. He wias 
fworh into office the twenty fifth of July fixteen 
hundred and thirty three. 

NfevER ^vfts the Irilh nation ruled by a governor 
fo artfol^ fo haughty and tyranrtical. That Ireland 
was a cbnqtwfred isotntry, that with refped to the 
I^Vifeges it enjoyed, it was altogether dependent on 
Sngland^ were the ideas which he entertained of this 
kingdom* His ideas and the princi{)les on which he 

determined 
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determined to aft, foon appeared' very confpicu-^ 
oufly. In his treatment of the council, he affumcd a 
ftately dignity and an infolent demeanour to which 
they had beerl little accuflomed. 

The calling of a parliament, a meafure to which, 
the defpotic principles of Charles made him very 
averfe in both kingdorhs, became qiiite neceffary in 
Ireland '■ to procure fupplies and fettle ' them on a 
more permanent foundation. 

This meafure being determined, Went worth 
took every ftep to render it conducive to the wi flies 
of his Majefty. It had been ufual with the Deputy 
to fummon the lords of the pale to council that they 
might have an opportunity of giving their advice 
with refpedt to the time proper for the meeting of. 
parliament and the bufmefs to be tranfafted in, it. 
To this cuftom, which was friendly to the liberties 
of the nation, Wentworth paid no regard. 

The council on meeting to confidei* of the bill* 
to be tranfmitted, wilhcd that certain bills, agreea- 
ble to the defires of the people and conducive to the 
public welfare, fliould. accompany the. bi}l of fubfidy^ 
and that the fum to be granted (hould be fuch as the 
country could blear and be particularly fpecified.. 
*' Your fole objed^!' replied the imperious Went- 
worth, " muft be to pleafe the King 9 I will admit of 
no bargain, thefubfidy bill muft be tranfmitted with 
a blank to be filled up by his Majefty, at pleafure 9 
if the parliament does not comply with his Majefty*g 
defires, I will obey him fhould he order me to put 
myfelf at the head of the army and there either die 
or force the people to do what is fit and reafonable.** 
The council were aftonifhed^ but inftead of being 
roufed into indignation by language detcftable in ^ 
free country and which no man could ufebut the 
fervile minion of a defpotj^ they tamely fubmit ted. 

Great 
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Great pains having been taken, and with fuc- 
cefs, to procure a niajority in favour of government, 
the parliament affembled. In his fpeech to it, the 
Deputy, to prevent any fchemcs from being laid by 
oppofition, with a view to fruftrate the wiihes of the 
court, exprefled himfelf in the following very extra- 
ordinary manner, " You muft have no private meet- 
ings ; this, in the King's name, I muft forbid, and 
am ordered to punifh with a fevere and a heavy hand.** 
From his own letters, this appears to have been per- 
fedlly agreeable to bis Majefty's inftruAions, Sir 
Robert Talbot ventured to make fome remarks on 
the condu6t of Wentworth, for which he was expel- 
ed from the houfe of commons and imprifoncd. 
Six fubfidies were granted, which, including the whole 
affeflhient on the lords, commons, and clergy^ 
"^mounted to the enormous fum of three hundred 
thoufand pounds. The objeft of the Deputy ^ 
in burthening this country with a preflure fo ^ 
much beyond what it was able to bear, was not 
merely to fupply the wants of the Irifli government ; 
he defired ^Ifo to be furnifhed with the means of af- 
fifting his Majeily in executing the defigns which he 
had forrned ^gainft the liberties of his Engliih fub* 
jefts. 

Noticing of any confequence was done in the 
lower houfe concerning the complaints of the nation. 
Thofe rights of the people of which they were the 
delegated guardians, feemed to have been to the 
members of it an object of no importance. 

The lords' difcovered a very different fpirif; 
They fpoke much of the King's promife with refpedl 
to the graces, they loudly complained of public grie- 
vances, they even, proceeded to frame certain bills, 
in behalf of the public good, in orde^- to their being 
tranfmittgd to England. As this was dope, in con- 

tradidion 
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tradition to Poyningis' Statute, tlic lords having no 
power, in tht firft inftance, but that of rifnbfiftrat- 
ing to the Deputy and council vtrith r^fpe€l to fueh 
points as they wiftied ftiouW ht paflfed info a law, 
Wentwprth entered his proteft agaittft thfe meifatt. 

Farewill, 

LETTER IIL 

IT had been fettled betwixt Charts and the De- 
puty that there ftibuld be two feffions of the pre- 
fent parliar^eitt anci that in the beginning of the firft 
the aft t)f fubftdy fh^Id be pafled. To procure 
money Was the defign for which the parlranleitt had 
been conirencd, and by complying with it previous 
to the confideration of grieirances, they gave ttp the 
<:)nly pov;rer, by the prudent cxercife of which, the 
redrefs of them could be atcompliftied. -Bat twt- 
withftanding, th^re was a diflSculty in the matter 
which it was neceftary to obviate to faye the charac- 
ter of the King from feverie deflexions. It has been 
related that to procure a confiderabfe ftim from the 
recufants, his Majefty had engaged, under thfe royal 
fignet, that the graces which they defired (hould be 
confirmed by parliament. Charles faw that fome of 
the graces were inconfiftfent with his intereft and 
though he did not fcrupte to promote his felflfh de- 
figns, at the ejfpence of fmcerity, he had difficulty 
in breaking an obligation of ifo very particular a na- 
ture. To folve his doubts, Wentworth obferved ; 
that by Poynings* Law, he and the council were em- 
powered to tranfmit or to fupprfefs bills, at pleafure, 
that thofe of them proper to be fent over might be 
tranfmit ted, the pafling of which into laws would re- 
dound to his Majefty "s honor ; that fuch of them as 
were not conducive to his intereft could be fuppref- 

fed. 
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Cd^'fhe odrmh of which he wcfuld tefcc entirely on 
Hmfelf and be it(pon(\h\e for the confequences. In 
this mean fiibterfiige, Vith which they were furnifhcd 
by Poynitigs- Law, that inftrament of dc^xrtifin and 
di^ract to the Irifli conftitution, Charles acqui- 
efced The matter being thus fettled, the parlta- 
raent met on the fourth of November to which it had 
been prorogued. Upon the fubjctft of the graces 
being introduced^ he told the members that the fa- 
vours promifed by government were not to be confi- 
der ed as abfolute ; that they depended upon particu- 
lar times and clrcumftances. With refpeft to the twq 
j^rincipal points, the granting of which was inconfift- 
ent with the rapacious intentions of the crown, as 
will affterwards more particularly app)ear, he dented 
that the King'S 'title, upon enquiry into claims relat- 
ing to the paft, (hould be limited to fixty years, nor 
would he permit the furrender of the eftates in Cort- 
naught to be enroled and new patents to be made 
out for the fecurity of the poflfeffors. 
" A I.AW was parted to regulate the inheritance of 
eftates, and another to reftore the clergy to pofleffir 
pns of which they had been unjiiftly deprived ^nd to 
prevent alienations in future. Some other bills de- 
fired by government were defeated by the recufants. 
But Wentwqrth eftablilhed them by an a£l of pre- 
togative. 

Iw the time of Edward the Firft, the crown 
granted to this country the privilege of a mint, from 
which '^ faving of feveral thoufand pounds was deri^ 
Ved to the nation. But this advantage was loft du- 
ring the confufion of the times which followed. The 
lords and commons npw united in a petition to thci 
King \o re-eftablirti it, but his Majefty, indifferent 
^ the welfare of Ireland,^ did not chofe to comply 
' with their requell, *' ' * 
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Agreeably to a late ad, Wentworth made 
ftridt enquiry with refpedt to thofe who had aUenated 
lands from the church- By his exertions, the cletgy 
recovered property of which they had been depriv- 
ed, to a very confiderable amount. Many of the 
clergy continued fhanaefully ignorant, churches had 
fallen to ruins and there was a great deficiency of 
Proteftant fchools* Thefc evils he took much pain» 
to redify- 

Another point refpeding refigion engaged his 
attention. The facred and unalienable right of prir^ 
vate judgment, a right founded in reafon, in confci- 
cnce and the holy fcriptures, juftified Proteftants in 
leparating from the Church of Rome. But fcarcety 
bad the reformers extricated themfelves from th©. 
fhackles of huraap authority, when numbers of them^- 
contrary to this privilege and in dired violence to 
the principles of the reforitiatton, affumed apowcr 
Qf didating to their fellow Proteftants, in matters 
relating to faith and the modes of religion. This, 
irfurped claim had been very predominant in ^^g- 
land. In Ireland, among other inftances of this 
kind,^ a confeffion of faith, under the fanrdron oC. 
convocation, had, in the year fixteen hundred and fif- 
teen, been drawn up by Archbilhop Ufher conform- 
able, in a great meafure, to the dodrines, the difci- 
pline and form of v/orfhip adopted by Calvin. Thia 
had been eftablifhed by authority, and continued to 
the prefent time. There was nothing which Charles 
defired with more anxiety, than to eftablifh a per- 
fed uniformity of religion in all, his dominions. In 
conformity to his Majefty*s pleafure and his .own ar- 
bitrary difpofition, the Deputy refolved to accom- 
plilTi this point in Ireland. Wjith this view, he or- 
dered the convoca^tion to frame a fet of articles for 
governing the church in points of belief^ of difei-r 

pline. 
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plme, ^nd worfhip, fimilar to thofe which had been 
adopted in England. The lower houfe, into which 
the bufinefs was firft introduced, proceeded with it 
in the manner that to them feemed bell, rejecting 
thofe of the Englifh articles which they did not ap- 
prove. Wentworth was highly offended ; cenfured 
them ftverely for prefuming to determine upon a 
matter of which he did not confider them to be com- 
petent judges, drew up himfelf a code a^moft ftritSl^ 
ly conformable to the Englifh articles, forced it by 
his authority . through both houfes of convocation, 
and tranfmitted it to obtain the fandtion of the legif- 
lature. He concludes a letter to Laud, in which he 
gave him an account of his tyrannical proceedings 
on this occafion, with this decent boaft, " So now I 
can fay that the King is as abfolutc here as any 
prince can be." 

To fupport this meafure, to determine as the der- 
nier refort, and to punifli ecclcfiaftical offences, and 
et the fame time, to put fome money into his Ma- 
jefty's coffers by the impofition of fines, a high com- 
miffion court, with powers fimilar to that of Eng- 
land, was eftabliftied in Dublin. The principles of 
this inftitution, the powers with which it was invert- 
ed, and the mode of it's proceedings were, in a high 
degree, arbitrary and unconftitutional. 

Though the divine fpirit of charity and mutual 
indulgence fo warmly recommended in the Gofpel, 
had not by any means, as it ought, influenced the 
principles or the conduct of Proteftants, the aft con- 
cerning uniformity, mentioned above, favoured 
much more of intolerance than any meafure refpeit- 
kig the different fe<5ts who had embraced the refor- 
mation, which, for fome time paft, had been adopted 
by government. In particular, ^from the time that 
the Prelbyterians ^w^l-e encourageci to fettle in Ulr 

fter 
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iler by James the Firft^ the form being, made agrees 
able to them, they xeceived ordination from Inihops 
as Prefby ters, they were excufed from theufe^^thc 
liturgy, they fat in council with the bifhops upon 
matiters of common concern, fome of them were 
even members of the late convocation v nor were 
they, though non^KX)nfornufi8, exclude4 from the 
churches and tythes until fpnie time after the pre- 
fent period* 

Farewell. 



LETTER IV. 

g\^ the many bleffings by which Heaven has dif- 
V-/ tiriguilhed our country, you know it is re- 
markable for rich paftures. Hence, among other 
articles of commerce, an abundance of wool, of a re- 
markable quality, forms a principal branch of the 
ftaplcof the kingdom. Wentworth, in violation of 
our commercial rights and in prejudice to the na^ 
tional intereft, to beiidfit the Britifli woollen manu- 
fai&\H€^ prohibited the exportation of wool even to 
Englafid, without a licenfe, which Charles had em- 
powered his -deputy to fell, and which brought in a 
large emolument. Another meafure propofed by 
government,, which the Deputy ftrenuoufly patro- 
nized, : was to give his Majefty, in this country, an 
exclufive monopoly of fak. 

Besides that mentioned, a great obje^ of thefc 
political fcbemes was to eacreafe our fubjedtion to 
England, by making us depetndes^t <m it -for the 
common neceflkries of life. " Howv" fay3 Went-- 
worth, in a letter on this fubjedt, '* IhaU they ho 
able to depart from us without nakedness md beg* 
%z,xyV\ He might have added, /witbput pcuifliing; 

as 
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as fait was a mean of life, without which we cpuld 
not pdTibly fubfift. By fuch exertions of tyranny, 
did defpat* endeavour to deftroy the rights of Irifti- 
men. But fcarcely any man is fo. perverted as not 
to do gpbd, when by a€tiag otherwife he can gratify 
no criminai defire or felfilh paflion. A$ our foil was 
favounJ>le to the growth of flax, the working of 
whi^h in cloth, was not, to England, an objed of 
competition, the Deputy took pains to promote the 
Iri(h linen manufadure* He encouraged the inv» 
portation of flaxfeed from HcJfand, fet (»ur^omen 
to fpin^ eredted looms and feat for perfons ikilled in 
the hufinefs from other counlriesi By thefe means, 
the fiwindaticm of a manu&<aure was laid, which, at 
an after period, fo confiderably encreafed, particu^ 
lariy in the North, as ta be of the greateftconfe* 
queuQC to the welfare of the kingdom. 

I A M now to give you an account of a fliameful^ 
tranfedtiQH :-^^Upon a compofiticMi with Q^eenEIiza^t 
beth, the people of Ccmnaught had agreed to become 
fubjefts of the crown. Indentures were : duly exe- 
cuted, but, from the confufidn of the times, their 
lands were not furr ender cd until the foUowtng reign. 
Unfortunately for them, the officer^ as has been 
mentioned, employed to enrol them neglefted to do 
it. James,, moft hafely, refolved to take advantage 
of the omiffion, and, had he not been prevented by 
death, would: have proceeded to feize their lands 
and convert them into an Englifh colony. 

Crari.£s, now, determined, to. execute this 
fcheme, in direct violation of his word, as the un- 
difturbed poflfelfipn of the eflatcs in- that' province 
was one of the- gr^ieies which he had promifed, and 
en^iged to fecure by the fanftion of patliiamient. 

A COMMISSION of enqjuiry being iffued, the De^ 
puty, in defiance of common decency, fet out in per- 

fon^ 
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fon, upon this fhameful undertaking. By oVeruI- 
^ ing influence, by cajoling and other fcandal- 
ous arts, the juries were either awed or pre- 
vailed with to find for the King in the counties of 
Leitrim, Mayo and Rofcommon. But the juries of 
Galway, fup6rte4 by their lawyers and encouraged 
by the prote<Stion of their governor, the Earl of Clan- 
ricarde, brought in their verdidts in oppofition to the 
claims of the crown. Wentworth enraged at this 
difappointment, punifhed them and the (heriffs, with 
imprifonment and a heavy fine. Not contented with 
this, he compelled them, on their knees and in open 
court to confefs the crime they had committed, a 
crime which confifted in their prefuming to do juf- 
tice, in obedience to the diftates of their confcience, 
and that in a matter wherein the property, the all 
of multitudes was concerned. So violent was the 
oppofition made to this plantation, that government, 
fome time after diflblved the commiflion and dropt 
all thoughts of proceeding with it. 

Grievous complaints were made in England of 
Wentworth's unjuft adminiftration. But he defpifed 
them. Intoxicated with power, the gratifications of 
which highly delighted his pride, his vanity and am* 
bition, he determined to perfevere in a courfe which 
was too violent, even in the opinion of the arbitrary 
Laud. 

As the nation, at large, fmarted under the pref- 
fure of his haughty and imperious government, in- 
dividuals did not efcape the fcourge of his oppref- 
fion. In a particular manner, his riioft indecent and 
unjuft treatment of Sir Piers Crofby, of the Earl of 
^ r Kildare, of Lord Mountnorris, and the Chan- 
cellor, rendered him exceedingly obnoxious. 
But the zeal with which he entered into, and pro- 
moted 
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xnoted the views of the King, rendered him fccure 
againft every complaint, whether of a public or a 
private nature. 

Not difcouraged with the difficulties he had en- 
countered, in the bufmcfs of the Connaught plantati- 
on, in Auguft fixteen hundred and thirty feven, he 
proceeded to eftablifti his Majefty's claim to the ' 
lands of Clare, and thaf part of Ormond which lay in 
the county of Limerick. The people afraid of the 
confcquence of refiilance^ Submitted, and the title of 
the crown was recognifcd. But adventurers were 
unwilling to engage, and the fettlement made, little 
progrefs, 

Adieu« 

LETTER V. 

THE fame fpirit which he had difcovered with 
refpedt to this country, prompted Charles to 
introduce epifcopacy into Scotland. Inftead of gen* 
tie means, he endeavoured to force the meafure by a 
ftretch of authority. Animated by a laudable zeal^ 
in fupport of the rights of confcience, the Scots, with 
determined firmnefs, oppofcd the attempt, and the 
more effectually to defeat it, drew up, fuWcribed, and 
publifhed the folemn league and covenant. Went* 
worth, alarmed by the apprehenfion that the Prelby- 
terians of Ulfter, conncdied with Scotland their pa** 
rent ftate, by the fame form of religion, and by a 
conftant intercourfe, would follow it's example, in- 
filled upon their fwearing to an engagement, difap- 
proving of the conduft of the covenanters, and ex» 
preflivt of their duty and allegiance to the King, 
Thofe who refufed the oath felt the fevoreft eiFe6t$ 
of his difpleafure. 

Vot* IL B Mr 



t8 the history 

By the Govefiant^ ^he Scots being imk«d m the 
common <:aufe, took up arms in defence of it. The 
danger to which Charles was now expofed by his 
piecipitatc cohdu^ft, roufed the £)eputy to the moft 
vigofous exertioiis in -his behalf. He remitted t© 
hxtty^ from the revenue of Irdand, tWrty thoufand 
f)ouads, and fent over to his alliance five hundred 
jmen. To keep the Scots in awe, he mardied the 
army to the^Morth^ where, by his vigilance, he difco^ 
vered a plot to deliver up the calUe of Carrickfergut 
to the £arl trf Argyle. 

Fjrou. another quarter, Charles was encouraged 
to entertain hopes of afliftance. In, the late reign, 
Rahcfel Mac Donnel, upon his fubmiflion to govern- 
ment, received a grant of the extenfive diftrift of 
Rout, was created Vifcount Dunluce and Earl of An- 
trim. His fon, a man of weak underftanding, but 
ivain of his title, idf his fortune, and of the honor and 
connexions he had acquired, by marrying the Dutchefs 
Dowager of Buckingham, and ftiU more vain of his 
fuppofed confequence in Ireland propofed, with the 
King's permiffion, to faife in this cauatry a body of 
men, which, in the prefent emergence would dm 
him cffeAual fervice. His offer was accepted by the 
King. In confequence, the Earl came over to lie- 
land, and began to recruit among the clans of Ulfter, 
and the Mac Donalds of the Ifles, but an accommo- 
dation with the Scots was concluded, before he had 
taken any effedual fteps, towards the accompliih- 
* ment of his foolilh undertaking. 

Up^ojf the pacification with the Scots, the King 
had difbanded his army, whilft they, fufpedting hi$ 
linceHty, had kept theirs together. Tiiey foon 
feraiid it neceffary to recommence hoftilities. At the 
fame ti.me, the parliament and many of the people 
ofJEngland were greatly difcontcntcd with Charles's 

repeated 



OF IRELAND. 19 

^repeated infringement ^ their liberties. Another 
,army muft be raifed to fupport his caufe, and he 
•vaatcd the means. In this difficulty, he looked to 
Wentworth for aid, and to engage him to e;xert 
fcimfelf with more activity in his eaufe, gave him 
the title of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, created him 
Earl of Strafford, and made him a Knight of the 
Garter. 

Having caHed him over to England, toconfult 
with him in refpcdl to the meafures moft propejr t^ 
be tsfiken^ by his advice, the King was pxevaijed 
with, to convene the parliament of both Idngdoms, 
as the ea.(kA and moft popular expedient for prociur- 
iQg a fupply for his neceffities. 

The Iri'fli parliament met the fixteenth of March 
fixteen hundred and forty, in whidh the members fa- 
vourable to die intereft of the crown, were pretty nu- 
merous. Four fubfidies were granted, and a declarati- 
on mad^, tliat they would give vafliy moje liberal aic^ 
if his Majelfty's fituation fhould render it necefljiry. 
Having performed the fervices to the King, the Lord 
Lieutenant returned to England, to aid the King with 
Ms influence, at the meeting of parliamr ijt. In jji 
ftiort time, the adtive zeal of the King's friends here^ 
muftered an army of eight thoufand foot^ and a thou- 
fend horfe. But, in raifing the mpney peceffary tp 
pay them, unexpected difficulties arofe. 

Upon attempts being made to colle<ft the firft 
proportion of the fubfidies, the people, confidering 
them as an unreafonable impofition, and diflatisfi.ed 
with the fervice to which they were to be applied, 
in generd, refufed to comply. The influen.ce df the 
puritans encreafed, who were certainly the beft friends 
of the conftitution, and who took painff to enc;"eafe 
the public difcontents. [Recufants were urged to coa- 
fji[k their own intereft by exerting themfelves, on the 

3B z prefcnt 
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prcfent occafion, in oppofing the mcafures of govern- 
ment. Charlfcs had convened the Englifli parliament, 
rcfufed to redrefs the grievances of which it com- 
plained, and diflblved it. This new proof of his des- 
potic intentions, increafed the diflatisfadion of both 
kingdoms. 

Adieu. 

LETTER VI. 

TH E fecond feffion of the Irifli parliament wa« 
of a complexion very different from that of the 
firft. During the interval, the members had time t# 
refledk upon their conduft, faw how very unpopular 
it had been> and how prejudicial to the public inte- 
reft. The example of the Englifh parliament taught 
them to be afliamed of the principles on which they 
had afted, nor was Strafford in the kingdom to di- 
reft their proceedings by his overuling influence. 
They now determined to behave with fpirit. Ac- 
cordingly, it was their firft bufinefs to confider the 
grievances by which the nation had been fo long op- 
preffed. Complaints were not the only means which 
they ufed for their redrefs ; they prefented a remon- 
ftrance on the fubjedl to Wandesford, who had been 
appointed deputy by Strafford during his abfence. 
They complained, that the fubfidies granted in the 
former feffion, were exorbitant, afferted the pre- 
cedent to be dangerous, declared that only the firft 
fubfidy fliould be levied, and, with rcfped to the 
reft, determined, that they (hould be reduced to a 
fum proportionable to the abilities of the people. 

The third feffion dicovered ftill more diffatisfadti- 
on. They refolved, with refpeft to the fubfidies 
already voted, and to all future affeffments, that no 
eftate, real or perfonal, ftiould be taxed in a fum 

exceeding 
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exceeding the tenth part of it's value. This refolu- 
tion was fo very ofFenfive to the King, that by one 
of thofe violent ftretches of prerogative, by which 
his government was peculiarly diftinguifhed, he 
commanded it to be torn from the journals. But 
they were about to give a convincing proof that they 
were not to be intimidated. 

The friends of liberty in both countries now re- 
folved, that the demerits of Strafford (hould no longer 
efcape punilhment. Ireland had been a principal 
fcene of his iniquities, here it was determined that 
the charge againft him (hould originate. 

A REMONSTRANCE, fctting forth his mifcondu A 
in this country, was prefented to parliament, which, 
among other particulars, ccmplftined, that under 
his government, exorbitant duties had been impofed 
©n articles of merchandife, to the great decay of trade 
and diftrefs of individuals ; that in civil matters, arbi- 
trary dccifions had been given by him and the coun- 
cil, contrary to the law and Magna Charta ; that the 
fubjedls were, through his influence, denied the be* 
nefit of the graces j that extrajudicial opinions of 
the council board, had made void letters patent, un- 
der the fanftion of which, Ififh fubjedls Ihould have 
held their eftates ; that he had made a monopoly of 
tobacco, forced that article from the proprietors at 
a low price, and fold it at an advanced price, to the 
ruin of thoufands of his Majefty's fubjedls ; that he 
had. been inftrumental in ercfting a high conimifr 
fion court, defpotic in the principles of it's conftitu- 
tion ; that, under his direction, the Attorney Gene-* 
ral had deprived feveral ancient boroughs, of their 
right of fending members to parliapient ; that mem- 
bers of parliament had been abridged of their juft 
privUeges, 

Bj This 
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This re'monftrance, ncrtwithilanding the d^iSofr* 
tlon of Wandesford, wai fupported by the parlia- 
ment^ who appointed a committee to gd^ oi^'er to 
England, to condtnft tlie charge agairlft Straffbrd, iii 
the name, and by the amhortty of thtf L i(h hoirffe of 
comfmons. Upon their arrival in Lc^don, they utrift- 
ed, in the management of this biifineft, with theEng- 
lifti commons, by whom a comma t tee had alfo been 
chofrn, to enquire into the grievances of Ireland. 

At this time, Wandesford died; m ^thof(i place, 
the Earl of Leicefter was created lord lieutenant 
of Ireland. As the ftate of affairs would not admit 
of his leaving England, Sr John Borlace and Sir 
William Parfons were appointed lords juftices. They 
had been members of the council during the admi-^ 
niftratioti of Strafford ^ and ftipported him in all hi^ 
unconftitutional meafure^, but they changed with 
the times and were now of the popular party. Such 
men were very difagreeabk to the King, but K\§ 
power declined, and he was obliged to ftibmit to the 
appointment. , 

Adieur 

LETTER VIL 

JANUARY the twenty frxth, the Irifli parll** 
ment again affembled. They entered upon the 
confideration of national grievances with renewed 
164.1 ^^^^^9 ^^d ^ rn^re determined refolution to 
exert themfelves to obtain redrefs. In the 
houfe of lords^ the fame fubjedt was taken up, and a, 
number of articles tranfmitted to England, by certain 
of their members, whom they authorised to affill the 
committee of the other houfe, in their exertions fot 
the pnblic good. Perceiving that the caufe of Tit 
bcxty was likely, every cSly^ to receive new fupport, 

the 
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the commons impeached the Chancellor, the Bilhop 
of Derry , Chief Jufticc Lowther, and Sir George RaN 
plifFe as abettors of the injuries done uQcfer the late 
admtniftratioh, to the fubjeft and to file confiitulion. 
After this affair had been for fome time agitated^ 
the delinquents were admitted to bail, and the profe* 
cution dropped. That of Lord Straffor4 now confi* 
menced, before the Englifh houfe of lords* Of the 
articles of his accufation which were noiAef^Mis, fiie- 
teen related to his condtrdl in Ireland. The prtncir 
pal of them have been mentioned; Some articles of 
the charge were groimdlefe, but more thdiv fufficient 
remained to juffify the fentence of death which was 
paffcd trpon hfm. It was executed. An awfol fef- 
ion ! from Ayhich minifters of flate, more efpecially 
thofe who are difpofed to gratify thetr pride arid anK' 
bition at the expence of the liberties of their ec^iittj^' 
may derive the moft whofeibrne fnftrudlloh. 

This ftriking examplte of national Jufticepro^^ 
duced, immediately, falutary effeAs. Thofe whonl^ 
Strafford had deprived of then- rights wefe retnftated. 
The illegal courts were afraid to exercifii ttwfir jwif- 
diftron, and the judges durft not, in favour of prt- 
rogative, deternrme caufesr \n a manner contrary to^ 
law, and the ptirtcrpfes of the cortRttution. 

Ou R parliament had been adjourned' to the eleventli- 
of May. It then met. Charles, obliged by the ne-^ 
ceffity of his affah-s, had -given orders to the Frifti 
privy council, that his fUbjeAs here (hould enjoy the 
benefit of all his graces. This was making them to 
Tcft, illegally,, upon his own prerogative ; the parlia^ 
mcnt entreated his Majefty, that they might be fer 
cured by the fandtion of the legilTature and that, until 
this was done, they fliould not be prorogued or dif- 
l^lveA 

A cyjfisTiotT 
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A QUESTION, which had arifcn the laft Ccffion^ 
now engaged the attention of parliament. You re*- 
coUeft that Sir Richard Bolton the chancellor, had, 
with others, been impeached before the lords. 
Afraid of the fentence of the peers, fhould the accu-- 
fation be profecuted, he expreffed a doubt whether, 
fmce the paffing of Poynings' Law, they had a power 
of criminal jurifdi<£lion. This was confidered as an 
attack upon one of the firft privileges of parliament, 
therefore, in the beginning of this feflion, the lords 
and commcms, in an addrefs to his Majefty, relative to 
this point, aflerted their right of judicature during a. 
period of four hundred and fixfy years pall, according 
to the common law and cQurfe of parliament in Eng- 
land, and that they ever ought to be, in all criminal 
cafes, the fupreme judicatory of the kingdom. Here 
the matter refted. 

It is pbferved, however, that the commons on 
thisoccafion, confidered their privilege to be called 
in queftion as well as that of the lords. It does not 
appear that the powers of leach houfe, hacj bejen then, 
as they were afterwards, diftindtly afcertained. Carte 
fays, that at this period, the commons attached, af- 
figned damages, reftofed poffeffions, . ftc^t fuits at 
common law, and^ exercifed other judicial powers. 
Examples of this occur fo.late as the. reign of Queen 
Anne. 

A LIST of grievances, formerly tranrmitted to the 
King, had, the preceding feflion^ been- laid before 
the judges for their opinion, which, from an apprc* 
henfion of offending his Majefty, they then declinedt 
1 6/11 •'^^^"8 preffed to it, they riow delivered their 
fentiments with rpfped to them, Having, 
in giving their opinion, paid more regard to their 
own intereft than to the rights of the conftitution, 
the commons were very much difpleafed. A con- ' 

ferenge 
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fcrence took place betwixt the two houfes upon the 
fubjedl- The rcfult was, a clear and decided deter- 
mination of the commons, by which, in a variety of 
points, principally thofe referred to in the accufatioa 
•f Lord Strafford, the privileges of the fubjeft were 
diftindtly afcertained, and the late unconftitutional 
abufes of government feverely condemned. 

You may remember that eight thoufand troops 
had been raifed in Ireland, the pifeccding year, for 
the fervice of his Majefty, but that money could not 
be got to pay them. In confequence, large arrears 
were due them. With fome difficulty,, part of theic 
demand was paid, the reft promifed, and the troops 
were difbanded. The King of Spain wilhed to era- 
ploy them in his fervice ; a treaty was opened for 
that purpofe with the Spanifh ambaflador, and of- 
ficers fent over to conduft them from the kingdom. 
But, either from an apprehenfion, that his Catholic 
Majefty, in concurrence with Charles, might employ 
them againft the kingdom, or, more probably, for 
a reafon afterwards to be explained, the houfe of 
commons interfered, and would not permit their dci- 
parture. 

For fome time paft, agents from Ireland, wh(^ 
had carried over a remonftrance from parliament td 
the throne, refpeding the grievances of the nation, 
had been employed in foliciting Charles for a confir- 
mation of the graces. They, now returned and 
among other tranfmitted bills, brought with them 
two whiph were of the greateft importance. One of 
them was a bill for fettling the polfeflion of all eftates 
in the kingdom, which had been enjoyed without in- 
terruption, for fixty yeats. By the other, the King 
relinquiflied his title to the lands of Connaught and 
Clare, and alfo to large tradls which had been found, 
for him in the counticjs of Limerick and Tipperary. 

Thefc 
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Thefe bills, by fecuring the property, rcFievcd tlie 
minds of thoufands from anxiety. The parlianient 
was adjourned until the fourth of Novemder. 

Farewell; 

t 

LETTER Vm. 

■ 

DURING a period of almoft forty years. Ire-, 
land had enjoyed a ftate of uninterrupted tran- 
quility. The face of the country had improved, the 
people became more cirirrzecf, and the EngRih laws 
and government extended to every part of the king- 
dom. But national profpeiity is ever precarious, 
when not fupported by a facred regard to the rights 
of mankind. Of the numerous fafts which confirm* 
this obfervation, the calamitous event I ^m about to 
relate is particularly ftriking. 

The unjuft invafion of Ireland by Henry the Se- 
cond, with the fubfequent injuries to the property 
and the civil rights of the inhabitants, created in 
them that ftrong fenfe of refentrnent, which muft af- 
fcdl the mind of every human being in the fame cir- 
cumftanccs. Hence arofe thofe innumerable infur-i 
regions of the natives agarnft the Englifli power^ 
which continued, almoft without interruption, until 
the times of James the Firft. Upon his acceflion^ 
finding the fpirit and the ftrength of the natives to 
be entirely fubdued by the fuccefsfut exertiorts of 
Elizabeth during the courfe of Tyrone*s war,, he 
obliged them to relinquifh their ancient tenures, and 
reduced every part of the ifland under the fubjedtion 
of the Englini government. 

This fubjeftion was entirely the cfFcft of necef- 
fity ; the Irilh, in general ftill lamented fccretly, the 
deprivation of their ancient rights, and longed with 
anxiety to be reftored to them. They would infen- 

fibly 
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fibly h^^e forgottefl the privifeges they hacf loft, and 
hare bcef> reconcikd to their fittfafion, had the Eng- 
lifli, in thofe parts where they had eftabHlhed their 
laws and their civil polity, treated them kindly. In- 
ftcad of this they were partVaF, took every advantage 
of iJleir weakneft, and fcourged them with the heavy 
hand of oppreflion. 

A^ARTictTLAt cdufe of difcontient ^rofe From 
the Ulfter plantation, and ofber colonies fettled in 
different parts df the kingdom, by which many of 
the iraetives were injured in their property, and gr«?at 
numbers of them emirely eipelled from their landl 
and haiWcaitiods. 

The government of Lord Strafford was moft' 
grievous to fhenfi. They were, with unufual feve- 
my, forced to fubmit to various oppreffive a<fts of 
arbitrary power, and to taxes impofed upon them 
<}uite beyond their ability. 

To be cheated of the graced by Charles, for the 
ccttifirmatiort of which they had paid four hundred 
fhoufand poundii, was a circumftance with which* 
they were particularly difgufted. 

But nothing rendered them more diffatisfied with 
their fituation, than the hardfhips under which they 
had laboured with refpeft to religion, from the reign 
of Henry the Eighth to the prefent time. To be 
obliged to yenotjnce allegiance to the Pope, whofe 
fpiritual power they revered, and which even the 
Englifh themfelves had taught them to venerate; 
to be enjoined by law to rellnquifti, not only the 
forms, but the diftinguilhing dodtrines of their reli- 
gion 5 to be Compelled by penal ftatufes to worfhip 
God, in a manner not agreeable to the diftates of 
their confcience ; to be difqualified from pleading at 
the bar, or holding any civil office, without taking an 
oath, to which the feelings of ^ their minds could not 

fubmit J 
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fubmit ; thefe were feverities, which ftrengthencd 
their alienation from government and cherifhed their* 
difcontents. 

Indeed, Charles, from felfilh views, did not 
ftri£lly enforce the penal ftatutes ; in confequencc 
of which, Roman Catholics enjoyed feveral of their 
religious privileges, but as this was by connivance 
and contrary to law, as it was a temporary indul- 
gence^ depending upon the will and upon the fyftem 
of policy adopted by government, than which no-, 
thing could be more fluftuating, they derived no 
fccurity, and of courfe no real fatisfadtion from it. 

This very circumftance produced a new caufe of 
uneafmefs; for certain more bigotted Proteftants, 
both in England and in this country, who had 
warmly pppofed the encroachments of Charles on 
the rights of the conftitution, fufpiciouiB of his de- 
figns in the indulgence with whidi he treated the 
Catholics of Ireland, call out threats againft their re- 
ligion, which were ftrongly tindlured with the prin- 
ciples of perfecution. To free themfelvcs from 
thefe hardfhips and from the danger of others, per- 
Jiaps ftill more diftrefling, they were ftrongly 
prompted by the circumftances of the times, to rife 
without delay, in oppofition to government. 

The fucccfsful infurreftion of Scotland which had 
^rifen from motives (imilar to their own, was an en- 
couraging example. England, being engaged in 
civil commotions, could give little affiftance to go- 
vernment in this country. Strafford was not vice- 
roy of Ireland, whofe vigilance would have pre- 
vented fiich a defign, or whofe vigorous exertions 
would have fpeedily fuppreifed it. Befides, eight 
thoufand men, who, probably by, the addrefs of 
fome of the leading Catholics, inftead of entering 
into the fervice of Spain, for which they were en- 
gaged, 
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gaged, had been detained in Ireland for the occafion, 
were ready, from principle and inclination to en- 
gage in their caufe. 

AdietL 

LETTER IX. 

FROM the caufes and the favourable circum- 
ftances mentioned in my laft letter, a fcheme 
was formed, by fome of the principal natives, of a 
general infurreftion. 

Roger 0*Moor, the head of a diftinguiflied fami* 
ly which had greatly fuffered by the injuftice of the 
Englilh, took an aftive part on the prefcnt occafion. 
He was well qualified for the bufinefs. Befides a 
handfome perfon, his manners were courteous, po- 
Uihed and infmuating- To the advantages he re- 
ceived from a genteel education, he added good 
fenfe and an unblemiflied charafter. Deeply afFefted 
by the injuries of his family and his country, he 
exerted his popular talents, and ufed every means to 
cnflame the public difcontents. He engaged in this 
defign Colonel Plunket, younger fon of Sir Chrifto- 
pher Plunket, as one of his confidential aflbciates. 
Plunket was vain, well allied, warmly attached to 
his religion, and in depreffed circumftances. Needy 
likewife, and of fimilar difpofitions, was another of 
his aflbciates, Connor Macguire Baron of Ennilkillen. 
To thefe we may add Macmahon,' Philip Reily, 
Tirlough, and his brother Sir Phelim O'Neal of Kin- 
nard, a man of violent paflions, of profligate man- 
ners, of mean parts and little education. The offi- 
cers who came to conduct the troops to Sf)ain like- 
wife engaged in the fame caufe. To procure friends, 
ftrenuous efforts were Ufed at home and upon the 
continent. 

Thb 
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The fifth of Odober^ when the mtercoqrfe with 
Engknd would be intcrrtipted by the feafon, and 
when the tenants would have colle<9ted the rents, 

. which the confpirators refolvcd to apply to their 
own ufe, was the time fixed for the execution of 
their fcheme. The day came, but they were unpre- 
pared. The defign was then deferred until the 
twenty third of Oftober, when the caftle of Dubrirt 
w^s to be feized and the infurrejftion to bt uni- 
verfaL 

As the affair had been a confiderabfc time in agi- 
tation, and a number of peffons concerned, fufpicions 
had m(m with refpefk to it. So early as March, 
Secretary Vane, by order of the King, wrote to the 
Lords Jullices, that he had received fuch advice from 
his Majefty*s minifters at foreign courts, coneerning 
a rebellion fufpefted to take place in Ireland, as 
made it neceffary for them to be very cireumfpeft, 
in order, if it was really in agitation, to prevent 
fuch a defign. Early in Odlober, Sir WilUam Cole of 
iEnniikillen .acquainted them with fome circumftances, 
which raifed ttts apprehenfions concerning the fafety 
of govcrjivment. A few days after, he wrote to 
them a fecoad letter, which contained certain infor- 
mation, in xefpedl to .the intended infutreAion. But 

• the letter mifcarried. Happily however for the 
people of Dublin, the plot was divuJged, when on the 
point of being executed. 

On the evening of the twenty fecond of 06tober^ 
a number of the confpirators aflembled in Dublin. 
One of the principal of them, Macmahon, difclofed 
the feeret to Owen O'Connoly a Proteftant, in hopes 
that he would affift in executing the defisfn. O'Con* 
noly was (hocked, made hisefcape with diflfeulty, and 
communicated to Sir James Partbns tiie akirming in- 
telligence. Guards were immediately placed on the 

citjr 



OF IRELAND. gi 

dty and caftle. Search was made for the coii{pi£ator& 
Lord Maguire, Macmahon, and about tfaifty of the 
lower fort were feized, but O'Moorc and tl« reft of 
Jthe principals, probably through the affiftasnce of 
friends in Dublin who favoured the defign, escaped. 
Macmahon made a full confeffion of the pdot, in whiph 
he boafted with exultation. Sir Francis Wliloughby 
n gallant foldier^ was made governor of the Caftle, 
which was furniftied with arms for ten thoufand men, 
but eighteen warders and forty halberdiers compofed 
the whole of the garrifon. The* military force of 
the kingdom, in confequenoe of the late redudtion, 
yr^s very inconfiderable; it was therefore more ne-^- 
ccffary, that individuals (hould be warned of their 
danger, in order to ufe the bcft means in their power 
of prote<Sting themfelves. For this purpofe, a pro^ 
.ciamation was publiflied on the twenty third of 
Odober, and renewed the following day. Soon after 
another proclamation was publiihed, by which ftran- 
gers, and all fufpefted i>erfons, were commanded to 
depart from the town. 

Farewell* 

LETTER X. 

BESIDES ifluing proclamations, the Juftices 
fent expreffes with commiflions to the Froteft- 
ants of note in the different parts of the kingdom, 
empowering them to arm, to profccute the infurgents 
with fire aad fword, and to receive fuch of them as 
Submitted to his Majefty's grace and mercy. They 
likewife difpatched commiflions, ccmveying the fame 
powers, to the principal gentlemen of the pale. In- 
formation of the imminent danger to which the king- 
dom was expofed, was alfo conveyed to hisMajefty 
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and to the parliament of England, entreating im- 
mediate aiTillance. 

* 

Though every exertion wias ufed to put the Cat- 
tle in aftate of defence, and two hundred foldiers 
arrived in Dublin for it's proteftion, with a number 
of Proteftants from the country, who fled to it for 
fafety, and were formed into a regiment, nothing 
could equal the terror and miferable anxiety of the 
citizens. Their imagination was on the rack. They 
were filled with alarms which encfeafed every hour, 
which anticipated* the approach of the enemy, mag- 
nified their numbers, their cruelty, and every cir- 
cumftance which could heighten in the mind a dread 
of the in>pending danger- 

To remove fufpicions entertained of them, feve- 
ral Roman Catholic lords of the pale applied to go- 
vernment for arms. Five hundred were given to 
Lord Gormanftown, and twelve hundred were diftri- 
buted among the other Catholics of the different 
counties of Leinfter. From this it would feem, 
that they were not fufpedled^ it does not appear 
that there could be fpared to them a larger portion 
of arms ; but they were diflatisfied. They were, 
alfb, much offended by the proclamation, for fetting 
forth '^ that a deteflable confpiraqy had been formed 
by fome evil affeded Irifh Papifts/* To fatisfy 
them, it was explained in fuch a manner, as to Ihew 
that they were not comprehended in it. 

Mean while, the infurgents proceeded elfewhere 
with the execution of their defign. In a few days 
they were almoft entirely poflfeffed of the counties of 
Derry, Donegal, Cavan, Fermanagh, Lei trim, Long- 
ford, Monaghan and Tyrone, They even made fomo 
progrefs in the counties of Downe and Armagh. 

Every method was ufed to excite the paffions 
and encourage the multitudes who had joined in the 

Infxirredtion. 
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infurredtion. Even commifllons were forged, firft 
one in the name of the King, and then a fecond in 
the name of the parliament, approving of the defigu 
and encouraging to the fupport of it. Government 
immediately publiflied a proclamation, to prevent 
perfons from being deluded by this impofition. This 
appeared on the thirtieth of OAober. The follow- 
ing day another proclamation was publiflied, by 
which all the infurgents of Meath, Weftmeath, 
Louth and Longford, not freeholders or in ^rifon, 
who had not killed any of his Majefty's fubjefts, and 
would furrender in ten days, were promifed pardon. 
This proclamation would have been humane and of 
lingular ufe, had it not been fo improperly reftrifted. 
Why did it not extend to all the counties in arms ? 
Many perfons might have been confined whofe of- 
fences were venial. Would not the exception in 
prejudice of freeholders, who were excluded, plainly 
from the rapacious motives of encreafing forfeitures, 
render them more violent, being thus deprived of 
all hopes of pardon ? 

As the Proteftants were taken by furprife, they 
had no opportunity of concerting meafures for their 
mutual defence. Each man Separately endeavoured 
to proteft himfelf, in confeqiience of which the Irilh 
met with a very feeble refiftance. But when their 
fears fubfidcd, they united in feveral J3laces, under 
the command of the gentlemen who had received 
commifllons, and had been fpeedily fupplied with 
arms by government, and ufed vigorous efforts for 
their prefervation. Ennilkillen, Carrickfergus and 
feveral other places withftood the attacks of the Irifh. 
But Sir Phelim O'Nial, by whom they were ccJm- 
manded in the North, determined to perfeverc^ 
He had made an unfuccefsful attack upon Lifburn. 
A detachment of four thoufand men attcnipted a 

Vol,. 11, C 
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fccond time to t^ke it, but the townfmcn having been 
reinforced, repulfed them with cdnfiderable flaughter. 
Enraged by this defeat, the infurgents, gave theni* 
felves up without reftramt, to the inlpulfe of fan- 
guiriary paflions. To put numbers of defencelefs 
Proteftants to death in cold blood, to rob others 
of their property, to drive them in a Winter fcafon, 
from their habitations to the open fields, where they 
were expofed to perifh, by the accumulated evils of 
cold, nakednefs and famine, were ifhocking adts of 
cruelty. Nature (brinks from the dreadful fcene ; 
to dwell upon it would be no lefs painful than in- 
confiftent with the limits I have prefcribed to ttiyfeif 
in this Undertaking. It is reproachful to Proteftants 
that, ftimulated by revenge, they, in fome inftan- 
ces, imitated the odious e^cample fet before them, 
on this occafion by the Irifli. In particular, the 
garrifon of Carrickfergus attacked by furprife the 
natives of Ifland Magee, engaged in no hoftile ads^ 
thirty families of whom they flaughtered. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XL 

TH E Englifh parliament received intelligence of 
the infurredtion, on the twenty fifth of Octo- 
ber. The forged commiffion fixed on his Majefty 
a fufpicion of being concerned in it, upon which, 
in vindication of his charadter, he was obliged to 
fay that " he committed to them the care of Ire- 
land." In confequence of which, they voted twenty 
thoufand pounds for the- fervice of this country; 
refolved that men (hould be raifed, and placed under 
the command of proper officers ; that (hips (hould 
be ftationed to guard the coafts ; that provifions and 
magazines of arms and amunition (hould be tranf- 

ported. 
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ported, for the aififlance and protedtion of Ireland- 
Befides thcfe, and with the fame view, they pafled 
other votes upon the occafion. In reward of his 
fcrvicc, they gave five hundred pounds and a penfion 
of two hundred pounds a year, to Owen Connoly, 
who had difcovered the infurredlion. 

An account of .thefe proceedings and of other 
friendly intentions, with refpedt to this kingdom, was 
tranfmitted to the lords juftices, in the name of the 
lords and commons of England. They required 
this encouragement, for the number of the infurgents 
cncreafed. In particular, a number of Irifli fepts 
in Leinfter, rofe upon the Proteftants, deprived them 
of their houfes and property, and extended their de» 
predations to the vicinity of the capital 

The Irifli parliament had been prorogued to the 
feventeenth of November, from which it was again 
prorogued to the twenty fotsrth of February. The 
fecond prorogation was very difagreeable to the Ca* 
tholics and fome of the principal loyalifts, who 
pleaded that if the parliament were permitted to 
meet, the graces would probably receive the fandtioa 
of it*s authority, which would have confiderable influ* 
ence, in conciliating to government the minds of the 
infurgents, befides that fupplies would be voted^ 
which were greatly wanted in the prefent ftate of af- 
fairst But the juftices faid that to difpenfe with tho 
prorogation, would be a meafure unprecedented and 
unbecoming the dignity of government. Their 
reafons for the prorogation were, that the meeting 
of parliament would bring a concourfe of people to 
Dublin, which might endangej the public fafety, and 
that a number of Proteftant members would be pre^ 
vented by the infurgents from attending, in confs* 
quence of which, the Roman Catholic members 
Wpuld cpnftitute a majority. With difficulty they 

C z €ionfente<> 
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confehted that the parliament ftiould afleniV^le upon 
the day to which they had been firft prorogued. 
Such members as could be collefted rtiet. DifFerf^nt 
opinions were urged, but as the majority were Prd- 
teftan^s, they declared by a public inftrument, their 
Abhorrence of the infurreftion, their refolution to 
maintain his Majefty*s government, and to profe- 
cute with war, all fuch as againft a certain day, would 
not lay down their arms and fue for mercy. Com- 
miflioners were appointed to treat with the infur* 
gents, and government authorized to raife money 
and forces for the public fecurity. Two days were 
neceflary for tranfafting this bufmefs ; after which, in 
place of the former appointment, the parliament 
was prorogued to the eleventh of January. 

Their commiflioners proceeded to O'Moore, who 
lay near Dundalk with a confiderable army, to treat 
with him of peace. Inftead of liftening to an ac- 
commodation, he took every method to unite and to 
animate his followers to war. With this view, and 
to engage the more moderate in his caufe, he 
formed an oath of aifociation, which he difperfed in 
order to be figned, the purport of which was, that the 
Catholics had taken up arms, folcly in defence of 
their religion, of his Majefty*s rights and the liberty 
of the fubjedl. His exertions were rendered much 
more fuccefsful by the intemperance of the Englifh 
parliament. Bigots in religion, though friends to 
civil liberty, they paffed at this time an order, for 
tendering the oath of fupremacy, to all ftudents 
from Ireland, in the inns of court and chancery of 
London, for expelling fuch as refufed and for not ad- 
mitting in future, thofe who would not take it. 
There was no feminary in this country, for educat- 
ing young men for the law, which made this a fe- 
vere ftroke to the Irilh. The commons of England 
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alfo paffed a vote, in which they were joined by the 
lords, that no toleration of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion (hould be permitted in Ireland. A more ef* 
fedtual method, to ftrengthen the caufe of the \t\.^ 
furgents, could not poflibly be taken, than this prq-^ 
ceeding, which was not more holVile to the benevo* 
lent fpirit of the Gofpel and to the principled of the 
reformation, than to the rights of the Irilh conftitu* 
tion. 

As the Lords Juftices-wtre in the Intereft of the 
Englifti parliament, their government was ofFenfive 
to the loyalifts. . They determined to have th^m 
removed, if poffible. In order to this, they ap- 
pointed Lord Dillon to communicate their defires to 
Charles. In company with Lord Taafe, who was 
commiffioned by the nobility of the pale for the 
fame purpofe, and to fupport thtir intereft in all 
other refpefts with the King, he fet off for England. 
But they -were feized by the way, carried to London,* 
and committed to prifon by the parliament. They 
cfcaped from confinement, and fled to the King, 
with whom they continued in the capacity of Irifh 
cpmniiflioriers. 

AdieUt 

-LETTER Xlf. 

YOU have feen the . refolutions of the Englifh 
commons, with refpedt to the relief of Leland. 
They had fent over fome money and provifions in 
November. This was all the afliftance yet received 
from them. 

In confequence of repeated intelligence, that the 
ftrength of the infurgents daily encreafed, and the 
fituation of Proteftants became more critical, they 
refolved that mi^gazines of provifioiis ftiould be efta- 
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blilhed at Weftchefter, for the ufc of Ireland, and that 
twenty thoufand pounds^ fix thoufand horfe and 
two thoufand foot Ihould be raifed for the fame 
purpofe. But, to enable his Majefty to raife the 
men cJcpeditioufly, an aft was ncceflary to authorifc 
him to prefs them into the fervice. The preamble 
to the bill difpleafed him, and he refufed fof fonle 
time, to pafs it. He defired to appoint the officers 
who were to command the levies for Ireland, but to 
this, as it would give him a power over them, which 
the commons confidered as dangerous, they would 
not confent. Thefe and other differences, which 
arofe betwixt the King and parliament of England, 
occafioned by their mutual jealoufics, retarded the 
relief of this country. At laft, ten thoufand Scots 
were taken into pay, to be employed in the fervice 
of Ireland. They were to be fubjeft to their own 
commiffioners, to be independent of Iriih govern- 
ment, and to be anfwerable for their conduct, only 
to the King and parliament. 

Whilst thefe matters were adjufting in Eng* 
land^ the infurgents collefted a confiderable force, 
under the command of Sir Phelim O'Nial, a:nd pre- 
pared to befiege Drogheda. Upon receiving intelli- 
gence of this defign, fix hundred foot and fifty horfe, 
were detached from Dublin to reinforce the town. 
But they were attacked on their march and defeated 
at Julianftownbridge. 

By the end of November, the enemy fat dowa 
before Drogheda, which was neither ftrong in itfelf, 
nor well fiipplied with provifions, nor provided with 
a fufficient garrifon. It was placed under the com- 
mand of Sir Henry Tichbourne, an aftive and gal- 
lant officer, who was determined to ufe every pofli- 
ble means for it*s prefervation. The Irifti, who, 
though very numerous^ were^ from their fituation, 

unable 
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unable to furround the town by a regular encamp- 
ment, could not with their utmoft vigilance, pre- 
vent fome fupplies from getting into it. Thefe bet- 
ing foon confumed, the citizens and garrifon were 
reduced to great diftrefs. Another fupply and the 
arrival of four hundred men, helped to difpel their 
fcars and to animate their courage. Sir Phelim 
made feveral attacks, but was repulfed. The gar* 
rifon infpired by the example of their governor, 
was determined to endure every extremity, rather 
than furrender a place of fo much importance. 

The fiege had now lafted near three months. 
About the end of December, a reinforcement of Eng** 
lifli troops, confifting of fourteen hundred men, had 
arrived in Dublin, but as that Qity was then almoft 
quite furrounded by the infurgents, none of them 
could be fpared to the aflifbuice of Drogheda. But, 
about the end of February, government having re- 
ceived an additional fupply of fifteen hundred foot 
and four hundred horfe, refolved to make a diver- 
fion in favour of it. For this purpofe, the Earl of 
Ormond, lieutenant general of the army, and a great 
favourite with the loyalifls, was ordered to march 
towards the Boyne, at the head of three thoufand 
foot and five hundred horfe. His inftrudtlons wero^ 
to profccute the Irifli with great feverity. The 
moment O'Nial received this intelligence, he raifed 
the fiege, and marched to the North. Ormond, 
being limited in time by the exprefs orders of the 
lords juftices, returned to Dublin in eight days, hav- 
ing left a detachment under Sir Henry Tichbourne, 
who marched in purfuit of the enemy, made himfelf 
mafter of Dundalk, and in a few days reduced the 
whole CQunty pf Louth to obecUence. 

Farewell. 

LET- 
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LETT E R XIIL - 

DURING thefe tranfaftions, a revolution had 
happened, which rendered the iufurre^ion 
much more formidable to government. 

. That fhofe who w^re originally concerned in it, 
did, in the beginning, communic'ate their defign to 
the principal Roman Catholics of the pale, and that 
they were interefted in it's fuccefs, cannot be doubted • 
But, they declined taking an aftiyc part in the bu- 
finefs, as they were more immediately under the eye 
of government, and enjoyed confiderable grants 
from the crown, which they did not wifh to rifquc 
upon an uncertainty. Put a fummons they had re- 
ceived, ,.to attend their duty in the council, which 
alarmed their apprehenfions, the addrefs of fome of 
the principal infurgents, the defeat of the Proteftant^ 
at Julianftownbridge, and other circumftances, which 
opened to their caufc a flattering profpedt, deter- 
mined them to take up arn^s in fupport of it. Jn 
confequence of this refolution, in the beginning oC 
J)ccember, Lord Gormanftown, feven other lord^ 
and a thoufand gentlemen. met on the hill of Grefty, 
jvherc, according to previous agreement, Roger 
O'Moore and a detachment of his forces appeared. 
The latter were alkcd why they had come within 
the limits of the pale ? O'Moore anfwered, to mainy 
tain the King's prerogative and the liberties of Ire- 
land ; the other party, as if immediately perfuaded b j 
thefe reafons, that their motives were laudable, joined 
them without farther ceremony. 

The lords of the pale were now fummoned, a fe- 
cond time, to. attend the council. But they decline^, 
alledgirig in cxcufe, that they were fufpefted by go- 
vernment, and were apprehenfive of danger, from 
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fome • threatening exprcffions of Sir Charles Coote, 
vhofe cruelty, as an officer, to the Irifh, upon fomc 
l^te occafions, had rendered him particularly ob- 
noxious. Government aflured them, by a proclar 
motion, that the expreflions imputed to -Sir Charles 
were groundleft. But they had proceeded too far 
to recede. Several ilurmiihes having happened be- 
twixt the King's troops and the Irifh of the pale, 
helped to confirm their refolation. At a general 
meeting on the hill of Tarah, they fettled finally 
tjieir fchemes and plan of operations. Lord Gor-r 
manftown was ele<5bed commander in chief, Hugh 
Birne lieutenant general, and the Earl of Fingal ge-r 
neral of the horfe. In their refpedtive diftrids, thefcj 
officers w/ere to raife a certain number of foldiers, 
who, with fuch as fhould come to their afliftance, 
were to be fupported by a general contribution, to 
be levied off the lands in regular proportions. Scy 
veral joiaed them with arms they had received, an4 
corjipanies they had raifed for the fervice of governr 
ment. 

T.O juflify their condu£t to the King, they inr 
formed him, that they had united with the infurr 
gents of the. North, in defence of his prerogative^ 
and to proteft their civil, and religious liberties, 
which had been violated, by thofe to whom he had 
committed the direfltion of his affairs. They enr. 
treated his Majefty to grant them a free parliament, 
for the redrefs of their grievances, and, in the mean 
time, to command a ceffation of arms. They like- 
wife publifhed a manifefto, expreffive of their prin- 
ciples, and the reafous which had induced them to 
commence hoftilities. 

To counteradt thefe ijieafures pf the Catholics of 
the pale, by convincing the public of his Majefty's 
ientiments with refpcd to the infurredion, the Jq- 
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Ilices fent over to England forty copies of a procla-^ 
mation, as we are affured by Cox, in which, thofc 
concerned in it are declared to be rebels againfl the 
King, and enemies to the crown of both England 
and Ireland. They were figned t^nd tranfmitt<d by 
Charles, But the Irifli were now too confident of 
fuccefs, to be intimidated by hoftile epithets, or the 
threatening terms of a proclamation. The rifing of 
the pale, was in itfelf a confiderable addition to their 
caufe, and had, upon the minds of others not hi- 
therto concerned in it, a moft extenfive influence. 
J^articularty, in oonfequence of the principles they 
avowed, which were perfeAly agreeable to the more 
moderate Roman Catholics, and by keejung them- 
felvcs feparate from the Northern infurgents, whofe 
cxcefles were odious to all not deflitute of the feelr 
tngs of hun^ai^ity, their example had a powerfui 
cfFedt. 

Co^fNAUCHT catched the infe6Hon^ Rveh Gal* 
way 96uld with difficulty be kept quiet^ by the pre-^ 
fence and vigorous exertions of it's governour. Lord 
Clanricarde, ^ In Munfter, Saint Ledger^ the presi- 
dent, faw the fpirit likely to rife. He had nothing 
conciliating in his nature. His harfli feverities en- 
creafed it. Numbers of Irifh took up arms in that 
province. Nothing at prefent couM h^ve prefe^ved 
it to government, but a difference which broke out 
betwixt two leaders of the ii;xfurgents, Vifcount 
Roche and Lord Mpuntgarret. 

FarewelL 

LETTER XIV, 

WHEN Ormond fet out foy the relief of 
Drogheda, among other orders which he re- 
ceived, be was commanded by the Lords Juftices;, 
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not only to deftroy the houfes and the property of 
the infurgents, but that he (hould kill all the men 
inhabiting their quarters, capable of bearing arms. 
With refpe<a to thofe who (hould furrender, he was 
tnjoined to have them feized by the foldiers, to ex- 
clude them from his prefence, and tranfmit them pri- 
foners to Dublin* In this manner, thofe who did 
furrender, were actually treated, and they were 
pretty numerous, in confequence of his Majefty's 
offered pardon, publiflied in a proclamation which 
had juft arrived from England. So many infur- 
gents and perfons fufpefted of being concerned in 
the plot, had been taken, from the beginning, that 
the jails were filled with prifoners. The fate of 
thefe unhappy wretches was not long in fufpenfe. 
Bills againft hundreds of them were found by the 
grand juries in a few days. It was with difficulty 
that petty juries, from the refpedive cdunties, could 
be procured. Many of them were brought to a re- 
gular trial, condemned and executed. Numbers 
fufF^red by martial law. 

Besides Macmahon, one of the original confpi- 
rators. Sir John Read and Mr. Patrick Barnwell 
were put to the rack, in hopes of procuring from 
them, fome important information with refpeft to 
the dcfigns of the infurgents. This invention of 
human cruelty, reprobated by nature and the laws 
of our country, was applied in vain. They had no 
dlfcoveries to make. With refpeft to Read and 
Barnwell themfelves, they were not guilty of a 

crime. 

To juftify fuch afts of inhumanity, and obtain 
information to government, a commiffion had been, 
iffued to the Dean of Kilmore and others, by which 
they were required to examine witneffes, and take 
pxhtT ncceflary fteps, in order to afcertain the loffcs 
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of life or property fuftained by the Proteftants, 
fince the beginning of the infurredtion. 

The commiflion was not clofed until July. We 
may here obferve, that the examinations taken upon 
this OGcafion amount to upwards of thirty volumes. 
They were depofited in Dublin College and are Hill 
extant. Had thisy been confultcd with care and 
impartiality, had a juft diftindticMi been made, be- 
twixt the evidence of witneffes who fwear to mat- 
ters of faft, and that of thofc who declare matters 
of mere opinion and report ; had proper allowance 
been made for wilful mifreprefentations and for the 
errors, efpecially in fuch an affair, which naturally 
arife from deep rooted prejudices, from fear, from 
ftrong refentment and a heated imagination ; had it 
been confidered, that at the time of the principal 
outrages, the Scots were, from political motives, en- 
tirely fparcd • by the infurgents ; that the North of 
Ireland, the chief fcene of the maffacre, was then; 
through the want of cultivation^ very thinly inhabit-r 
cd, that many of the Proteftants fled into walled 
town$, where they were protefted from the enemy, 
and that others of them efcaped from the kingdom j 
had thefe circumftances been deliberately weighed, it 
muft have appeared, that the iiumbers fuppofed to 
have been dcftroycd by the Irifli, in the beginning of 
the infurredlion, quite, exceeded the bounds of crcr 
dftxlity. Many authors have contributed to de- 
ceive the public in refpedt to this affair. But of all 
who have written on the fubjedt, the accounts of 
Sir John Temple are the moft partial, the moft ex- 
aggerated and the moft abfurd. On refledtion, he 
was not himfelf pleafed with the performance, for 
he would not fuffer it to paCs through a fecond edir 

. Th? 
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THfe confequence oF magnifying knd painting in 
ftrong colours the circumftances of this unhappy af- 
feir, has been, to alienate the afFeftions of Prote- 
ftants from their Roman Catholic' brethreti. In con- 
fequence of this, deep impreffions to the difadvan- 
tage, not merely of the guilty, to which they 
fliould have been entirely confined, but of the whole 
feft* have been tranfmitted from generation to ge- 
neration. To ftigmatize indifcriminately, as too 
many have done, the natives of Ireland, for the 
crimes of individuals, in which they did not partici- 
pate, which they did not approve, nay which many 
of them laboured to prevent, is an adl of great in- 
jufticc to men, who have ever been diftinguiftied for 
warm hearts and benevolent afFedtions. 

For the fake of government whofe accumulated 
injuries were the caufe ; for the honor of human na- 
ture ; for the fake of thofe fweet propenfities of the 
heart, which fhould bind by the ties of mutual good 
will, fellow citizens and fellow fubjedls, though dif- 
tinguiflied by different religious opinions, the maf- 
facre of fixteen hundred and forty one (hould be 
buried in everiafting oblivion. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XV. 

TO reduce the infurgents in the county of Kil- 
dare, the Earl of Ormond had been detached 
with three thoufand foot and five hundred horfe. 
When he wais advanced near to Kilrufb, he came up 
with a body of the enemy^ much fuperior in num- 
ber, commanded by Lord Mountgarret. He led on 
his men to the attack. They charged with fuch fpi- 
rit that the Irilh were defeated, with the lofs of (even 

hundred 
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hundred men, among whom were fevcral perfons of 
diftindion. This was a fcvere firoke to the infur- 
gents i but there paflfed, about this time, a refoluti- 
on in the Englilh houfe of commons, which had a 
tendency to fervc their caufe, much more cfFedtually 
than it was injured by the battle of Kilrulh. To 
raife money for the fervice of Ireland, a very diffi- 
cult matter, they paffed a vote, which was enacted 
into a law, for giving lands in Ireland which (hould 
be confifcated, in certain proportions, upon very ad- 
vantageous terms, to thofe who would contribute 
towards defraying the cxpences of the war. The 
proprietors of land, now very numerous in every 
part of the kingdom, who were engaged in the in^- 
furredlion, muft have been animated by this fhame- 
ful repetition, of the moft oppreflive of the grievances 
which occafioned it, to exert themfelves, in oppofi-.- 
tion to government, with redoubled zeal. They 
now faw, that if they did not fucceed, they would 
not only be denied the cjxercife of their religion, but 
expelled from their pofleffions, and be reduced to 
the diftreffing alternative, either of finking into indi- 
gence, perhaps peri(hing for want, or of feeking 
more con^fortable habitations, and means of fupport 
in a foreign country. 

As the intereft of the clergy was deeply involved 
in the event of the infurreAion, they ufed all their 
1642. ^"^"^"^^ ^'" fupport of it. Some time before, 
they held a meeting at Kells, relative to pub- 
lic affairs. In May, a general fynod affembled at 
Kilkenny^ On both occafions, they declared the 
war to be juft, and that it was engaged in for the 
defence of their religion, and the King's prerogative. 
They ordered an exaft account to be kept in each 
province, of the ads of violence committed by the 

Protellants^ 
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Prot«ftants, and pafled excommunications upon fuch 
of their own people a$ Ihould be guilty of murder. 

Shortly after the return of Ormond from Kil- 
dare. Lord Lifle, fon of the Lord Lieutenant, ar- 
rived firom England with nine hundred men. Thcfc 
having marched into Leinfter, to oppofe the Irifli in 
that quarter, drove them from Trim, of which they 
took pofleffion. The enemy attacked the town, at 
night, but were repulfed. They fled ; Siir Charles 
Coote, at the head of the Englifh forces, purfued, 
to improve the advantage, but was killed in the at- 
tempt. He was brave, but cruel, which has left a 
ftain upon his memory. 

An inftance of magnanimity, exhibited about 
this time, by the Lady Offaly, widow of Sir Robert 
Digby, for her own credit, and the honor of her 
fex, merits particular notice. The Irifti, by letter, 
conunanded her to furrender her caftle. To which 
file replied, with the fpirit of an heroine, " I have 
been a loyal fubjed, and always behaved to you as 
a good neighbour. Therefore, being free from of- 
fence both to you and my king, I will, to the ut- 
moft of my power, die as I have fived, innocently i 
I wilh you to avoid the (bedding of blood, a crime 
with which I have never been chargeable, at the 
fame time, I am not the leaft intimidated by your 
threats." In confequence of this refufal, (he was be- 
ficged, but defended her caftle with refolution until 
(he was relieved by government. 

The Iri(h leaders of Munfter, having compofed 
their difagreement, and being joined by Lord Mu(^ 
kerry, pre(rcd hard upon Saint Ledger the prefident, 
who was cncompaflTed by difficulties. He received 
from England a reinforcement of a thoufand men. 
Even with thefe, he was unable to keep the |ield. 
Diflrefled by the want of money and provifions, and 

by 
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by the fupcrior numbers of the enemy, he was com- 
pelled to (hut himfelf up in the city of Cork. Hav- 
ing died (hortly after, the command of the province 
devolved upon Lord Inchiquin, as vice prefident. 
Ten thoufand pounds were fcnt to him from England, 
^nd Lord Forbes arrived to his affiftance with twelve 
hundred men. But Forbes being in the fervice of 
parliament, whilft Inchiquin was attached to the roy- 
al caufe,* they did not co-operate. The former, 
Ihortly after, left the province. Inchiquin, having 
now nothing to depend upon for fafety, but a vigor- 
ous effort, with the affiftance of the Earl of Cork 
and other lords, he coUedled two thoufand men, with 
which he attacked the Irifh near to the caftle of Lif- 
carrol. Viftory decided in his favour, though the 
enemy confifted of feven thoufand foot and five hun- 
dred horfe. But, he was unable to purfue this fuc- 
cefs. From the want of provifions and other necef- 
faries, he was obliged to difband his foldiers, and 
difperfe them through the different garrifons. 

Th^ infurreftion had extended to feveral counties 
of the province of Connaught. Lord Clanricarde, by 
r his efforts had preferved the peace of the 
* county of Galway, as has been mentioned, 
but notwithftanding all his endeavours, it was now 
interrupted. The natives of the town of Galway, be- 
ing joined by other infurgents, made an attack upon 
the fort, which was commanded by Captain Wil- 
loughby, an officer in the intereft of the parliament, 
Clanricarde gave it every fuccour which his fituation 
would permit, but finding it neceflary, he agreed 
upon a celfation with the enemy. The Lords Jufti- 
ccs, jealous of his defigns, as a friend to Charles, 
cenfured him for this meafure, were difpleafed with 
the fubmiffions he had received, and enjoined him 
not to admit any of the infurgents to pardon in fu- 
ture. 
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tare. Beipetual dl(pute&.4co(e.betwiee|i.tI|c; i|ihaln'- 
tants of the town md Willoughby^ which often 
enil€<i: in hdftUiti^s- Ttie arrival, from Munfter, of 
Lor4 Forbes to hi» aififtiiwe^^ ioftead of diUnminiing^ 
incre^fed thefe <;^&htioiisr. ^Forbes ww viblcjcit* In- 
ftead (of conciliating, ht provoked, hy his (feyenty^ 
jthe rtfemment of the natives. .His fytA afiiop^ after 
landiag^ exited their detiiftafion. He took.poflef- 
iion of a JPopiih diurch, ^n ancient burial piace^ 
defaced it, iditg up tbe graves, and Jbumed the 
bones aud coffins of tlie tlead. The powers with 
which be was in veiled, rbjr the iEngliih paxliamenty 
mterfered with thbfe of Lord C^nri^arde, as g^veiv 
nor of the county, Henge arofe a new caufe of dif- 
ference. 

pROkf Chriftmas, Sir James DiHon had lain with 
a cottfiderable body of mfurgents, before Artblone, 
which continued tp be diftrefled until the middle df 
June, when the fiege was raifed, upontheapproach 
of Ormond with five thousand men; To laflift Lord 
Ranelagh, prdident of Ccmnaught^ in' mamtaining 
his ground againft the iniiirgents, Ormond left with 
him a -reinforcement of two thoufand foot and two 
troops of horfe, reduced BalLymo^e,' MuUingiir^ with 
feveral other places, and^theii rerurned t6 Dublin. 

In July, Sir James Dilloiir made a fecoftd attack 
upon Athlone, but was^ repulf^d, and aft^rwai^ik^ de^ 
feated, in an engagcm^ut with' ^he EngUfli. 

Farewell. 

r " 

L E T T E tt XVI, > 

,. • 

THE Irifli parliament had met on'lhd twenty 
firft of June, •Haviftg expelled fticfr'^f their 
members as were aftiially iii arms, the cdttl^nibiii 
voted, th^t the- oath of Tupremacy fliould ht xen^ 
Vol. If. ' D dered 
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dered to aH their rtjiembers, and framed a bill for 
that* purpofe, which, with other penal bills, was 
traiifmirted to England. To expedite their return, 
.both honied joined in a declaration, addrefled to the 
King and parliament of England, prayings that 
proper -fteps might be taken, for putting into exe- 
cution^ the penal flatutes againfi Roman Catholics, 
in every part of Ireland, efpecially in the city of 
Dublin. Gentlenefs towards thcfe unhappy people, 
fecms to hav!e been bantfhed from the br^afts of the 
legiflators of both countries, and the harfli feelings 
of feverity fubftituted in t\\tiT place. The parlia- 
-ment, having fat three days, adjourned for a few 
-Weeks. 

By a proclamation of the nineteenth of Auguft, 
the lords juftices and cotincil repealed, indifcrimi- 
nately,*all protedtions hitherto granted to the in- 
fyrgetits; ' i 

;Let us. now take a view of the aflfairs of the 
Noitth. About the middle of April, two thoufand 
five hundred Scots, part of the ten thoufand which 
had been, engaged for the fervice, landed at Car- 
.rickferguB, tmder the command of Robert Munroe. 
Being joined by a detachment of foot and horfe, 
they, marched to Newry, which, with the caftle of 
Car]iiigf<>r4 ind Arnaagh, . they took from the infur- 
genls,' Upon their approach, O'Nial retreated from 
Armagh, to: ^^harleoiont, hoxing, before his depar- 
tpre,,>ocSnmitted fome Ihameful a<fls of inhumanity. 
From feelings equally odious, Munroe, it is faid> 
put near ei^ty people to death at Newry. Hav- 
ing left a garrifon in that town, the Scotch general 
f^ir«r^iied-*tO' Garrtckfergys, from whence he laid 
•jj^ftfte th/i'»iighbouring diftri^ts.. They were fo ra- 
pmm^9Xhaii:the cQpipiiffione^s for Irifli afFairs were 
obliged^ 4J tbe dcfir^pf the lords juftices,- to ftop their 
* I, ._ dep^^edations. 
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^tlepredations. In the month oi Auguft, the Earl of 
Leven arrived from Scotland, with the remainder of 
the ten thoufand men. At the head of liiefe and 
the other forces of Ulfter, which altogether made 
up a formidable army, ,he advanced into the coun- 
try. Having done nothing of confequence, he 
gave the command of .the troops to Munroe, and 
returned to Scotland. The [exertions of Munroe 
were equally undiftinguilhed. He diilributed the 
foldiers into quarters, >^here they were reduced to 
great difficulties, by the Wjjuit^of pay and proyifion^. 
The King, with much reluftance,. had permitted the 
Scots to come over to Ireland. ' Being of the (kme 
principles with the parliament^; as he forefaw, they 
watched his forces with a jealous eye, counteradlcd 
their dcfigns and reftrained , their operations, confi- 
dering them juftly as hc^ile to the conftitution. 
On the other hand, the King's friends confidered 
them, and all poflcffed of the fame principles, with as 
unfavourable fentiments, and were equally difpofed 
to reflect upon their condu<St, and to thwart their in- 
tentions. The loyaliiis,^' the parliamentarians and 
infurgents, had each of them different feelings, and 
diflferent objeft^ of pqrCuit. .This interference mul* 
tiplied ihe confufions, and lengthened the diftradiions 
of the nation. 

SiRpheJim, after his retreat -from Armagh, re- 
cruited has forces, which had .been confiderably re- 
duced, and took the field, . An engagement cn- 
fued, hetwi:5t. him and. a . bpdy of troops,^ com- 
manded by Sir .Robert .and Sir William Stewart, 
who defeated him, with confiderable lofs. Difcou- 
raged by this misfortune,* and by the unpromifing 
afpedt of their affairs, his followers were on the 
point of def;?rting him, when his hopes were unex- 
peftedly raifed, by the arrival, from the continent. 

Da of 
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of Ms c<s>ufm Ow€^ Roe 0*Nial, with arms, ammuni'-' 
tion, a hundred officers, and an aflurance of more 
cf&ftual aid. 

Ow^ N had beeti tAudti abroad, where, in a mili- 
tary c^mniand, he had acfjuired the knowledge and 
the h^its of an accompfi(hed foldier. He was cool, 
iprudent, and remarkably expert in. taking ad van- 
tagfc oiF thofe critical circumftanccs, on Avhich fuc- 
ccfs^ in war fo much depends. Thefe qualifications 
v^erc accorrtpanied by fl:ri<jt tcrhperance and huma- 
nity, virtues, wlrich appeared in him, to ftill greater 
advantage, when cbntrdfted A?irith the oppofite vices, 
V^hich fo remarkably difhonoured the charafter of 
his kinfman. Sir Phelim. The feelings which 
prompted his countrymen to rife in bppofition to 
government, had taken deep pbfleffion of his heart. 
From the beginning, he entered into their defign^ 
V^ith a determined purpofe, to fupport it, ' by every 
€icfertion in his power. He ufed all his influence 
with Cardinal RicHieu, and wherever he had a pro- 
fpedt of obtaininjg affiftance of men, of money and 
other neceflaries. Being a principal of the fept of 
O'Nial, dnd thus diftinguilhed by his charadler, his 
€0rifequence and his zeal for the Catholic caufe, 
l»l5on his arrival in the North, numbers of the Iriffi 
flocked to him, by whofe unanimous voice, he was 
chofen general. He exerted himfelf, with vigor, in 
difciplining and recrtiiting his troops, which, fliortly 
after^ were ftrengthned by a reinforcement from 
the continent, under 'the command of Colonel Pref- 
tbn, brother to Lord Gormanftown. This was fol- 
lowed by an additional fupply of officers, arms and 
ammunition. ' 

Adieu; 
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LETTER XVU. 

r> give dignity to their caufe, and frojtn a pfiTir 
ciple of union and of order, the Cj^tholics rc- 
folved to frame a political fyftem, by which their 
operations fliquld be, in future^ regulated^ With 
this view, a convention of r^prefentatives, frooi.thfi 
whole body, met at Kilkenny, in the month of Odor 
ber. They difavowcd the title of parliament, but, 

like it, divided themfelves into two houfes, one con- 
fifting of lords temporal and fpiritual, the other, of 
deputies from counties, and cities. Several ordinan^^ 
ces were agreed upon by this affembly : in particulari 
they refolved ; that the Roman Catholics qf Ireland^ 
(hould enjoy all the privileges pf Magna Charia i 
that the common law of England^ and all ftatutes^ 
not inconfiftent with the freedom of religion ^nd tb« 
liberty of the fubje^, fliould be in force ; th^t alle-- 
giance was due to the King, that his prerogative 
(hould be fupported; that the laws Oiould be exe- 
cuted, as well as the citcumflances of wa^' would per- 
mit ; that a judicial council of twelve, with a power 
of ele<5ting officers, (hould be appointed in each coun^ 
ty ; that from them, fliouId Ii« an appeal, to a pro* 
vincial coumiil of twenty four^ cbofen by the gene* 
ral ponvention, whofe jurifdiAion, with refpeft to 
matters, civil and military, was to be fubjeft to a 
fupreme council, twelve of whom, were always to 
refide in Kilkenny, or fpme other place appointed. 
They refolved, that all who pofleffed land?, or he- 
jeditaments, three years before <he comn^enoement 
of the war, (hould be pern^titted quietly to enjoy 
them. Commanders in chief were likewife appoint- 
ed Owen Roe O'Nial for Ulfter $ Colonel Prei; 
ton for Leinfter, Colonel Barry for IvfenfleiTi and 

J) 3 Colonel 
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Colonel Bourkc, as lieutenant general, for Con-- 
naught Thefe were invefted with a power of en- 
lifting foldiers, and taking fuch fteps, as were ne- 
ceflary for eftablifliing a military force. 

An oath of affociation was like wife framed, to ^c 
taken by all of their party, in the feveral parifhes 
of the kingdom. The obligation of it was, tp bear 
true allegiance to the Ring and his fucceffors ; to 
defend his juft rights ; to n^aintain the privileges of 
the parliament of Ireland, and the fundamental laws 
of the nation ; to fupport the free eicercife of the 
Roman Catholic religion, and the lives, liberties 
and properties, of all who fliould enter into the en- 
gagement and obferve it ; to obey the orders of the 
fuprcme council ; not to alk, or receive, pardon or 
protcftion from any, without the confent of a ma- 
jority of it, nor do any ad, to the prejudice of the 
caufe, but, with the hazard of life and eft^te, to 
aflift, profecute and maintain the fame. 

They alfo framed a petition, tp his Majefty, 
expreffivc of their allegiance, in which they com- 
plain of their grievances, civil and religious, repre- 
fent the partiality with which they had been treated, 
by their enemies, entreat a free parliament, and 
that, in the mean time, he would command a eef- 
fation of arms, to prevent the farther calamities of 
war, and give an opportunity for adjufting the mat- 

f 

ters in difpute. To induce the King to comply 
with their defires, they cxprefs a willingnefs, to 
furnifli him with ten thoufand men, to he employed 
in defence of his prerogative. 

The convention hoped, that Lord Glanricarde 
Would have joined them. As he would have been a 
great acquifition to their caufe, they had not ap- 
pointed a general for Gorinaught, flattering thcm- 
fclves with the €xpe<5tation, that he would be pre? 

vailed 
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Tailed with, to command their troops in thit pro- 
vince; but he abfolutcly rrfufed. However^ the 
Earl of Caftlehaven, being oflEendcd at gov«nmcnt, 
declared in their favour. They admitted him into 
the fupreme council and made him general of .the 
horfe, under Prefton. - 

Mean while, the difag^feement betwixt the King 
and the Englifti parliament, every day' edcr«ifed. 
Charles had propofed to come over to Ireland^ tad 
march in perfon, againft thofe who hid difturijed^ 
his government. Clarendon alledges, that he had 
not, in reality, any fuch intention. Be this' as it 
may, the parliament abfolutely refofed their Con- 
fent, not doubting, but that Ws defign was, riot to 
fupprefs the infurgents, but to unite this kingdom, 
in fupport of his hoftile defigns, againft the liberties* 
of England. The quarrel became fo violent, that 
each fide began to make preparations for war. • 

From the beginning, the parliament had endea- 
voured to fupport their intCTeft in this kingdom. 
As this now became more xieceffary than ever, they 
fent over to Ireland, Reynolds and Goodwin, two 
of their members, in the capacity of agents, with a 
view to encourage their friends, and leflen the par- 
tizans of Charles, by reprcfentihg in a proper 
light, his paft conduft, and the ftill more violent 
meafures, by which he intended to deftroy the'^rights 
of the conftitution. They br6ught with them a* 
fupply of twenty thoufand pounds. To counteraft 
this meafure, the King leflenod the dependence of 
Ormond, on the Lord Lieutenant, who was in the 
loppolite intereft, enlarged his powers, and, as an 
additional mark of regard, for the zeal with which 
he had fupported his caufe, created him k riiarquifs. 

The Irtfh parliament had met the hes;inniftg of 

Auguft. Impatient of the ifcturn of their hilb^ 

: which 
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vrhtdi had ^not yet arrii^cdi the commons paffed a 
bill, Ui'Owkr to fufpciida pw:t of Ppynings' Law^ 
with a? view to the enafting of lawfc^ relating to 
PdpcrjTy iaad attainting the infurgentSi Upon be- 
ing Tdnt up to the lor^y they dfefired a conference 
with the commons, upon this quellion, whether a 
provifo 'in the bill, with refpeft to the Englilh ad, 
relative to* the difpofal of lands in Ireland, to ad- 
Vcntunens, did not admit of a power in theEngUlh 
parliament, to bind Ireland by het laws i 

The Pe^rs behavod with a laudable fpirit upon 
the occafton ; they expr^eCTed their diflatis^adtion, at 
what the Britifh' parlianfient had' already done, ini- 
mical to the pri^ileg^ of our legidatur^e^ and their 
jmbltfy of fkrther encnMChmentSi An af^rehen-r 
fion of injuries to the ccAiftitutidn, at this time^ 
pr^ed upon the minds of the pefdple in general^ 
who juftly thought, that thjCy would ceafe lo be 
freff, whenever another kingflom interfered with the 
independent fights of their fKtrliament, by attempir 
ing to msipofe laws upon them, without theuf eon^ 
fent. ...:•/. 

FaarewelL 

LETTER XVIIl 

THE affairs of the infwgents, febfequent to th^ 
convention at KilkiCitilly, affUm^ a very far 
vourabic afpeft. For although, at Ballynakiir, 
their tfoops under Prefton were repuifcd by C<h 
lonel Monk, yet Ptcfton, who loft f<5w men in the 
engagement, recruited H» forces, and took feveral 
fbrta from the Englifb. Lord Caftlehaven^ hk ge^ 
nenal^ of the horfe, made* confiderdble ]^egrefs in 
Leinfter. Eveii Droghedk aind other jgaiirifoFia,, were 
likely to be . givea* up to hilD;i throi»{h the irant of 

provifions. 
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provifions. All Coiinaught was reduced by the Irilh, 
fome inconfiderable towns excepted. The large 
body of forces, under Muaroe, being deftitute of 
pay and other ncceffarics were able to do nothings 
efFedual, in the North* It was with much difficulty^ 
that Lord Inchiquin kept his ground in Munfter. 
In one inftance, he was very unfortunate. A de- 
tachment of his troops was routed in the county of 
Waterford. Six hundred of his men were flain, and 
Sir Charles Vavafor who commanded them, with 
feveral officers, were made prifoners, A vidory 
gained by the Earl of Ormond over a body of the 
enemy's forces, imder General Prefton, was far 
from being an eqjuivalent to thefe difadvantages. 
The difficulties which preffed the Englifli army, par- 
ticuli|.rly from the want of pay, were very great. 
Major. Woddhoufe was fent by them, to lay the 
hardihips under which they laboured, on this ac- 
count, before the King and parliament, but to no 
purpofe. The officers then prayed relief, from the 
Irifti parliament, which met in April, fixteen hun- 
dred and forty three. There being no means of 
granting their petition, government interpofed^ 
and, to prevent farther importunity, .prorogued the 
parliament. Diffiitisiied with the (lender fuppiies, 
which they had received from England,, and to ex- 
tricate themfelvcs from thefe perplexities, the lords 
juftices tranfmitted an adk of ftate to the Britifli 
parliament, in which they complain, that it was to 
their negleA, who had undertaken the management 
of the war, the prefent diftreffes of the IriHi go- 
vernment were to be afcribed. Inftead of affiftance, 
a reprimand was the anfwfer returned. The juftices 
repeated the charge j pointed out the frequent ap- 
plications they had made for relief, and the little 

regard 
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regard with which they had been treated. To this^ 
there was no reply. 

The difficulties of the Englifli parliament them- 
felves, were certainly very great, but it was impof- 
fible for them to make a fufficient apology, with re- 
fpeft to this matter, x The a6l of adventurers, the 
money arifing from which, was, by pofitive engage- 
ment, folely to be employed in the Irifli war, had 
produced a fubfcription of two millions and a half. 
Of this, an inconfiderable portion had been fent to 
the relief of Ireland. 

Notwithstanding their fuccefs, the more 
moderate and fenfible of the Irifh," perceived, that a 
pacification with the King, would be Very conducive 
to their intercft. They faw, that however flattering 
the King's profpefts were atprefent, the event was 
uncertain, and that if he were fu?ydued, the parlia-"- 
ment would be enabled, to fend over a fufficient 
body of forces, to overpower them. They likewife 
faw, that all their troops would not be more than 
fufficient, to oppofe the Scots of Ulfter, from whom 
they could have no terms, and whofe numbers were 
daily cncreafing, by new emigrations of their couiir 
try men to Ireland. 

Charles, who expefted confiderable advanta- 
ges from it, was equally, if not moxt defirous of a 
peace. Therefore, overtures having been made to 
him, by the Irifli, he commiffioned the Marquifs of 
Ormond, the Earl of Clanricarde and five others, to 
treat with them on the fubjedt. \ 

The neceflary preliminaries, on each fide, being 
with difficulty adjufted, four of the commiffioners 
met with thofe delegated by the oppofite party, at 
Trim. Upon the bufinefs being opened, of the 
various grievances, mentioned by the latter, they 
particularly complained, that the Englifh parliament 

encroached 
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encroached upon the privileges of the Irifli legifla- 
ture, by fending fop, and queftioning it*s members ; 
by denying it to be pofleffed of Judicial powers^ 
though one of it's effential rights ; by affuming a 
privilege of making laws, to bind Ireland, ^nd thus 
deftroying the independence of the kingdom. As 
a flagrant inftance of this^ they complained of the 
aft of adventurers, by which, upwards of two mil- 
lions of acres, were alienated from the rightful pro- 
prietors. Their defires centered in a requeft, that a 
free parliament, confifting, without exception, of 
Proteftant and Roman Catholic members, fhould be ^ 
called, for bringing all niatters m difpute, to a final 
accommodation, 

The fubftance of thefe complaints, and of the 
demands of the commiflioners, had previoufly been 
communicated to the King. It merits particular 
notice,' that, in his inftruftions to Ormond, he tells 
him, that the Irifh had much to -fay for themfelves, 
with refpedt to* their not being bound, by orders of 
the Englilh parliament, nor obliged by their fta- 
tutes, until they fhould be confirmed by their own 
parliament. His Majefty further adds, that what- 
ever fhould be agreed upon, relative to this matter, 
fhould be admitted, by way of- declaration of right, 
who would have expefted fentiments, fo favourable 
to the liberties of Irifhmen, fronj Charles theFirft.? 

Adieu. 

L E T T E R XIX. 

AS an accommodation with the Irifh, would equal- 
ly contribute to their advaiitage, and that of 
the King, it was warmly oppofed by the Lords Ju- 
ftices. They addrefTed him upon the fubjeft, repre- 
fentcd the principles, and thd conduft of the Irifh 

in 
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in the ftrongeft point of view, and made ufe of eve- 
ry argument to diffuade him from' complymg with 
their terms. They tell his Majefty ** that if he will 
furnifh them with the means, they wiU avenge th^ 
wiekednefs of the unjuft and diOoyal attempts of 
the rebels againft him v that peace camiot fafely be 
granted them^ before the fword, or fan>tne, has fo dir 
miniflied their immbers, that the Englifh colonies 
may be able to keep them in fubjedion."' 

Instead> of complying with their defire, the 
King removed Sir James I^rfons, who was moll 
violent againft his meafures, and created Sir Henry 
Tichbourne lord juftice in his place. On the fame 
account, he removed from the council, Meredyth, 
Loftus, and Sir John Temple, enjoining; it to receive 
Ro orders, but with his apprpbatitDn. 

Success had favoured the efforts of the Irifh,^ 
and government was oppreffed by difficulties. But,^ 
iinexpeQiedry, the hopes of the Lords Juftices were 
revived, A fleet of (hips was difcoyered near the 
harbour of Dublin, among which there were fcven- 
teen veflels laden with pravifions, but when it was 
g thought that the relief was f^re^ the ffrips^ 
from fome caufe which was never explained, 
failed off, to the great difappointment of govern- 
ment. This, together with .the diftrefles of the 
ftate, haftened the negociation with the infurgents. 
On the thirtieth of September, Charles concluded 
with them a ceflation, which was duly confirmed, 
and publifhed by procbmation^ It was to continue 
for twelve months. The infurgents fubmitted to 
the King their defire of a free parliament, and in 
the mean time, engaged to furnifh him with provi- 
fions, and with thirty thoufand pounds in money. 
Liberty was granted them, to fend agents to treat 
witll his Majefty durir^ the ceflation. 

As 
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ft.s Grmond knew that the ceflation would fubje^ 
him to many rcfledions ; previous to it, he had pro- 
pofed to the council, that if they could point out to 
him, any other method of extricating government 
ffotn it's drftreffes, he would not proceed with it; 
this not being in their power, when it was conclud- 
ed, 'he got Clanricarde, Rofcommon, with other 
fords, and privy counceliors and officers, who had 
affifted him during the bufmefs, to fign a declarati- 
on, that the flate of the kingdom, and of his Ma^ 
jefty's afl&irs rendered it neceffary- 

The meafure was very obnoxious to many. AH, 
in both countries, who had AifFered by the infurrec- 
tion, and were hoftile to the meafures of Charles, 
were againfl: it. Violent Papifts were difpleafed 
with it -, even fome of the King's friends, from the 
encouragement it gave to Popery, defer ted him oa 
the occafion. But, above all, the Englilh parlia- 
ment, who had oppofed it, in every ftep of it's pro* 
grefs, wefe offended. The thirtieth of September, 
they publiflied a declaration, in which, among other 
things, they f^d* *^ that under the- pretence of ci- 
vil contraAs, the Papifts would exercife their Anti- 
chriftian idolatry; that the commiiSoners fordrifli 
affairs would, hereby, be prevented from executing 
tfieir truft; that the adventurers would be difap- 
|>ointed, to feoire whom, fuch pains had been ta- 
ken, and that the exiled 'Protcftants would conti- 
nue in mifery and want." 

Nothing but neceflity, oouid have obliged the 
Ronian Catholicks to unite with the King, or depend 
upon him, in ttny refpeft, for protedion. From the 
treatment which they had themfelves received from 
him, and his repeated perfevermg attacks upon the 
privileges of his Englifli fubjefts, they muft havi 
fceen clearly convinced of M$ arbitrary principled. 

But 
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But if they had little profpeft of being fecUre^ undef 
his government). in the poffeffion of their juft rights, 
they had ftill more to fear from the parliament of 
England) who held them in abhorrence) and on ac- 
count of their religion, avowed themfelvefi, on all 
xK:cafions, their implacable enemies. Had the Eng- 
lifli parliament, the profeffed enemies of defpotifm, 
been difpofed to befriend the Roman Catholicks of 
Ireland, with refpedt to the redrefs of their grievances, 
a^nd the fecurity of thofe civil and religious privileges, 
to which they were entitled, there is no doubt but 
they would have united with them, in their efforts to 
fupport the conftitution* This condudt would have 
been politick, it would have been confiftent and 
virtuous* But their views were partial, their hearts 
were not enlarged, by the divine principles of Chri- 
Jftian charity and benevolfence* 

Adieu, 

L E T T E R XX. 

TH E cefla-tion being cbnchided) Ormond im- 
mediately detached to England two thoufand 
aiefi, which were followed by feveral reinforcements, 
to be employed in the fervice of the King. Near 
Nantwich in Chelhire^ . thefc levies under the com* 
mand of Lord JByroh, were attacked by Sir Thpmas 
Fairfax and defeated. To repair /this loft, additional 
recruits were feilt over; but the impreflions to his 

difadvantage^ occafioned by this tneafure, were a 
greater injury to the caufe of Charles, than any ad- 
vantage derived to him, from the aififtance of his 
Irifli auxiliaries. 

In this country, the ceflation w:as by no means 
produdlive of tranquillity, to the contradling pa.rties, 
paily complaints of its infringements were mutual*^ 

/ -The 
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The quarters on each fide, were extended beyond 
the juft limits. Lord Caftlehaven, after the ceffatioft 
took place, was charged with continuing the war. 
The infurgents were dilatory in paying the ftipu- 
•lated fum. By proclamation, they prohibited all 
intercourfe with the Englilh, and would not permit 
provifioris to be fold to them, by which they were fo 
much diftreffed, as to be obliged to evacuate feveral 
of their garrifons. On the other hand, the Englifli 
invaded the property of the Roman Catholicks, and 
poffefled thcmfelves of it by force. 

The little inclination of the Irifli to aflift him, in 
whom he had placed much confidence, was a great 
difappointment to Charles. 

Shortly after the landing' of the Scots, Lord 
Antrim had been taken . prifoner by Munroe, but 
efcaped from confinement. Afecond time, g 
he was taken prifoner, and again efcaped. 
He went over to England, and, though he had he- 
fore deceived him, was not alhamcd to tell the King, 
that if properly commiflioncd, he would raife a large 
body of troops in Ireland, and fend them over to his 
afliftance. Probably by his influence with the 
Qnqen, his offer was accepted, and bimfelf raifcd to 
the dignity of marquifs, to induce him to aft more 
vigoroufly in the bufmefs. , Upon this, he pafled 
over to Ireland. Hoping that a clofe connexion 
with the natives would affift him, in accomplilhing 
his defign, he proceeded to Kilkenny, took the oath 
of aflbciation, and, to engage the confidence of the 
confederates, engaged to ad folely under their di- 
rection. They in .return, appointed him lieytenant 
general, but being reftrained in his authority, he 
was difgufted, and foon after relinquilhed his com* 
miflion. 

Montrose, 
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Montrose, in liopes of afllftance from Antrim^ 
had entered the botders of Scotland with a thoufand 
men, and ferred Dumfries, but being difappointed, 
the approach of Argyle with a fuperior force obliged 
him to retire. All that Antrim could accomplifh, 
after a confiderable time, was to fend over -toScot- 
fand two thoufand five hundred men. 

In* the mean time, Ormond, who, in the place of 
the Juftices, had been fworn lord lieutenant in Ja- 
nuary,, found himfelf in a very difagreeable fituis^- 
tion. The infurgents were very un tradable, inr 
flead of difcovering fhofe loyal difpofitions which 
they had expreflcd, previous to the ceflation. By 
their commtffioners at Trim, they declared that 
they were ready to engage in his fervice ten thou- 
land^ men. But from Ulfter his chief difficultica 
wofe.. The Scots, mod averfe to the ceflation, re- 
folved not to dcfift from hoftiiities. To ftrengthen 
their averfion to it, a copy of the covenant was 
tranfmitted from Scotland, arid figned by Munroe, 
his officers, and private foldiers. Great pains, even 
compulfory methods were taken, to induce numbers 
to enter into the engagement, which, in fpite of all 
the efforts of Ormond and his friends, were very 
fuccefsfulr 

But there were feveral EnglifH regiments in the 
North, attached to the King, and of courfe, averfe 
to the covenant. Thefe met at Belfaft, to cofifult 
with refpedl to what was beft to be done, in the pre- 
fent emergence. . Whilft employed 'in deliberating 
upon this bufinefs, they were unex^?(ftedly attacked 
by Munroe, and made prifoners. A fimilar attempt 
was made upqn the King's friends at Lifburn, but it 
was unfuccefsful. 

This difputc ended in a coalition, agreeably to 
which, the Engli(h were to enjoy full liberty of con- 

fcience. 
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fcience, but they were to unite with the Scots, in 
profecuting the war againft the Irifh. When intelli- 
gence reached Dublin, of the furprife of Belfaft, the 
lord lieutenant and council publifhed a declaration, 
and oath of loyalty to be taken by all in the King's 
quarters, to prevent defertion. 

The jundion of the Scotch and Engli(h forces 
compofed an army of eleven thoufand men. Fur- 
niftied with three weeks provifions, all that could 
be procured, Munroe placed himfelf at the head of 
this formidable body and marched to Cavan,. from 
whence he fent detachment^ into the counties of 
Weftnicath and Longford. Caftlehaven comm^ded 
the Irilh troops in thofe parts. Being of inferior 
force, he feized an advantageous poft near Portlef- 
ter, from which all the efforts of the enemy could 
not diflodge him. The want of neceffaries obliged 
Munroe to return from this fruitlefs expedition. 

FarewelU 

-LETTER XXL 

AGREEABLY to one of the terms of the cef- 
fation. Lord Mulkerry, Sir Robert Talbot^ 
and others, had fet off for Oxford, as agents for the 
Roman Catholics, to treat with the King about all 
matters in difpute, in, order to a final accommoda- 
tion. By order of his Majefty, four Iri(h privy 
councellors were appointed to attend him, with 
whom he wiflied toadvife on this critical and im- 
portant fubje<5t. This meafure gave, the alarm to a 
number of more conftitutional Proteftants, who, in 
confequence of leave obtained from the King, dele* 
gated fix commiflioners, to communicate to him their 
fentiments refpedting the pointy to be confidered* 
Thefe laft arrived firft at Oxford, According to 
Vol* IL E their 
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their inftrudlibiis, they required his Majefty to Hfteu 
to lio terms of aceommodation with the Irifh, but 
to diflfolve the Confederacy, permit the penal fta- 
tutcs to be enforced, and the prefent parliament to 
fit upon the affairs of the nation, without any fuC- 
penfion of the Law ofPoynings, which they thought 
'a dangerous meafure. 

Ths King repreferited, that the ftate of Ireland j 
and the i^bwer which remained with him, and the 
diftindtion which oUght to be obferved, betwixt the 
^original infurgents and the Iriilh of the pale, whofe 
cortduft had been much lefs exceptionable, made 
k ihipoffible for' him to comply with fuch terms- 

As the agents from the council likewifc infifted, 
^that the penal laws fhould be executed againft the 
•Ronian Catholics ; neither would their defires be 
complied with by his Majefty. 

With refpeft to the topiili agents, the King 
confidercd their firft demands to be alfo quite inad- 
miflable* They were then obliged to propofe con- 
ditions of peace more moderate. The- olyedt of 
Charles was td gratify the Roman Catholics, in the 
way leaft ofFenfive to his friends, and at the fame 
time, to procure from them afliftance. Upon thefe 
principles, he told their commiflioners, that *he had 
prohiifed, and was ftill willing to gratify feveral of 
their demands. They had denied all right of inter- 
Terehce, and all authority in the'Eriglifh legiflature, 
to make laws to bind them ; he told them that both 
liafliaptients (hould fettle a point fo delicate ias the 
independence of Ireland. They had defired femi- 
liaries of learning for the inftrtiftibn of their youth ; 
lie faiji he had no objedtion to this, provided the 
Itatutea by which they were governed, were ap- 
proved by him and agreeable to the cuftoms of the 
kingdom; He affured them that a general pardon 

fliduld 
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(hould be granted to the Catholics, with proper ex- 
ceptions, and that thofe who returned to their duty, 
fliould'liave no rcafon to coniplain of the penal '(la<^ 
tutes. ^He told them, that he was willing to call 
a new parliament, as they defiretl, but that dl the 
Wis to^be paffed in it, muft be tratlfmitted,. agreea- 
bly^ to-Poy nings* Law, with which' he could not dif- 
pcrife. -He rcprefented to them, that the ftate of 
his affairs would not admit of his offering them 
more favourable conditions, but that if they ^ffiftecl 
him in recovering his rights, he would never forget 
the obligation, and would then, probably indulge 
them in forfie particulars, which, at prefent, it 
would be improper for him to grant. On the other 
hand, if they perfiftcd in their demands, they might 
repent their obftinacy when too la,te. 

The agents feemed toaqquiefce in the, propriety 
of what he had faid, but told hist Majefty, they had 
no authority to recede from, any of the terms they 
had propofed. 

The refult was, Charles, to remove the odium 
of fuch a meafure off himfelf, trwfmitjed a com- 
miffion to Ormond,. to, conclude e peace with the 
Irifh, upon terms, ^hich ftiould appear to him moft 
conducive to the public welfare, and Which might 
enable him to fubdue all his enemies. The^ Mar- 
rjuifs refolved to encounter, all the obloquy, and all 
the difficulties attending this arduous affair, and to 
bring it, if poflible, to fonie. conclufion. With this 
view, he met th^ Irifti commiffionj^rs at .Dublin, on 
the fixth of September, but they, would not accept 
of the conditions offered. to them by his M^j^^fty^ 
and he refiifed at prefent,. to conclude, a pe^c with 
them on any other terms. 

In April, the parliament bad aflembled* A patrf-^ 
phlet afccrtaining the privileges and independence of 

£ 2 Ireland, 
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Ireland, juft publifhcd, engaged their attention. It 
was fuppofed to be written by the lord chancellor 
.Bolton, and entitled, " A declaration, how, artd 
by what means, the laws and ftatutes of England 
came to be in force in Ireland/* Being brought 
into the houfe of lords and read, it was (ent down 
to the houfe of commons, with a defire, that they 
would take it into confideration. After fome timc^ 
it was determined, to fubmit it, privately, to the 
examination of the gentlemen of the long robe itt 
both houfes. 

It is not mentioned in the journals, whether 
there were any farther proceedings of parliament, 
relative to this matter. But, from what appears, a 
fear of difpleafmg the Englifti legiflature, induced 
them to behave with a timidity on the occafion, 
very diflionourable. It became both houfes, parti- 
cularly the commons, inftead of adting with cautl- 
6us hefitation, to have openly and warmly approved 
of a performance, which contained a fenfible, manly 
and fpirited defence of the rights of this country. 
I (hall fay nothing more of this celebrated perfor- 
mance, as I will have occafion to take particular no- 
tice of another, written with the fame defign, and 
containing the fame argument?, which appeared a 
few years fucceeding the revolution. 

In the courfe of thefe proceedings, Lord Inchiquin 
had changed from the fide of Charles, to that of the 
parliament. You have feen, that the command in 
the Southern province had devolved upon him, on 
the death of Saint Ledger, and that he had laboured, 
amidfl a variety of prefling difficulties, to maintain 
his ground. In reward of thefe fervices, the King 
had promtfed to make him prefident of Munfter, 
but he broke his engagement, and beftowed that 
office on the Earl of Portland. Difgufted by this 

ungrateful 
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ungrateful treatment, and difpleafed with having 
been unjuftly accufcd, of entering into a treacherous 
combination with the Irifti, he expelled the Roman 
Catholic ma^ftrates from Cork, took poffeffipn of 
that city, with Youghall and Kinfale, and openly 
declared in favour of the parliament. By his in- 
fluence with Lord Efmond, the governor, the fort 
of Duncannon was likewife given up to them ; pref- 
fcd however with difficulties, chiefly arifing from the 
want of provifions, he was compelled, fliortly after, 
to make a temporary ceflktion with the Irifti. On 
the expiration of the truce. Lord Caftlehaven ad- 
vanced with a body of the Irifti forces into Munfter. 
He retdbk the fort of Duncannon, poffefled himfelf 
rf a number of caftles, and over-ran the country, 
hchiquin, inferior to the enemy in troops, and ill 
provided with ncceflaries,* was obliged to ftiut him^ 
fclf up in Cork, which, probably, he would have 
been obliged to furrender, had not Lord Broghil 
rrived to hijs afliftance. 

Farewell; 

LETTER XXII. 

FROM September fixteen hundred and forty four, 
the ceffation agreed upon betwixt the King 
and the natives, had been prolonged, by mutual 
confent, to the middle- of the following Summer. 
The treaty of peace was ftill depending. With re- 
fpedt to it, Charles in a public letter, exprefled his 
approbation of the anfwer given by Orniond, to the 
Irifti commiflioners, and defired him to perfevere in 
the fame refolution. But when the treaty of Ux- 
bridge broke off, in confequence of which, all hopes 
that the parliament would comply with his terms 
vamHied, he wrote privately to the lord lieutenant, 
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to make the beft barg^n he could with the IriHi, 
telling him, that if they would vigoroufly engage in 
his behalf, no conditions could be too. hard, not. 
againft confcience and honor. At the fame time, 
he defurcd him not to divulge thefe inftruftions, un- 
lefs compelled to it by neceffity. The mind of Or- 
mond was now prefied, by a-fenfe of the difficulties in. 
which this bufinefs involved him. He faw it to bc^ 
dangerous to exceed his public iaftfuiftions^.and that 
the beft terms of peace, which the Irifh would: ac- 
cept, muflr fubjedb him to' reproach, not only from, 
thofe who were hoftile to- the King's mcafurcsr, but 
from many of his friends. A number of the infur- 
gents were lus relations } if he did too little, he in- 
curred their refentm^nt, if too much, he would be 
charged with partiality, and that ftill more^ on ac- 
count of his eftate having been feized by the Iriib^ 
to which peaor only could reftore him. Befides^ 
could he furmount every other difficulty,, he well 
knew, that the majority of the council would not 
confent to tranfmit a bill, either for a fufpenfiorf of 
Foynings* Law, on fuch an occafion, or to confirm 
the pacification*. Perplexed by rtiefe circumftances, 
he petitioned the King, for leave to rcfign his office. 
Tbi^ Qiarles refufed. ' He knew the bfs he would 
iuftain^ by giving up fo zealous a friend, in the pre* 
fent critical fiatc of his afFaird. To induce him to 
continue in office, he gave him every additional pri- 
vilegis, and conferred upon him every &voar in his 
power to beftow. Thus encouraged to perfevere,. 
he turned bis vieWs to the parliament, and to the 
forces in Uifter, ho|nng to unite them to the royal 
caufe, upon terms more fiivourabie^ thau thofe which 
could be plrbeur^ from the Iriih. Two circum- 
ftances inclined thefe troops to hearken to Ins pro- 
pofal They Mrere diftreflW by the Want of fubfift- 

cnce. 
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cncc, and muqh cjifpl^afed with the refult of the 
treaty of Uxbridge, and with the defigns, in refped 
to Charles, difcovered on that occafion. Rut the Eng- 
lifli parliament, jealous of this attempt of Ormond, 
and apprehenfive of the coijfequeace, fent over; 
conuTii^ners to the North, "with a fupply of money 
and provifions, md difapppinted his expeftation* 
Upon this, he renewed the treaty with the ^riQi. In 
April, fixtecn hundred and forty fjve, to which time 
the bufmefs had been adjourned, he once more met 
their agents. Determined to abide by his public 
inftrudtions, the terms on which he infilled, were 
pretty ni»rly the fanie with thofc he had formerly 
propofedt Nothing was agreed upon. The matter 
was then taken up by the general convention, ttere, 
a diverfity of fentiments prevailed. The raiorc mo- 
derate, and thofe leaft in0uenced by private vicws^ 
were friends to an accommodation, whilft tbofe of 
Ulfler oppqfed it. Of thefe, a nuniber 90UI4 not 
bear the thoughts of parting with tjie property they, 
had acquired, others of them dreaded the punifli- 
ment of their crimes. But none of theni were more 
averfe to peace than the clergy, Since the infur- 
rcftion, they had regained both their Uyings and 
confequencc, and hoped to obtain ftill more ipiatter- 
ing advantages, by a continuance of the war. Bui^ 
potwithftanding, peacfe would probabjy |jaye been 
concluded on the terms propoffed by Orni^oncJ, hac| 
not the private intention of Charles^, wit^ refpedt tg 
it, been known, at Icaft to a number in ^he aflen^ 
bly, 

WfjEN the King found that Ormond >va$ fo fgrur 
pulous, in concluding a p^ace >yi|h the Irifli, upon 
any terms but thofe, in refpedk to which he was pub- 
lickly authorised, he had privately communicated 
the additional conoeiTions he was willing. to make, 

I? 
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in their fevonr, to certain of their agents, then iat- 
tcnding his court. Thefe had returned to'Irehind, 
and given an account of this tranfadtion to their 
friends. But a perfon foon after arrived at Kilken- 
ny, prepared to give the convention much more fa- 
g tisfaftion on the fubjeft ; this was Edward 
Earl of Glamorgan,, to whofe ftrenuous and 
pcrfevering* exertions, in fuppof t of his caufe, the 
King had been greatly indebted. He was exceed- 
ingly vain, and of weak underftanding ; but, ^s he 
was diftinguiflied by an infinuating addrefs, was a 
zealous Roman Catholic,, had a property in Irdand, 
and, by niarfyinga daughter of the EarPof Tho- 
riiond, was allied to the moft powerful famifies in 
the kingdom , Charles thought him k very proper 
perfon to be employed in removing thofc obflacles, 
by which he had been prevented from receiving the- 
cxpedled aid, from the natives of this country. 

Upon his arrival at Kilkenny, he prgduced two 
commiffions fronl his Majefty, of pretty much thq 
fame date, by which he was invefted with unliitiited 
powers, to make peace with the Irift, on whatever 
terms he might think expedient.- In confequence, 
Auguft the twenty fifth, fixteen hundred and forty 
five, he privately concluded a peace with them, 
on the terms, that they lliould openly profefs their 
religion, fubje<a to no jurifdiJtipn, but their own ; 
that they ftiould hold for ever, all lands, tenements, 
churches, tythes and hereditaments, poffeffed by 
them, either at, or fince O^ober, fixteen hundred 
and forty one, and all other churches, except fuch 
as were then poffeffed by the Proteftant clergy. 

For thefe conceffions, the Irifli engaged te fend 
ten thoufand men, imder the command of Glamor- 
gan, to be employed by him, where, and in what- 
ever manner they migbt bcft fervc the King^Ss inte- 

rcft/ 
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Two thirds of the revenues of the Roman Catholic 
clergy, for three years, were fet apart, for the 
xnaintenanCe of ihefc troops. Matters relating to 
thefe.points, being thus fettled to their fatisfadtion, 
they renewed the treaty with Ormond, which had 
been fo often attempted in vain. As they had now 
no demands -to infrfk i>pon, witji rcfpe<5t to rdigioq, 
which had been a chief caufe of their, former dlfa^ 
greement, the affair was brought fpeedily to^ a coa- 
clufion. But, with a view to the advantages they, 
bad privately obtained, and which they hopefl the 
King'ifr affairs wppld foon permit Jiim to avow, they 
flipulated, that' they fliould not, by the Ues^ty, be 
ejscluded front the benefit of aqy qther favQuiable 
conditions, .which his Majefty might be pleafed tct 
gr^nt them. 

It was thought, that all di^culties, with refpeft 
to this tedious bufinefs, were no^ entirely remqv- 
ed. But new obfiaclei^ ^rofe, 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXin. 

* • • • 

FROM the. beginning of the infurre£lion, the 
i^ope flattered himfelf that he would regain his 
lofl authority in Ireland. This hope had induced 
him, to enpourage it by his qountenance and pro- 
teftion. Towards defraying- .the expcnce of O'Nial, 
Prefton, ,and the other officers, vho,^ to fupport the 
|lomw Catholics, carac over to keland from the 
conlinent, he contributed twenty thoufand crowns. 
He had ^Ifo. fent emiflaries, to animate the Iri(h tm 
perfeverance, In particular, with this view, Sca- 
rampus, a noble Neapolitan, had Coine oyer in the 
capacity of nuqcio. .Vefted with the (ame charac- 
ter, he now difpatch^d to Ireland John Baptifta Ri- 

nundni« 
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nuncinl, Archbiftiop of JPcrmo. His gddrcfs was 
polite, and agreeable; he was eloquent; in his 
manner of living regular, in his qcoidudt untindurcd 
by avarice or corruption, but, at the farae time, ho 
was padion^te, vair^, ambitious, and diflinguifhed 
by the niqft inteniperate 2eal for Popery. On his 
way to* this country, he ftopped kt Paris, to pay 
his refpeAs to the C^een of England, who was then 
in that city, and to. whom he had letters of cre- 
dence. Having difcpvercd him to be a violent bir 
got, and apprehenfive that if he proceeded on his 
defign, he would blaft all the hopes, which the King 
had conceived of affiftance from the Irifti Catholics, 
Ihc endeavoured tq dct^^in him in Fri^nce: but in 
^ain. 

On his arrival at Kilkenny, he communicated to 
the general affembly, the objeft of his miffion. It 
was firft^ he faid, to propagate the Catholic religion, 
fecondly, to promote union among Catholics, and, 
thirdly, to cherifh in them the allegiance due to their 
lawful fovereign. But being informed of the pri- 
yate treaty with Glamorgkn, and of that with Or-. 
moHd, he was exceedingly diffatisfied. To publifh 
the treaty with Qrmond, which refpedled civil mat- 
ters, and to keep the others a fecret, which they 
told him the King's affairs indiifpenfibly required^ 
was, he thought, diftionourable, and an affront to 
Teligion, and befides, no provifion was made for re- 
ftoring it to it'^ original dignity and fpfendor. He 
likewife thought, that to depend on the private 
powers of Glamorgan, and on the engagement en- 
tered into with him, which the King might not be 
able to fulfil, was very foolifti. Glamorgan endea- 
voured to foothe him. He treated him with every 
mark of refpeft and confidence, (hewed him a tet- 
ter from Charles, to the Pope, to convince him, that 

he 
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he!(kfigned to cultivate with hisiHormefsa friendly 
corrcfpondence. He gave the Nuncio a letter from 
the Kng to hinnfclf, in which he tells him, that 
whatever, Glamorgan ihould do, he would confirm. 
He deftres him. to confide inhim, but obferves, that 
the tranfaidHons: betwinct them n^uft be kept- fecret. 
The letter concludes with thefe irem^rkable words, 
•* This is the firft letter w« have written to any 
minifter of itate, oftheFopc, but after matters, are 
fettled betwixt us, we will openly fhew ourfelves., 
as we have aflured him, your friend/" But he 
' would not be fatirfied, To exprefs his difplcafure 
in the &ongefl nn^nner, he^ with eight biftiops, en- 
tered a proteft againft the proceedings of the aifem- 
bly. It has been mentioned, ih^t Glamorgan was 
weak, vain, and 4 bigot to his religion. Of this he 
gave many prpofe, particularly at prefent, he was 
fo. fooliih, at the folicit^tiorf of the Nuncio, as to 
engage, that, when the ten thoufand men flipulat- 
cd, were feni over to England, in defence of his 
Majefty's ri^ts, the terd lieutenant ftiould be a 
Catholic, the univerfity fubjeft to it's own regula* 
lions, the bi(hops permitted to fit in parliament, 
and that the fupreme council Ihould retain their 
po>yer, wi^hput interruption froni Ormond, until 
the private treaty was ratified. Had they not been 
equally blind, they muft have feen, that, unlefs 
they were to have the whole power of the ftate at 
their difpo(al, thefe points could not be accom- 
pfifhed. But the whole bufinefs was intcrrupte4 by 
an unexpected accident. 

At the requifition of Sir Charles Gootc, who had 
been lately appointed, by the parliament, to com- 
mand in Connaught, a detachment of the Ulftcr for- 
ces marched into that jirovince, and took the town 
of Sligo. The Archbilhop of Tuam, a warlike 

churchman, 
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churchman, placed himfelf at the head, of Tome for*- 
ces he had collefted, with a view to recover it* In 
this attempt, he was attacked by Sir Charles Coote, 
and flain. In his baggage was difcovered an authen^ 
tic copy of the treaty concluded with Glamorgan, 
and of all the other papers relating to that tranfac** 
tion. 

They were immediately tranfmitted to the Eng^ 
lifh parliament, by whofe order, they were printed, 
and copies of them difperfed through both king- 
doms. As the body of the Roman Catholics were 
highly pleafed, with the fli^ttering profped opened t^ 
their view, the Proteftants were exceedingly pro- 
voked. They charged the King with being guilty 
of the moll (hameful duplicity, by entering into an 
engagement with the Roman Catholics, in direft 
qontradidion to declarations, which he h^d, often^ 
openly and folemnly repeated, *- We fee now," 
faid many, in the bitternefs of refentment, " that 
the reflexions call upon the King, ^s having at firft 
favoured the Irifh rebellion, were well founded.^* 
The clamour was loud and univerfal. To allay the 
ferment, Charles and his friends were f© mean as tQ 
deny the tranfadlion. 

Lord Digby, one of the King's fecretaries of 
ftate,. whom he had fent to Ireland to affift Ormond 
in managing his affairs, .charged Glamorgan with 
high treafon, who was feized in Dublin, for prefum- 
ing to do, by a pretended authority from the King, 
that, to which, Digby aflerted, he would not con- 
fent, to redeem his crown, and fave his family fron^ 
dellruAion. Having pafled through a formal exa- 
mination, before the council, in the courfe of which,' 
he infilled upon the redtitude of his intentions, apd 
that he had not exceeded the powers with which he 

was 
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^as invefted by his Majefty, he was committed to 
prifon. 

When intelligence of this affair reached Kilken- 
ny, the members of the aflembly were highly pro- 
voked* They immediately difpatched agents to 
Dublin, to defire the releafe of Glamorgan, and to 
declare, that nothing would be done for the fervicc 
bf the King, until this was accomplifhed. To con- 
clude the farce, government took furcties for his ap- 
pearance, and reftored him to liberty. 

Upon the feizure of Glamorgan, Charles declar- 
ed to government, that the Earl had offered to raife 
troops for his fervice, in Ireland; that he had ac- 
cepted of this offer, but had given him no permiffioa 
to treat of any thing, particularly, in refpedl to reli- 
gion, without the confent and inftrudlions of the 
viceroy i that, in the treaty, he had exceeded his 
powers, which he had heard with amazement, per- 
(uaded that no man could be guilty of fiich folly 
and prefumption, on which account, he had ordered 
him to be profecuted. 

The king*s friends have endeavoured to crimin- 
ate Glamorgan in this affair, and to fave his Maje* 
fty from the imputation of inconfiftence and hypo- 
crify. But thofe who attend impartially to th'* cir- 
cumftances, mull be convinced that they have la- 
boured in vain. 

When a crime is deteiSled, the offender general- 
ly, difcovers a fenfe of confcibus guilt. But, when 
Glamorgan was feized, he difcovered no marks of 
fear, he was pcrfedtly compofed. No man in his 
fenfes could have forged fuch commiflions, as thofe 
which he produced at Kilkenny, as Lord Digby 
himfelf acknowleged, when writing afterwards up- 
on this fubjedt, to Secretary Nichols. Did not he 
know that the impofition could not long be kept fe- 

cret. 
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cret, and that when it was revealed, he had nothtng 
to expedl but (hame, diflihonor, and merited pu- 
niftiment ? Orie of the commiffions was recited, in 
the preamble to the treaty he concluded with the 
Irifh. Would he have permitted this to be done, 
* had it been fpurious ? 

Upon his enlargement, Glamorgan received a 
commiflion from the Lord Lteutenailt tand council^ 
to fettle all matters with the Irifh relative to the 
tranfporting of foldiers, and other matters condu- 
cive to his Majefty's fervice. That they (hould re- 
pofe fuch confidence in him, was very extraordina* 
ry, upon the fuppofition of his having been really 
guilty of the crime, With which he had been charged. 

As the King had given private powers' to Or- 
mond, which he did not think proper to trie, it i$ 
not to be fuppofed that Charles, when he gave fimi- 
lar, nay, more ^extcnfive powers to another, would 
defire that perfon to participate with him ; however, 
the Lord Lieutenant, informed by a confidential let- 
ter, previous to the departure of Glamorgan from 
England, that Glamorgan had aftually been veiled 
xvith fuch authority, and, probably, well pleafed 
that he had himfelf been extricated from fuch a dif- 
agreeable bufinefs, encouraged him, by letter, to go 
on, in his treaty with the Nuncio, without fear of 
interruption from him, or, of even being queftioned 
with refpeft to the means he would make ufe of in 
it*s accomplifhmenn Would he have written in this 
%le, to a man who he thought, and that in this 
very buCnefs, had, a little before, been guilty of 
high treafon ? 

But the King's letters to Glamorgan fubfequent 
to this affair, place his own infmcerity and the inno- 
cence of the Earl, in the cleareft point of view. 
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Ik a letter, to be delivered to him by a confiden- 
tial friend^ Charles tells him, that the ill offices of 
none could pofTibly make him fujffer in his good 
©pinion, and that he was every day, more and more, 
confirmed in the truft which he repofed in him. In 
another, he fays, " I know you cannot but be con- 
fident, of my making good all inftru€lions and pro- 
mife6 to you and the Nuncio." 

In a third letter- he exprefles himfelf thus, ** As 
I doubt not, but you have too much courage to be 
difmayed at the ufage you have had, fo I aflure 
you that my eftimation of you is nothing diminilhed 
by it, but rather begets in me, a defirc of revenge 
and reparation to us both, for in this I hold myfelf 
equally intercftcd with you. Wherefore, .not 
doubting of your accufl^med care and induftry in 
my fervice, I aflure you of the continuance of my 
favour and protcdlion, and that in deeds more than 
in words, I (hall (hew myfelf to be your moft allur- 
ed, conftant friend." 

Besides, in the firft article of the peace after- 
wards concluded with the Irifh, it is declared that 
none of the conditions then zgrted upon fliall, ex- 
clude the Catholics, from the benefit of his Majcfty's 
ferthcr graces and conceflions. Which words, Bel- 
lings, fecrctary to the fupreme council, who well 
knew the whole matter, exprefsly fays, were in- 
ferted by them, with a tacit relation to the agree- 
ment made with the Earl of Glamorgan. In this 
agreement, the Irilh were deeply interefted. The 
feizure of Glamorgan muft have roufed their fufpi- 
cion, and prompted them to make the minuteft en- 
quiries, with refpeft to the authority by which he 
had a^ed. Their dependence on it, after this, 

plainly 



to THE HISTORY 

plainly (hews, that they had good reafon to be fa- 

tisfied with refpedt to it. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XXIV. 

THE validity of Glamorgan's powers being 
called in queftion, rendered Rinuncini ftill 
more ayerfe, from the proceedings of the general 

affembly. 

We have mentioned^ that Glamorgan, on being 
fet at liberty, had been comrniffioned by govern- 
ment, to ufe his endeavours to accommodate mat- 
ters with the Irilh, in fuch a manner, that the King 
might receive from them the aid, which the defpe- 
rate ftate to which his affairs were now reduced, fo 
much required. Accordingly, he laboured the point 
with the Nuncio, and, to remove the unfavourable 
impreffions he had received from the late tranfac- 
tion, affured him, that the part which the King had 
afted, did not proceed from any intention to dif- 
claim or invalidate his authority, but from neceffity. 
But neither Glamorgan's moft zealous efforts, nor 
thofe of his friends, produced any change in the. 
Nuncio. He told them, there was{a treaty then in 
agitation at Rome, in whix:h they were concerned, 
and which made honourable provifion for the 
church ; that he daily expedted the original, and 
was rcfolved to confent to no accommodation with 
government, of which it was not the bafis. The 
matter to which he referred was this. The Queen 
had difpatched, from Paris to Rome, in quality of 
refident. Si"- K^nclm Digby, to entreat a fubfidy for 
Charles. Whilft he was n'^gociating this bufmefs, a 
treaty was fet on foot betwixt the Pope and him, 
the object of which was, to engage the Irifli to 

tranfport 
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tranfport an at my to Eagland; \rhere they were to 
be joined by a body of troops of the fame perfua- 
fion, whofe united ejEForts were to be employed in fup- 
port of the royal caufe, in procuring an a^bolition of 
the penal ftatutes, and eftabliflxing the independence 
of the Roman Catholic religion, in both countries. 
Towards defrayimg the expence to be incurred, in ex- 
ecuting this defign, his Holinefs was largely to con- 
tribute. The treaty was figned by the Pope and 
Kgby. But this vain bigot, who in this bufmefs, 
aflumed powers with which he was not invefted^ 
was difappointed in his fanguine and abfurd expeo- 
tati(ms. Charles refufed to ratify the agreement 
This was the treaty of which Rinuncini had coi>- 
ceived fuch flattering hopes. In vain he expected 
every ddy the arrival of it, to juftify the high terms, 
on which alone he would confent to an agreement 
with government. The Nuncio pcrfevered in his 
oppofition. Notwithftanding, the general aflembly 
once more concluded a peace with Ormond. It wag 
finiOied on the twenty eighth of March, fixteea 
hundred and forty fix. The terms were the fame 
with thofe of the former treaty. The principal of 
them were ; that in the place of the oath of ^pre-^ 
macy, one fliould be fubftifuted, l^Cs obnoxious to 
the Roman Catholics ; that a new parliament ihould 
be called, at or before the enfuing November, in 
whieh, thefe atticles were to receive the fanilion of 
laws ; that the authority of parliament (hould dtfan**- 
nul all a&s and ordinances, made to the prejudice 
of Ae Roman Catholics, fincc the feventh of ALguIl, 
fixteen hundred and forty one i that all indidtments, 
attainders, and^ impediments, difqualifying Catho* 
lies from fitting in parliament, pafled, made and 
declared, fibce tlie above mentioned date, ihall be 
made void, before the next ifteeting of parliament j 
Vol. II. F that 
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that until ^ final fettlcmcfit, by parliament, the 
Irifli were to hold all the forts, towns and diftrifts, 
within their quarters; that the eftates of Rcmian 
Catholics, In Connaught, Clare and Thomond, 
fliould be fecured to them ; that one or more inns 
of court, and one or more univerfities, and fchools 
for education, maybe eredted for their ufe, provided, 
thofe concerned, do take the oath fubftituted in the 
place of the oath of fupremacy ; that no difference 
Ihall henceforth be made, betwixt Roman Catholics 
and Proteftants, with refpeft to the holding of places 
of profit, or of honor, under the crown ; that in re- 
lation to the independence of the parliament of Ire- 
land on that of England, both houfes in this king- 
dom (hall make fuch declarations, as Ihall be agreea^ 
ble to the laws of Ireland ; that an a€t of oblivion 
Ihall be paffed in the next parliament, relating to all 
treafons and oiffences, committed fince the twenty 
third of Odtober fixteen hundred and forty one ; that 
maritime caufes, be determined in this kingdom, 
with a power of appeal to the court of chancery, to be 
final, unlefs brought before the Irifli parliament, if 
then fitting, from which no appeal. In the firft ar- 
ticle was inferted, the claufe that has been mention- 
ed, with the reafon of it, by which the Irifli re- 
ferved to thcmfelves, any advantages which they 
inight obtain, from his Majefty's farther conceflions. 
In return, the Irifli engage to tranfport ten thou- 
fand troops to England, for the fervice of the King, 
in fix weeks. If this was not done, and no fufiici- 
cnt reafon given, the engagement, on the part of 
his Majefty, to be void. 

Or MONO immediately proceeded to get all things 
ready, for the firft embarkation of the Irifli troops ; 
but tranfports could not be got, nor if they could, 
would it have been fafe to fend over the troops, as 

the 
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the parliament forces had feized the places in North 
Wales deiigned for their landing. It appeared, that 
the Irifli were not difpleafed with thefe difappoint- 
ments. Inftead of (hewing zeal in the fervicc, they 
<Jifputed with Ormond, about publifhing Glamor* 
gan's treaty at the fame time with the other. 

At this jundlure, a letter arrived from Charles to 
the Lord Lieutenant, forbidding him to proceed 
farther in the treaty with the natives. The caufc 
of this order he would not unfold j but it was foon 
explained. Lord Digby anived from the continent, 
where he had gone to foUicit affiflance, and informed 
Ormond, that the King was a prifoner, that what 
he had written to him was from compulfion, and 
that lie (hould pay rup regard to a^iy inftrudfcions, but 
thofe which he Ihould r<iceive ftom the King in cy* 
pher, from the (Jueen, or Prince of Wales. ' This 
difficulty Tjcing removed, the treaty was ratified by 
proclamation. Mad the terms of it been complied 
with, fome time tefore, it nught have been of ufe 
to Charles ; now, the ftrength of his party in Eng- 
land being demolilhed, it was too. late. 

On the pccafion of the peace with government,' 
Rinunclni loft all patience ; in rcfentment to the 
general aflembly, he addrefled himfelf to Owen Roe 
O^Nial, and, by his influence, together with a pre* 
fent.of four thoufand pounds, arid a fupply of pow- 
der, prevailed with him to break off all connexion 
with the confederates, and to oppofe their meafures. 
To this O'Nial was more eafily induced, as, in the. 
terms of pe^e, no attention, had been paid to the 
grievances which his foldiers h^d fuftained, by the \JU 
ftcr plantation. 

At the head of five thoufand foot and five hun*' 
dred horfe, he direded his march towards Armagh; 
This movement engaged the attention of Munroe, 

Fa who, 
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who, with near fevcn tHoinfand men, followed an^ 
came up with the Irifh general near the village of 
Benburb. It was early in the ng^orning when the 
two armies met.* . b*Nial declined to fight until the 
evening, when, a . detachment whi^h he had fenjt 
into the country having returned, thp battle b^ gan. 
It did not continue long. The troops of Muyiroe 
gave way. Three thpufend of his men werei^ithcr 
killed or taken prifoncrs. The greateft partof hi$ 
tents, arms and ba^age fell like\yife into the hand^ 
of the enemy. Upon this fuccefs, the army of 
0*Nial encreafed to ten thoufand mpn. With thtg 
formidable force, he ha4 refplved to attack tlw 
Scotch' troops in tlieir quarters, but,, by tl^e ^yicg 
of the Nuncio, he led his men into Leinfterr P^ 
compel thq cppfederates to . relinqui'lh: their treaty 
wijj) government, hy which me^qs, he loft : all tlii? 
fri|its of his vidtory.. The ex'ertiona of the Nundp, 
fupported by the army of CNialVpreduccd, iamany 
places/ a warm qppofitipnto thc.peace^ partipularly 
in Limerick, wherp the magiftrates, who favaure4 
it, were difmififed| and perfon? of different f<^nti-r 
ments fubftituted in their place, . 

Not contented with the violent meafures whiclj 
he had hitherto purfyed, Rinuncini qonveflied a 
meeting of the clergy at Waterford^ excomm.unicate4 
the commifliphers who had been employed in cpn*; 
eluding the peace, and pronoupced *11 thofa wh^^ 
fupported it, .^d who had taken the oath of aBmxr 
ation^ to be guilty: of perjury. Upon princip^cp 
iiipf e favourable to the Catholic religion, he, formed 
a.npw path of affociation, and forbad divine fervice 
to be performed, in any of the towns which. fubm,it-. 
ted tp the peace. In vain did the fupreme <jou^icil 
eij4eavour, to prevail with this turbulent ecclefi-N 
aflic« to ceafe from his unreafoAable proceedings;* 

They 
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They api^ied to Ormond, and entreated his inter- 
pofition. Ormond was fenfible that, if the Irifll 
ftiouid break off from his intereft, the remaining re- 
fources of Charles, in Ireland, would fpeedily be an- 
mhilated. To prevent this, if poffible, and in com- 
pliance with the defire of the council, taking with 
him Clanricarde, who, fome time before, had beeii 
created a marquifs. Lord Digby, fifteen hundred 
foot and five hundred horfe, he fet off for Kilkenny. 
Having ufed fome ineffeflual efforts with the refrac- 
tory, he was obliged to return to Dublin with all 
poffible expedition, 0*Nial, with the connivance of 
Prefton, who was now gained over to the intereft 
of the Nuncio, having put his army in motion to 
cut off his retreat. 

Adieu, 

LETTER XXV. 

THE influence of the general affembly, was 
now almoft entirely deftroyed. Rinuncini 
entered Kilkenny, with the date and affumed im- 
portance of a conqueror, where all affairs, civil and 
ecclefiaftical, were diredled by him. Among other 
adks of arbitrary power, he appointed a new council, 
and commanded the old to be caft into prifon. Of 
thofe who were devoted to the will of the Nuncio, 
none cultivated his favor more affiduoufly than (Gla- 
morgan. This court paid to him, by a perfon who 
fliared, in fo high a degree, the confidence of the 
King, increafed the influence, and was very flatter- 
ing to the vanity of Rinuncini. Of the depcndance 
he placed upon him, and of his warm affedlion^ the 
Earl received from Charles, at this time, a new and 
moft convincing proof. He wrote to hirti a letter, 
in which he lelk Wm^ how much he loved hi$ per- 
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fon and Converfation, that feeing all others defpifed 
him, he wifhed for an opportunity of efcaping to Ire- 
land, to commit himfelf to his friendfhip, and that of 
the Nuncio, which would conduce to the intereft 
of both countries. Glamorgan was much pleafed 
with this intention of the King, and encouraged him 
to put it in execution ; but he was fo clofely watched 
by his keepers, that it could not be accompliihed. 

Ormond was now involved in complicated dif- 
ficulties. The fortifications of Dublin were much 
out of order, nor had he the means of repairing 
them. He was unable to fuppqrtthe garrifon. His 
refources, both of a public nature, and thofe derived 
from his perfonal fortune^ were alnioft quite ex- 
haufted. 

The Irifli, who would have aflifted him, had loft 
their power J thofe of the oppofite party were equal- 
ly enemies to himfelf, and to th^ caufe in which he 
was engaged. By the zealous, uniform fupport, 
which he had given to Charles, in the profecution 
of his arbitrary defigns, he had, in a particular man- 
ner, rendered himfelf pbno^^ious to the parliament 
of England. The meafure v[3s very painful to him, 
but by a combination pf adverfe circumftances, be- 
ing deprived of every other refource, he applied to 
them for afliftance, offering, under their direftion, 
to carry on the war againfl the Irilh, provided they 
fent to him, immediately, three thoufand foot, and 
five hundred horfe, fiirnilhed them with three 
months pay, and kept indemnified, in their perfons 
and efiates, himfelf, and all others in the kingdom, 
who had adhered to the royal caufe. The parlia- 
ment replied, that they were difpofed to fend over 
a body of men, for the protedlion of Dublin, and to. 
profecute the w;ar againft the Roman Catholics, but 
would not permit either himfelf or his friends, to be 

concerned 
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concerned in the conduft of affiurs, either civil or 
military. 

Whilst tlris treaty was in agitation, CNialand 
Prefton fat down before Dublin, with fixteen thoufand 
foot, and jfixteen hundred horfe. The fiege went hea- 
vily forwards. It was the Winter, feafon, againft 
which the aflailants were ill provided ; befides, a dif- 
ference had arifen betwixt the two leaders, and the 
troops under their refpcftive command. It could 
not be expedted, that O'Nial and Prefton wouM 
agree, they were diftinguiihed by fuch a diverfity 
of chara&er. The former was cautious, difpaffion- 
ate, referved, jealous ; the latter was choleric, com- 
municative, imprudent. The Nuncio was partial 
to the foldiers commanded by O'Nial, the old na- 
tive Irilh. This difgufted and aUenated from them, 
the Irifti of the pale, who ferved under Prefton. 
Lord Digby, to whom the idea of a treaty with the 
l^nglifli parliament was particularly difgufting, hop- 
ed, that from this difagreement of the Irifh, govern- 
ment might be able to effedt an accommodation, with 
one or other of the parties. As the perfon moft pro- 
per to aflift in fuch a def^gn, he employed the Mar- ^ 
quifs of Clanricarde, U^n entering on the bufinefe, 
he found the terms of O'Nial to be fuch, as Ormoiid 
cx>uld not be perfuaded to comply with. Among 
other conditions, he infifted, that Dublin, Droghe^ 
da, and other garrifon towns, within the Proteftant 
quarters, (hould be delivered up to the Roman Ca- 
tholics. Shortly after, commiilioners from the parr 
liament, arrived at Dublin, with a number of men, 
and a fupply of money and provifions ; on which, 
O'Nial and his men decamped, and with the Nuncio 
and the fupreme council, who had attended the 
fiege, returned to Kilkenny. Prefton remained, 
with whom, a negociation for peace had beenalfo 

opened. 
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ojx^ned. Ormond hoped it would be fuccefsfiil. 
Upon this profpeft, he refufed to comply with the 
conditions, propofed to him by the parliament com- 
miffioncrs, on which, they reimbarked, and carried 
the forces they had brou^t with them to the pro- 
vince of Ulfter. The terms propofed to Prefton 
were, that the penal ftatutes fhould be repealed, 
that the Roman Catholics (hould hold the churdies, 
of which they were now in poffeffion, until the 
King's pleafure were known ; that Prefton's troops 
were to be received into the garrifon towns, in his 
Majefty's fervice, and Prefton, under the command 
of the Marquifs of Clanricarde, to be made lieute- 
nant general. The Queen and Prince of Wales 
were to confirm thefe articks, and France to gua- 
rantee the performance of them. Contrary to a de-: 
termined purpofe, not to grant fuch indulgence to 
Roman Catholics, in refpedk to ^eiigicMi, from which 
no follicitation, hitherto, could tempt him to depart, 
Ormond was prevailed with to give his confent. 
Prefton agreed to the terms, and, having fettled all 
matters with the lord lieutenant, neceflary to the 
execution of their fchemes, marched ofFwith his ar- 
my c But, he had not proceeded far, when he was 
met by a meflenger from the Nuncio, who com- 
manded him, in his name, to renonnce his engage- 
ments with Ormond, and to difperfe his army, 
adding, that if he did not, he would excommuni- 
cate him. Prefton obeyed, informed Glanyicarde, 
that he had changed his fentiments, and in a few 
days, publiflied hjs recantation. There ftill re- 
mained with Ormond a dawn of hope. The genc^ 
r&i affembly was foon to naeet, and there was a poC- 
Ability, that they would not approve the violent 
proceedings of the Nuncio. But, by his addrcfs 
and over-ruling influence^ a majority of the returns 

were 
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vere favourable to the wiflics of Rinuncini. The 
affembly juftified his condud, and would liften to 
no offers from government, which were not, in the 
higheft degree, favourable to the intereft of the Ca- 
tholic religion. In this, Ormond, who feems to 
have repented of his conceffions to Prefton, abfo- 
lutely refufed to gratify them- 

All hopes of afliftance from the Irifti were now 
ei^tinguifhed, and the King's affairs in Epgland ut- 
t^ly ruined, Ormond advifed with the council, 
and called the parliament to confult with them, in 
refpedfc to what was bcft to be done, in this extremi- 
ty. They both agreed, that it was his duty to re- 
fign the government, upon their own terms, to the 
£ngii(h parliament. With this advice, he deter- 
mined to cooiply. There was a circum- >- 
fiance in the conduct of the Lord Lieutenant, ^^* 
on this occafion, which merits notice. The Irifli par- 
lianient prefented him an addrefs of thanks, in an- 
fwer to which, fpcaking of the King, he protefts that 
*' he never received any commiflTions from him, which 
did not fpeak him to be a wife, a pious and Proteft- 
ant Prince." To mention none other of his Maje- 
fty*s inftruftions to him, how could he reconcile 
with this declaration, thofe which he received rela- 
tive to his making a private treaty with the Roman 
Catholics, and which, on account of their appearing 
to him quite improper, he would not execute ? It 
would feeni that, in this inftance, Ormond facrificed 
his finccrity to his affedion for Charles, and a defire 
of removing thofe imputations, which had been caft 
upon his charadker by the Proteftants. Another part 
of his cpndudt cannot be juftified. After he had re- 
newed the negociation with the parliament of Eng- 
land, he, privately, in confequence of inftrudtions 
from the Queen, attempted, once more, to bring 

{ibout 
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about an accommodation with the Irifli. This was 
^(hoqourable. 

FarcwcU. 

L E-T T E R XXVL 

ON the nineteenth of June fixteen hundred and 
forty feven, Ormond figned articles of agree- 
ment with the parfiament of England, by which, he 
engaged to refign into their hands the government, 
upon condition, that neither Proteftants or recu&nts 
ihould be molefted, who had not engaged in the in- 
furreftion ; that, with refpeft to Wmfelf, he (hould 
be permitted to eiyoy his efiat€, and be prote£ked 
from all demands of a public natwe ; that for twelve 
months, he fliould be protedted from all private fuits, 
refpefting either his perfon or property; that he 
ihould be paid thirteen thoufand eight hundred and 
feventy feven pounds, which he had expended in 
the public fervice ; that, for the convemence of fet- 
tling his affairs, he (hould be allowed toftay in Dub- 
lin until the twenty eighth of July, and then to 
take with him any friends who might choofe to ac- 
company hrm. Mean time, as a fecurrty of the 
agreement, on his. part, his feeond fon Lord Rof- 

common. Sir James Ware and Colonel Chichefter, 
were fent over to England as hoftages^ 

SaME time before, a regiment had arrived front 
England. They now fent, by their agents, two 
thoufand men to fupport their inlereft in this coun- 
try. 

At the appointed time, the fword of ftate, and, 
with it, all authority, was delivered up by the Lord 
Lieutenant to the commiffioners, upon which, he 
embarked for England. On his departure. Colonel 
Jones was. made governor of DubKn, and veiled 

with 
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Vith the command of the Leinfter forces. We muft 
obferve, that the commiflipners, even before Or- 
mond departed, publifhed an order for difcontinuihg 
the liturgy, and, by their authority, commanded the 
directory to be ufed in all the churches of the city. 
This was a fhameful inconfiftence. For if they con- 
fidered the eftabliftiment of the liturgy, to be an im- 
pofition on the liberty of confcience, what right had 
they, upon their own principles, to fubftitute in it's 
place, a different form of religion ? Was not this 
equally unjuft, with refpeft to the fentiments of 
thofe who, from a convidlion of it's impropriety, 
could not receive it ? The privileges of Chriftians 
have fufFered exceedingly, in confequence of parti- 
cular forms of our religion being made a fupport of 
civil authority. The empire of Chrift, whofe fole 
objedl is, to enlighten the underftanding, to purify 
Ae heart, and animate to the practice of virtue, is 
totally diftindt from all views of worldly policy- As 
to bigotry, which, in it*s original principles, is gene- 
rally pride, ambition, or a party fpirit gratified un- 
der the fcmblance of religion, it has ever been dif- 
graceful to Chriftianity, an enemy to the kind affec- 
tions, and the bane of human happinefs. 

The truth of thefe remarks not only appears 
from the interefted views, and the unkind treatment 
of each other, by which the different denominations 
of Proteftants were at this time diftinguifhed, but 
alfo in the condu45l of the Roman Catholics. 
Though a reftraint of the fame kind, was one of the 
grievances of which they themfelves chiefly com* 
plained, they would not permit the Proteftants pub- 
licly to profefs their religion, within the limits of 
any of their quarters. 

Though the conduA of the Irifii, in their tranC- 
actions with Ormond, had been marked by a ferics 

of 
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of folly, and his own behaviour, with rcfpcft to the 
late treaty, could not be juftified, yet Prefton de- 
termined to give every oppofitioh to the power of 
the [Englifti parliament, in which refolution he wgs 
joined by Lord Taafe, who, in the place of Lord 
Mufkerry, had been put at the head of the Munfter 
army. Having reduced Naas and fome other places, 
he advanced to attack Trim, In order to flop his. 
progrefs, Jones was obliged to leave the capital, at 
the head of a body of troops. The Irifh general en- 
deavoured to take advantage of this circumftance, 
and, by ^ forced march, to furprife Dublin. Jones 
purfued, came up with Prefton, at a place called 
Dungan hill, and obtained over him a compleat vic- 
tory. Three thoufand of the Iriih were killed in 
this battle, and a number of them taken priforwrs. 
They like wife loft their arms, baggage and artillery. 
For this fervice, the Englilh parliament fettled upon 
Jones five hundred pounds a year, out of the for- 
feited lands. They were very liberal of what did 
not belong to them. But Ireland feems to have 
been confidered by them as their abfblute property. 

Influenced by Rinuncini, the fuprenK council 
took from general Prefton the greatcft part of his 
forces, and placed them under the command of his 
favourite, O'Nial, who, with much indifcretion, led 
bis army to the vicinity of Dublin, which he wafted 
with fire and fword, This contributed to encreafe 
the difagreement, which, for fome time paft, had 
fubfifted betwixt the old Irifli and the Roman Ca- 
tholics of the pale. 

With refpeft to the affairs of Munflcr^ Lord 
Lifle having been created lord lieutenant of Ireland 
by the parliament, had landed, the preceding Fe- 
bruary, at Cork, with a number of troops^ thirty 
thoufand pounds, and a fmall ftipply of arms and 

ammunition. 
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«mmuttition. There he found Ac officers of the ar- 
my difaflfedted/ and all other matters in a moft uth- 
promiiing fituadon. Mis cx>mmiffion being abnofl: 
e5cpircd^ he fliortly after returned to England. 

liiCKtQuiK had been much diftrefled, by the 
want of provifiotis. . In Summer, neceffity fcwced 
him to the field ; he MraOed the country, reduced fe- 
veral. forts belonging to the enemy ^ And took Cafhel 
by fiorm- Here, he put a number of Irift to the 
fword^^OiOQg wh^nR \Kei:e fc veral clergymen. This 
t^ of cruelty futge^ed hin), and juftly, to feverc 
reflejdtiofls* The- prefer vation of the army under 
Lord Taafe, w^-of. great importance to the caufe of 
the, Romtan Cathoiii^fi^ ; for this reafq^i he had cauti^ 
<^fly avoided a >. general eng^ement with the ene- 
my, ^ut, provpked by the deprcda.tions of Inchi- 
4)uin^. t|ie Nunci^:a)id,.}vs friends in^rfted, that Lord 
T^Sifpihtmld aft with qipre vigour. ' hi confeqi^nce 
9f thefe. orders,, pt Knocknonefs,: the*, thirteentn of 
J^Qvejnber, he eii^^ed Inchiquin* After great ef- 
forts of valour on each fide, he yielded the vidtory 
t9r Iachic|ukt It .was. one of the moO: unfortunate 
bati^es^ to the Iriih, wjiich had been fought fince the 
begiijucnng ofthe war.._ 

..;W.HEN intelligence of this viftory reached the 
^glilh .parliament, thiey Voted a letter. of thanks to 
Inchiquin, a prefent of a thoufand pounds to him* 
f<^f, and ten thoufand pounds to his foldiers. But^ 
ny not remitting: the iinoney, they fruftrated the ex- 
peftaijon which this raided, in Inchiquin and his ar- 
my. Chagrined.by the difi^ppotntment, and tired of 
the difEqulties w^^/wjhich he had-ilruggled, he de- 
ferted the parliaa^^i^t, and, wi.thrhis troops, en- 
gaged once mora, ia^the caufe^ of the.royalifts. 

The latq def(?at v^hic^ their troops had fuftained^ 
Vfith the- unprorijiifing afpeft of their affairs, induced 

the 
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the fupreme council to wifti for a cefiktiori with In* 
chiquin. To induce him to this. Lord Taafe and 
General Prefton entered into' a folcmn engagensent^ 
that, if he complied with their defires, they would 
fupport Charles againft all thofe who were hofiile to 
his government. This was new fuel to the paflion^ 
of Rinuncini. He a6kcd the fame extravagant part 
as formerly. Prudence is « virtue unknown to en- 
thufiafts and bigots ; for although the Catholics were 
divided among th6mfelves, and preffed by difficul- 
ties, no treaty could pleafe him^ which did not 
make provifion for the Papal claims, in thfeir utmoft 
extent, and fecure the eftabUftiment of their reli- 
gion, on the moft honourable and permanent -foun- 
dation. His oppofition protra<Sted the bufinefs. For 
fome time, but could not prevent it frcjm being ac- 
compliftied. The ceflation was concluded, and; on 
the^venth of May, publirtied. Rinuncini, having 
protefted againft this meafure, and excommunicated 
thofe concerned in it, caft himfelf, once more, for 
affiftance, upon O'Nial, who, un4er his banner, 
proclaimed war, and proceeded to hoftilities againft 
the fupreme council.-^ Some ineffectual efforts cdn*^ 
vinced him, that his own force was not fuflScicnt to* 
the accomplifhment of this defigii. Though the. 
views of the parliamentarians were*, of all others, the 
moft inconfiftent with his principles, and that of the 
party he efpoufed, yet,, with confent of the Nuncio^ 
he made offers of accommodatibri' to Jones. Jdnes 
moft wiUingly embraced them. In confequertce of 
this, O'Nial was permitted to lead his army through 
Leinfter, to the affiftance of Athlone, then beficgcd 
by the confederates^. But his iattempts to relieve it 
were ineffeftual. His next enterprife was, to feize 
Kilkenny, and take the clergy, who were affembled 
there, prifoners, by furprife r W this defign been 
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accompliflied, it would have been a capital ftroke^ 
but he was difappointcd by Inchiquin, who, having 
ieafonably difcovercd his intention, advanced with a 
body of forces and protedled the town. Inchiquin, 
having been joined by a part of Prefton's army, en- 
deavoured to bring O'Nial to an engagement, but 
the deirterity of that experienced general fruftrated 
his defign. O'Nial was obliged to lead back his 
army to Ulftor. 

Sou £ ^ime before, the confederates had delegated 
commi^Soners to France, Spain, and Italy, to> treat 
of thdr affairs. The commiflioners to France re- 
turned in September, and brought with them the 
following anfwer, in writing, from the Queen and 
Prince of Wales, which they communicated to the 
general aflcmbly, then convene<l at Kilkenny, " that 
they were willing, to ^ give them every fatisfaftion ia 
their power, in refped to the matters, which they 
wiflied fliould be done, fo far as was confident with 
the honor and intereft of his majefty, but that as 
their agents had not the neceffary powers, for finally 
adjufting all points, full authority would be given, 
by the Queen and Prince, to thofe whom they would 
approve delegated by them, to receive their propo- 
fals, and conclude all matters.** This opened a 
proCpt^t of peace, with which the affembly were 
much pleafed, who, as the ftrongell evidence of their 
fentiments and intentions, proclaimed O'Nial a 
traitor. With refpefik to the Nuncio, they had for- 
merly appealed to. Romse, ^ainll the impolitick and 
violent meafures, which he had purfued, they now 
appeiled there againft him, a fecond time, in which 
they were fupported by two archbifhops, twelve 
bifliops, by the fecular clergy in their diocefes, and 
by thofe of the feveral religious orders, moil diftin- 
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guifhed for moderation, for knowledge, and regula- 
rity of conduit. 

Adieu* 

LETTER XXVIL 

THE fame principles, which had attached Or- 
mond fo zealoufly to the fortunes of Charles, 
induced him, when he left Ireland, to go to Lon* 
don, to be ready, on any favourable occutr^rice, to 
exert himfelf farther in his behalf. But the parlia- 
ment fufpefted his defigrts, and iflued an order for 
iapprehending him, to avoid which, he fled to Saint 
Germains^ where he was admitted to the particular 
confidence of the Queen and Prince. It wds now- 
thought expedient, to fend hinl back agajn to Ire- 
land, of which he had been continued lord lieute- 
nant, by the King^ to unite Inchiquin, Prefton, 
Taafe, and all others, who were difpofed to fupport 
his caufe. In the beginning of September, he 
landed at Cork, but brought with him little aid ; 
however, to prevent his friends from being difcou- 
raged, he aflRired them that confiderable affiftance 
would follow, and endeavoured to roufe their fpirits, 
by reprefenting the King*s affairs in the moft fa- 
vourable point of view. Charles was now engaged 
in the treaty of Newport, 6n which occafion, he de* 
clared to the parliament, that they had full liberty, 
notwithftanding any ceffation which might have 
been concluded with them, by his friends, to profe- 
cute the war againft the Irilh. Never fcrupulous to 
facrifice his fincerity to his views of private advan- 
tage, he wrote to Ormond, not to be furprifed by 
his conceffions to the parliament, but to follow the 
inftruftions which he ftiould receive, from the Queen 
^nd Prince of Wales. Veiled with ample powers 
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by them, Ormpnd met the Roman Catholic com- 
raiffioners, at his houfe near Carrick, from whence,' 
the bufinefs, after fome confultation, was adjourned 
to Kilkenny. Sevejal caufes of delay intervened, 
but the agents from the the Pope, haying now re- 
turned, without bringing to the Irilh, from his Ho- 
linefs, any encouragement to profecute the war, 
and the defigns of the army on the life of the King, 
being difcovered, whofe death they apprchendfcd 
would be the ruin of their affairs, a treaty was fet- 
tled, and ratified, ^the feventeenth of January, fix- 
teen hundred and forty eight. In relation to civil 
matters, the articles were nearly the fame with thofe 
of the peace of fixteen hundred and forty fix. As 
to their religion, the Irifli were to have liberty to 
cxercife it, unreftrained by the penal ftatutes. Un- 
til the King's plcafure fhould be known, they were 
to keep all the churches, which they now poflefled, * 
and, which ftrortgly marked the depreflion of the 
royal party, twelve commiflioners of truft were cho- 
fen by the Roman Catholics, who were not only 
guardians, with refpedt to the faithful performance of 
the treaty, but, equally with Ormond, were veiled 
with powers, in relation to the levying of foldiers, 
raifing money, and all other points of civil autho- 
rity. 

This bufinefs had fcarcely been concluded, when 
intelligence of the iQng's death reached Ireland. 
This awful cataftrophe, which, in all it's circumftan- 
ces, was unprecedented in the hiftory of mankind, 
made upon the minds of the people of both coun- ♦ 
tries, very different impreffions. The Preftytieri- 
ans, who had oppofed the King, not with a view to 
extinguifh monarchy, but to reftrain the prerogative 
within conftitutional limits, were much difpleafed 
with it. The royalifb, who conlidered all refiilance. 

Vol. II. G to 
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to the will of majefly, not only , as ijnjuft, but 
highly criminal^ beheld it with indignation, as an 
aft^ of cruelty, which ftiou|d brin^ ^ovrn upon all 
concejcned in it, the vengeapoe of heaven. On the 
otl^er^ Hand, the independents exulted in it, as a 
nioft meritorious facrifice to the violated rights of s^ 
free people. 

With refpeft to the queftion conudered in itfelf^ 
whether Ch*rfcs merited death? It muft be anfwer- 
cd in the negjativej if he po|fleffed the throne, by 
an indefeafible hSereditary right > if the privilege, by 
which he was conftituti?d fov«ereigh| raifed him fu- 
perior to law ; if, he was not confined by it's obli- 
gations; if, whfiteyer might be the meafures of his 
government^ pafliye^ obedience,, and, non reliftance 
were due to him^ ty his fubjeQ;s, and he might vio^ 
Hte their liberty, without being^ accountable fpr his 
ConduiSt, at iqt bar of any human tribunal. But we 
muil anfwer it in the affirmative, if . the powers 
Which h^ enjoyed; as king, were derived to him 
from the people ^ if he was placed over them, by 
Providence, to be the guardian of their rights, to be. 
their common father, not to make them the inftru- 
ments of thpfe deteftable meafures, which refult 
from pride, from ambition,, and the love of arbitrary, 
power. We muft anfwer it in the affirmative, if 
princes do not ceafe to be men, if the rules of juftice 
ou^t to be equally {iw^rcd to them, with the reft of 
their fellow greatures ; if the peace, the property^ 
the lives of millions, may. not be facrificcd to the 
{^flions of a fuigle individual 

. It may be faid, that the defpotic meafures of 
Qiarics,. commenced almpft with the day on which 
he afccnded the Englilh. throne. He quarrelled with 
his &rft, and every Aicceedipg parliament, in confe- 
queiice of hk^attemptsjto deprive them and the peo- 

l :. * V P^c 
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pie of their juft privileges. He extortek] money 
from his fubjedls, by a violetit ftrctch of preroga^ 
tivc ; thofe who refufed to comply with his imperi- 
ous demands, he punifhed by the fentence of courts, 
cftablMhcd on principled arWtrary and unconftitution- 
al. He made the moil flagrant attack on the liberties 
of Scotland. With refpcd to Ireland, the tyrannical 
government of Lord Strafibrd, was guided by his 
inftnidtions. During the whole of his adminlilrati- 
on, both Proteftants and Roman Catholics, com* 
plained, and juftly, of violated rights. The inju* 
ric« which the ktter fufFered from him, provoked 
their refcntnaent, and awakened in them, a fenfe of 
their fortner grievances, and the coliftifibns of Eng* 
land, of which he was the original caufe, were among 
the leading circumftances, which gave occafion to 
the infurreftion. For the thouftnds, in both king* 
doms, who periflied by the civil war; for the ten 
tboufands who were robbed by it, of their property, 
and reduced to the mod diflreifing circumftances, 
the life of one man was a fmall atonement. 

But, in refpeft to the authority of the tribunal^ 
by which he was tried, it was moft exceptionable. 

As the people at large had been injured, none 
but thofe invefted fairly with authority by them, 
and by whom they were adequately reprefented, to* 
gether with the peers of the realm, had a rijght^ by 
the principles of reafon and the oonftitution, to }H'e- 
fide over fuch an unprecedented, fuch an awful 
and folemn aA of national jufiice. Some time be- 
fore the tryal, an hundred members of the houfe of 
commons had been violently expelled. The ninety 
which remained* were not only totally inadequate, aa 
the reprefcntatives of the people, but fubjedt to mi- 
litary controul, and too much under the influence of 
that ambition, wUcli was the caufe of thofe unoon-^ 

G a fiitutional 
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ilitutional meafurcs in the government of Charles^ 



for which he was condertlnfed. 



Farewell, 



LETTER XXVIIl. 



UPON the deatk of his father, Charles the ISe** 
cond was prodaifned king, by Ormond, at 
Youghai and Carirtck, which e^cample. Was follow- 
ed, in all the other parts of Ireland, in pofleffion of 
the royalifts. But their caufe declined apace. One 
g cireumflance how took place, which, had it 
' ' happened fooner, would have been very con- 
ducive to it's intereft. Rinuncini had left the king- 
\ dom, finding that the death of the late King had 
'• heightened againfl him, the refentihent of the more 
moderate Roman Catholics, who forefaw, that this 
event was likely to extinguifli all hopes of thofe ad** 
vantages, of which his obftinaoy had deprived them. 
l&ut, before his departure, his fpirit was too uniyer- 
fally diffufed, and had made too deep an impreflioh 
o^ the minds of his partizans, to be quiekly •eradi- 
cated. In particular, O'Nial was a thorough con- 
vert to his principles. He would have been a con- 
fiderable acquifition^ to the royal caufe, could Or- 
mond have prevailed with him to enter into his 
views, but that he could not accomplifli, 

Si r Charles Coote, having got pofleffion of Derry, 
held it, in behalf of the parliament, and General 
Mpnck^ being detached by them to the North, 
with a body of forces, had feized Carrickfergus. 
Probably, neither of thefe fchemes would have been 
effedtcd, had not the ftate of their affairs, made it 
neceflary for the Scptch government to recall a con- 
fiderable part of their troops from Ulfter. To thofe 
of them who p€mdned, from a dependence on the 

;. difpleafurc 
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^ifpleafure which they had conceived, at the late 
revolution of affairs in England, Ormond applied 
for affiftance, A number of their officers were dif*. 
pofed to comply vrith his defire. Could he Imvc 
fent them an efcort of horfe, for their fecurity, 
they would have led a bo^y of troops to his aid ; 
but he found himfelf UQable to accomplifh this, fo 
had no refource, but the forces I^ipulated by the 
confederates. The men they promifed, could h^ve 
been eafily procured, but, in ralfing the neceflary 
fupplies, there was great difficulty. Much ^g 
backwardnefs w^ difcovered, by the feverJil 
diftridls, in the pj^ymei^t of their rcfpeftive propor*- 
tions, and thofe employed to fuperi,ntend the bwfi- 
riefs, were imfaithful. 

About, tlus time, an Ehglifh fleet, anived at Kin- 
fale, a cirqumftance from Which OrmcHid might have 
derived much advantage, had Frince Rupert, by 
whom it was commanded, been difpofed to promote 
his intereft, and to aft with the prudence and mor 
deration, which the critical ftate of their affairs fo 
much required. But, being ^ rigid Catholic, arid 
at the fame time, of a haughty untraftable temper, 
he treated the Proteftants with much incivility. His 
condudt wa3 very offenfive to^ them. To fwrward 
the views of O'Nial was mote agreeable to him, 
than to promote the intereft of the Marquifs, or of 
thofe who were influenced by moderate fentimenta. 
It was an object of conl^quence to block up the 
principal harbours, and prevent the parliamentarians 
from receiving reinforcements, and other rjeceffary 
fupplies. Prince Rupert was rpquefted to employ 
his (hips in this fervice ; but to no purpofe. - Some 
time after, he was himfelf blocked up by a fleet of 
the parliament, in whiph fituation he continued all 

Summer. 

G 3 Charles 
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Charles was dt this time, at the Hague. Or- 
mond had urged him to come over to Ireland, from 
aperfuaficm tHat his prefence would have r^fed the 
fpirits of his friends, and in other refpeAs, have 
ferved his caufe effentially. With this advice he 
was refolved to comply ; -but being difappointed of 
the neceflkry fupplies, which he expedted either 
from France or Holland, he was forced to drop the 
defign. 

Whek the feafoti of the year for aftion arrived, 
Ormond, having coUeAed eight thoufand men, and 
borrowed, for the fervice, from his friends, a fmal! 
fum of money, took the field. He reduced- Kildarc 
and fome other inconfiderable places, after which; 
being reinforced by two thoufand men, he led his 
troops to the capital, where he had many friends, 
the reduction of which wfluld have been a matter of 
the greateft confequewce. • To prevent the enemy 
In the neighbourhood from difturbing him in his fu- 
ture operations, he fent off towards Drogheda, a 
detachment under the command of Inchiquin, his 
lieutenant igeneral, who routed a body of cavalry, 
which had been difpatched to that place by Jones, 
And reduced the town. Encouraged by this fticcefs, 
he led his men northwards. Having poffeffed 
himfelf of Dundalk, Newry, Garlingford and Green- 
caftle, he returned to Finglas, where Ormond with 
his troops was encamped. 

The parliament, convinced of how great impor- 
tance, the prefervation of Dublin was to their caufe 
in this country, had fent over to Jones, two thou- 
fand foot' and fix hundred horfe^ with money and 
other neceffaries. But thare was another circum- 
fiance, ftill more difcouraging to Ormond. The royal 
garrifons in Munfter, were in a very .weak condition, 

and certain intelligence had arrived, that Oliver 

Cromwell^ 
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Cromwell, one of the parliatrient generals, Tajr at 
Briftol, with a large aritiy, reaciy to iemWk f^ 
that p'rovince. Thithfer Orinond was obliged to de- 
tach Inchiquiri with three regiments of horfe. The 
remainder of th^army, which l«y encamped in 'the 
vicinity of Dublin, was by no fnleans fufficiently 
ftrong, to fbrni a regular Jiege, Tqe only means, 
By which the royafifts couM accomplifli 'thjcir defignL 
was, by cutting off the enemy Wm fubfiflahce, and 
preventing them from oeing reinforced by additi- 
onial fuccours. In order, lb fins, it w^s tncnidht-to 
be a matter of confequehpej to pbifefs and forttfy' 
a caftie called Baggatrath, fituated at a little dif- 
tance from the toivn, Piircell was Tent upon this 
fervice, with Bfteen hundred fdot^ * fate in the 'even- 
ing. The diilance from the camp was only a mile, 
but, from the unfaithfiilnefs of his guide, fome con-^ 
fiderable time, was fpeot, before he re^ch^d the caftle ; 
he took pofleflidn of it, but Rad made Kltle progrefs 
in fortifying it, when the morning appeared, _ JoaeiB^ 
on perceiving what was done, iix^mediately a^^ 
the detachment, .diflodgecf, and purfuejf to, the 
main body of the army, which was ; feized by a 
ftiddeii pannic, and fled from ,atf/quai;tefs*. In thiiis 
battle, which happened in the end of July, C^mond 
loft only fix hulidred roen. But„ which was of the 
greateft confequehce, he Joft all his baggage, tent 
equipage, ammunition and arms, He how retired to 
Ballylhannon,. which he reduced. . Pipm thence,^ he 
marched to Kiljkenny i where feving aflenililed as 
many of hijs broken ^rmy as could be c61Ie£led|^, anil 
being reinforced ; by three hundred horfe, |i^ adr 
vanced to Trim. /Colonel Jpne3 had inveftecl 
Drogheda, this moven\ent obliged him ia rai^ the 
Ocge. , . 

DURINO 
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During thefc tranfadions^ the Englifh forces in 
tJlfter, who, for. fqme time after the death of 
Charles, were undecided in their refolutions, with 
refpeft to the party in whofe favour they (hould 
declare, had determined to fupport the royal caufe, 
and befieged Sir Charles Coote in Derry. 

Notwithstanding the averfion, which the 
parliament of England had difcpvered to the Ro- 
hian Catholics, you have feen that Jones had 
formed a connexion with O'Nial ; to the farne ge- 
neral, Coote, . in. the prefent emergence^ applied for 
aflillance^ Tempted, by the promife of five thou- 
fand pounds, (yNial put his army in motion and 
advanced towards Dcrfy. Upon his approach, the 
Engliih forces broke up their camp and raifed the 

. FarewelL 
L E T-T E R XXIX. ' 

THE prefent misfortunes of Ormond, were the 
natural corifcguence of his fituation. His 
troops were quite incompetent, in numbers and in 
necefjary fupplies, to the feryice in which they had 
engaged; they i^rere divided in their fentin^ents^ 
and his authority fubjcft to the perpetual cohtroul, 
of the conimiflioners pf truft. In confequence of 
the defeat at Rathmines, the fpirits of his party were 
depreffed, and the contribution^, which before had 
been very backward, were paid with ftill moje re- 
ludance. Notwithftanding thefe difcouraging cir- 
cumftanccs, the Marquifs exerted himfelf in every 
quarter, in collefting force?, and making all other 
preparations, with a view to attempt, once more, 
the redudtion of Dublin, but the defign proved 
abortive. 
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By arts of confummate addrefs, by hypocrify, by 
his courage and djftinguiftiqd military abilities, Oli- 
ver CromwelL in the courfe of the civil war, had 
acquired greater influence, than any other of the 
popular leaders, and raifed himfelf to a high com- 
mand in the parliament army. In breaking the 
ftrength, and procuring the death of the late King, 
he had beeji a v^ry active inllrument. But his ex- 
ertions did not proceed from a hatred of tyranny, 
or a defire to promote the public caufe ; they were 
all interefted ; his heart was corrupted by ambition ; 
in order to have an opportunity of gratifying, ftill 
farther, this his predpniinant paflion, he got himfelf 
appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, and n^ade com- 
mander in chief pf the forces, which the parliament 
were now enabled to fend there, to put an end to 
the war. He embarked at Briftpl, and on the fif- 
teenth of Auguft, landed at Dublin, to which, in- 
ilead pf Munfter^ for which he defigned, he was 
driven by a ftrpng gale. He brought with hira 
eight thoufand fpot, four thqufand horfe, a confide- 
rable fum of ipqney, and other neceflaries. His 
firft adt of govemrpent, was to ifTue a proclamation 
pf pardon, to all who would lay cJown their arms, 
and fubrnit to the parliament. Many accepted of 
it. Having appointed Theophilus Jones governor 
of Dublin, and adjufted thofe civil matters, which 
required his attention, he put his arniy in motion, 
and laid fiege to Drogheda. Ormond being aware 
pf this, had taken care to repair the fortifications pf 
that city, to furnifb it with neceffaries, and a garri- 
fon oiF two thoufand foot, and three hundred horfe, 
which he placed under the command of Sir Arthur 
Afton, an officer of diftinguifhed reputation. He 
had likewife ftrengthened his little remaining army, 
bj a reinforcement, firom the troops of Inchiquin, 

with 
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with which he advanced to Portlefter, to be ready, 
if an opportunity offered, to give afliftance to the 
town. But thefe precautions were ufelefs. Crom- 
well led his artillery to 'the walls, in which, he in 
two days, made a confiderable breach. He imnie- 
diatiely aflaulted the town, and took it by ftorni. 
Quarter had been promifed to all who Would lay 
down their arms, notwithftanding, by order of their 
inoft inlpmntan general, the conquerors put the gar- 
rifon and inhabitants to the fword, without iregard 
to fex, age, or eondmon, Five days were fpent 
m this bloody maflacre, Omwnd, in one of his 
letters on the fubjedl of this horrid fcene, fays, " the 
cruelties,' commmitted by Cromwell, on this occa- 
fion, would m^ke as many feveral piftures of inhu- 
manity, as are to be found in the book of martyrs, 
or in the relation of the maflacre of Amboyna.^.The 
mtehded effedt of this detcftable example, was fu% 
accomplifhed. Trim, Dundalk, Ckrlii^fbrd, Newry, 
Lifburn, Belfaft, Cokraine, were all, in a very fhort 
time, furrendered to Cromwell. He next direfted 
his march through the province of Leinfter, preferv- 
ing ^ communication with the fieet^ which coafted 
along the (hore, to proteft his army on that quarter, 
and to fumi(b it with the neceflary ftipplies. Every 
place, through which he paflcd, fubmitted to his 
arms. Qrmond had found means to throw into 
Wicklow, a reinforcement of two thoufend men.; 
but the treachery of the governor, rendered this ef- 
fort to fafe it ineffeftual. Wexford was taken in 
September, whofe wretched inhabitants fhared the 
fame melancholy fate with thofe of Drogheda. Thk 
inhunian man, has left the remembrance of his eru- 
city, in the minds of Irifhmc% written in deep cha- 
lafters of bloody 

Itois, 
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Hoss, upon the river Barrow, was the next fccnc 
of his military operations, which, upon terms, was 
alfo delivered up to him. Previous to this, Crom- 
well had detached ^ body of forces, to lay fiege to 
the fort of Duncannon \ here a flop was put to the 
progrcfs of his arms. The garrifon defended them- 
felves with fpirit. A fevere feafon, encreafed the 
difficulties of Tiis foldiers, many of whom fell vic- 
tims to an infetJlious diforder. As a reinforcement, 
fifteen hundred men we^ fent to him from Dublin ; 
Inchiquin attacked them in their march, and was 
defeated. They advanced, and arrived Ikfe at Dun- 
cannon. Notwitbftanding, Wogan, the governor, 
perfifted in his defence. His conduct was marked 
by diftinguifhed magnanimity. Lord Caftlehaven, 
by a ftroke of generalftiip, faved Duncannon. That 
nobleman, who held in the fervice of the confede- 
rates a principal command, found means of getting 
into the fort. He viewed the fituation of the ene- 
my, and . formed a fcheme, which he immediately 
put in e3^ecution. In the beginning of the night, 
he conveyed into the fort, eighty horfes, which he 
mounted with an equal number of officers. Thefe 
fallied forth, made great flaughter of the enemy, 
and retired before the morning. The Englifli knew, 
that there were no horfe in Duncannon, therefore 
fuppofed, that the ailault had been made by a rein- 
forcement of the enemy, arrived fox the relief of 
Duncannon. Alarmed by this i^ppreheiifion, they 
raifed the fiege. 

Or MONO was obliged in a great meafure to lie 
inaftive during thefe tranfadtions. During the. re- 
mainder of the Summer, after Cromwcirs arrival, 
being deficient in force, and in every neceffary, and 
continually thwarted by the conuniflioners of truft,, 
who watched all his motions with a fufpicious eye, 

he 



,o8 the; history 

he was incapable of appoftng his operations. la 
the beginning of Winter, when it was neceffary tp 
diftribute his troops into quarters,^ an4 he propo- 
fed to difpofe of theni i^ the manner moft condu- 
cive to the fecurity of the garrifona, thofe befong^ 
ing to the confederates abfolutely refufcd to admit, 
within their walls, Proteftant foldiers. In confc- 
quence of tliis obftinacy, they were re^idered much 
lefs capable of defence, ^t laft, Grmpnd was enar 
bled to draw together a body of forces, which were 
ffrengthned by a confii^erable reinforcement, . from 
the ^rmy of 0'N[ial> with whom he h^^ lately conr 
eluded an a<jcommod^tion^ ?ind who died himfelf 
fhortly after. He now took the field, and perccivr 
ing tbaft Cromwell had pafled the Barrow, ajxl was 
advancing towards Kilkenny, determined, if pofli- 
ble, to. bring him to an engagement \ but, of a 
fudden, be turned afide over the Suir^. with a re|5> 
lution to feefiege Waterford. Ormond had the ad- 
drefs to convey into the town, fifteen hundred Car 
thoKg fo^diers ;. no olhep would be received. . Grom- 
'well having made himfelf maft^r of the fort of Paff 
fage, the garrifon of Waterford b/egan to be alarm- 
ed. OrniQnd hallened to it^s affiftance from Clon?^ 
mell. Upon his approach, Cromwell raifed the 
fiege. Whatever hopes the royalifls might have 
entertained^ from this difappointment pf th<^ Engv- 
lidi general, they were fpeedity bkfted, 

Lord Broghill, (on tp the Earl of Cork, had 
gene over to England, to attend the fortunes of 
^Charles, whofe intereft, on all occafionSy he had 
warmly cfpoufed. Cromwell fetzed him by fur- 
prife, told him he was well acquainted with his 
defigns, and that he mull either embrace tha inte- 
reft of the parliament, or be fent prifoner to the 
Tower. BroghilL preferred the former of thefe al- 
ternatives. 



^ 
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terfiatives, in confequence of which, he was fet at 
liberty, and. came over to Ireland, determined to 
give fubftantial pfboFs of his zeal, for the caufe in 
wliich he had now engaged. He ferved it moll ef- 
feftually, for, by praAifmg fecretly with the Pro- 
teftants of Munfter, lie prevailed with them, to de- 
tach themfelves from the Irilh, and to deliver up 
their pricipal towns into the hands of Oliver Crom- 
tvcll. By this revolution, the Proteftant cau(e was 
not only confiderably ftrengthned, but his foldiers 
were accommodated in quarters for the Winter, 
much more comfortable than they could otherwife 
Ihave procured. 

. Mutual defep rooted jealoufies, had prevented 
the loyalifls of the Proteftant and Roman Catholic 
perfuafion, from uniting with any degree of confi- 
dence or afFeAion. The (lender ties by which 
they had been connedled, were now almoft entirely 
diflblved. Sufpicion of the Proteftants became ge- 
meral. Ormond felt tlie change moll feverely, 
which had taken place in Munfter, and the confe- 
qtrent alienation of the Roman Catholics. Neceflity 
^compelled him to quit the field. 

The fedious fpirit of thefe contending parties ru- 
ined their own caufe. They were full of diftruft 
:and jealoufy. The Roman Catholics oppofed Or- 
mond, and this oppofition was chiefly raifcd \>y the 
artifices of the Marquifs of Antrim, who wilhed to 
rife on his ruin. Antrim, we have feen, was made 
lieutenant general, by the aflembly at Kilkenny. 
This office he relinquilhed in difguft. Afterwards, 
he was appointed by them, to a command in the 
northern army, of which, for his vanity and mifcon- 
duft, tliey deprived him. Filled with refentment 
for this affront, he had united himfelf intimately with 
iJie Nuncio and O'Nial, and laboured to fupport 

their 
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their meafures. By that party^ he was promifed to 
be made lord lieutenant of Ireland, in the place of 
Ormond, if their defigns were fuccefsful. Hence, to 
open a way to the gratification of his own vanity 
and ambition, he ufed every means to undermine the 
the authority, and to defeat the meitfures of Or- 
mond. He engaged in his intereft the eommiflion- 
ers of trtift, who entered into his views, and even, 
to gratify him, advanced a charge of mijfconduft 
againft the Marquifs. Ormond fubmitted to the ac- 
cufation, but nothing was proved by his enemies^ to 
his difadvantage. 

Some time before, the Englilh parliament pafled 
an aft to prohibit the importation, from France, of 
wines, of wool and filks, not only into England, 
and the dominions dependant on it, but alfo into 
Ireland* 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXX. 

CROMWELL knew that the ftate of aiFairs 
in England, made it neceifary for him to re* 
turn thither as foon as pofTible. Determined, there- 
fore, to pufli forward his military operations, he 
g took the field in the end of February, and 
having coUeded a confiderable force, fat 
down before the city of Kilkenny. Some time be- 
fore, he had made an unfuccefsful attempt upon it. 
Many of the inhabitants had fallen vidims to an 
epidemical diftemper, which had obliged Caflleha- 
yen to evacuate it, and to carry with him a corjfide- 
rable part of the garrifon. The remainder amounted 
to little more than four hundred men. Inconfidera- 
ble as they were, they exerted themfelves with fpi- 
lit. But Cromwell held a private correfpondence 

with 
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with tbe citizens, in confequence of which, tho gai^ 
rifon was forced to capitulate. They obtained from 
the conqueror honourable tcorms. 

Clonmell was next in veiled by CromwelL 
Here his courage and refolution were put to a fe- 
vere tryal. In the firft attack, he loft two thoufand 
men. Hugh 0*Nial, a brave officer, commanded in 
the town ; he had uncler him a brave garrifon, with 
which, he determined to difcharge the truft repofed 
in him, with fidelity. Ormond ufed every means in 
his power to preferve the place ; he detached for it's 
affiftance, a body of men, under the command of 
Lord Roche, but, in their march, they were at- 
tacked by Broghill and defeated. After O'Nial 
had defended the town two months, want of provi- 
fions obliged him to draw off the garrifqn to Water- 
ford, upon which it furrendcred- 

The Catholic Bifhop of Rofs had been very ac- 
tive, in exciting the inhabitants and garrifon of 
Waterford, to defend themfelves with courage* 
He was taken prifoner. Broghill, into whofe hands 
he fell, told him, that if he would perfuade a neigh- 
bouring fort to furrender, he would fpare his life. 
The Bilhop went, but inftead of advifmg the garri- 
fon to furrender, he exhorted them to oppofe the 
enemy with firmnefs. For this, Broghill punched 
him with death. An adtion of a (imilar kind, has 
handed down the name of a brave Roman, with ho- 
nor, to pofterity. 

At this time, the Marquifs of Clanricarde would 
have put himfelf at the head of the royalifts, of the 
Catholic perfuafion in Ulfter, with a view to unite 
them in an attempt, to raife the declining caufe of 
Charles in that province. But they would not fub- 
mit to his conamand. They chofe for their leader, 
the titular Bifliop of Clogher, to whom Ormond,, 

who 
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who had, on former occafions, experienced his zeaf 
for the King, fcnt a dommiffion, vefting him with 
powers to a<5t in that capacity. He was zealous in 
the caufe, and had confiderable influence with the 
Irilh, but was by no means poflefled of that temper 
or military Ikill^ neceflary to qualify hirii for fuch 
a llation. After traverfmg feveral parts of the 
counties of Dcrry, Tyrone and Donegal, without 
performing any adion of confequence, he was 
drawn into an engagement with Sir Charles Coote, 
near Letterkenny, defeated, taken prifoner, and 
executed by order of the Englifli parliament. 

By this time, Charles had put himfclf under the 
protcdion of the Scots, who threatened to invade 
England. Upon this intelligence, Cromwell haf- 
tened from Ireland, leaving Ireton in his place, to 
purfue the operations neceflary to the entire reduc- 
tion of the kingdom. To Ireton, Cromwell, who 
was continued lord lieutenant, joined Colonel Jones 
and two others, as commiffioners for diredting civil 
affairs. 

The progrefs of Cromwell's arms had been very 
rapid. Befides his fuccefs in Leinfter and the Sbnth- 
ern province, Ulfter was now entirely fubjedk to the 
parliament. Still however, the whole of Connaught, 
and feveral other places of confequ.ence, in the other 
provinces, were in the hands of the Irini. Whilft 
any hope of fuccefs remained, Ormond determined 
not to relinquifli the caufe in which he had engaged. 
But his difficulties encreafed to fuch a degree, as to 
dilappoint all his expcdtations. 

Limerick was a place of much Importance to 
the royalifts, but, at prefent, in a defencelefs ftate. 
Here he wilhed much to introduce a garrifon. But 
it would not be received. Sonie of the inhiabitanta 
were gained over to the parllan^cnt-, others of them 

would 
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would have no connexion with Froteftants. After 
the example of Limerick, Galway refufed to admit 
Lord Clanricarde with a body of troops, unlefs he 
would place them under the command of the city. 

Charles, to ingratiate himfelf with the Scots^ 
had, in one of his public declarations, acknowleg* 
ed, " that the misfortunes of his father, had arifen 
from his having fmfuUy married into an idolatrous 
family^ and at. the fame time, exprefled his abhor- 
rence of the peace, which h^ had made with the 
Irifli Roman Catholics, and ratified hinifelf, aiferting 
it to be void, having been entered into with bloody 
and idolatrous rebels.'* This aft of (hamefnl hypo- 
crify, was exceedingly ofFcnfive to the Irifli, who 
were before, in a great meafure, alienated from his 
caufe. 

Those of the Catholic clerjgy, who had been 

moft induftrious in counteradling the views of Or- 

mond, now openly took the lead in public affairs* 

Blind to their prefent fituation, and ftiU niore dif- 

couraging profpedks, they refolved to break off from 

all connexion with the Marquifs. In Auguft, they 

affembled at Jameftown, where it was moved, that 

he (hould quit the kingdom, and leave his authority 
in the hands of fome p^rfon, or perfons, faithful to 

his Majefly, and trufty to the nation, who poffefTed 
the confidence and the affeftions of the people. To 
this, they added a public declaration, in which they 
refieft fevereiy.on his government, and enjoin the 
people to obey no orders, but fuch as were iffued 
by them. . All who (houkj tranfgrefs this aft of af* 
fumed authority, they excommunicated. The prin- 
ciples and fentiments of thefe ecclefiaftic§ were not 
changed, nor their influence weakened by the pro» 
cecdings of the affembly of confederates, which was 
convened foon after* The little aythority over thcr 
Vol. II. n Wfli| 
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iim, >vMcii bad femained with CWitidnd, was no<v 
annihilated. Every bfftecr of that perfuafion, excejit 
^t^ captata him. All the 

Protcftants w^re required to leave the kingdom. 
"Befides t^ir former ^cquifitions, Naas, Athy, Ma- 
VybofQUgb, CartoW, Wkterford, and the important 
fort of Duncannbn, Vere by this time in poflef- 
lion of the parfiihifeiit. Sir Charles Coote had ad- 
vanced with a powerful army to Athlorie, and and- 
^ther boJiy of their trbops v(ras ready to pafs the 
'Shannon, ^rid to overrun the province of Con- 
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All the efforts of Orrtiond with the Roman Ca- 
tholids, to induce them to adopt niofe moderate 
^couhfers, being ineffedual, and of courfe all his 
hopes, extinguilhed, he appointed Clanricarde his 
"deputy, with a difcretionary jiower, to accept of 
itiie office or ndt^ as he mVght fee caufe, and, ac- 
cofnpariied by Inchiqum, ahd'a nuinber of Prote- 
ftant officers, embarked for France. In the bay of 
;<3alway, he deceived a declai^ation, containing new 
propdfitions, difpatched after him by the general 
>ffenibly. There was nothing in it to make him 
change his Intention. Referring it to Lord Clanri- 
carde, he proceeded to f^a,* ani after a difagreeable 
voyage, arnvfed in Bretagne, 

FarewelL 
L E T T E R XXXI. 

WITH a faving of their privileges, the Ro- 
man Catholics agreed to fubmit to the go- 
vernment of Lord Clanricarde. Though he confi- 
dered tbe exception as not friendly, to the authority 
which belonged to the office of deputy, yet not be- 
ing able to bring them to better terms^ he accepted 

' of 
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of the appoimment. The prefeht appeared to Ire- 
ton, a favourable opportunity for attempting an ac- 
commodation with the confederates; he fent.com- 
raiflioncrs to Ahem for that purpofe, but his propo- 
fab were rcjeded. 

There was another treaty in agitation, vtfhidi 
the Roman Cathc>lics were much more follidtous, to 
bring to a favourable canclufion- Of the forei^ 
powerjS, ffjom whom they allied afliftancei, they had 
applied to the Duke of Lorrain, a CathoBc pHftc^, 
tcttake them and their cairfe under his proteftion. 
This application flattered die vanity of Lorrain. He 
alfo knew, that by interefting himfelf in die con- 
cerns of the Irifh, he wouki recommend himfelf to 
the Pope, whom he was foUiciting to difatmul a for- 
mer marriage, and to legitimate the children of a 
fecond wife, his firft being ahve, at the time of his 
union with the other. As a mark of his igood will, 
he had advanced to the Irifh five thoufand pounds, 
and now fent over an envoy to fettle the terms, on 
which he was to give them farther afliftance. To 
deliberate on this fubjeft, a meeting of the princi- 
pal Roman Catholics was convened at Galway. 
The fum of the terms propofed ^by the envoy was, 
that if his mafter advanced money fufficicnt for de- 
fraying the expence of the war, and took fuch fteps 
as were necelfary to the defence of the Irifti nation^ 
certain towns Ihould be put into his hands, as a fe- 
curity until he was reimburfed 5 that he Ihould be 
vefted with the title of protedtor royal of Ireland, 
with extenfive civil powers, and an abfolute conv 
mand over the military force of the kingdom ; that 
perpetual, obfequious and faithful duty (hould be 
paid to the apoftolic fee. 

These conditions were approved by the Roman 
Catholics, Clanricarde, confidering them as inju- 

H z xious 
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rious to his Majefty's prerogative, declared them to 
. I>c inadmifTible, and fent deputies to Lorrain to fet- 
tle the affair, on terms confiftent with the King's 
honor, and the intereft of the nation. The other 
party, with whom the clergy had a leading influ- 
ence, fent an agent like wife. Lord Taafe, Sir Ni- 
cholas Plunket, and Geoffry Brown, were the com- 
miflioners from Clanricarde ; the clergy, and thofe 
connetSked with them, emplo)^, as their deputy, 
the bifliop of Ferns. 

Upon their arrival at Bruffeis, Lord Taafe fet pff 
r for Paris, to confuit with the Queen and Duke of 
. York, upon the bufinefs of their embaffy. In his ab- 
fence, Plunket and Brown were prevailed with by 
the bifliop, to conclude a treaty with Lorrain, on 
terms of the fame import with thofe, which had been 
propofed by his envoy at Galway. Againft this, 
Clanricarde entered his pmteft, with which the af- 
jfair ended. 

Do RING this tranfaftion, which happened in 
Winter^ Ireton was employed in making preparati- 
r-- ons, for profecuting the war on the return of 
/^'- fpring. On the opening of the campaign. 
Sir Charles Coote palled the Shannon and in veiled 
Athlone, which, notwithftanding the efforts of Lord 
Clanricarde, was obliged to furrender. He then 
advanced forward into Connaught, with his military 
operations. Whilft Sir Charles was thus employed 
in that quarter, Ireton not intimidated by an unfuc- 
jcefsful attack,* Which he had made upon it the pre- 
feding Summer, led his forces into Munfter, and 
laid liege to Limerick. Clanricarde had offered to 
/hut himfelf up in the town, with a body of forces, 
and fhare it's fate. The citizens rejefted this pro- 
pofal, and would only receive a few foldiers of their 
bwn choice, which they placed under the conunand 

of 
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of Hugh O'Ni^I, who had gained fuch reputation 
by his fpirited defence of ClonmeM* On the pre- 
fent occafion, he acquitted himfelf with equal mag, 
nanimity. Lord Muflcerry had coUefted a confide- 
rable force, with which he was advancing to the re- 
lief of Limerick, but he was attacked in his march, 
and defeated. Not difcouraged by this misfortune, 
Q*Nial determined to perfevere in the defence of 
the town, 

Bu T fome of the inhabitants, as was before ob» 
ferved, were difafFeacd to the royal caufej thcfe 
made a vigorous effort, feized the cannon, and 
turned them upon the garrifon, which, by this cir-- 
cumftance and the diftrefs occafioaed by a peftilen- 
tial diforder, wgs obKged to Airrender. Seven- 
teen perjfons were excluded from the benefit of the 
terms' of capitulation, one of whom was the brave 
O'Nial. Through the influence of Ireton, he was 
twice found guilty of death, by the judgement of 
a court martiaU But a nupnber pf the officers, to 
their diftinguifhed honor, having perfifted in their 
oppofition to the fentence, he was acquitted. Sir 
GcofFry Barrow was another who was excepted 
from the conditions. When he was afked by the 
court, why he fhould not be condemned ; he an- 
f wered with magnanimity, ** Becaufe he had been 
engaged in the fame caufe with the parliament, 
fighting in defence of the refigion and hberties of 
his country/* His defence was unanfwerable. But 
to the difgrace of thofe, upon whofe power his life 
unfortunately depended, he was executed. 

Ireton did not live to improve the advantage he 
had obtained, by the reduction of Limerick. He 
fell a facrifice to the epidemical diftemper, we have 
mentioned, and which now extended to {everal 
p^s of the lungdpm. 

H3 T«» 
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The defign which Cromwell had conceived, 
againft the liberties of "England, was now com- 
plcatly formed ; having founded Ludlow privately, 
with refpeft to it, and found that it did not meet 
with his approbation, to get clear of him, he had 
him fent over to this country, to command the 
army in the place of Ire ton. 

From the year fixteen hundred and forty eight, 
the Englifli parliament had engroifed all the power, 
and ufutped every privilege of the Irifti conftitution. 
To Cromwell they joined Ludlow, Major General 
Ireton, Colonel John Jones, and Miles Corbet, a& 
commifl5oners for adminiftring the civil affairs of 
this kingdom. Befides other powers, they were 
veiled with authority to levy nioney, and to form 
a code of criminal law, for the diredtion of the 
courts of juftice. To affift them in the execution . 
of their office, they appointed fub-comiffioners for 
tlie feveral towns and diftriits. 

Ludlow, in his military capacity, determined to 
proceed with vigour in the fteps of his predeccffor. 
Previous to the following campaign, he liFued orders, 
by which all perfons were forbidden to affift the 
enemy with provifions, and every perfon enjoined 
not to depart from their quarters at their peril. 
Thofe, from the landing of Cromwell, who had de- 
ferted the Englifli and joined with the Roman Ca- 
tholics, were exempted from mercy hy proclamati- 
on. The feverity with which this declaration, and 
thofe orders were executed, made a deep impreffion 
on the Irifli, who were now willing to propofe 
terms of accommodation, but none would be ac- 
cepted. 

Ik May, fixteen hundred and fifty two. Sir Charles 
Coote led his forces to Galway, which, being de^ 
ferted by Prefton, it's governor, deftitute in itfelf 

of 
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of the me^ns of ci<&Gce^ aod unafliftcd by tht frifc* . 
fopa furrcnder?d. 

Pjspiblited by the gloomy prpfpc^ of th^iraf- 
ff^irs, Qwyny of the Irilh Ijud afide all thoughts ^ ^ 
qf cpntiauing the \var. A conlicleir^ble ijiuin- 
lier of the foldiers fubn(iitt?d to i^udlpw, upqji cqxidi- 
tion of being permitted to tranfpjort themfcjves tp 
the Continent, and to enter ii;ito the feryice pf forne 
prince, in alliancp with England* T|ie Barl of 
'\\rcftaiorcland, I^rd Mulkerry, Colonel Fitzpatrick, 
Colonel O'Ppwyer, with three or four thoufand pther^ 
laid down their arms, upon being allpwecl to epjoy 
their perfonal fortune, and fuch a pprtion of jheir 
real t^^ate, as (hould afterwards be granted to others 
in jhf famjs cijrcumftances. AH the Iriih might 
have had thp benefit of thefe terms ; but thole of 
Connaught and Ulfter determined to mak? another 
efFprt- Five thpufand of theip* Mnder the command 
of Clanricarde and Sir Phelim O'Niai, proceeded to 
Ballyfhannon, which they tpok, l>ut being jTurprifed 
by Sir Chades Coote and Golo;iel Venables, they 
were forced to retreat into faftnefles, having jeft in 
the place a frpfill garrifon. Twelve l^undrcd of 
them were forced to lay down their arjps, and Bal- 
lyftiannon foon after Surrendered. 

Clanricarde fen t Lord Caftleha ven to Charles, 
to xcprefent to him, the unfortunate ilate of his af^ 
fairs in this kingdprn, and to receive inftruf^ions, 
with refpeft to his. future condud^. jHe was defired 
to provide for his own fafety ; upon which, haying 
obtained permiflion from the parliament of England, 
he left this country, with a number of his adhe- 
rents,, who chofc to partake of his fortune* He re- 
tired to England, where_^he died, in Odober, fixteen 
hundred and fifty nine* 

Of 



k. 1. »- 



I20 THE HISTORY 

Op all the loyaliils, none was more zealoufly at-^ 
tached to the intereft of Charles, than the Marquifs 
of Clanricarde. At a time, when every other Ro- 
man Catholic of rank in Ireland, either favoured, 
or had taken up arms, in fupport of the infurreftion 
of fixteen hundred and forty one, the King repofed 
fuch confidence in him, that he permitted him to 
retain in his fervice a principal command. This 
fubjedted him, in a peculiar manner, to the refent- 
xlient of his countrymen. The difficulties to which, 
in the beginning, he was expofed, from their oppo^ 
fition, and that of the parliamentarians, who looiced 
upon him with a very jealous eye, he bore with in^ 
vincible refolution. When the arms of the infur- 
gents triumphed in the county of Galway, and 
every part of Connaught, and he could no longer 
be of ufe in that quarter, he entered into the mofl: 
intimate connexion with Grmond, whom he affifted 
in his perplexities, by his advice, and with all the 
means in his power. To enable him, by provide 
ing for another, to add a new friend to the intereft 
of the King, he was fo difinterefted as to lay down 
his office of lieutenant general. He accepted of 
that of deputy, at a period full 6f trouble, when 
the fpftune of Charles was reduced to the loweft 
ebb, and did not leave the kingdom, until all 
Tiopes were utterly extinguiflied. There is every 
reajGDn to fuppofe, that he was a man of principfe. 
What a pity it is, that, fuch v'^rtues were iiot ex- 
erted in a better caufe | 

Farewell 
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LETTER XXXIL 

TH E appointment of Ludlow, ae general of tho 
Irifti forces, was but ^ temporary expedient. 
The perfoji on whom Cromwell had fixed his eye, 

for that purpofe, was Fleetwood, who had married 
his daughter, the widow of Ireton, in whofe attach- 
ment to his intereftj he flattered hiijifelf, he might 
place entire confidence. Lambert was the perfon 
whom the parliament had defigned, for the command 
of the troops iiii Ireland, but by the ^ddrefs of Crom- 
well, he was denied the title of brd lieutenant, in 
confequence of which, he gave up the appointment 
in difguft, and Fleetwqod W4S fubftituted in his 
place. 

Vested with the power of commander in chief, 
and as a commiffioner for directing civil affairs, he? 
came over to this country. He had now very littl<5 
to do, except in the latter capacity, for the ftrength 
of the Irifti and of the Broteftant Iqyalifts, was ea^- 
tirely brokeut 

Commissioners were appointed, for the tryal 
of thofe who had been charged with crimes, fmce 
the beginning of the infurredlion, to enquire coiit 
ceming the forfeited lands, and give grants to thofe, 
who by their Cervices, had merited rewards from the 
Englifh parliament. 

By order of the qommiflioners, high courts of 
juftice were ered^ed in the fevera^ provinces. In 
Ulfter, which h^d beer; the principal faerie of the 
piaflacre, none died by the hand of the executioner, 
but Sir Phelim O'Nial, whofe cruelties were a dif- 
gracc to his charadter as a gentleman, to his ranl^ 
as an officer, and moll dWionour^ble to thecaufe in 
which he was engaged. Upoja his tryal, he was 

' chargecj 
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charged with having produced the Kingls cammiC- 
fion, authorifing the infurreftion. He confeffed he 
had, but deckred it to be a forgery. He was told, 
that if he could produce any material proof, that 
he had fuch a eon>n>iflioi> fronv his Majefty, he 
wouH be reftored to his Fiberty and eftate^ To the 
very laft, he perfifted in his firft declaration. There 
was no evidence to pfove the reaBty of this fup- 
pofed commiffion. The ofBcer, as we are informed 
by Burnet^ who at that tinie had the great feai in 
keeping, and through whofe bands it muft have' 
pafled, denied that he had ever feen it. Had the 
infurreftion been conducive to his intercft, Charles 
might have encouraged it ; would he give the fane- 
tion of his authority to that, which in the beginning, 
and alnioft through every ftage, had a pernicious 
influence on his affairs .^ The letter written by his 
order,, by Secretary Vane, to the Lords Juftices,, 
previous to the infurreftion, already mentioned, 
which pointed out certain grounds of (ufpicion with 
rcfpeft to it, and how neceffary it was for them ta 
guard the public tranquillity with a watchful eye, 
feems to place this matter beyond all doubt. 

But,: to return to the tryals. In Leinfter^ and 
in the Southern and Weffern provinces, none of 
rank were condemned, except Lord Mayo and Co^ 
tone! William Bagnal. Two hundred of the lower 
clafs were executed. Befides thcfe, you recolle<Sl 
that feveral hundreds were tried, and had fuffered 
in the firft year of the infurreftion. Betwixt that 
and the preient period, a number of thofe who were 
guilty, efcaped from the kingdom, others of them 
were dead. Some were excluded from pardon, with . 
rclpe6t to cither life or eftate, of which number 
were the Marquifs of Grmond, .Inchiquin, Bramhal 
Bifliiop of Derry, and the Earl of Rofcommon* 

Lord 
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Lord Macguire, mftead of being remitted to the 
judgment of h\s peers, in his own country, was fent 
6Ver to England. Upon being called to tryal there, 
before the court of king's bench, he pleaded that, 
being a peer of the Irifh parlianient, he was not fub- 
ject to their jurifdiftion. This objection was not 
fuftained by the court, who afferted, that a baron of 
Ireland might be tried by a jury in England. This 
opinion was fupported by a vote of the houfe of 
commons, which being fent to the Lords, had alfo 
the fandtton of their approbation. He waa accord- 
ingly, in violation of his privil(^e, and of his rights 
as an Irifhman, compelled to fubmit to the judg- 
ment af an Englifti jury. He was condemned. The 
heart is moved with pity, by the manner in whicTi 
this unfortunate peer was treated, previous to "his 
execution. Being a Roman Catholic, he wiflied to 
have the comfort and the inftruftions, of a clergy- 
man of his own perfuafion, to help him in preparing 
for the awful fcene before him. This defirc would 
not be gratified. He urged his requeft ; but in vain. 
With bitter reflexions on his religion and it's mini- 
fters, he was told, he fhould have the alTiftance of a 
Broteftant divine. Accordingly, a Proteftant di- 
vine forced upon him his admonitions, to the great 
difcompofure of his mind, even in his laft moments. 
Thofe capable of behaving with fuch deteftable in- 
fmcerity, were a difgracc to the name of Proteftant. 

The next object which engaged the attention of 
the commiflioners, was the afcertaining and diftri- 
buting the forfeited lands. In order to this, a court 
of claims fat in Dublin. Other fimilar courts were 
eftabliftied in different parts of the kingdom. 

The forfeited lands in Ulfter, in Leinfter, and the 
Southern province, were laid out in feparate propor- 
tions, part of which was divided among the foldiers 

and 
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and Englifti adventurers. Of the church Iand«» a 
proportion was applied to encreafe the revenues ef 
the college. What remained of the forfeitures^ were 
left to be difpofed of at the difcretion of the parHa?- 
ment. A large tradk of barren land, in the province 
of Connaughtjj which, by the plague, and by the ca- 
lamities of wsMT, had been almoft defolate of inhabi- 
tants, >yas fet apart for the Irifl>, Thefe wretched 
people were comnaanded, to bid farewell to the pkce 
of their nativity, to all the objects of their dfeareft 
afFedion, and to retire thither againft a certain day, 
upon the penalty of death. The part affigi^d to- 
each individual, was in proportion to that from 
which he had been expelled, of his right and title to 
which, he was obliged ,to give a rekafe to the con- 
querors, to cut ofF from himfelf arxi Iris pofterity, all 
claim of being reftored to the poffeflion of it. In 
this diftribution, none had a fifth of their former 
property. Some of them had a competent liveFw 
hood, whrift others, of which the number was by fat 
the greateft, had not wherewith to fupply the com- 
mon ncoeflariefi of life. The authors erf this pro- 
(cription, by fuch an aft of ruthlefs mhumanily, have 
entailed upon their memory everlafting difgrace. 
In September^ the parliament of England paffed an^ 
aft, by which the above diftribution of land was * 
pretended to be confirmed, and it was declared,, 
that the rebellion i^i Ireland was appealed, fubdued 
^nd e^dedn 

Farewell. 

LETTER XXXIII. 

CROMWELL, during thefe tranfaftions, had 
brought all his fchcmes to maturity, and raifed 
himfelf tp the pinnacle of dominion^ to which they 

aimed, 
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aimed, as the fupremc gratification of his boundleft 
ambition. He had diflblved the long parliament in 
the moft arbitrary manner, and called another, 
which becaufe they did not coincide with his viewg, 
lie xiifiblved alfo. 

Upon this, the council of officers declared him 
to be. Protedtor of the Commpnwcalth, of the three 
kingdoms of England, Ireland and Scotland. Men 
of the fame principles of the tyrant, with whom 
ielfifh confideratnns prevailed, over every obliga- 
tion of virtue and honor, approved this adk of def- 
potifra, whilflr by the loyalifts, and by ali thofe who 
were iaterefled, in the caufe of liberty and their 
country, it was feverely and loudly condemned. 

In this country, through the influence of Fleet- 
wood, the commiffioners, and a few of the princi- 
pal officers, who were confulted upon the occafion, 
Cromwell was, with great difficulty, declared pro- 
tc<5ton To regulate the political interefts of the 
empire, a form was drawn up by Oliver and his 
friends, called. the inftrument of government. By 
this it was determined, that England, Scotland and 
Ireland^ Ihould ele<5l a certain number of members 
to meet in parliament, as the reprefcntatives of one 
united commonwealfh. Of thefe, thirty were to be 
returned for Ireland. As muft ever be the cafe, 
where the reprefentation is in itfelf fo inadequate, 
and the delegates from a part of an empire, bear 
fo inconfiderable a proportion to the whole legiila* 
live body, thofe chofcn fof Ireland were under the 
influence of government, and contributed to the 
fupport of it. 

For the more efFeitual feciirity of his power, 
Cromwell difmifled from their office, the Irilh com- 
mifliGiiers, employed in the management of civil af- 
fairs, and conftituted Fleetwood deputy, for three 

years, 
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years. A ihort time after, he fent over to Ireland, 
Henry his fecond fon, in a military capadty. As 
he was acquainted with the afiairs of this country, 
where he had been fome time before, was a man of 
ability, of conciliating difpofitions, and had a capa- 
city for government, he removed Fleetwood, and 
vefted him with, the powers of lord lieutenant. 

The officers of the army were difcoatoited, hav- 
ing received rewards, whidi they did not think ade- 
quate to their fervices. Numbers of others were 
much diifatisfied with the late revolution. 

Manifold were the diflreiles of the kingdom. 
The late peftilence had occafioned mudi defolation, 
notwithftanding, the taxes were heavy, to defray 
the public expence, and to enable Oliver to reward 
his favourrite partizans. Yet fo wife, fo juil and 
benevolent, was the adminiftration of Henry, that 
the difafFefted gave no difturbance to government. 

During the (hort ufurpation of Cromwell, by 
his fpirited and dexterous management, the affairs 
of Britain were in a moft profperous ftate, at home 
and abroad. But he found, from wretched experi- 
ence, that wordly honours, and the higheft gratifica- 
tions of ambition, when purchafed, as the wages of 
iniquity, cannot either conftitute or fecure human 
happinefs. The apprehenfion of the merited punifh- 
ment of his crimes, and the terrors of a guilty con- 
fcience, clouded all his flattering profpedls,; em- 
bittered his peace, and haunted him to the grave. 
He died of a tertian ague, on the third of Septem- 
ber, fixteen hundred and fifty eight. 

Upon this event, Richard Cromwell, fucceeded 
to the title, and to the powers with which his father 
had been invefted. But he wanted abilities for an 
office, which required a degree of fpirit, of clevcrnefs 
and political cagacity, to which the bold and exten- 

five 
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five genius of his father^ was not more tlian equal. 
He feverely felt the weight of government, until he 
fhrunk from it. The proteAorate was diffolved, the 
commonwealth reftored, and the long parliament re- 
inflated in it*s privileges, by whofe authority, Henry 
Cromwell was recalled from Ireland, the former 
commiffioners fubftituted in Hs place, and the com- 
mand of the military committed to Ludlow. Lud- 
low, than whom none of the oppofers of Charles, 
was more fincere, more zealous, or more conftatit 
to the principles of Britifti liberty, ufed every pofliblc 
means to re-eftabltfh in this country, the authority 
of the parliament. He difmiffed difaffe^ed officers, 
and fubftituted in their places, thofe on whom he 
could depend, He made a proper diftribution of 
the forces ; he furniflied the garrifons with ammuni- 
tion and provifions, and eftablilhed, in each county, 
a numerous militia. 

The Eriglifti parliament, having required help to 

quell an infurreftion raifed, in favour of Charles, by- 
Sir George "Booth and other i-oyaiifts, he fent over 
to their afiiftancc, a thoufand foot and five hundred 
horfe* This commotion was fcarcely fuppreflcd, 
when Colonel Lambert, to gratify his ambition, and 
from refentment to the houfe of commons, for not 
railing him to a higher command, promoted among 
the officers of his brigade, a petition to parliament, 
refledting on their condud, and defiring them to re- 
linqurfh their power, in order, as they pretended, 
that the people might eftablilh the government, in a 
manner more agreeable to their wilhes. Copies of 
ihis petition were tranfmitted to Ireland, with a 
view to obtain the concurrence of the army- Upon 
which, Ludlow convened a meeting of as many of- 
ficers as he could coUcdk, pointed out to them the. 
nature, the objed and the tendency of this mea- 

* fur^ 
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fure, in fuch a light, that they concurred in a coun* 
ter petition to the parliament, in which, they dc-'' 
clare themfclvcs willing to lay down their lives, in 
their fcrvice, and in fupport of the intereft of the 
ftate. Having thus endeavoured to fettle matters 
in this kingdom, in the manner moft agreeable to 
his wiflies, the General placed Colonel Jones at the 
head of the army, and pafTed over to England, 
• where his advice and affiftance were much wanted. 

With the diflblution of the protedorate, the 
royalifts began to entertain flattering hopes, that 
their caufc would at length revive, and be crowned 
with fuccefs. In order to this, they concerted the 
moft prudential, and the moft politic fchemes, and 
conduced them with 2eal, with fecrefy and the 
moft profound diflimulation. They communicated 
their views to Ireland, where they were adopted by 
thofe of the old Englifti race, the more moderate of 
the confederated Irilh, and a confiderablc number of 
Proteftants. The feverity of the commiffioners to 
fuch as were hoftile to their principles, and particu- 
larly, the refentment of the officers whom Ludlow, 
on the fame account, had difmiflcd from the army, 
ttrengthened and diffufed that fpirit. Broghill had 
long been a zealous friend to Charles, whofe caufe, 
when trepanned by Cromwell, he had deferted from 
neceffity. With the profpeft of fuccefs, his old 
principles revived, in fupport of which, he deter- 
mined to take an aftive part. Sir Charles Coote, 
an inftrument of Monk, with Whom he carried on a 
private correfpondence, entered with zeal into his 
fchemes. With fome friends privy to their defiga, 
they affembled in Dublin, under pretence jof petiti-- 
oning government, made a fudden attack upon 
the caftle, of which they poffeffed themfelves. 
Sir Hardrefs Waller wrefted it from their hands, 

but 
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but they again got pofleffion of it, took Sir Har- 
drefs, Jones, and fome other aftivc partizans of the 
oppofite caufe, and fent them over prifoners to 
England. The torrent was too violent to be flop- 
ped in it's courfe, by the feeble exertions of the bid 
Irifh Catholics, and a few zealous republicans. In a 
Ihort time, not only Dublin but Galway, Athlone, 
and all the principal towns in Ireland, were in the 
hands of the royalifts, who, imitating the exam- 
ple of ijjeir friends in England, and with the fame 
views, united in declaring for a free parliament. A 
council of officers called together a convention of 
eftates, who, influenced by the fame defign with 
the royalifts, prefided in the adminiftration of pub- 
lic affairs. The fcheme was now ripe for executi- 
on. Charles had made fome general declarations 
at Breda, concerning his principles and intentions, 
with refpeft to the privileges of his fubjeftsj in 
thefe, notwithftanding the proofs he had given, of 
his being a man deftitute of principle, contrary to 
found policy, and all juft regard to the rights of 
the conftitution, the people of England and Ireland 
implicitly acquiefced. Anxious to free themfelves 
from a ftate of diftradkion, in which they had been 
involved for many years, without confidering, that 
it was much better to have a little more patience, 
than to precipitate themfelves into the evils of def- 
potifm, he was proclaimed fovereign, in the chief 
towns of both kingdoms. The proclamation, in this 
country, was followed by a loyal addrefs, and by 
a prefent of twenty thoufand pounds to his Majefty, 
four thoufand to the Duke of York, and two thou* 
fand to the Duke of Glocefter. 

AdieuJ 
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LETTER iCXXV. 

/ 

• , "I 1 

IT is painful 16 fevery feeling of humanity, to 
view the ftate of this country, from the year 
lixteen hundred and forty one, to the rcftoradon. 
During the whole oiF that period^ the mind is not 
relieted by the intervention of one gleam of public 
liappineifs. The dreadful eflfedls of ambition, of a 
violent party fpirit^ and of religious bigotry, ag- 
gravated by the calamities of civil war, ml up the 
whole of the fcene. Of thefe, ambition, or a thirft 
of iawlefs domination was thte Original fource of all 
oiir mifenes> This provoked the natives to arms. 
The hiftory of mankind does not produce an in- 
ilance, of a government founded in equity, and ad- 
miniftred by the principles of juftice, being dif- 
turbed by 4 confpiracy of thfe fubjeds, fimilar to 
the Irifli infurreftion* The ambition of Charles, 
which kindled the flame of contention betwixt him 
and the parliament, extended to this country, mul- 
tiplied the diftradtions of the feveral parties, and 
aggravated our miferies. By oppofing the arbitrary 
mcafures of the King, the parliament of England, 
adcd a part worthy of the reprefentativcs of a free 
people ; they exhibited a noble example of patriot- 
ifm, which did honor to their fpirit and magnanimi- 
ty. But power fafcinates the heart, and the glori- 
ous fpirit of freedom is too apt to be limited, and 
partial in it's exertions, being corrupted by a mix- 
ture of human frailty. The love of liberty, an 
emanation from a Being of the moil perfe^ good- 
nefs, never produces it's genuine efFcds, but when 
accompanied by that divine principle of benevolence, 
which would reftrain from injury, and animate to 
promote the happinefs of all with whom we are con- 

ne&ed 
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aefted. Benevolence, nay a common regard to the 
rights of men, diftributes juftice with the ftrifteft 
impartiality, is equally attentive to the privileges 
of thofe, who are not of our religious opinions, as of 
thofe who, in this refpeit, entertain the fame fenti- 
ments. It is not confined in it's views, does not 
center it's regard in immediate, whilft it is indiffe- 
rent to the intereft, or violates the rights of more re- 
mote connexions. Had the parliament of England 
afted from thefe fair and generous principles, the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland would have ceafed to 
complain, and not only they, but all the advo- 
cates for freedom would have united their eflforts, in 
eftablifliing the liberties of both countries, on a 
folid and permanent foundation. But, as we have 
frequently obferved, religious bigotry, produced 
in them, with refpeft to the natives of this country, 
a fpirit of perfecution, and they were fcarcely in 
pofTeflion of power, when they trampled on our civil 
privileges. 

You will fay, that the King committed to them 
the care of this country, and that if he had not, ne- 
ceflity would have obliged them to interfere in it's 
concerns. But were the Irifli nation the property of 
his Majefty, which he might transfer or difpofe of 
at pleafure ? Could he convey to them, a right that 
did not belong to him, and which they could not 
pretend to exercife, without being guilty of ufurpa- 
tion ? As to their being obliged to interpofe in our 
affairs, this neceflity entirely arofe from the princi- 
ples, in refpedl to the natives, on which they 
formed their views, and conducted the operations of 
the war. Whatever national advantages they ob- 
tained, by their oppofition to Charles, were confined 
folely to England. We were in no refpeft to par- 
ticipate of them 9 fo much W9s it the reverfe, that 

I ^ the 
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the moft tyrannical of his proceedings, were not 
more hoftile to Britilh liberty, than the meafures of 
their government were in refpcft to our rights. 
Had their interference been accompanied by a de- 
claration, in favour of our liberties, and when their 
fituation changed, had they reftored us to the pof- 
feflion of them, it then might have been faid, that 
the encroachments, of which Irifhmen complained, 
arofe from a neceility, xx:cafioned by the confufion 
of the times. But they thought no apology was 
required. It is evident, that Ireland, in their efti- 
mation, was not entitled to the privileges of an in- 
dependent kingdom* The favourable change of 
their affairs, fx^oduced no alteration in their princi- 
ples of government, to our advantage. With the 
fuccefs of their arms, dieir violations multiplied* 
They difpofed of our property, they confined our 
trade, they bound us by their laws, as if we had no 
iegiflature of our own, as if we were flaves, in ail 
refpedts, fubjedk to their abfolute controul. Four 
years previous to the ufurpation of Oliver, we were 
utterly deprived of our luitionai dignity, and loft 
our conftitution. 

From the tin^c that Cromwell threw off the 
malk, his conduct was pcrfedkly confiftent with his 
principles. He did not, like the parliament, pre- 
tend to be the friend of liberty ; imder the power 
of an avowed defpot, neither England, or any other 
branch of the empire, could expedk to enjoy the 
privileges of a free government. 

Farewell. 
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NONE had fuffercd fo much, by the late revo 
lutions, as the natives of Ireland. The infur- 
reftion, infiead of [Mrocuring a rcdrcfs of any ^^ 
of the grievances, under which they bbour-* 
ed, aggravated their miferies^ In addition to alt 
their former hardftiips, their lands, as forfeited, were 
violently torn from them. They had been driven in- 
to a part of the provinceof Connaught, beyond the 
limits erf which, they muft not pafs, were it but to 
feek for jullice^ and to complain of their diftreffiss^ 
that common, that fmall confolation of the unfortu- 
nate. Some of thefe, anticipating the refief,^ which 
they flattered themfelves they would obtain, on the 
acceffion of Charles, took forcible pofleifii.on of their 
old lands, and habitations. Great pains were taken 
to reprefent to the King, this condudk of thefe much 
injured people, and that of all the R^oman Catholics 
of Ireland, in the moft ocHous point of view. It was 
the intereft of thofe, who had torn from them their 
jwoperty, and who were apprehenfive of lofing it, 
to do them thefe maHgnant offices. To prejudice 
them, in this rcfpedt, no poffible effort was omitted. 
Befides the pains that were taken, to make unfa- 
vourable impreflions of them, on the mind of his 
Majefly, commiffioners in behalf of the foldiers and 
adventurers, were fent over to attend the Englilh 
parliament, to prevent the natives from being re- 
ftored to their efktes. Upon intelligence, that a 
general aft of indemnity was likely to be pafled, 
new commiflioners were difpatched to England, who 
ftrenuoufly exerted their endeavours, to exclude the 
Irifti from deriving any advantage from it, in re- 
fpeft to the forfeited hnds. They were but too 

I 3 fuccefsflil 



154 THE HISTORY 

fuccefsful in their applications, for when the aft 
vras publifhed, it appeared, that none were entitled 
to the benefit of it, who were concerned in the late 
infurredion. Befides, by an inftrument of govern- 
nient it was determined, that all who occupied j 
lands or houfes, belonging to the Irifti, (hould con- 
tinue to hold them, until farther enquiry. 

With refpeft to religion, epifcopacy, in it's an- 
tient form, was re-eftabli(hed in Ireland, tythes 
were fet apart for it's fupport, and feveral vacant 
fees filled with clergymen of that perfuafion. 

Monk, the great inftrument of the reftoration, 
had been made lord lieutenant of Ireland, and Lord 
Roberts his deputy : but as the ftate of affairs in 
England, prevented either of therii from coming 
oVer, in December, the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Broghill now made Earl of Orrery, and Sir Charles 
Coote, made Earl of Montrath, were created lords 
juftices. Their principal inftruftiohs were to en- 
force the oaths of fupremacy, and allegiance ; to pre- 
pare and tranfmit the bills, to be enafted by the en- 
fuing parliament, and to fend oyer the narpes of five 
commiffioners, to be employed in executing his Ma- 
jefty's declaration, for the fettlement of this king- 
dom. 

Notwithstanding the pains taken, by thofe 
who had lately acquired property in this country, to 
fecure the poflcffion of it, it was determined by go- 
vernment, that there (hould be a new diftribution 
of the forfeited lands. After the matter had been 
fome time in deliberation, and various fchemes had 
been propofed, a calculation was made, and a 
fcheme founded upon it, which his Majefty adopt- 
ed. By the declaration which he publiflied, concern- 
ing the fettlement of this bufmefs, it was refolved ; 
That the adventurers ftiould hold the lands they 

were 
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were pofleffed of, at May fixtecn hundred and fifty 
nine, according to adt of parliament, thofe excepted 
whofe lands were within the limits of corporations, 
who were to get an equivalent in the neighbourhood. 
That the foldiers, thofe excepted who had been un- 
friendly to his caufe, (hould be confirmed in the 
lands allotted them, as a compcnfation for their fer-^ 
vices. That the officers who had ferved^ previous 
to June fixteen hundred and forty nine, to whom 
no recompenfe had been made, fhould receive their 
portion firom certain funds allotted for the purpofe. 
That Proteftants, not in arms againil his Majefty, 
previous to the ceffation, who had been deprived of 
their lands by the" adventurers, and received no 
equivalent, (hould be reftored to them. That Ro- 
man Catholics, not obnoxious to the King, who had 
been ren^oved into Connaught, (hould be reinftated 
in their poflTeflions, thofe excepted, whofe lands 
Vere within the limits of corporations ; Such were to 
receive an equivalent. That Roman Catholics, who 
had fubmitted to, the peace of fixteen hundred and 
forty eight, and ftill acquiefced in it, who had been 
removed to Connaught, (hould continue there. 

That thofe who had ferved the King abrpaid; 
whofe lands had been transferred to adventurers, 
and who had received no equivalent in Connaught, 
(hould be reftored to them, when the adventurers 
were reimburfed what they had coft them. 

Ormond and Inchiquin were reftored to their 
eftates. A large gr^nt of the Iri(h forfeited lands 
was \)eftowed upon Monk, whofe exertions in fa- 
vour of Charks, had been fo conQ>icuou(ly diftin- 
gui(hed. It was likewife refolved, that thirty fix 
Catholic Lords, of loyal principles, (hould be re- 
ftored to their po(re(fions. Froni the lands thus dif- 
pofed ofj^ a fmall^ chief rent, and half a year's rent, 

for 
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for the firft two years, were referved to his Majefty. 
Corporations, and the lands belonging to them, 
were to be granted by the King, at pieafure. The 
laft article was moll hoftile to the rights of the fub- 
je<5t, as by the power which it . gave the King, in 
corporations, he was, ahnoft to a certainty, fecured 
of a majority in (larliament. Whilft the reprefen- 
tation of counties is fo inadequate ^ whilft boroughs, 
fubje£t to the influence of the crown, continue veft- 
ed with a privilege of fending members to parliament, 
the liberties of the people muft be infecure. With 
great truth have they been called the rotten part of 
the conftitutioii. 

With the above diftribution, many were much 
diflatisfied. The officers, of whom there were forty 
nine, who had ferved, previous to the arrival of 
Cromwell, complained of a very ftinted provifion, 
Thofc of the natives, not chargeable with taking 
up arms ^ainft the King, thought it moft unjuft, 
that they fliould be excluded from their lands, until 
gg thofe to whom they had been granted, (hould 
be indemnified, for the money which they 
had expended on them., Befides, they confidered 
it to be ftill more grievous, that the qualifications, 
neceffary to afcertain their innocence, were very 
huiperous, and feveral of them iniquitous. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXXVIL 

WITH the acceffion of Charles, the privileges 
of the Irifti parliament were reftored. It 
was now fummoned, to give the fandtion of it's au- 
thority, to Ms Majefty's declaration for the fettlement 
of the kingdom. Cromwell had filled the corpora- 
tions with Proteftants. No Roman Catholics were 
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returned. The majority was very confiderable, in 
favour of the adventurers and late fettlers. 

To enjoin, by a public order, a conformity with 
the liturgy and mode of church government, as 
cftabliflied by law, was their firft meafure. The 
two houfes then united in an addrefs to the lords ju- 
ftices, to fufpend all proceedings in the courts of 
law, with refpedl to the King's late declaration, un- 
til they fhould have time to enadt ftatutes refpe<5t- 
ing it. This fmgular, indecent, unconftitutional re- 
queft was complied with, in confequence of which, 
the parliament were enabled, by their, own authority, 
to fecure grants, in which, either themfelves or their 
friends were concerned, and which, by an equitable 
decifion, would have been reftored to the ancient 
proprietors. 

Of their partiality, when they proceeded to con- 
fider the declaration, they gave unequivocal proofs. 
They were for eftablifliing it as it flood, without 
(hewing any favour to the injured. In the houfe 
of lords, the Catholic peers fupported the caufe of 
the fufFerers. They pleaded, that the principles of 
the declaration were, in many inftances, prejudicial 
to numbers, who merited of the ftate better treat- 
ment. They pleaded, in particular, that to oblige 
thofe, whofe right to be reftored to their lands was 
indifputed, to advance previoufly, fums of jeprizal 
to the prefent pofleflbrs, which they were unable to 
pay, was equal to an abfolute exclufion. They re- 
prefented this to be a very unfair, and a very di- 
ftreffing circumftance. In one refpedt only, their 
oppofitipn availed. You recoUedl, that by the Eng- 
lifli aft of adventurers, thofe who advanced a cer- 

* 

tain fum, towards defraying the expence of the Irifh 
war, were to be allowed an adequate proportion of 
the forfeited lands. More money being wanted, as 
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^ ftrong inducement to another (libfcription, it was 
enabled, by the fame authority, that the contributors 
ftiould have land in Ireland, double in proportion^ 
to that which fliQuld be affigned to thofe who had 
formerly fubfcribcd^ This, called the Doubling Or- 
dinance, being exclaimed againft, as iniquitous, it 
was determined, that no adventurers fhould have 
lands, but thofe entitled to them by the principles 
of the firft fubfcription, and who had adlually paid 
their proportion. A provifo to this efFeft, and other 
claufes were inferted in the bill, framed to authorife 
his Majefty*s de'claration, ^n4 it was tranfmitted to 
London. 

Commissioners followed it from the Irilh, wh<» 
were deeply interefted in the event. Thefe, de- 
^/j pending upon the juftiqe of their caufe, ufed 
no artful or indireft means to carry their, 
point, but in a plain, blunt manner, reprefented 
their cafe. Agents from the oppofite party had 
been likewife difpatched to England, to manage 
their concerns. Their mode of conduft was ex- 
^eedingly different. They were politick, compli- 
ant, infmuating; and, which was of ntiore confe- 
quence to their affairs, they diflributed confiderable 
fums, among thofe who had a leading influence at 
court. Befides, they had the addrefs to procure the 
original of a paper, by which the agents of the fu- 
preme council were empowered, to make aq offer of 
the fovereignty of Ireland to the Fope, or to any 
Catholic prince, provided they received cflEedtual af- 
fiftance, in the recovery of . their ^ivil and religious 
privileges. One of the fubfcribers was Sir Nicholas 
Plunket, who unfortunately was an agent for the 
Irifh, on the prefent occafion. Upon fight of the 
paper, the Englifli government, inflamed with re- 
fentment, commanded the Roman Catholic commif- 
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fioners, to defift from any farther application. The 
bill of fettlement was returned to Ireland, and being 
approved by the lords and commons, paffed into a 
law, September the fifteenth, fixteen hundred and 
fixty two. 

The intereft of a number of the members, and 
that of their connexions, was deeply involved in the 
fate of the adt of fettlement ; Charles, taking ad- 
vantage of this circumftance, did not give it his af- 
fent, until an excife aSt, the hearth-money aft, and 
two others were paiTed, the revenue arifing from 
which was given to the crown in perpetuity. The 
taxes arifing from thefe, from one enafted two years 
after, and fironi an zSt paffed in the reign of Henry 
the Seventh, conftituted the whole of the hereditary 
revenue. To be a cpnftant check on the inordinate 
defigns of ambition, the prince (hould depend for 
the means of power ^ on the lyill pf the reprefenta- 
tives of the people. By concurring in the above 
afts, pur legiflature encreafedj inoft unwifely, the 
influence of the crown, and endangered the liberty 
of the nation. 

A BILL had been tran^itted, for impofing an 
oath of qualification on all the members of parlia- 
ment ; biit, being thought unrjeafonable, was not re- 
turned. Upon this, a refolution paffed the houfe, 
that none Ihould be admitted into it, as members, 
who Would not take the; oaths of fupremacy and al- 
legiance. It >yas condemned by the lords juftices, 
therefore had no effeft. 

Some tiipe before, Ormond was created a duke^ 
and made lord lieutenant of Ireland. He arrived 
the end of the preceding July. The prefent is a 
ftriking inftance of thofe changes, which are popti- 
nually taking place in the revolution of human af- 
fairs- A few years before, he bad left Ireland, ftrip- 
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ped of power, and reduced to the moft ftraitcned 
circumftances ; he now returned to it, with unufual 
pomp and magnificence, reinftated in his fortune, 
and in all his honours, as the rcprefentative of n>a- 
jefty. 

To execute the adt of fettfement^ a court of 
commiflioners was erefted in DubRn. In the firft 
three months,, they found nineteen of the claimants 
difqualified, and confirmed one hundred and fixty 
eight in their lands. By a claufe in the aft in their 
favour, the latter were to be admitted to their 
eftates, without any delay or reimburfemcnt to the 
pofleflbrs. Chagrined by the apprehenfion, that the 
hopes they had formed, of acquiring a handfome 
property, would be blafted,^ the adventurers and 
foldiers loudly complained. They charged the com-. 
miffioners with partiality. A number of them, be- 
ing determined to carry matters to an extremity, 
in conjundtion with the difaffedted in England,, kid 
fchemes for an infurrcftion. 

This fpirit was heightened by the interference of 
the commonsy who petitioned the lord lieutenant 
and council, to give fu^h inilruftions to the com- 
miffioners, agreeably to the powers veiled in them 
by the aft of fettlerpent, as would oblige them to 
determine claims, in a mann-er favourable to the Pro- 
teftants, but which, at the fame time, woifld be 
very prejudicial to Roman Catholics. As their pe- 
titiorx dcferved, it was rejefted by government, 
tipon which, the commons pubtifted a declaration, 
purporting, that they woukl ufe every means in 
their power, to prevent the injuries, which the Fro- 
teftants were likely to receive from the aft of fet-- 
tiement. By the exertions of Ormond, they can- 
celled this expreflion of their refentment, but their 
diffatisfaftion ftill continued. Thefe circumftances, 

encouraged 
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cncotiraged the confpirators to proceed with their 
defigiu They were inflamed with zeal, but had 
not conduded their fcheme with fecrecy. gg 
Wheil almoft ripe for execution, it was dif- ^* 
covered to Ormond, who feized twenty five of the 
^rfons rhiefly concerned. The fituation of go- 
vernment would not admit of treating the criminals 
with feverrty. Moft of them were pardoned. 

FarewelL 

LETTER XXXVIII. 

IT now appeared, that the z€t of fettlemcnt was, 
in many refpeds, inadequate to the purpofe for 
which it was intended, and therefore, that the com- 
miffioners could not proceed with the execution of 
it, in it*s prefent form. An explanatory bill had 
been tranfmitted by the commons, to England, but 
was rejeded by his Majefty. He gave orders, that 
a bill entirely new, fhould be framed by the lord 
lieutenant and privy council. This was done. By 
it, the adventurers and foldiers were to give up a 
third of their grants, which, with other favings, 
were to be applied to the purpofe of fatisfying thofe, 
who otherwife could not have received thofe re- 
wards from the King, which their fervices merited. 
It was likewife to be determined by the bill, that in 
all cafes of competition, betwixt the Proteftants and 
Roman Catholics, the former (hould have the prefe- 
rence, and that all the Irifh, whofe claims had not 
been decided by the commiflioners, fhould be treated 
as difqualified. Thus was the partiality of the crown 
to it*s favourites, felf intereft, and a fpirit of bigotry, 
to extinguifli the voice of juftice and humanity, 
which would have pleaded, that upwards of three 
thoufand unhappy men, found guilty of no crime, ' 

fliould 
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ihould not be excluded forever from the inheritance 
of their forefathers. Moll naturally did they com- 
plain of this partial, iniquitous treatment. 

The parliament had been prorogued to the 
twenty fixth of Odtober. Ormond, finding that the 

/-^ commons were not fatisfied, with the provi- 
fion to be made for them, and their friends, by 
the new bill, refolved to fecure a majority, before 
they proceeded to the confideration of it. He ufed 
all his influence to fill fome vacant feats, with the 
friends of government. When the houfe met, he 
communicated to them a letter from the King, 
filled with fevere reprehenfions of their condutl, re- 
fpedling the late confpiracy. The affair being 
ftridtly examined, feven commoners were expelled. 
This example, with the fear of being diflblved, 
brought the members to a more pliant temper. 
The bill was now laid before them, and pafled una- 
nimoufly, under the title.of a bill of explanation of 
the aft of fettlcment* To execute this law, five 
commiflioners were appointed. The lord lieutenant 
and council were vefted by it, with a difcretion- 
ary power of aflifting them, in explaining and de- 
termining any points which might occur, of a diffi- 
cult nature. So complex was this bufmefs, fo many 
were the difficulties attending it, that a confiderable 
time elapfed, before it was finally adjufted. When 
the landed property of the kingdom was fettled, it 
was found that the natives poffeifed little more than 
the fifth part of it. 

Though at this period we had but juft begun to 
emerge, from a Hate of perplexity and confufion, in 
which we had loft all our national privileges, we 
may clearly perceive, in the ads of fettlement and 
explanation, the fentiments which wer^ then enter- 

taine4 



OF IRELAND. 143 

tained, of the independence of Ireland on a foreign 
iegiflature- 

The diftribution of lands to adventurers was ori- 
ginally derived from, and fupported by the fandtioa 
of a Britilh aft ; but, from a convidion, that this 
fecufity was infufficient, that it was illegal, that 
h was a ftretch of power, founded in ufurpation, 
recourfe was had to the authority of the Iriih par- 
lianwnt, the only fource of law binding on the peo- 
ple of this kingdom. Befides, to fliew that the 
power of an Englifli law was confidered, in re- 
fpeft to this country, as perfeftly infignificant, 
there were feveral claufes in the above mentioned 
afts, diredlly oppolite to the Britifh ftatute. 

Farewell. 

L E T T E,R XXXIX. 

LANDS in England, for fome time paft, had 
confiderably diminiflied in their value. ^^ 
Of this, th^re was no difficulty in tracing out 
the caufes. Perfecutions for confcience fake, drove 
many induftrious artizans and farmers, to look for the 
privileges of chriftians, in Holland and America. 
Trade with Spain was interupted ; that carried on 
with France, was unfavourable to the nation. The 
minds of numbers were diverted from thofe virtuous 
purfuits, on which public profperity fo much de- 
pends, by that fpirit of licentioufnefs which univer- 
fally prevailed, of which the court exhibited a (hame- 
ful example. But the fall of rents was not in this 
manner explained. The Irifli were permitted to 
export to England live cattle. This was alledged to 
be the caufe. Upon this abfurd principle, an adt had 
been paffed, in the year fixteen hundred and fixty 
three, forbidding the importation of cattle or provi- 

iions 
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fions from Ireland, after the firft of July, every year. 
Not fatisfied with this, two years after, the Engliflx 
parliament took up the matter, when a bill was 
brought in to prohibit us abfolutely, from exporting 
fhefc articles into England, and to prevent the king 
from exerting his prerogative in favour of this coun- 
try, it was inferted in the preamble, that the im- 
portation of live cattle from Ireland was a nui- 
sance. Thofe who oppofed the bill, pleaded in 
the courfe of the debate, that it was deftruftive 
to Ireland, that it wpuld alfo be injurious to Eng- 
land, which difpofed of it's manufadtares to this 
country, in return for the provifibns it received; 
they pleaded, that the tendency of the bill was to 
raife the price of provifions in England, in confe- 
quence of which, the price of their manufadures 
would neceflarily rife alfo. But, men influenced by 
prejudice are infenfible to the force of argument. 
The commons, being determined to carry the 
point, in fpite of all oppofition, pafled the bill. 
The debate was taken up with warmth fti the houfe 
of lords. In the courfe of it, Buckingham, from 
contempt for this country, in which, from a fpirit of 
pride, Englifhmen have too freely indulged thcm- 
felves, exclaimed, " that none would oppofe the 
bill but fuch as had Irifh eftates, or Irifti underftand- 
ings." Lord Oflbry, fon of the Duke of Ormond, 
a young lord loved and admired by his country- 
men, felt the indignity of this illiberal, unmanly re- 
flexion, and in the warmth of refentment, chal- 
lenged Buckingham. Buckingham took the eafieft 
and fafeft way of conducing himfelf, on the occafi- 
on. He complained of Oflbry, to the houfe, for a 
breach of privilege, who fent him to the towen 
After two days confinement, he was fet at liberty. 
The bill was pafTed with an immaterial alteration. 

To 
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^o prevent the pernicious ccHifequences likely to 
follow from it to this country, Charles, by a ftrctch 
of prerogative^ which however well defigned with 
refpedt to us^ iivas iiiCOnfiftent with our legtflative 
privileg^s^ made with the confent of his council 
an adt of ilate^ t)y which he permitted a free trade 
from Ireland to foreign countries, in refpedt to all 
commodities of it^s own growth and manufadkurc. 
As Ormond durft not take the advantage of this aft 
of difjpenfing power, the trade of the kingdom was 
materialiy injured by this prohibitory liw. The 
country had been greatly irhpoveriflied by the late 
war, suid had fiercely began to breathe, after it's 
complicated diftreiTes. ThiS; calamity had Icflened 
confiderably the number of it's inhabitants, fup- 
prefied induftry, and in a particular manner been 
injurious to cultivation* Ireland was then a grazing 
country, it is fo in a great meafUre at this day. 
Much more at that time was cattle one of our prin- 
cipal commodities, ^ut, not being furnilhed with 
(hips^ we were unable to export them to any confi- 
derable diftance. The difadvantages arifing from 
this adt, as was foretold, were mutual to both coun- 
tries. Sir William Petty obferves, that formerly, 
three fourths of our foreign trade centerd in England, 
but that after it paffed,. not one fourth part of it 
was carried on with that kingdom. This fenfiblc 
author, particularly obferves, that when the trade 
to England was free, we exported cattle to it 
yearly, to the amount of a hundred and forty thou- 

fand pounds, and took goods from it in exchange, 
to the amount of treble and quadruple that fum. 

We merited better treatment from our fifter coun- 
try. Some time previous to the enadting of this 
unfriendly law, London had the misfortune to be 
burned. The people of this country, moved with 
Vol. II, K compaffion, 



146 THE HISTORY 

compdffion, by the diftrefs of the Unhappy fufFercrs, 
opened a fubfcription for their relief, by which they 
were enabled to fend them a fupply of thirty thou- 
fand beeves. 

The fpring of this year, fixteen hundred and 
fixty fix, created much uneafinefs to Ormond. Dif- 
contents prevailed among the people. Symptoms 
appeared of another intended infurredtion. The 
garrifon of Carrickfergus mutinied and fcized the 
town ; but it was immediately Tccovcrcd. TiRPcnty 
thoufand ftand of arms were diftributed, among the^ 
well afFefted to government, and a regular militia 
cftabliflied. The prudence and vigilant adivity of 

- the Lord Lieutenant, preferved the tranquillity of 
the kingdom. 

To counter aft the unfavourable tendency, of the 
late reftridtion laid upon it's, conunerce by England, 
he turned the attention of the people to the means 
of internal profperity, with which they were pro- 
vided. He encouraged the woollen bufinefs, brought 

• into the kingdom and employed, perfons who were 
acquainted with it ; eftabliflied a council of trade, 
and fixed manufactories in this branch at Clonmel 
and Carrick on Suir. Neither did the linen manu- 
fafture efcape his notice ; he fcnt to Holland for in- 
formation, concerning the proper manner of conduct- 
ing it, and, in imitation of Lord Strafford, engaged 
a number of families to come over from France, 
Germany, and elfewhere, by whofe example and 
inftruCtions, it might be advanced forward towards^ 

. perfedion. 

Farewell. 



LET. 
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LETTER XL. 

IT was very much to the honor of Ormond, that 
among other laudable objedts of his attention, he 
difcovered a particular foUicitude, that church pre- 
femients fliould be conferred on Irilhmcn. Why 
ftiould the fruit of our labours, contrary to reafon 
and juftice, be converted to the purpofe of main- 
taining thofe, who ought to be" provided for in their 
own country ? Were numbers of clergy from Ire- 
land, yearly fent over and intruded into her bene- 
fices, would not England complain? Nay, would 
fee fuhmit to fuch treatment ? When then our liv- 
ings are filled with Britifli ccclefiaftics, muft we be 
filent ? Is not a fenfe of natural right equally ftrong 
in both kingdoms, or is it different on that and on 
this fide of the Channel ? When through court in- 
fluence, or the power of great men, ftrangers are 
promoted in our church, are not our Undents for 
holy orders, hereby deprived of one principal incite- 
ment to improve in knowlege ? Befides, with refpeft 
to the clergy of an higher order, whofe influence, 
as members of the legiflature, muft be confiderable, 
is it to be imagined, that foreigners will be as hear- 
tily difpofed, to promote the intereft of our country, 
and to fupport its privileges, as thofe who are inte- 
refted in it's welfare, by the attachments of birth, of 
confanguinity and education ? Among other inftan- 
ces which might be mentioned, let the memorable 
conduift of Primate Boulter, who exerted himfelf 
with fuch zeal, in fupporting an Englifti intereft, to 
the prejudice of the rights of Ireknd, be an anfwer 
to this.queftion. 

To return to our hiftory. Although Ormond en- 
deavoured (0 correct thefe and other flagrant abufes, 

and 
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and his admihiftratibn was diflinguiflied by wifdom^ 
by fteadineft, and public fpirit, and the country be- 
jgan to afTume an appear&nce of tranquillity and or- 
dtfr, yet thefe aiid all his fervices tould hot render 
hjs Situation fecurc. Buckingharti, the |)rirfie miiii*- 
fter and favourite ot Charles, was his rival. He eil- 
vied hint his intercft with the King, he envied hiih 
1688 ^*^ erfiploynients, of fieward of the houfehold 
and lord lieutenant of Ireland. He deter- 
inined therefore, With the aififtance of his friends^ 
iliftinguiftied by the name of the Cabal, to do every 
thing in his power to ruin him. With this view, he 
f>rQnioted ian accufation a^inft him, confifting of fe- 
Veral articles, the principal were ; that upon the mu- 
tiny at Carrickfergus, he had ifliied a commiJIion, 
though in time of peace, to try the criminals by 
martial law ; that he had iquartered ibldiers upon the 
fubjeft, contrary tb an adl of Hertry the Silith ; that 
he had miihiahaged the revenue. It was plain that 
this charge was to be prolecuted with violence. Or- 
niorid faw the danger^ and committing the govern- 
ment of Ireland to hiis fon Lord Oflbry, paiTed over 
to England, poffelTed of the hope that his Majefty, 
from a fcnfc of the good offices which he had ren- 
dered to himfeif, and bf his ftill more diftinguiftied 
fervices in the ckufe of his father, would protedk him 
from the hoftile defigns of Buckingham. Charles 
received him kihdly. But as he was a ftranger to 
gratitude and dignity of character, he afTumed from 
hypocrify^ whatever appearance feemed beft to fuit 
hiis convenience. After a courfe of intrigue, carried 
,on feveral months by Buckingham, Lord Arlington, 
and the reft of the junto, Ormond was difplaced. 
But though the King paid this compliment to his fa- 
vourite, he neither made him, nor any of his friends 
lord lieutenant of Ireland ^ he invefted Lord Ro- 
berts 



F I R E L A N D. 149 

httts with that office. This nobleiqan pofuld not ac^ 
coinmodate Wmfelf to the temper of the Irifli -^ be- 
fides, he difcoyered a ps^rticuiar averfipn tq the 
Roman Catholic religion ^ for tbefe ref^fons, partis 
cularly the laft^. after he had held the reins of go- 
vernment a fliort tin^c, they were taken from him 
and placed in the hands of Lord Berkley, 

Upon the arrival of Lord Berkley iii Irejand, the 
Roman Catholics were divided into two par- ^ 
ties, who oppo&d each other with the bitter- ' * 
eft ammofity. You h^ye feen that for a cqnfidera- 
ble time, there was a clafs of the Irifh lefs bigotted 
in their religiqti, and more moderate with refped to 
political matters. Thefe^ whatever might have 
been their opinion, concerning the right formerly 
claimed by the Bilgliih kings, of exercifing fover 
reign authority over this country, thought it their 
intereft now quietly to fubmit tp their government^ 
and to renounce allegiance tp any other power. 

At the reftoration, this party, both ec^efiafticd 
and laity, prefented a remonftrance to the King, ip 
which they declare him, to be the fuprerhe and law- 
ful fovereign of Ireland, that neither the Pope, or 
any foreign power, had a right to interfere with his 
authority, 0r to exempt his (ubjedls, in temporal 
matters, from the stUegiance and fubmiflion tp which 
he was jultly entitled, and that it w^ their duty fa 
reveal any confpir^ies, known to them, again^l his 
perfon or government. 

The other party confifted of the more violent 
Papifts, whofe high principles^ with refpeA to thi 
l^ppe's fupremacy, in temporals as Well as fpirituals, 
and inflexible purpofe t6 reftdre to their religion, 
that fupport and thofe honours, of which it had been 
<j[eprived by the reformation, created perpetual un- 
leafinefs to thfe more moderate GathoUcs, cncreafed 

K 3 the 
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the public confufion, and eflentially injured their 
caufe, from the year fixteen hundred and forty one. 
Thefe were highly provoked by the remonftrance^ 
and ufed every means that religious zeal, ambition, 
and a party fpirit could devife, to render thofe 
odious who were concerned in it. To quiet this 
difturbance, government had permitted a fynod of 
the Roman Catholic clergy, to convene at Dublin in 
June fixteen hundred and fixty fix. But thofe of 
more bigotted principles, would liften to no terms 
of accommodation. The meeting had no other ef- 
fect, than no excite the paffions of thofe on each fide, 
to greater bittemefs of pppofition. The advocates 
for the Papal power, werp now diftinguilhed by the 
name of Anti-remonftrants, as the others were known 
by the title of Remqnftrants. As the principles of 
the latter were thofe of loyal fubjeds, it was moft 
imreafonable to fuppofe, that their caufe would not 
be efpoufed by the Lord Lieutenant. He was re- 
quired to do fo by his public inftrudipns. But, in 
his condudt, he was evidently partial to the Anti- 
remonflxants. This was matter of aftonMhment to 
all, who were not acquainted with the nieafwes now 
in agitation at court. 

Before his acceilion to the throne, Charles had 
fecretly become a convert to Popery. He now 
refolved to throw off the malk, to reft his authority, 
^ fovereign, upon that of ^he Pope, to reftore to 
him his fupremacy in fpirituals, and to re-cftablifli 
in his domiiiions the Roman Catholic religion. An 
intereftj favourable to thefe views had, for fome 
time paft, been encreaf^ng 'at court- This influence 
)iad removed Lord Roberts, whofe prihdples were 
)ioftilc to their fphemes, and raifed Berkley to the 
government of Ireland. His fentiments perfeftly 
coincide^ with their wifties. Be was p&rt;.ial, as we 

t have 
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have faid, to the anti-rcraonftrants. To Peter Tal- 
bot, a favourite with the Duke of York, and for his 
religious zeal, created by the Pope titula-r archbilhop 
of Dublin, he was particularly attentive and com- 
plaifant. This haughty prelate treated the remon- 
ftrants with infolence. They complained of him to 
Berkley, whom, from ignorance of the defign which 
he was labouring to accomplilh, they endeavoured 
to imprefs, with juft views of the dangerous ten- 
dency to the ftate, of the religious and political 
principles he entertained and his partizans. But he 
gave them no fatisfadtion, rather treated them with 
contempt. Shortly after, Roman Catholics were 
permitted to take out comraiffions for the peace, 
and admitted into corporations. 

In confequence of an aft of parliament, by which 
the Lord Lieutenant and privy council were veiled 
with power, to regulate the affairs of corporate towns, ^ 
the aldermen of Dublin were enjoined by govern-^ 
ment, to ele£k a new common council. When this 
was done, by the fame influence, the council re-^ 
moved feven Proteftant j^ldermen, and filled their 
places with Roman Catholics* Sir Ellis Leighton, 
ef the fame perfuafion, and fecretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant, was chofen recorder, in the Head of Sir 
William Davis, who, to make room for him, was 
difmifled. 

Commissioned by a. number of Catholic lords 
and gentlemen, Coloael Talbot repaired to England, 
and complained to his Majefty, and council, that by 
the aft of fettlement, many of the Irifli had been 
very unjuftly deprived of their property. He en-, 
treated, that for the prefent, a Hop Ihoqld be put to* 
the farther diftribution of lands in this country, and- 
that perfons, honeft and impartial, Ihould be ap-. 
pointed to examine the affair, an$l give the King a^ 

. faithful 
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faith&l account, of the nature ^nd foundation of their 
complaints. This application was pcrfcAly ngrecr 
able to the wifhes of the Englilh miniftry. They 
took up the bufinefs and fpent upon it fome confi- 
derable time. But w^rm oppofition being made to 
it, by thofe who had gained by the t^ of fettle- 
ment, and by fuch as hoped to reap advantages from 
it, the enquiry ciime to nothing. 

FarewelK 

LETTER XLt 

YOU know we rauft omit nothing, which may 
occur in the courfe of our enqliiries, that may 
have a tendency to vindicate or expHih tlie rights 
of Ireland. I muft therefore iii&rm you, that in 
the report of Sir Heneage Etnch, his Majcfty*g at- 
torney general, before the King and privy council^ 
relative to the aft of explanation,^ he aiferts, that 
were the parliament of England, to make ^ new fet- 
tlement of the lands in Irelqud, thia would be no Se- 
curity to thofe who foUicited that meafuie, which it 
feems Colonel Talbot did, comrmifioner for the 
Iriffa, much to his diihonour. Finch explains his 
opinion, in refjjeft to this impbrtant fyhjeSij in thd 
following manner. A parlianient of Ireland, may 
repeal all the force of an Engliffi aft in Ireland; An 
Englilh aft feinds Ireland, yet moft 0©rtainiy no 
longer, than until it be repealed by the Iqgiflature bf 
that country. Thus, if a Iktute were jnade" in 
England, t6 forbid the traufpoi^tation of wooVout of 
Ireland, yet a ft^tute in Ireland^ might agisin reilore 
to that country this privilegfej for it is abfurd and 
impolTible to fuppofe, that a parliament ihouid boi 
endued with a legiflative pdwa*, fuch as th^t.of which 
Ireland is poffeffed> and yet, that it (hould be di&- 

bled 
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Wed from a£king Icgiflativcly- Some of the council, 
difplcafed with this dparinc of the Attorney Gene- 
ral, alked him, whether the Irifti might make a law 
for exporting their cattle to England ? No, he rer 
plied, but they might fend them to any other part of 
the world, though England xns4^ an adt againft it ; 
for, they h^vc as abfolute a ppwer to repeal the ef^ 
feft of any hw in Ireland^ ^s the parliament of 
England have, to niake a law to take effedt at .home. 
Upon this^ he was aiked^ whether be could juftify 
what he had advanced i He anfwered, " I would 
juftify it to be my opinion^ and I did conceive it to 
be law.!* It yras then obferved, that Ireland was a 
conquered coontryt " Yes," returned a counfellor 
of diftingui^4 eonfequence, " by the King, but 
not by the parliament.? The fentiments of Finch, 
on the fubje£^, were very agreeable to Charles, who, 
in refpei^ to what he had f^jd upon it, remarked, 
" I know not whether ]t be good layr 5 I am fure it 
is very good reafon.'t 

This teftinionyof the Attorney General, jufti- 
fied by fome of the moft refpeftable of the council, 
?^nd approved by his Nfajefty, is compleat, with re- 
fpc<St to the liberties of Ireland- For though he 
ikys that a^ Englifh a^ bind$ this country, he 
acknowleges, that this depends Ujpon oiir own con* 
fent ; he admits, that we may refift, that we may 
countera£t, that we may deftpy \Vs efficacy. Now, 
z power of enaAiiig, which, in refpeft to that whidi 
is enadled, depends entirely in it!s operation, upon 
the will of thofe who are to be a^f^ed by it, \s in 
realty no power. It is a word without meaning. 
A right of making law, neceifarily implies an obli- 
gation in the fubjfe£t to obey. The two ideas are 
infeparabiy contiefted. They rpuft either fubfift 
together, or h?ivc w exiftence, Parlian^ent, except 

In 
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in thofe inftances, wherein it contradifts the princi-*^ 
pies of it's inftitution, is veiled with fupreme autho- 
rity ; afts done by it, which may be controuled, are 
unjuft, they are illegal, they violate the conftitution. 
Within the limits of it*s own authority it can do 
every thing ; beyond thofe limits it can do nothing. 
Finch fays, " It is abfurd to fuppofe, that we have a 
parliament, but that it cannot adt legiflatively,*' that 
is, make laws for thofe from whom it derived it's 
powers \ if it can, this excludes from it*s province 
the interference of a foreign authority. If a power 
of making laws for another country, which may be 
rcfifted, adually did exift, it muft belong to ours as 
much as to any other legiflature. If the Britilh par- 
liament may exercife fuch an authority with refpeft 
to us, the Iriffi parliament may exercife it, in rela- 
tion to them, agreeably to the reciprocal obligations 
of juftice, and the principles of the Engliih Attor- 
ney General. 

Adieu. 

> 

LETTER XLIL 

TH E unequivocal fteps taken in Ireland by go- 
vernment, in favour of the Roman Catholic 
religion, alarmed the Proteftants. Much diftur- 
bance was likely to enfue. Miniftry, alarmed by 
nn apprehenfioh of the confeqiienge, now plainly 
perceived, that they had lirged the execution of 
their fcheme with precipitancy. To quiet the pub- 
> lie fears, and ward off the fevcre reflexions 
to which they were expofed, from the oppo- 
fite party, they pretended to be difpleafed with the 
condud of Berkley, and difmiffed him from his of- 
fice. He was fucceedecj by the Earl of Effex. 

Government 
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Government were now, in appearance, to 
adopt new meafures, but the fame influence, and 
the fame views, though lefs openly, ftill predomi- 
nated. 

You have feen that the Recorder, and feveralPro- 
teftant aldermen, had been difmifled from the corpo- 
ration of Dublin. They cpmplained of this injury 
to the council board, who determined the meafure 
to be illegal, ordered the ejected aldermen to be 
reinftated, and the proceedings relative to their ex- 
pulfion, to hp erafed from the city books. The al- 
dermen were reftorgd, but the commons refufed to 
cancel the proceedings. Commotions enfucd in the 
city, which greatly difturbcd the public peace. Law 
proceedings were commenced againft the commons, 
which being likely to prove inejflfedlual, the lord 
mayor and aldermen ordered the city books to be 
produced, and fcratched out the proceedings. Mu- 
tual jealoufies betwiirt the Proteftants and Roman 
Catholics, difficulties continually arifing in the exe-. 
cution of the a^ of fettlement, orders from the 
King, which could not be obeyed confiftent with 
law, rendered the fituation of Eflex not a little irk- 
fonie. One circumftance gave him much trouble. 
Through the influence of the Duke of York; the 
Roman Catholics were employed, as farmers of the 
r^vepue. Eflex had pppbfed this appointment, be- 
ing afraid, that the power which they derived from 
it, might be prejudicial to the fafety of govern- 
ment. For this he was in danger of being difmif^ 
ifed from his ofiice ; to prevent which, having com- 
mitted the diredtion of public affairs to the Primate 
and Lord Granard,' as juftices, he pafTed over into 
England, and by his iinterell at cpurt, having 
averted the ftorm, he returned to Ireland, ftill how- 
ever refolved to aft upon the fame principles, with 

refpeA 
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rcfped to the farmers of the revenue, but to con- 
4u6t himfelf niore cautioufly. By hi§ fccret influr 
ence, Lord Granard reprefented to the council, that 
the fecurity which the farmers had given was not 
fufficient j upon which the matter was examined, 
and a memorial tranfmitted tP England with refpc6t 
to it. This obliged the court to appoint commif- 
fioners, to enquire into the affair, in confequence of 
which, the public pnioney was more effed^ually fcr 
cured. The part which Effex took in this bufmefs, 
notwithftanding all his addrefs, was not concealed 
frqm the Duke of York, whofe difpleafure he incur- 
red on account pf it. By another tranfaftion he 
loft entirely his intereft with the |fing. Lord Ra- 
iielagh, who had the management pf the revenue^ 
on fever^I occafions tranfmitted money to Charles, 
by which the demands on government here wcrc$ 
not regularly difcharged. Effex cornplained, and, 
though defired by the King, refufed to p?ifs Rane- 
lagh*s accounts. Suqh upright conduct merited a 
reward ; but, on account of it, Charles difmified 
him from his office. 

Lord Effex feems to have been a man of diftin- 
guilhed integrity. It is impoffible not to feel, with 
the higheft approbation, the fentiments which we 
fometimes meet with in his letters. " The fear,- 
fays he, in one of them, ". of lofing any employ- 
ment, hath never, in any meafure, entered into my 
thoughts, fo as to make me do any thing iqconfift- 
cnt with n^y duty.*' In another, he declares, 
** What letters^ foe ver I receive from his Majefty, I 
neither can nor will obey them, if difagreeabje to 
the known laws of the land.*' Chief goverriour$ of 
Ireland, who to gratify jtheir interefted pa{Ikms» 
raea^Iy comply with the inftrudions of th6 miniftry 
that employs them, hpwever improper in them- 

felves. 
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fclves, and prejudicial to the welfere of the king- 
dom, (hotiid reflect upon this (hining example of 
public virtue, iaiid blulh for thcif mifconduft. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XLIIL . 

THE motives which influence the condudk of 
kings and ihiniflers of ftate, are often inexpli- 
cable, fometimes marked with the jftrongeft charac- 
ters of inconfiftence. You have feen the views of 
Charles, with refpedt to the eftablifhment of the 
Roman Catholic religion. You have perceived that 
the meafures adopted for this purpofe, under the 
adminifiration of Lord Berkley, were fo obnoxious 
to the Proteftants, that he was obliged to fubftitute 
in his place Lord Effex. But, as during his govern- 
ment, the fame defign was in agitation, no one 
could poflibly have fuppofed, that upon his removal, 
the Duke of Ormond would have been ere- yj 
ated viceroy. Ormond for years had been ' '' 
out of favour, was moil obnojcious to the minifters, 
and one of the laft men in the kingdom likely to 
fupport their meafures. Notwithftanding, he was 
created lord lieutenant of Ireland. The caufes of 
this unexpefted change, feem to be yet unexplain- 
ed. Carte afligns for it tbe following reafon. Mon- 
mouth had become a reigning favourite with the 
King, who was foUicited by the Dutchefs of Portf- 
mouth and the Lord Treafurer, to commit to him 
the government of Ireland. This alarmed the jea- 
loufy of the Duke of York, who was apprehenfive, 
that if Monmouth fhould be veiled with fuch pow- 
er, it might render him a formidable rival, in cafe 
that on a future occafion, there (hould arife betwixt 
them a competition for the crown. But he thought 

no 
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no opponent, with refpedt to that office, was fo 
likely to difappoint his views ds the Duke of Or- 
mond ; therefore by his influence, he was reftored 
to the favour of Charles, and a third time fent to 
adminifter the affairs of this kingdom. 

You remember, that by the inftigation of Buck- 
ingham, feverai charges had been advanced againft 
Ormond, for improper conduct during his late go- 
vernment of Ireland, but none of them had been 
proved, fo as to af^edl him materially. On examin- 
ing the ftate of the public accounts, it was found 
that the receipts exceeded the difburfement, for 
fupport of the civil and military cftablifhtftent, and 
that in his adminilbration government had been 
funk in debt. This appeared plainly to have been 
owing, to fums ilTued by the King's warrant or au- 
thority, which had not been brought into the ac- 
count. Lord Effex would not give his fanftion to 
.fuch proceedings, as they were altogether irregular, 
and an impofttion on the people. However, that he 
might not be fubje<5t to fuch reflexions in future, 
Ormond made it a point, before he left England, 
that rules Ihould be laid down, to prevent the King 
from applying the public money to private ufes, as 
formerly. For the time to come, the defigns of the 
crown, with refped to remiflion of rents, petitions 
for favours, patents, grants, of whatfoever kind, 
were in the firft inflance, to be made known to the 
lord lieutenant, and to have the fandtion of his ap- 
probation. 

Ormond found upon his arrival, that the aflfairs 
of government required particular attention, and 
the moft vigorous exertions. The army was to be 
put on a refpeftable fpoting ; arrangements were ne- 
ceflary for the jdefence of the kingdom ; the enqui- 
ries of the courts, in refpedl to forfeitures, were to 

be 
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be fo regulated as to prevent iniquitous determina- 
tions, and all this to be done, with fuch a minute at- 
tention to eve;^circumftance, as would put it out 
of the power of his enemies, to take any advantage 
©f him. Orj his own account, as well as that of the 
public^ Orniond ftrongly advifed the King to con- 
vene the Irifli parliament. This was the only con- 
ftitutional method of procuring money, for fupply- 
ii\g the exigencies of ftate. Befides, he reprefented 
to his Majefty, that the interference of parliament 
was neceflary, to confirm the decrees of the court of 
claims, to put an end to enquiries after forfeited 
lands, now become v^y grievous to the fubjed, 
and to pafs an a£t of general m4cmiuty. 

BtJT unexpeftedly, the attention of govermncnt 
was engaged by a different objed. At this junc- 
ture, miniflry received information, with refped to' 
what was called the Popifti plot. In this it was 
fuppofed the Irilh were deeply concerned. Sufpi- 
clxms <3f ^uilt were fixed on feveral pcrfons in par- 
ticular* On this account, Ormond, by inflruAions 
from government, feized and conveyed, as prifoner 
to the caftle, Peter Talbot, titular archbifhop of 
Dublin, though languifliing at the time under a 
diftemper. Afterwards, Richard Talbot his bro- 
ther. Lord Mountgarret and his fon, were likewife 
apprehended. Orders were ifTued to the lord lieute- 
nant, that Popifli ccclefiaftics fhould leave the king- 
dom, th»t Roman Catholic feminaries fhould be 
fuppreflfed, and that all the Irilh of that perfuafion, 
fhould be obliged to deliver up their arms in twen- 
ty days. Though Ormond was very attentive to 
his inftrudions, and exerted himfelf to preferve the 
public peace, with adivity, he was accufed by the 
more violent, as not fuSiciently attentive to the 
Proteflant caufe, and to the dangers which, in theii: 

apprehenfion, 
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apprehenfion, threatened the fafety of the kingdom^ 
In one inftance, thofe who were! not gratified with 
his feverity, muft fUrely have been pofTefled o£^ 
fanguinary difpiofitions. A number of banditti called 
Tories, had long inftfted Ireland. They watched 
their opportunity, robbed and then retreclted into 
faltneflcs, where it waS very difficult to apprehend 
them. In this time of generail alarm, Ormond 
thought it proper to publifh a prdckniation, by 
which the relations of known tories, were to be 
committed, until the criminals Aiould be either killed 
or brought to juftice* By the fame proclamation^ 
every Popifti prieft was to be taken and transported 
in fourteen days, in whofe vicinity any murder 6t 
robbery was committed, and the guilty within that 
time riot brbught to* pti'nirfimtot. Does not this 
' bear fome refemblance to the edicts of t Nero, of 
Caefar Borgias ? 

The ftate encouraged all who knew any thing 
of the plot, to difcover it. This prompted nunii- 
bers to cherifli thofe iiliaginary fears, which induced 
them to liften to any idle report, that coincSded with 
their apprehenfions. Others feized the prefent op- 
portunity of gratifying their private refentiiients- 
Many affedteci zeal for the- public fervice^. to obtain 
rewards. Hence a nunibar of difcoverers appeared, 
but their accufdtions when taken and examined, 
vanifhed into nothing. One Fitzgerald had been 
fufpefted of guilt, was felzed and caft into prifon. 
He declared he knew much of the plot, on which 
he was fent for to England; where being called 
upon to give the expected information, his confci- 
ence not permitting him to perfift longer in a falftiood, 
obliged him to acknowledge, that the whole was a 
forgery. . Several perfons accufed were forced over 
to England to be tried there, contrary to law, and 
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the rights of the Irifh conftitution. None qf tHem 
wa$ fo unfortunate as Oliver Plunket, titular archbi* 
Ihop df Armagh. , Plunket was a man of unexcepti- 
onable charadler. He had always been a peaceable 
f\ibje€t, and quite avcrfe in his principles to politi-. 
cal intrigue. Notwithftandihg, he was charged with 
a defign of raifing feventy. thoufand men, for the 
purpofe of an infurredUon* He .had puniHied fome 
^f his inferior clergy, for lewd indecent behaviour, 
which rendered him the objeft of their refentment. 
Thefe were the acqufers, upon whofe evidence, in 
fupport'of a change, which ho n^an acquainted with 
the cirdumftances of Ireland, could believe had any 
real foiindation, he was condemned and executed. 

The Popifh plot made a great noite, and cr^^ated 
much difturbance iri both kihgdoms. Whoever 
c6nfiders, that nptWng fo mu^Ji ai^ aji infurredlion, 
tended to blaft the .flattering profpei^t^ of)ened to the 
Rom.an Catholics by the Englifli ipiniftry, and with 
a mind free from prejudice, -examines the authenti-r 
city o£ the evidence, . by which it was fupported, 
will be induced to believe, that no' fuch defign ever 
did exift. It appears to have been an engine of po-* 
litical ftratagem^ encouraged by bigotry and the 
fpirit of the times. Had not Charles favoured Ro- 
man Catholics, and the meafure^ qf government he 
adopted, been fo prejudicial to the liberties of his 
people, It would in all probability, hgve never been 
heard of. The native* of this country fuffered by 
it exceedingly. They were difarmedj rnany of 
their clergy driven from the kingdom. Orders 
were iffued to diffblve their fpcie ties, their convents^ 
their . fchools, and other feminaries of learning. 
They were not permitted to eriter into any caftle Of 
walled town. They were forbidden to meet tqge-p 
ther, even to cbnverfe oa fubjedls, which had uq 
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conne^don with either religion or poKtics. Sq many 
of the Catholic perfuafion, verc driven from the 
mercantile towns, by the hand of opprcflion, that 
the Proteflants, on account of the llagnation of 
tntde occafioned by it, were obliged to petition 
gpvisrnment, to permit them to return* 

Farewell. 

LETTER XLIV. 

THE late commotions oc(^ioned by the fears 
of an infurredtion, having in a great mea- 
fure fubfided, at the dcfire of the King, who 
wiflied for his advice in the prefent flate of aflairs, 
Ormond went over to England, having appointed the 
Earl of Arran, during his abfence, to manage the 
affairs of this country. Too great an attachment to 
prerogative, was the Ihade in the charader of Or- 
mond, moft prejudicial to his reputation, in the opi- 
nion of pofterity. Of this difpofition he gave a moft 
convincing progf, on the prefent occafion. The 
miferies incident to the government of his father, 
and the awful cataftrophe which clofed his unfortu- 
nate reign, had no influence in opening the eyes of 
the King, to the folly of facrificing the public wel- 
fare, to the gratifications of ambition. Poflefled of 
arbitrary principles, when he afcended the throne, 
they had hitherto, except for a fliort fpace in the be- 
ginning of his reign, formed the diftinguKhing fea- 
tures of his adminiftration. His views were every 
d^y more defpotic, of which, his private intrigues 
with Lewis King of France, revealed in the originaf 
letters publiihed by Sir John Dalrymple, are the 
moft convincing proof. Obftacles had arifen, which 
retarded the gratification of his wilhes ; he now re- 
folvcd to furmount them, and to execute the hoftile 

fchemes 
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fchemes he had adopted, with refpeA to the Prote- 
ftftn-t reli^on, and the rights of the conftitution.' 
There waa tio man more capable of affiftmg him, in 
the pi*ofecuf ion of his deigns, than the Duke of Or- 
monde 

On opening his views to him, relative to the civil 
liberties of his people, the opinion of Ormond was, 
that as he h^d tdktfn fuch fteps towards eftablifhing 
his authority, he ought to perfeyere. So far the 
King and minifter agreed, i^ the propriety of robbing; 
freemen of their liberties. But his majefty ^r- 
ceived, that Orhlbrid could not be prevailed with to 
fiipport his meafiires, refpefting the Roman Catho* 
Bp religion ; he therefore refolved to difmifs hi;n 
from his fervice. 

AccoRDiNCLY, upon the rctum of the Lord 
Lieutenant to Ireland, he received a letter from his 
Majefty, in which he informed him, that it was. ije- 
ceflary to his ftrvice, that' many alterations (houlcl be 
made in Ireland, both in the civil and military de- 
partments, that a number of perfohs recomfliended 
by him; muft be difplaced, on which account, and 
for reafons of a fimilar nature, he refolved to re- 
move hini from the government, and to pjace it ia 
the hands of Lord Rochefter. To this open avowal 
of the meafures he was about to adopt,, he was en- 
couraged ' by the f^ate of his affairs in England, 
which for fome time paft h44 l^^en moft favoura- 
ble to his wirties. 

The profpeft of a Popifh ' fucceffor, very juftly 
gave great uneafmefs to the friends of the Prajeftant 
religion, particularly to the amiable Lord Ruffel j 
by his ioflmence, and that of his connexion, a bill 
was introduced into the houfe of commons, for ex* 
eluding the Diike of York from the crown. It paf* 
fed the commons, but was rejected by the lords, 

L a Provoked 
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Provoked by this attempt to carry a meafure ex- 
tremely offenfive to him, and averfe to the political 
principles of thofc who fupported it, Charles, dif- 
folved the parliament. From the hopes, that by 
changing the place o^ meeting from London, alwayii 
attached to liberty, to a town as diftinguifhed for 
paffive obedience, he would meet with lefs oppofiti- 
on, he fummoned a parliament to Oxford. B.ut he 
was difappointed. The members were as rcfradto- 
ry, as thofe of the former. Nothing would fatisfy 
the Whigs but the bill of exclufion. Jn two years, 
the King had diffolved three parliaments. From a 
vjlolent impulfe of refentment, he diffolved the pre- 
fent parliament, firmly determined never to affeny 
ble another, a refolution from which he did not de- 
part. . To their everlafting difgrace, the tories, who 
were very numerous, triumphed in this tyrannical 
meafure, and by their addreffes and public declara- 
tions, exerted themfelves, and that too fuccefsfully, 
in fupport of it. 

The prefent gloomy afpedt of affairs deeply af- 
fected the friends of liberty, fome of whom, to 
prevent it*s utter deftru(^ion, began to think of 
fchemes to cffcft a revolution. The delign was dif- 
covered by government and defeated. The fuf- 
picion of a Popifli infurredion, had injured the 
fchemes of Charles and his party ; the iffue of the 
Rye houfe plot promoted them. It raifed the confi- 
dence of the tories and Roman Catholics ; it depref- 
fed that of the whigs, and, which was a matter of 
no fmall confequence to Charles, it delivered him 
from three men of leading influence, who of all 
others had given the keeneft oppofitlon to his go- 
vernment. Lord Shaftfbury was compelled to fly 
from his conutry ; Lord Ruflel and Algernon Syd- 
ney, 
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ney, by a fliocking perverfion of law, died by the 
hands of the executioner. 

Charles might now fafely purfue^ his meafures 
with refpedt to this country. Agreeably to his in- 
tentions communicated to Ormond, he created Ro- 
chefter lord lieutenant. But he placed a power of the 
firft confequence to the accomplifhment of his views, 
in the hands of a Roman Catholic. Richard Talbot, 
as lieutenant general, was vefted with the authority 
of modelling the arniy, even to the appointment of 
the loweft officer, 

On the fixth of February fixteen hundred and 
eighty four, death blafied for ever the flattering ex- 
pectations of this ambitious King. His government 
was not more hoftile to the conftitution, than to. the 
interefts of religion and virtue in thefe nations. For 
fome time- previous to his afcending the throne, a 
fpirit of enthufiafm, of bigotry and fuperftition, had 
ftripped religion of her engaging form, given her a 
forbidding afpeft, aind fubftituted a ftrift obfervance 
of the external duties of piety, in the pjace of moral 
virtue. Mankind are prone to run Into, opp0fitc ex- 
tremes. This propenfity, in the prefent Inftance, 
with refpedk to thefe kingdoms, was heightened by 
the licentious, moft profligate example of Cb^fles^ 
the Second. Averfe himfelf to every thing ferious, 
the virtues of piety were ridiculed, find all appear- 
ance of religion baniflied from his court. This un- 
hallowed fpirit defcended through the feveral orders 
of the people, who, it is much to be apprehended^ 
feel it's pernicious influence to this day. 

You remember that this King, when fpeaking 
on a particular occafion, of the opinion of Sir Herie- 
age Finch, concerning the privileges of the Irifli par- 
Kament, exprefled himfelf very favourably with re- 
fpeft to them, and yet feveral Englifli ads were 

L 3 pafl^d 
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paired during his reign, quite incQolUlent with 
them, 

Thb navigation a£t names Ireland, the laft daufe 
of which obliged all (hips of thi« country, importing 
goods from any of our plantatioi^ abrosd^ to touch* 
at England, to un(hip thehr cargoes and re-enter* 
them, before they were permitted to return home. 

A BRITISH a£t of the fame reign prohibits die^ 
exportation of wool, from Ireland to aqy country, 
except England. Firft it was made highly penal, 
and foon after, which was ufurpation a^ravated by. 
cruelty, declared to be felony. 

Another Englifh llatute of Charles the Second, 
forbids the planting of tobacco in Ireland. Might 
we not on the fame principle, hav€ been prohibited 
to plant trees, or com, or wheat, or any other vege- 
table necel&ry to the prefervation of life ? 

Farewell. 

LETTER XLV- 

JAMES the Second, who, on the death of his 
brother Charles, aibended the throne, was pof- 
leffed of the fame arbitrary principlesi, and openly 
f^fU ^^^^^^ ^^ koman Catholic religjion. bi 
•* tarrying for^yards the unconfiitutional mea- 
fures of the former reign, he had been an adbive in- 
firumqit ; the fame deiigns, now that he was in- 
veiled with forereign power, were to be the rule of 
his government. But before he proceed^ with the 
execution of them, it was neceflary that he ftiould 
be eilablifhed cm the throne ; he tbeitfore, with the 
ilioft (hameful infinc^rlty, aflured; tk^ -qdyncil, what 
he afteryi^rd^ repeated to the paiflian^oat at it^^ ftrft 
meeting, ^^ that he wou^d make if h]5:^nd^ayour to 
Pffef<»rve the govenuip^t^ both in^chjirch aO(l fiat^^ as 

it 
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it wa$ then by kw eftablilhed^ and that he would 
go as far as any m^, in prcferving all the juft rights 
and liberties of the nation." As James was tho- 
roughly known, fuch declarations could rnake but a 
very flight impreinon, cither on the rptinds of the 
friends of liberty and the Proteftant refigion, or on 
thofe of oppofitc principles- As on the death of 
Charles, Rochefter had been made treafurer of Eng^ 
land, he could not come over lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land. In the mean time, it was determined to 
conimit the government of our affairs, to two lords 
juftices. The perfons chofen were chancellor Boyle 
and the Earl qf Granard. 

No fymptoms of oppofitlon to the authority of 
the ¥J\n% having appeared, except in thofe >yho had 
fupported Monmouth^s rebellion, which was now 
entirely (bpprefTed, he thought it no longer necef- 
fary, to delay the execi,ition of thofe meaftires, which 
he was determined to purfue, In England, he be-^ 
gan openly to employ in his fervice Roman Catho- 
lics ; in this country, his d^figns were ftill more evi- 
dently marked. Until a perfon more agreeable to 
his wifhes could be found, James appointed the 
Earl of Clarendon, whofe fifler he bac| married, lord 
lieutenant of this kingdom. 

Upon his arrival, he found the Proteftants in ^ 
mofi difagrceable fituation. The militia of that 
perfuafion, formed by Grmorid to fecure the public 
tranquillity, having been difarmed, g;reat numbers 
of the banditti n^ntioned before,. ifTued from their 
retreats, and harraffed them, now unprovided with 
the means of detfeqce, l^pies upon their words and 
aftions lay in wait, <o catch at Something of which 
they im\0it be accufed. Complaints of them to 
Clarendoij daily multiplied, who was obliged to be 
very circumfpfc6t in his conduft^ for he knew the 

fentiments 
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fentiments of the King, and the inftruftions which 
he himfelf hacj received. The feals were takeil 
from Boyle and given to Sir Charles Porter, a needy 
dependant on the crown. Three Roman Catholics 
were placed on the bench, to make * way for whom 
as many Proteltant judges had been removed. Men 
r 686 ^^ ^^^ (^mc religious perfuafion were admitted 
to the council. The oath of fupremacy was 
difpenfed with, the reformed teacjhers forbidden to 
toUch upon controverfy. Catholics Were permitted 
to profefs openly their religion, and their eqclefiafti- 
cal dignitaries to officiate in the habits of their or- 
der. A regular Popiih hierarchy was eftabliflied, 
and revenues affigned for it's fupport, from the 
rents of the Proteftant bifliopricks. 

RiCrtAkb Talbot had been one of the Roman 
Catholics, who on the arriyal: of Cromwell had de- 
ferted the kingdom* He went over to the conti- 
nent, where he attended the fortunes of Charles and 
his brother. With York, in confequence of his 
lively obfecjuious martner, and ftiH mote, of his zea- 
lous profeflions of attachment to Popery, he was a 
particular favourite. But he had no fincere regard for 
religion in any form. His charader was marked by 
ihfmcerity, by diflipated morals, and by a haughty 
intemperance of paflion, which prompted hi^ to 
treat his ir^feriors. with contenipt, and his fuperiors 
with difrefpedl. In the conclufion of the laft reign, 
you recolleft he had been made lieutenant general 
of the army in Ireland, with very extenfive powers. 
Some time after the acceffion of James., being cre- 
ated Earl of Tyrconnel, he came oyer and entered 
upon office. To changes both civil and ecclefiafti- 
cal, which had taken place, he had been particularly 
acccflbry, by his influence, with goverriment. In his 
own immediate department, he paid no regard to 

'•-'■: ■ - the 
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the didates of either juftice or moderation. He 
difmiflcd from the army four thoufand Proteftant 
ibldiers, and three hundred officers, many of whom 
had bought their commiffions. The foldiers he 
ftripped even of their cloaths, and turned them into 
the world naked and without the means of fupportv 
The officers weat over to the Prince of Orange^ 
with whom they returned to their native country at 
the revolution. Tyrconnel was now, in the place 
of Lord Rochcfter, made lord lieutenant. As 
might be cxpedted, bis adminiftration was diftin^ 
guiflied by violence and partiality. 

It was fuppofed, that Porter would be a fubfer-. 
vient inftrument of government, but he conduced 
himfelf with fome moderation, and therefore was 
obliged to give up the feals to Sir Alexander Fit- 
ton, a new convert to Popery, and who had been 
convidted of a capital crime* 

Si R William Domville, the attorney general, long 
remarkable for his abilities, and even loyalty, was 
difplaced, to make room for Nagle, a violent par- 
tizan of the Roman Catholic caufe. But three Pro- 
teftant judges now remained upon the bench. The 
changes in the civil and military departments were 
rapid and numerous, Thofe appointed to fill the 
vacant offices, were much inferior to thofe who had 
been difmiffed from them, in knowledge, in abilities 
and experience. 

To fecure a majority in parliament, was with the 
miniftry, an objeft of the firft importance. But this 
^ould not be obtained, fo long as corporations gg 
continued in the hands of Proteftants. An eafy 
method was taken to furmount this difficulty. Tyr- 
connel demanded of the city of Dublin a furrender of 
their charter. They refufed„ and entreated the King 
by petition, not to deprive them of their privileges. 

lo 



iyo THE HISTORY 

In vain. Their right was tried, and through the ihflu- 
dnce of the court, they were compeHed to relinquifh 
it. In a (hort time, either by furrender, in confe- 
quence of fear or flattery, or by violence, or by the 
dccifion of Roman Catholic judges, a confiderable 
number of charters were annihilated. - New charter* 
were granted, and the corpora tiorjs, now abfolutely 
at the difpofal of the Lord Lieutenant, fitted up 
with a large majority of Roman Catholic efcd^ors. 
From a motive, the fame with that which was the 
c^ufe of tWu meafurc, Popidi (beriffs were appointed 
for the feverat counties. In the prefent year, fif- 
teen hundred and eighty feven, there was but one 
Proteftant fheriff in Ireland, and he was put into the 
office by miftake. Aftions the refult of bigotry 
and of arbitrary principles, arc hateful a^ all times^ 
an4 IB thcJk of every 4cncHpinati(^, 

FarewelL 

LETTER 3CLVI. 

WHEN meafures were adopted, fo unfevouca- 
ble to the J^roteftant intcreft, as thofe men- 
tioned in my laft,. it was noi to be expedted, that 
the. uTiiv^rfity of Dublin would efcape uninjured. 
It did not efcape. The fellows, appMreheEifive of the 
defigns of government with refpeft to it, attempted 
to fend their plate to England., in order to be dif- 
poiedof ; but it was feized by the command of Tyr- 
eonnel, and with great difficulty feved from his ra- 
pacity. Firft one Roman Catholic and then another^ 
was defigned to be intruded as fellows into the um- 
verfity. With rcfpedt to the former, no fiicb fel- 
lowihip as that defigned to be filled up adoiaify cx- 
fflred,. the latter wouM not take the oath of Xupre- 
toacy,, a& required by the ftatutcs,, and therefore was 

remedied.. 
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iBJcdbed. TjTConncl felt this dfappointment with 
the warmth of vexation and difpleafure. Oovern- 
mcnt had added to the revenues of the college, a 
yearly penfion of near four hundred pounds ; this he 
Hopped to gratify his rcfcntment. In tfie general 
anxiety and confiifion commerce languiflied; of 
courfe the revenue decreafed- Difpleafed with this 
circumfiance, which was afcribed to the meafures of 
Tyrconnel, more violent than his iliftruftions jufti- 
ficd, miniftry threatened him with their difpleafure ; 
to avert which he paffed over to England, fatisfied 
the King, with refpeA to the propriety of his con- 
duft, and was continued in his government. 

Hi s next attempt was to overturn the aft of fet* 
tlement. With this view he fent over Lord Chief 
Juftice Nugent, and Baron Rice to England as com- 
miflioners. They endeavoured, agreeably to their 
inftruAions, to prevail with the King to call a meet- 
ing of the Irilh parliament, a majority of which, 
from the influence of Roman Catholics in eleftions, 
there was no doubt, would have concurred in fuch a 
meafure. James entered into the idea with warmth, 
but it was rejedlted through the influence of the 
council. 

Happily for thefe nations, by the overruling 

Providence of 6od, a glorious revolution ggg 

was foon to difispate the fears and animate the 

hopes, of all concerned for the rights of Britain and 

Ireland. When James began, by more open and 

flagrant encroachments on the conftitution, to give 

convincing proofs of the principles by which he de- 

figned to govern,, the friends of liberty call their 

eyes upon his fon-in-law, William Prince of Orange, 

as the only perfon to whom they could apply, for 

deliverance from the dangers by which they were 

threatenedr To him, from time tp time, numbers 

of 
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of them had reforted, with a view to engage him in 
their caufe, and to concert the meafures necefiary to 
render it fuccefsfui. Of this defign, Tyrconnel had 
received early intelligence, which he immediately 
communicated to the king. James was alarmed, 
and ordered him to fend over to his afliftance, four 
thoufand troops. This was an impolitic meafure. 
It tended to open the eyes of thofe in Ireland, who 
were doubtful in refpcdt to the intentions of the 
king, and the abfence of fo many troops, encouraged ^ 
the exertions of thofe here who were interefted in the 
privileges of this country. Many of the Irifh could 
not be perfuaded to beKeve, that the reports propa- 
gated on this occasion had any foundation. Their 
eyes were foon opened ; for by this time the Prince 
of Orange had landed in England, where he was foon 
joined by numbers. Succefs promtfed to reward his 
glorious undertakings The affairs of James grew 
every day more defperate. This flattering profpeft 
elevated the friends of liberty in this country, and 
deprefled proportionably the fpirit of the oppofite 
party. Tyrconnel grew humble, and endeavoured 
to conciliate the favourable opinion of thofe, whom 
his tyranny had irritated ; at the fame time, he ufed 
his utmoft endeavours to raife foldiers. Great num- 
bers of a lower clafs enlifted. No difcipline was 
preferved; they wanted pay, in confequence of 
which, the country was harraffed by their dejwreda- 
tions. 

Farewell. 
1, E T T E R .XLVIL 

FREQUENTLY had the Proteftants of Ire- 
land been made uneafy, by reports, that the 
Roman Catholics defigned to rife in arms^ with the 

fame 
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fame views which had. influenced their conduft, in 
the infurreaion of fixleen hundred and forty ^g^^ 
one. They were now dreadfully alarmed, 
from a fimilar caufe. Lord Mountalexander, of the 
county of Down, received ^ letter from a perfon 
unknown, in which he was informed, that the Irilh 
defigned a general infurreAion, for the deftrudion 
of Proteftants, on the ninth day of the following 
December. Letters communicating the fame in- 
telligence, were conveyed to other gentlemen in the 
North. In the condu^ of fome individuals of the 
Roniiaa Catholics, circunnilances of fufpicion were 
obferved. On fuch occafions feeling is all alive. 
The imaginaticMi takes hold of every thing and 
magnifies it, which has a tendency to infpire with 
terror. In a very fliort time, all the Protefiants of 
Ireland received the alarm. They ufed every effort 
to provide againft the expefted danger ; numbers of 
them defer ted their habitations, and prepared to 
feek for fafety in a foreign country. There is no. 
evidence to prove thefe apprehenfions had any real 
foundation. The ninth of December arrived. AH 
continued quiet* 

When the four thoufand men we have menti- 
oned were, fent to England, Tyrconnel had re- 
moved the garrifon of Londonderry. He faw his- 
error, and commanded a Roman Catholic regiment, 
lately rxiifed by the Marquifs of Antrim, to march 
to that city, to reprefe any attempts which might 
be made by the inhabitants, hoftile to government. 
They had arrived at Newtownlimavaddy, a village 
about twelve miles diftant, before the citizens of 
Derry were made acquainted with their approach. 
Juft before, they had heard of the fuppofed infur- 
rcftion. This circumftance, which tended to con- 
firm ^the intelligence, and to strengthen their fears^ 

required 
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required immediate deliberation.. Opinions were 
various. Time was loft in fruitlefs undecided con* 
iultations. Meian time, two officers arrived to pro- 
vide forage for the regiment, the firft divifion of 
which was at hand. At the critical moment, a few 
apprentice boys, animated by a fudden impulfe, 
which frequently, on great and interefting^ occafi- 
pns, takes poffeffion of the heart, flew to the gates, 
fliut them, drew up the bridge, and feized the ma- 
gazine. By this fpirited aftion, • thofe who * before 
had been irrefolute, were determined. The inhabi- 
tants, without exception, refolved not to admit the 
Irifh, and to defend the town againft all \yho Ihould' 
attempt to injure their lives, their liberty or tcligi- 
on. When intelligence of this reached' Tyrconnel, 
he ordered Lord Mountjoy, with Lundy his lieute- 
nant colonel, to march at the head of fij? compa- 
nies, to reduce Derry to obedience. Upon his arri- 
val, he and two companies were admitted, on con- 
dition that in fifteen days, pardon fhould be granted' 
to all concerned in the late oppofition to govern- 
ment, that thofe who pleafed Ihould have liberty to 
depart from the city, and .that^ of the troops whom 
they would afterwards receive, one half muft be 
Proteftants. Mountjoy was made governor of the 
town. The inhabitants had confidence in, his prin- 
ciples. He entered into their views, determined to 
oppofe all who were enemies to them and the con- 
ilitution. Every method was taken to put the place 
into a ftate of defence, and to furnifh it with arms 
and ammunition. 

Enniskillek, animated by the fpirit which had 
fo honourably diftinguiflied the citizens of Derry, 
refufed to admit two companies, fent by Tyrconnel 
to awe them to obedience. In other parts of the 
North, particularly in the counties of Down and 

Antrim, 
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Antrim, Proteftants aflbciated^ under the command 
^f particular gentlemen, who Hood forth, on the 
prefent alarming occaiion, in defence of the privile- 
ges of their country. 

I HAVE mentioned, that (hortJy after the arrival 
of William in England, the faircft profpedt of fuc- 
celi opened to his view. It brightened every day. 
Whra the power of the tyrant is diflblved, he can 
place HO. confidence; evoi in thpfe whom he has moll 
obliged* and who hav« profcflfed the ftrongeft at- 
tachment to him, in the day of his profperity. Thus 
it was with the unfortunate James. AH having de- 
ferted him, he was pldiged to ^y from the kingdom. 
Ha4 the Prince <^ Orange been.poflfeffcd of the £ame 
arbiir^y pflnciple$, he was tiqw prefented with a 
fUtt^rin^ •ppportumty of feizing the govenmient« 
But fuqh views were totally iocan(i£tent with Ms 
fenfe of honor, Jhis benevofence and greatncfe of 
mind. When by bis magnanhnous e£brts, he had 
reftpred to the nation the full pofleffiori of their pri- 
vileges, he fubmitted to the unrefbained determina- 
ibn of the Hates, thc.fettleraeat of the emjrire. By 
them the crown was placed upon his head, in con- 
junction with his amiable confort. But Hill there 
were numbers in the lation unfriendly to his govern- 
ment. The tories were either his concealed or 
avowed enemies- Two Scotch regiments had rebel- 
led. He had reafon to be ccmvinced, that fome of 
the Engjiih troops were di{affc<9ted. It was xmcer- 
tain whether he could place confidence in Lord Dart- 
mouth, Jhe commander of the fleet. Thcfe perplex- 
ing and. more immediate objeds of his care, fHX* 
vented him from paying that early attention to the 
affairs^of Ireland, which they much required. Im- 
prefled by a juft fenfe of their fituation, he had, in 
January, by a letter to the convention, prefled them 

to 
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to take into confideration this important objeft. 
Some proteftant gentlemen who were introduced ta 
him, in order to foUicit hrs interpofition in our behalf, 
faw how heartily he was difpofcd to comply with 
their requeft, but that, until the affairs of England 
fhould be fettled j he couM do nothing efFeftual ia 
fupporting his friends in this country. 

In the mean time, he fent over General Hamil- 
ton, then his prifoner, and who had confidcrable in- 
fluence with Tyrconncl, to perfuade him to refiga 
the government, taking his parole, that if he did 
not fucceed he would return to England. Hamil- 
ton was not a man of honor. Inilead of perfiiading 
his friend to relinquifli the government, he ad- 
vifed hirh to hold it, continued in Ireland and en» 
tercd into the fervicc of James. With refpeit to 
the Lord Lieutenant, in order to gain time, he fen t 
feveral meflages to King William, ^(luring him thdt 
he was ready to give up the government, provide<5 he 
would fiimifli him with a decent apology, by find- 
ing over any confidcrable body of forces to demand 
it. This he well knew, in the prefent ftate of affair^,, 
could not be accomplilhed. However, to carry oa 
the impofition, and to be free of a man diffaffc£tecl 
to his caufe, he prevailed with Mountjoy to go over 
to France, to reprefent to James, that if he had 
any hopes of regaining the throne, by the afliftance 
of his Irifh fubjefts, they were ill founded, and that 
he fhould rclinquilh the defign. This Lord was the 
dupe of Tyrconnel's infidious policy. Upon his ar- 
rival in France, he.\iras caft into prifon, whilft chief 
baron Rice, who had accompanied him, was em-s^ 
ployed by James in aflifting his military operations. 

Contrary to his exprefs ftipulations with 
Mountjoy, fcarcely had he departed, when Tyrcon-* 
nel began to iriake vigorous preparations for. war, 
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He gave orders, tha,t twenty ^dditlqparregiments, 
cgch cpnfifting of a tboufand men, flaou Jd be imme- 
diately raifed by the Roman Catholics, Except in 
the North, where bis commands could not be exe- 
cuted, all the EroteiJant foldiers in the kingdom, 
were deprived of the arms wliich had remained with 
them. The officers were not even indulged, with 
the .privilege of wearing their fwords. For the ufe 
of the army, he took from different perfojis of this 
denomination, ten thoufand horfes, without making 
them any compenfation. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XLVm. 

THOSE of theoppofite caufe, whofe fituation 
would admit of any exertions in fupport of 
it, were not difcouraged by the violent meafures of 
Tyrconnel. 

In fome parts of Ulfter, the Proteftants had ^he 
fpirit to proclaim William ^nd Mary. A number 
of them had affembled in the town of Newry, in 
military array- Againft thefe a body of troops 
were detached, under the command of <jeneral Ha- 
milton. On the ^approach of the enerny, they re- 
tired, but were overtaken at Dromore and defeated, 
with confiderable lofs. .Numbers of them were dif- 
perfed. Of thofe who remained, fome retired to 
Coleraine, which they fortified, Others retreated to 
Ennilkilleh. Lord Blaney had coUefted a body of 
Proteftants, which he was leading to the affiftanqe of 
thofe in. Coleraine -, they were attacked by the garri- 
fons of Charlemont and Mountjoy, whom they re- 
pulfed with flaughter. Some time after, Coleraine 
was affaulted. by the Irifh. The place was not te- 
nable. Before it wjas taken, the garxifon; foribgk it 

Vol. II. M and 
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and made good their retreat. The otlly place of 
refuge, in the more Northern parts^ to thofe who 
were obliged to fly from the eftemy, was London- 
derry, the garrifon and citizens of which, were 
about to difpUy efforts of patience, of courage and 
tefolution in the common caufe, which have tranf- 
mitted their memory with admiration to pofterity. 

When James found himfelf ftripped of his domi- 
nions, he applied to the Emperor, as a Roman Ca- 
tholic prince, for affiftance. The anfwer to his re- 
quefl, inftead of being favourable^ reproached him 
with the folly of his paft condudt. He had no re- 
fource but to caft himfelf entirely, on the friendfliip 
and proteAion of the King of France. Lewis pro- 
bably commiferated his helplefs fituation. He was 
alfo United to him by a fimilarity of principles, both 
with refpedt to politics and religion. But his en- 
mity to William, with whom he was now at war, 
and jealoufy of the addition made to his power arid 
greatnefs, by the acquifition of Britain, was his 
ftrongeft inducement to give James the afliftance he 
defired. He prefented him with four hundred thou- 
fand crowns, and an equipage fuited to his ftation 
as a monarch. He ordered fourteen fliips of war, 
fix frigates, and three fire (hips to be got ready for 
the occafion. He would likewife have fiimiflied 
him men* " No,*' fays James, " I will reccrver my 
own dominions with my own fubjefts, or perifh 
in the attempt.'* It was a fudden unfteady im- 
pulfe. His future condudk was quite inconfiftent 
with this fpirited declaration. As this country was 
the objc6l of his intended expedition, he engaged in 
his fervice about twelve thoufand Irilh troops, which 
were placed under the command of Marflial Rofen. 
To thefe were added a hundred French officers, and 
a number of Britifli and Irilh nobility. The Count 

D*Avaugh 
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T5*Avaugh, ' who on former occafions had given him 
ftrong proofs of regard, was dcfigned to accompany 
him' as ambaflador from France. After various de- 
lays, which the intrigues of the nunifters of Lewis 
unneceflarily prolonged, James fet fail for Ireland, 
and on the twelfth of March fixteen hundred and 
eighty nine, arrived at Kinfale. Tyrconnel met 
him at Cork, where in reward of his fervices, he 
was created a Duke. From Cork he proceeded to 
Dublin, which he eittered in grand proceflion, ac- 
companied by the magiftrates, and by the Roman 
Catholic clergy, in the habiliments of their refpedtive 
orders, who in folemn ftate marched along with an 
elevated hoft. XJpon enquiring into the ftate of his 
affairs, he found them in a favourable fituatipn. His 
old army was fteadily attached to his caufo^ Thirty 
thoufand foot and eight thoufand horfe, had been 
lately raifed for his fervice. .No part of Ireland, 
except Ulfter, was difobedient to his authority* 
Scarcely any troops to oppofe him, and the coafts 
unprovided in (hips for their proteftion. 

The friends of James in Scotland, at the head of 
whom was his aftive and zealous partizan Lord 
Dundee, prefled him to tranfport immediately his 
troops into that kingdom, where numbers were 
ready and well difpofed to fupport his caufe. His 
friends in England entreated him, to pafs over there, 
to regain his crown by one bold and vigorous exer- 
tion, or perifli in the attempt. Ireland they affert- . 
ed, (hould be no immediate objeft of his attention, 
a great part of which was already in his poffeflion. 
The fortune of this country would not command . 
thaKof England, whereas, on the other hand, Eng- 
land would neceflarily involve Ireland in it's fate.' 
To thefe counfels, the advice of the French who 
were about him, agreeably to their inftrudions, was 

M 2 quite 
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quite oppofite. " The Scotch," fay they, *^ cannot be 
trufted } they betrayed your father ; they have ex- 
ceeded even the Engli(h in their oppofition to your 
family; they have excluded not only him but his 
fon, and his fon*s pofterity from the throne." With 
rcfpeft to England, they told him, that there he 
could not go with a profpe£t either of fafety or of 
fudceis. Before his army could be embarked, the 
Britiih fleet would appear and flop it's paflage. But 
iliould he avoid this danger, he muft land in the 
Weft, where he would have infuperablc obftacles to 
furmount ; there a vidtory would not enfure him 
fuccefs, whereas a defeat would ruin him. On the 
other hand, fliould he meet with a defeat in Ireland^ 
by the help of his friends he might rife fuperior to 
it. Should he conquer Ireland, it would be a re- 
ceptacle to thofe who efpoufed his caufe, was near 
J*rance, by affiftance from which, he would be ena- 
bled to purfui his other fchemes with fuccefs. By 
thefe and fuch arguments, James was determined to 
continue where he was, and purfue his fortune. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XLIX. 

JAMES, on his arrival in Ireland, received addref- 
fes from perfons of all religious denominations. 
To thofe of the Proteftants, who being in his power, 
thought it neceflary to pay him this mark of atten- 
tion, he returned fpecious affurances of regard. The 
heart was not concerned in them. His conduft de- 
termined his real defigns. Every remaining Pro- 
teftant in the council was turned out, whofe places 
were^filled by thofe of the Roman Catholic perfua- 
fion. Having paid the neceflary attention to affairs 
of ftate, he determined to proceed with his military 

operations^ 
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operations, the firft 6f which was to attempt the re- 
duction of Derry, which had fo early and with fo 
muchfpirit oppofed his arbitrary defigns. Hither 
he led his army in perfon. 

When Mountjoy fet off for, France, the com- 
mand of this important place had been committed 
to Lunday, with refpedk to the rqdtitude of whofe 
intentions, his conduct in feveral inftances had ere-.' 
ated fufpicion. A fupply of money ,, of arms aiid 
ammunition had been fent to Derry by King Wil- 
liam, but before they were delivered to Lunday, he 
was obliged to take the negeflary oaths. But thefe 
were no pledge of his fidelity. A mind capable of 
treachery, is infenfible to the force of a religipus or 
riioral obligation. He refolyed to feize the firft op^ 
portunity, 6f betraying the town to the enemy. 

With a feemmg intention to oppofe the progrefs 
of James, Lunciay with his troops had feized certain 
polls within a few miles of perry, fituated in the 
line of his triarch, but when he approached, inflead 
6f afting with fpirit, ne retreated^ and ftiut himfelf 
lip in the city. At this tinie, two Englifti reginaents, 
linciqr the command of the Colonels Cunningham 
and kichiards, airrived in Lough Fpyle. By the de- 
fire of Lunday, the principal officers came up to 
Derry. A council was then held under his diredi- 
on, and conduced in the manner conformable to his 
views, the refult of which was that the town was- 
not tenable, that the officers (hould privately with- 
draw, and ieave the inhabitants to make the beft 
terms they could with King James. 

When the people were, made acquainted with 
this {candalous, niod reproachful determination, 
they were exceedingly diTpleafed, and exclaimed in 
the bittemefs of. refentment, that they were be- 
trayed by thofe who were bound to protect them. 

M 3 WhUft 
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Whilft they were, indulging the painful feelings, ex- 
cited by their diftrcfling profpeft, Murray, a fine fpi- 
rited fellow, whofe honours ftill live in the grateful 
remembrance of his countrymen, appeared at the. 
gates, with a body of horfe, which he had brought 
to the afliftance of the garrifoni Contrary to the 
direftions of Lunday, they were opened to him by; 
the citizens, with ftrong exprellions of joy and 
tharikfulnefs. When adniitted, the people crowded 
around him. He addreffed them in brpken fpeeches ^ 
entreated them " to rernemher glory, fafety^ reli"^ 
gion, themfelves, their country, their pofferity,"^ as 
the prefent exigeixcy arjd the feelings of his heart, 
fuggefted. He gave prders to different perfons 
to (hut the gates, to arm, to mount the walls, to 
point the guns. -Thoff wl|o were refolyedto de^ 
fend the town, he direfted to tie o^ white cloth round' 
their left arm, as a badge of diftmdion., 

Lund AY Was'riow fating in council. Murray 
haftened to him,'and ufed every elEFort to roufe him 
to a fenfe of his duty. But in vain, ^^e was too 
much loft to the feelings of glory arid of honor, to 
be influenced either by the fprce of perfuafion or the 
bitternefs of reproach. Mean while, James ha^ ap- 
proached to the \valls, probably confident from a 
reliance bii the baf^* intentions of L/unday!, that he 
would meet with no refifiance. . He was 'deceived. 
The citizens animated by the example arid exhorta- 
tions of Murray pointed the guns againlt hini, kiUe4 
an officer by his fide and obliged him to retire. ' Re- 
fledtirig upon the decided part they had now taken, 
upon the greatnefs of the danger by which they were 
threatened, and the fmall fl'repgth with which. tKey 
were provided to oppofe it, they b'efeech^d the qfr 
ficers of the tw6 regiments, not to defert them in 
their extremity. But they were deaf to their en- 
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treaties. They went off to England, accompanied 
by a number of other officers, who equally with 
themtfelves, were infenfible to the feelings of honor ' 
and magnanimity. Murray was offered the com- ' 
mand of the town; but he modeftly declined this 
honor. Upon which, they chofe for governors, 
Richard Walker a clergyman and Major Barker, the 
former of whom, by his exertions in their behalf, 
was confpicuoufly diftinguifhed. 

Walker was reftor of a parifti in the county of 
Tyrone. Warmed by a generous ardour, to be 
ufeful to Ms country at this critical period, he had- 
raifed a regiment, and ufed every endeavour in be- 
half of the Proteftant caufe. 

Wh e n James approached with his army, he re- 
treated to Derry, where it was probable his fervices 
would be moft wanted. Affifted by the counfels of this 
valiant ecclefiaftic, the citizens proceeded to take the 
meafures, bell fuited to their ptefent trying fituation. 
That they might not be obliged to maintain 
thofe, whofe flavifti and daftardly fpirits rendered 
them totally unworthy of their regard, all who chofe 
it were permitted to retire. A number left the 
place, among whom was Lunday, who to avoid 
public infult, put on a difguife^ and ftole off with a 
load upon his back ; a fituation perfedtly worthy of 
the bafe fentiments by which he was aftuated. 
About fqven hundred and fifty militia, unacquainted 
with the art of war, remained. The fortifications 
of the town were weak. Not more than twenty 
guns were fit foi: fcrvice. James had under his com- 
Hiand twenty thouland regular troops. Courage ani- 
mated by a warm attachment to their deareft privi- 
leges^ was to this little band of heroes, the beft and 
the nobleft fubftitute they could have, in the place of 
numbers^ of military knowledge, and of the other 

advantages 
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advantages of which they were deftitute. As might 
have been expedted, their mode of defence was con- 
duced by no fixed rule. If a fally was neceffary, 
or any other fervice to be performed^ the queftion 
was propofcd ; who will engage in it ? A volunteer 
ftepped forth, took the lead, and thofe \yho chofe 
placed thenifelves under his command. This prof- 
dticed mutual <:onfidence, and a fpirit of generous 
emulation. The irregularity of their exertions con-- 
fufed the me^fures of the enemy • 

Murray, by his efforts, added new laurels to 
thofe he h4d obtained by his fiift difplay of magna- 
nimity. The boldnefs of his actions was equalled by 
his manly exhortations, *' It is not," cried he, " a few 
military evolutioris, rior the movements of arms by 
rule, thie merfe piarade and foppery of war, which 
make foldicrs, but ftrbttg bodies; ftronger minds, the 
contempt of diangers and of death.'* 

A noble fpirit of enthufiafm in the common caufe, 
animated equally the breafts of the old and the 
young. The wonien w6re raifed fuperior to thai 
fenfibility of danger, which is natural to their fex. 
They affifted at the works, they brought with their 
hands^ they encouraged the men to perfevere with' 
refolution, ih their glorious undertaking. Jahies 
battered the town for eleven day^, without any 
cfFedk. Having been able to accomplifli nothing, 
except the inconfidierable atchievement of reduciiig 
the fort of Culmore, he left the army and retired to 
Dublin; in difguft. 

Had the prefervation of the bfefic^ed depended 
on caufes, within the reach 6f humin wifdotn and 
courage^ they had littlb to fear ; but they b^gan to 
be threatened with e^ils, againft which they could 
make no defence. The heat of the weather pro- 
duced a peitilential diforder that wais fatal to num-^ 
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bers bf ttem, and they were threatened with a fear- 
city of provifions. Whilft they were labouring un- 
der the fitft bf thefe diftreffes, and afflifted by the 
profpedk of the other^ which was ftill more caiantii- 
tous, thirty fhips, with provifions and five thoufand 
men, fent from England to their relief, appeared in 
the LoUgh« To prevent their approach, the Irifti 
had ftretqhed a boom acrofs the narrowcft part of 
the river, and planted batteries on each of the oppo- 
fite fliores. Upon this appearance of danger, Kirt, 
who^ commanded the armament, inftead of behaving 
with the intrepidity of a foldier, or difcovering any 
teridernefs for the fit'uation of thofe gallant men, in- 
volved in^ circumftances di5eply interefting, fet fail 
and carried his (hips around to LoiighS willy. 

Sik John Fen wick, in his confcflion of a plot 
about this tiin'e formed in England, by feveral per- 
fonis of confequchce. In favour of James, declared, 
that Kirk had entered into the views of the confpi- 
rators. May not this explain his fhameful conduit 
on the prefent occafion ? Hope now forfook the be- 
fieged, but not their herotck courage, a trial of 
which more fevere, docs not occur in the annals of 
hiftory. To he'fghten their feelings occafioned by 
the late grievous difappbintment, they had the mor- 
tification to know, that the French fleet had de- 
feated that of the Englifh, commanded by Admiral 
Herbert, and had brought a fupply of men and of 
ftores foY the fervice of their allies. Their diftreffes 
multiplied. Among thofe carried off by death was 
Baker one of their governors. Mitchelbourne, a 
man in "whom they confided, was fubllituted in his 
place. Fifteen officers were buried in one day. 
Though from want and fatigue, numbers were un- 
able to fuppbrt their arms, death was threatened to 
the man who fliould fpeak q( furrendering; The 
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accomplilhmcnt of what eould not be effefted by- 
power, was now attempted by a horrid device. 
The cruel Rofen, who commanded the beficgers, 
colledted all the Proteftants of every fcx and age 
for miles round, and drove them under the walls, 
hoping that he would compel the garrifon to fubmit, 
by this (hocking aft of inhumanity. But inftead of 
gaining his point, the magnanimity of thefe wretch- 
ed fufferers, helped to ftrengthen the refolutionof 
the befieged, in this dreadful alternative. Glofe by 
the walls, they fell down upon their knees, and be- 
feeched the garrifoFn to perfevere in their defence, 
w^hout paying any regard to their condition. Tq 
force the Irifli from this deteftable purpofe^ thtt citi- 
zens erected a gallows, and threatened, that if they 
perfifted in it, they would hang the prifoners. Whe- 
ther this would have ferved any end is uncertain. 
Three days and three nights, did thefe miferablc 
Proteftants continue expofcd to cold, to perpetual 
danger, and to famine, when by the exprefs orders 
of James, Rofen permitted them to depart. 

When we confider what muft lave been the feel^ 
ings of thefe unhappy vickinas, when torn from their 
habitations, what they fufFered by the way, and un^ 
der the walls of Derry, and how greatly their cala- 
mities muft have been aggravated, after crawling 
homewards, filled with the feeds of ficknefs and difr 
cafe, on feeing themfclves bereft of their property, 
their houfes in flames, the miferies of want flaring 
them in the face ; a fcene more pitiable in itfelf, 
and more deeply marked with the characters of crur 
city, does not perhaps occur in the hiftory of naan- 
kind. ' . ' 

But, to return to Derry, where likewife there is 
not a line in the pidure, not filled with wretched' 
nefe^ The dillrefs of the befieged was now cncreaf- 
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cd, almoft beyond conception. Deftitute of human 
food, they were forced to fubfift upon the flcfti of 
of horfes, dogs and other creatures of that kind, at 
which, unlefs when reduced to extreme neceflity, 
the ftomach revohs with naufeating difguft. Even 
this refource failed ; they were cut off from every 
fupply for almoil two days. 

The animating encouragement, and manly ex- 
ample of Walker, were of admirable ufe to them in 
this deplorable fituation. He pointed to the Iky, to 
the churches. Thcfe were the holy fanes from 
which their enemies were to drive them, if they 
furvived, with difgrace 5 this the afylum prepared 
for them by their God, if they died with glory in 
his caufe. He ^fcended the pulpit, and affured them 
that the Almighty would* interpofe in their behalf. 
As if this had been didtated by a prophetic fpirit, . 
the aflembly had fcarely departed from his inftrudi- 
ons, when three ftiips were difcovered failing up the 
channel. They were the fhips of Kirk, who now 
was obliged to do what he could have done before 
with honor, and with much greater fafety. The 
Dartmouth frigate led the van. The two (hips 
which followed were filled with provifions. The 
feeble emaciated garrifon crouded to the w^lls, with 
deep anxiety and expectation, to behold an event 
which was either to refcue them from mifery, or ex- 
tinguifti for ever the laft gleam of hope. As the 
fliips advanced, the batteries of the enemy played 
upon them inqeffantly. They returned the fire 
with fpirit and refolution. One of the vidtuallers, 
which nqw occupied the foremoft ftation, as (he was 
paffing on, ftruck the boom. It broke, but unfor- 
tunately, by the rebound, (he ftruck the bottom 
and ftuck faft. The enemy, taking advantage of 
this circumftance, attacked he? with redoubled im- 
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petuofity. But happily, by the firing of Ker gtini, 
fhe was extricated, and accorapahiedi by the other 
two (hips, came up to the quay. Upon this, the 
Irifli Ihortly decamped. 

It has been mentioned, that when the fi^e com- 
menced, there were in the city, who bore arms, 
about feven thoufand five hundred men. During the 
continuance of it, by the enemy, by famine and dif- 
eafe, three thoufand two hundred had loft their lives. 
Of the remainder, a thoufind were tinfit for ifervice ; 
the condition of fuch of them as nad. fuftained the 
leaft injury, f mm the accumulated miferies they 
had endured, 'may eafily be conceived. Confiderable 
numbers of thofe who did not bear arms periflied. 
The fiege had began the middle of April, arid Was 
raifed the thirty firft of Jiily^ 

This memorable event is a ftrikihg example, of 
the exertions of which men are capable, and the dif- 
ficulties they are enabled to fupport, in the caufc of 
religion, of liberty and their country. As iii iifelf, 
it is fo exceedingly interefting, and the fate of the 
kingdom fo much depended on it, I have jgiven 
you a more particular accbuht of it, than wif!i reif- 
pe<5t to fuch matters in general, is corififierit with 
the limits of my defign. 

Farewell. 

L E T T E R L. 

DURING the fiege of Derry, the army of 
James had^loft eight thoufand men. The re- 
mainder had fcarcely begun \6 move off, whefa the 
garrifon, hotwithftanding their enfeebled ftate, {al- 
lied forth, and for forhe time hung upon their rear,' 
as they proceeded to Strabane. In the pi^efeht war, 
the Derrynien were of all others moft eminently di- 
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flinguiflied. Numbers behaved in a manner, at this 
intereltipg period, which reflects honor upon their 
menjpry ; in particular, a triljute of praifq is due tc> 
the gallant l^nifHill^ners. Thefe fpirited defenders 
of their country and the Pfoteftant cauf?, put them- 
felves under the command of Guftavus Harnilton, 
and openly proclain^ed their allegiance to Williani 
and Mary. Early in the prefent difpute, Crum- 
Caftle, fituated in the neighbourhood of Ennilkillcn, 
had been attc^cked by a party of Iridi commanded 
by Lord Galmoy. The Ennilkilleners came up to 
it's relief, and defeated the aifailants. 

Two armies of the enemy were now in the field. 
One of them, at the head of which was General Sarf- 
field, was attacked and defeated by the Proteftants 
with confiderable flaughter. The other, commanded 
by the Duke of Berwick, diredted it's courfe to En- 
niikillen, which, after fome inconfiderable fuccefs, 
the approach of General Hamilton obliged to retire. 
Once 'more Crum-Caftle was invefted. Macarthy, 
an Irifli officer, fat down before it with feven thou- 
fand men. A motion of the Ennilkilleners to relieve 
the place, brought on a general engagement with 
the enemy near Newtownbutler, in which the former 
obtained a compleat viftory. The courage and per- 
fevering exertions of the Proteftants, on this occa- 
fion, were confpicuous ; but to the common foldiers 
of the Irifti they fcarcely gave any quarter. What 
a pity, that by this violation of the laws of huma- 
nity, they fliould have ftained the glory of fo ho- 
nourable an atchievement ! The viftory at Newtown- 
butler made a deeper imprcffion on the enemy, as it 
happened juft about the time of their being obliged 
to raife the fiege of Derry. 

On his return to Dublin from the North, James 
had convened a meeting of the parliament. The 
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pains taken to fccure a majority of the commons,^ 
favourable to the views of government, have been 
already mentioned. With refpeft to the lofds, many 
of the Proteftant peers had left the kingdom ; the 
outlawries of feveral Popifh Lords had been reverf- 
cd ; Roman Catholics had lately been created peers. 
In confequence, there were but nine Proteftant lords, 
temporal and fpiritual, in the upper houfe. Six ex- 
cepted, all the lower houfe confifted of Roman Catho- 
lics. The proceedings of this parliament, were expref- 
five of the moft zealous attachment to the intereft of 
James. They addreflcd him in warm terms of loy- 
alty and afieftion, they addrefled Lewis of France 
for the affiftance he had given him. They pafled an 
aft to recognize his title to the throne, and ftigma- 
tizing the Prince of Orange, as an ufurper. To cut 
off the means by which the power of his enemies was 
fupported, they repealed, without exception, the 
a(5ts of fettlement and explanation. In the preamble 
of the bill, which they enafted for this purpofe, the 
Irifti were juftified with refpeft to the infurredtion of 
fixteen hundred and forty one, and a claufe inferted, 
by which the eftates of all in the three kingdoms were 
forfeited, who had taken up arms againft James, or 
aided thofe who did rebel, or held any correfpon- 
dence with them, from the firft of Auguft fixteen 
hundred and eighty eight. Their next meafure was 
not only highly impolitic, but fet at open defiance, 
every principle of equity, of jufticeand moderation. 
They attainted, tis guilty of high treafon, all perfons, 
attached to the Prince of Orange, now abfent, who 
Ihould not return to the kingdom againft a certain 
day, without making any allowance for age, ficknefs, 
infirmity, or any other circumftance, which might pre- 
vent thofe who were inclined, from complying with 
the injunftion. By this adt James was put in ppflef- 
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fion of the cftates of the abfentees, none of whom 
he had it in his power to pardon after the following 
November. There were afFefted by it a great num- 
ber of the nobility of both fexes, fifty one knights, 
eighty three clergymen, and near three thoufand per- 
fons of inferior quality. It is perfeftly aftonifhing, 
but fo iniquitous were the principles of thofe who 
conducted thisbufinefs, that the law which fubjedted 
fo many perfons to fo grievous a penalty, in refpeft 
to their lives and property, was not pubiilhed until 
the time expired, within which they were permitted 
to furrender. A ftatute was likewife enafted by 
by which it was declared, that ails of the Britifh legi- 
flature could not bind Ireland, and by which writs of 
error and appeals to England were taken away. 

The parliament granted James a monthly fubfi- 
dy of twenty thoufand pounds. But this prodigious 
fum was not adequate to his neceffities i therefore, 
by an exertion of his prerogative, he impofed ano- 
ther tax equal to it. The tyrannical principles he 
poffefled, which in both kingdoms had excited the 
indignation of the friends of liberty, and deprived 
him of his throne, are ftrongly marked in the reply 
which he made, to thofe who expoftulated with him 
on fuch an illegal ftretch of power, " If I cannot 
do this," fays he, " I can do nothing." He now 
had recourfe to a moft deteftabte expedient to re- 
cruit his finances, which notwithftanding all the 
pains taken to fupply them, were ftill deficient. A 
mint was eftablilhed, in which, by his order, a bafe 
fort of copper was coined into different pieces, 
which he ilamped with a value three hundred times 
greater than their intrinfic v 
by him in civil and militai 
obliged to receive them in pa 
tion. This vile coin, the P 
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to take, for the commodities which they fold to 
them. To guard againft the lofs they were likely 
to fuftain by it, they purchafed with it various arti- 
cles of commerce, of which James forcibly deprived 
them, without giving them in return any equiva- 
lent. This tranfaftion, not only with refpedt to 
thofe who were hoftile to his caufe, but his friends, 
was attended with diftreffing circumftances of ty- 
ranny. 

Protestants had fuffered much under the go- 
vernment of Tyrconnel. Their hardfliips were now 
multiplied. Contrary to his pofitive engagement . 
when he firft arrived in the kingdom, James, be- 
caufe the fellows would not receive into their num- 
ber a Roman Catholic, whom he had before endea- 
voured to impofe upon them, forcibly ejefted them 
from the univerfity. He treated the fcholars in the 
fame manner. The office of provoft and library 
keeper were filled with Papifts. In the college was 
placed a garrifon. The chapel was converted into 
a magazine, and feveral of the rooms into prifons. 
Furniture, the library, plate, every thing belong- 
ing to it were feized for the ufe of government. 
Numbers of the reformed clergy were deprived of 
their churches, and of the means pf fubfiflence. At 
lafl a proclamation was liTued, by which, more than 
five perfons, on pain of death, were forbidden to 
aflTcmble together, in any church in the city of 
Dublin. 

During thefe tranfadtions. Lord Dundee had 
iifed every poffible effort to fupport the intereft of 
James, in the highlands of Scotland. In June, the 
King had fent over to his afliftance, a reinforcement 
of five hundred men, but to no purpofe. The bat- 
tle of Killikranky, notwithftanding the compleat 
vitftory he obtained, over the troops of General Mac- 
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kay, was fatal to the life of Dundee, with him all 
the hopes of James periftied in that quarter. 

Adieu.' 

LETTER LI. 

THE affairs of England having been reftored, 
in fome meafure, to a ftate of tranquillity. 
King William was enabled to turn his attention 
more particularly, to the fituation of this country. 
To reduce it to obedience, it was indifpenfibly ne- 
ceffary, that he fhould tranfport hither a confiderar 
ble body of forces. But being afraid to trull the fi- 
delity of the troops, who had ferved under James, 
he raifed for this fervice twenty three new regi- 
ments, to whom he refolved to join two battalions 
of Dutchmen, four of French refugees, fome Scotch 
regiments, and fix thoufand mercenary Danes. The 
conduit of this expedition was committed to Marr 
fhal Schomberg, an officer of diftinguiflied reputati- 
on. Count Solmes was made fecond in command. 

In reward of Schomberg's pall fervices, and to 
animate him to the duties of the important enter- 
prize, in which he was engaged, the King conferred 
upon him the garter and a dukedom, and the parli- 
ament prefented him with ten thoufand pounds. 
Cheller was the place appointed for the armament 
to embark. When Schomberg arrived here, he 
met with feveral delays. The troops could not be 
collefted, a fufficient number of tranfports were not 
ready, nor had proper care been taken with refpedl 
to the foldiers* cloaths, and other neceffaries. At 
laft he embarked, and on the thirteenth of Au- 
gull, landed near Bangor in the countyof Down, 
with about fix thoufand men. The places contigu- 
ous were immediately abandoned by the enemy. 

Vol. II.. N except 
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except Carrickfergtis, of which they determined, if 
poffible, to keep poffefllon. The Englifli general 
attacked it by fea and land, and obliged the garri- 
fon to capitulate in four days. Here he was joined 
by more of the troops from England, by the forces 
which Kirk had brought over to Ireland, and by the 
brave ftnnilkilleners. 

As the artillery horfcs had not yet arrived, he or- 
dered the cannon by fea to Carlingford, whilft he 
condudkcd the army thither by land. Before he. ad- 
vanced, the enemy burned that town and Newry. 
He put a flop to fuch barbarities, by declaring that 
if they perfifted in them he would (hew no quarter. 
Schomberg proceeded forward, until he came within 
a mile of Dunda^lk. 

As the fleet with the cannon and other neceflaries 
had not yet arrived, and his men, a great part of 
whom were new levies, had confiderably fuffered by 
their march, here he encamped. On the front, to- 
wards the Weft, a river protedled him from the 
enemy, on the Weft, Newry mountains, and on 
the North, hills and bogs intermixed. 

But there were other evils, which he could not 
prevent, and by which he was exceedingly injured. 
Unprovided in many neceflaries, prevented from 
e^ercife, confined in a damp fituation, and expofed 
to rainy weather, his foldiers were feized by fick- 
nefs, which a peftilential difeafe, that unfortunately 
broke out in the camp, greatly aggravated. From 
thefe diftreflcs, the enemy who were encamped on 
the neighbouring hills, and in full command of the 
open country, were in a great meafure exempted. 
This favourable circumftance, their great fuperio- 
rity in numbers and other advantages, induced 
them to ufe every endeavour to bring Schomberg to 
an engagement, but he carefully avoided a battle, in 
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which, it appeajs from his letters, whiere he gives a 
very afFcfling view, of th^ many urtfavourable cir- 
cumftances and diftreii^s in his fituation^ he was 
perfectly juftified, 

Upok the approach of Winter, each army broke 
up their camp in order to retire into quarters. 
That of the Englifh prefented a fcene of human ca- 
lamity, quite Ihocking to the imagination. The 
whole cartip, from! the number of the difeafed, ap- 
peared like one common hofpital. W)ien the fick 
were to be removed^ from an apprehcnfion of the 
aggravating pains they were about to endure, they 
filled the air with their cries and laitientations. The 
miferies they anticipated were more than realized. 
Ity the jolting of the waggons, the feverity of the 
weather, the groans of the dying around them, and 
the fight of the dead bodies, which ftrewed the road 
as they pafled along, their fituation was rendered 
dreadful beyond defcriptionr Some of them cried 
out in anguifti to their companions for afliftance ^ 
others, funk by their' fufFerings into the depth of def- 
pair, adjured thofe around to kill them and put an 
end to their mifery • The moff obdurate beholders 
could not look at fuch fpeiftacles of wretchednefs, 
without exquifite fenfibility. Schomberg was deeply 
^fflided by the general calamity, which by every 
attention in his power, he endeavoured to alleviate. 
He Was eighty years of age, and therefore ill quali- 
fied, for bearing the diftrefles of fuch an afFedting 

fcene. From the time that the foldiers entered the 

> • ...... 

camp, eight thoufaild of them died of diftempera- 
ture. 

Farfcwdll,' 
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LETTER Lli. 

TtiE people of England being much difap- 
pointed, made loud complaints with refpeA 
to this unfortunate expedition. Tories in particular 
took advantage of it, to enflame the difcontents of 
thofe, who were difpofed to.be diffatisfied with the 
revolution. In the houfe of commons, ftri£t enqui- 
ries were made concerning the ciufcs of the ill fuc- 
cefs, whidi had attended the operations of the army. 
Among others, it appeared that Shales the pur- 
veyor, had been highly culpable, with refpedt to fe- 
veral riiatters entrufted to his care, more efpecially 
the artillery and provifions. In confequence of 
which he was feized and ordered into cuftody. 

Mean while, Schomberg everted himfelf with 
the greateft induftry, to put himfelf into a capacity 
of retrieving his late misfortune. Me ufed every 
means, and that fuccefsfuUy, of reftoring to health 
the difeafed foldiers* He fent to England for re- 
cruits, to fill up the place of thofe who had perilhed. 
By the co-operation of government with his endea- 
vours, a reinforcement of Danes was fent to him, 
under the command of the Prince of Wirtemberg^ 
which confiderably encreafed his ftrehgth. Thefe 
efforts, the defeat of the Duke of Berwick at Cavan 
by the Ennifkilleners, with the apprehenfion, that 
the enemy would receive ftill more formidable af- 
fiftance from England, previous to the enfuing cam- 
paign, obliged James to apply to France for a rein- 
forcement. Lewis fent him five thoufand foldiers, 
under the command of Count Lauzun. For them, 
he exchanged an equal number of his own fubjedts, 
whom he found from experience, to be incapable, of 
themfelves, to fupport his exertions for recovery of 

the 
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the crow|i, FJe thought alfo, that by this means, a 
fbirit of emulous competition would be excited in 
the foldiers of both nations. 

Iff Spring, the Englilh reduced Gharlemont, a 
place of (:onfiderable importance. Schom- g 
berg detached Caillemot, a fpirited officer, 
againft it with a body of troops. O'Regan the go- 
vernor^ made a brave defence, but want of provifions 
obliged him to furrender. 

For fome time, William had refolved to come over 
and take upon hin> in pcrfon, the condudt of the Irifh 
war. The fame 'party fpirit, which had created to 
him in other refpefts perplexing difficulties, delayed 
the execution of this defign. From the beginning, 
he had nothing to expe<ft from the difafFedted, but 
oppofition to the meafures of his government. 
That his endeavours to promote the public good 
fhould be pounterafted^ that in almoft every in- 
ftance, he fliould experience the moll unfriendly 
jealoufy, from the very men who had placed him on. 
the throne j men ,who by every tie of honor and 
every principle of gratitude, were called upon to 
treat hini with that refpeft and veneration, due to 
the friend of their violated rights and the faviour 
of their country, was a circumftance of which he 
could have had no conception. 

He felt it with the ftrongeft difpleafure. In his 
moments of bitter chagrin, he had thoughts of relin* 
quiftiing the government, and of returning to Hol- 
land, to be delivered from the inquietudes, arifing 
from fuch difhonourable and unmerited ufage. As 
the parliament could not be preyailed with, to grant 
him the necefiary fupplies, he diffolved it, changed 
his minifters, caft himfelf upon the tories who en- 
gaged to fupport him, and having committed the 
government- to the Queen, accompanied by Prince 

N 3 George 
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George of Denmark^ and a number of lus moil re- 
fpeftable nobility, fet off for Ireland, and to the 
unfpeakable joy of the friends of liberty and the 
Proteftant religion, arrived at Carrickfergus on the 
fourteenth of June fixteen hundred and ninety. He 
had not a moment to lofc. His abfence from Eng- 
land was quite inponvenient, cvfixi dangerous to his 
affairs. Parlies there were ftill in 9 commotion, 
each purfuing their refpeftive objedts, with a degree 
of intemperance, whidi even his own prefence waa 
infufficient to reflrain. 

France was bufy in makinjg formidable prepa- 
rations ; every hour ftrehgthened the imprelfions un- 
favourable to his caufe^ . occafioned by the difap- 
pointments^'of the laft campaign. James d^ily en- 
creafed in force. Having received an addrefs from 
the Proteftant clergy of Ulfter, and iffued a procla- 
mation, by which he declared, that all dutiful fubjedts 
fhould be proteded in their rights, and enjoined all 
officers and foldiers to obferve ftrift military difci- 
pline, and in no refpeds to injure the inhabitants, he 
fet off with his army. 

At Hilliborough, from a fenfe of juftice and of 
gratitude, to men who had fuffered much in his caufe, 
and were ftrongly attached to the principles of the 
revolution, he granted by warrant twelve hundred 
pounds annually^ to the minifters of Prefbyterian 
diffenting congregations in Ireland. Charles the 
Second had made them a fimilar acknowlegement^ 
for their attachment to tlie crown. 

ft ■ • ' *. 

A L L bis forces being coUefted from their fevcral 
quarters of cantonn^ent, met tlie King at Lougbbrickr 
land. He reviewed them with minute attention^ 
and difcovered a particular foUicitude, that they ftould 
be provided with every neceiSary ; of this he was 
more anxious, than that he himfeif Q^uld have the 

luxuries 
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luxuries fuitcd to his rank. " Let them not want, I 
(hall drink water/* was the reply which he n^ade to 
a perfon, who produced him an order to be figned, 
for wine to his own table. As they marched along, 
he was all attention, fometimes in the van, fome- 
times in the rear, examining the country through 
which they wer€ to pafs, ^^d every thing in which 
they were concerned, with a tend^mefg and card 
highly pleafing to them. 

As he advanced to Dundalk^ the army of James 
retreated, an4 took poll on the oppofite brinks of 
the Bo)me. 

The counfellors of |ames were oif different opi* 
nions^ with refpcft to the part he (hould a<5t on the 
prefent occafion. Slaid fome of the officers he con- 
fulted, **.Ffan5e is ready to invade England, and 
alfo prepared to attack the Britifli tranfportg, when-* 
ever the (hips of war return by which they are now 
protefted ; if therefore he would ftrei^gthen the 
garrifons, retreat to Munfter, and there ufe the 
moft effedual methods of annoying the enemy, he 
would be ready to take advantage of either of thefe 
events, which (hould it happerK, would oblige Wiji^ 
liam to evacuate the kingdom, and leave him with^ 
out a competitor^ to purfue the entire conqueft of 
it. Whereas, if he rifqued an engagement, and it 
(hould prove unfortunate,^ his caufe would be irre?^ 
Jrievably ruined •'* 

In oppofition to this advice, others of his friends 
were of opinion, *^ that if he turned his bade upon 
the Engli(li, and waged a defenfive war, it would 
ruin his reputation, discourage his adherents, and 
thus blaft all his flattering profpedts.'^ James adopted 
thefe fentinients^ and determiijed to fight, to which 
he was induced by the additional confideratipn^ that 

the 
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the prefent pofition of his army was much to his 
advantage. 

Adieiu 

LETTER LIII. 

EA RLY in the morning of the laft day of June^ 
the Protrtftant troops advanced to the banks 
of the Boyne. The Irilh army was encamped on 
the oppofite fide. To their right lay Drogheda, 
which James occupied by a garrifon, on their left a 
difficult morafs, which commifnicate^ by a narrow 
pafs with the bridge of Slain, that lay three miles 
higher up the river. In front lay the Boyne, fe- 
cured by fteep rugged banks and fome pieces of ar- 
tillery, on their rear lay the village of Donore and 
narrow pafs of Ehileek. Donore ftood on high 
ground, from which there was ^ profpe<Jt of the ad- 
jacent country. 

As King William was Reconnoitring their fitua- 
tion, he was qbferved by the enemy, a party of 
whom under cover of a hedge, brought c(own to- 
wards the river a field piece unperceived, and fired 
at him. The ball wounded him (lightly. Upon 
this accident, numbers of his attendants gathered 
around, anxious to know the injury he had received, 
and to give hihi the neccflkry iafliftance.' From this 
circumftance, the Irifh concluded he was flain. The 
report flew to Dublin, and from' thence tp Paris, 
where it was firmly believed, and public rejoicings 
made on account of it. * " .• >• 

William, whom Providence mercifully pre- 
ferved, to be a farther bleffing to thefe kingdoms, 
mounted his horfe, and rode through the camp, tp 
diflipate ahy feafs which his trbops mijght'have en- 
tertained, in refpedl to Ms fafety. In the evening he 

called 



OF IRELAND. aoi 

called a council of war, not to afk their opinion, the 
flate of his affairs being too critical to admit of de- 
liberation, but to inform them, that he was refolved 
to pafs the Boyne next morning to fight the ene- 
my, and to give fomc inftru6tions to the officers in 
their feveral departments. He did not then com- 
municate to them the plan of the battle ; when late 
he fent it to their tents. He fufpedled that fome of 
them Were difaffefted to his caufe, who had they 
received earlier information of it, ipight have con- 
veyed it to the Irifti. 

AccoRDiNO to the plan, the army was to be led . 
to the charge in three divifions j that on the right, 
to be commanded by count Schomberg and General 
Douglas, the center by Puke Schomberg, and the 
left by JCing William. The riyer had been care- 
fully examined, and in the places pointed put, was to 
be croffed feparately, by each of thefe divifions. 

The army of William confided of thirty fix 
thoufand men, that of James, of thirty three thou- 

fand. 

Early next morning, the aufpicious firft of 
July, the right wing fet off rapidly up the river. 
James faw this mqvenient from the heights of Do- 
nore, and fuppofmg that the whole of the Englifli 
army would take the fame diredtion, fent off large 
detachments to oppofite banks of the river. Count 
Schomberg prefled on, with fo much expedition, 
that before they could get forward to intercept him, 
he reached the: ford above the bridge of Slain, which 
he intended to pafs, croffed it, and led his men 
down the riyer with intrepidity. Aftoniflied at his 
boldnefs, the enemy gave way and fled. En- 
couraged by this fuccefs, the part of the center com- 
pofed of the Dutch guards and Brandenburghers, 
the former leading the van, advanced to the Boyne^ 

which 
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which they paflcd with confiderable difficulty, dif- 
lodged the enemy, and made good their ground on 
the oppofite bank. Here they formed, and ad- 
vanced forwards, fupported by a body of Englifh, 
and by the French Hugonots, and the Danes, who 
by this time had paflcd the river. Upon their ap- 
proach. General Hamilton who with the horfe and 
a part of the Irifh infantry, had been polled 
on the rifing grounds^ attacked them with impetu- 
ofity. Unable to withftand the fliock they broke, 
and retreated in confufion. Here Caillemot, the 
brave leader of the Hugonots, received a mortal 
wound ; as his foldicrs w ere carrying him bleeding 
off the field of battle, he exerted his utmoft 
ftrength, and thus animated his men to recover their 
loft honor, with his expiring breath, " to glory, my 
boys ! to glory T^ At this critical moment, Duke 
Schomberg, with a corps de referve, pafled rapidly 
through the river, placed himfelf at the head of the 
Hugonots, and pointing to fome French regiments 
which he meant to attack, *^ come on gentlemen," 
fays he, " there are your perfecutors." He fpoke 
no more. As he was advancing to the charge, a 
party of Hamilton's dragoons, who had preffcd on 
to the river, and were returning from the purfuit^ 
as they pafled by, wounded and took him prifoner. 
The Hugonots fired upon th'em in a hurry, without 
knowing that Schomberg was among them, and un- 
fortunately killed him. 

The center of both armies liad now recovered 
from their confufion, and were again preparing to 
engage, when the attention of the right wing of the 
Irifh was turned to King William, who, having crof- 
fed the river towards Drogheda, was bearing down 
upon them rapidly, at the head of his cavalry. They 
flirunk from the attack, wheeled about, and retreatr 

ed^ 
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cd ; but after a little, they faced round, and attacked 
the Englifli horfe with fuch fpirit, that they forced 
them in their turn to give way. The Ennifkilleners 
were near. In this emergence, his Majefty rode up 
to them, and aflced, " What will you do for me ?'* 
Their condudt in this* trying circumftance, was wor- 
thy of the honorable characSter they had hitherto 
fuftained. They advanced with intrepidity to the 
charge. After fome time, the infantry of the enemy 
were finally repulfed. Their horfe likewife refufcd 
longer to fuftain the conflidl. Nothing now re- 
mained for the officers, but to colled their fcattered 
forces and to conduft the retreat, which they did 
with great order and regularity.. 

In this memorable and decifive engagement, the 
goodijefs of providence to thefe nations, which hath 
fo often appeared in their favour, was fignally ma- 
nifefted. Upon it depended the fafety of the Pro- 
teftant religion, and the liberty of the BritiHi empire.. 
From the prefent critical fituation of affairs, there is 
every reafon to fuppofe, that had James been vidto- 
riou?, he would have been reinftated on the throne. 
Irritated by oppofition, triumphant over all his ene- 
mies, and free from every reftraint, nothing then 
could have been expedled, but that he would have 
trampled upon our rights civil and religious, and 
adopted the moll arbitrary defigns, as the ruling 
principles of his government. 

In the battle of the Boyne, the Englilh loft five 
hundred men, the Irifli were fuppofed to have loft 
three times the number. 

. No^HiNQ can afford a more ftriking contraft, 
than the conduft of King William and that of James 
during the engagerpent, William from the begin- 
ning of the battle, was all alive, all fpirit, and atten- 
tive to every circumftance. His aftivity was unre- 
mitting. 
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mitting, and his courage moft confpiGuous. Where- 
ever his prefence and his example were neceflary, 
he difcharged his duty with magnanimity, though 
often expofed to the moft imnjinent danger. Amidft 
the exertions of his courage, and the confufions in- 
feparable from fuch a fcene^ he was perfectly col- 
lefted J of which the following is a very reniarkable 
inftance :— In the heat of the engagement, one of 
his own foldiers, through miftake, fuppofing him to 
be an enemy, prefented a piftol to his head ; Wil- 
liam, not in the leaft difconperted by this ininiinei;it 
danger, calmly put it by " what, faid he, do not 
you know your friends? James inftead of mingling 
in the battle, or difch^rging with fpirit the duties of 
a general, upon an occafion in which the lives of his 
principal friends were at ftake, and in which his ho'^ 
nor and fortunes were fo deeply Interefted, kept 
himfelf at a diftance from the fcene of a<3:ibn, as if 
he had been no more concerned in the event than ^ 
common fpeftator. Did this proceed from any want 
of confidence in the rectitude of his caufe ? When 
James was admiral of the Britifti fleet ; he exhibite4 
proofs of diftinguiflied courage. His conduft during 
the aftion and fubfequent to it were equally dif- 
graceful. Though in a country devoted to his 
fervice, he might have kept the field, and eafily 
repaired the inconfiderable lofs he had fuftained, 
immediately after the engagement, he haftened to 
Dublin, where he aflembled the magiftrates and 
council ; exprefled much diffatisfadlion at the con- 
dud of his troops ; told them that Providence did 
not feem to favour his caufe, that he was ftill inte- 
refted in their welfare, but that it was moft pru- 
dent for them, in the prefent emergence, to fubmit 
to the Prince of Orange. He ^hen proceeded with 
all poffible expedition to Waterford, and embarked 

for 



OF IRELAN D. 205 

for* France. His departure was haftened by a letter 
from Lewis, in which he prefled him to go over, to 
embark with a body of troops, which he was then 
preparing for the invafion of England. But when 
he was informed that James had been vanquifhed at 
the Boyne, and that his affairs had fo very unfa- 
vourable an afpeft, he dropt the defign. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LIV. 

TH E life of William had been very much che- 
quered, by the viciffitudes of profperous and 
adverfe fortune. Of this he experienced a ftriking 
Tnftance, on the prefent occafion. Immediately after 
the late battle, he received intelligence from Eng- 
land, that foon after his departure, a moft danger- 
ous plot againft his government had been difcover- 
cd ; that a number of the confpirators were feized, 
but that how many more were concerned in it, it 
was impoffible to fay ; that a French fleet, by con- 
cert, in order to favour the defign, having appeared 
off the Englifli coaft, was attacked by Lord Torring- 
ten, the- Britifli admiral, off Beachy yead, whom 
they defeated, and obliged to retire to the Thames ; 
that about the fame tinie, the Dutch army had 
come to an engagement, at Flirus, with that of 
France, and had the misfortune to be vanquilhed. 
This combination of unfavourable drcumftances, 
pointed out to him the neceflity of haftening from 
Ireland, with all poflible expedition. But he could 
not return immediately, without rifquing all the ad- 
vantages of which he had now the faireft profpedt. 

The garrifon of Drogheda, intimidated ^by the 
liette fuccefs of his arms, dropt all thoughts of oppo- 
sition, and permitted his troops to take pofleflion of 

the 
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the town. He then proceeded to Dublin, which 
had fubmitted to his government, publicly returned 
thanks to God for the fignal victory he had granted 
him, received an addrefs from the Proteftant clergy, 
and then returned to his army which be had left en* 
camped at Pinglas. Here he piiblifhed a proclama^ 
tion, by which, all in arms of a lower clafs, were 
promifed pardon, upon fubmitting to his authority. 
Had the King, on reafonable terms, extended the 
offer of forglvenefs, to the perfons principally con- 
cerned in the rebellion^ it is highly probable they 
would have embraced it, and that the nation would 
immediately have returned to a (late of tranquillity. 
But he was prevailed with to except, them, by the 
influence of thofe, who call a rapacious eye on the 
property of others, which they wiflied to poflefs, in- 
fenfible to the obligations of juftice, and to the inte- . 
reft of their country. CommHSoners were appointed, 
to afcertain and take ^ofleffion of the forfeited lands. 
Thefe harpies violated . proteAions, opprefled the 
weak ; they executed their orders, in violation of 
the common didates of humanity. The leading 
men of the Irilh, who had efpoufed the intereft of 
James, being thus driven to extremity, refolved to 
continue the war. 

As the exception in the proclamation was inde* 
terminate, pointing out only in general terms, " the 
defperate leaders in the rebellion,", every man feared 
for himfelf, who could poffibly be afFedted by it. It 
was the intereft and the ftudy of all thefe, to pre- 
' vent thofe of an. inferior order from laying down 
their arms. Hence the offer of pardon could have 
little efFe<a. 

William now put his army in motion, and pro- 
ceeding along the fea coaft, fo as to preferve the 

communication with his fleet, advanced to Munfter. 

In 
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In a fliort time, Wexford, Clonmell, WaterFord and 
the fort of Duncannon furrendered to his arms. 

By this time, the French fleet had appeared a fe- 
cond time on the Britifli coaft. The King deter- 
mined immediately to embark for England ; but, 
being informed that the enemy, without efFedling 
any thing of confequence, had. retired, he changed 
his intention, and went on with his military operati- 
pns. The principal objedt which now engaged his 
attention was Limerick. Here he advanced with a 
confiderable part of his troops, where Ihortly after 
his arrival, he was joined by General Douglas, who 
with a detachment, had made an unfuccefsful attack 
upon Athlone. Limerick was well fortified, more ef- 
"pecially that part of it called Englifli-town. Boileau 
a Frenchman commanded the garrifon, which con- 
fifted of fourteen regiments of foot and five of caval- 
ry, befides a body of forces for it's afliftance, which 
was pofted in the vicinity, under the command of 
Tyrconnel. On being fummoned to furrender, Boi- 
leau returned this fpirited reply, ** Iwifli to gain 
the Prince of Orange's good opinion, which I cannot 
obtain, unlefs I defend well the poft committed to 
my care." His valorous conduft juftificd this mag- 
nanimity. The fiege commenced. When the King 
left Dublin, he did not bring along with him his 
train of battering cannon. It was now coming for- 
ward to him. Sarsfield, one of the Irifli generals, 
having received intelligence of this, fet out with 
a detachment from Limerick, furprifed the cfcort, 
cut it off, and deftroyed the artillery. King Wil- 
liam, who had heard of the march of Sarsfield, fent 
Sir John Lanier with five hundred men to inter- 
cept him, but he efcaped, and returned fafe to Li- 
merick. 

To 
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To remedy this difafter, cannon was colle6led 
from different places, and the fiege condufted with 
fpirit. The town was defended with equal refoluti- 
on. At laft, a breach was made in the walls of 
fome confiderable fize. Five hundred grenadiers 
advanced to the affault, repulfed the enemy and 
pafled the breach. A number of them pafled into 
the town. The garrifon now rallied, attacked the 
aflailants in their turn, killed or wounded almoft 
the whole of them, and advanced to the breach 
which they obftinately defended. Three hours was 
the aflault continued with great violence, and fuf- 
tained by the enemy with obftinate valour. King 
William, having five hundred men killed, more 
than a thoufand wounded, and Ifinding that farther 
efforts would be vain, drew off his men. Several 
unfavourable circumftances, particularly the ad- 
vanced fcafon, and the probable confequences of it 
to the health and fafcty of his troops, determined 
him to give up the defign. He raifed the fiege. 
Having created Lord Sydney, and Thomas Kon- 
ingfby juftices, and placed the army under the com- 
mand of Count Solmes and General Ginkle, he left 
the kingdom. 

Upon his arrival in England, finding that there 
were five hundred troops unemployed, and that the 
the French fleet was laid up for the feafon, he re- 
folved to fend them to Ireland, under the command 
of the Earl of Marlborough, to reduce Cork and Kin- 
fale, a dcfign which he had formed before he left 
this country. About the middle of September, 
Marlborough landed near Cork, and being reinforced 
by near five thoufand men, laid fiege to that town. 
But fhortly after, the Duke of Wirtemberg arrived 
in the Camp. He was a fovereign Prince and there- 
fore claimed the command. Marlborough pleaded 

that 
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Hat it wks his right by the Ring's appointment. 
But, thlt the public fervice might not be injured by 
this difpate, he fufbniittcd to ^ compromife. ' They 
agreed to command each day alternately: The af^ 
tack having been continued for fome time, a breach 
was made in the wall, upon which preparations 
•were got ready for an aflluk. The garrifon wanted 
ammunition. Bising thus deprived of the means of 
niafcii^ 'farther refiftance, it capitulated. Next day 
After the furrender, Brigadier Villicrs was detach- 
ed to Kinfate, with five hundred men. Upon their 
approach, th^ governor fet fire to the town and re- 
tired, with a refoludon to maintain two forts, (itu- 
ated in the neighbourhood, Agarnft one of the 
forts, the operations commenced on the hft day of 
September, and the fecond of Gftober it was taken 
by ftorm. The othcf was then attacked, In ten 
days it furrendered. In about three weeks, the 
whole bufinefs was finifhed. This rapid fucccli 
gained' Marlboirough ipuch repirtation. 

Farewcil. 

LETTER LV. 

I 

COUNT Solmes having departed from Irdand, 
the fol© command oi the army had devolved 
upon Giokle, wiio now removed into Winter quar- 
ters. The frtuation of the pountry became tfuly 
deplorable. -The Irifli, havkg tittle to flibfift'upon 
but the hrafs money, jealoufi of the French, who a& 
fetfltcd to treat th^m as inferiors^ prov^ed by tha 
fiflxefs of the Eaglifti, ^nd part^.cularly imtated by 
the forfeiture of their lands^' indulged t&emfelves 
without reftralnt, in aftsoP rapacity. The French 
engaged on their fide, imitated this example. The 
EngUfh-wan^' p3y,- and weare- fhus -tempted to be- 
Vol. II. O have 
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have in the fame unjuftifiabie manner ; the French 
engaged in their caufe^ the Germans and the Danes 
Vrere not fubjeft to reftraint, as they confidered 
themfelves in the country of an enemy. Th^ 
Dutch only, by avoiding thefe aAs of ihameful ex- 
cefsy and adhering to the rules of ftridt military dif- 
cipline^ .reflected honor on themfelves and their 
country- The tories, on the prefent occafion, gave 
full fcope to their licentioufnefs, and by their rob- 
beries aggravated the fommon calamity. It was 
ftill hei^tened by the perpetual quarrels of the 
contending parties. Virulent animofities fubfifted 
betwixt l^rench and Irifli, Englifli and natives, Pro- 
teftant and Roman Catholic, loyalift and rebel. 
Pride, a fenfe of contemptuous treatment, bigotry, 
difference in political principles, want, confpired to 
increafe the general mifery* The juftices laboured 
to correct thefe dreadful evils, and to reftore the 
public tranquillity. Courts of law were fixed ; civil 
officers for the feveral counties, and a regular mili- 
tia were eftabliihed ; the commiffion of forfeitures 
was fuperfeded ^ proclamations forbidding quarrels, 
and all a£ts of licentious excefs were iifued ; but 
thefe exertions had no influence on thofe who were 
hoftile to government ; with refpeft to the military 
engaged in fupport of it, the Dutch only excepted, 
they were mc^ unwilling to be amenable to. civil 
authority. It was fupported by the efforts of Gin- 
kle, who was a man of juflice and humanity, but 
diefe were found to be infufiicient. In a fliort time, 
one caufe of the general confufion was removed. 
^ wis finding the affairs of this country to be fo un- 
promifing, and that the fituation of the Irifhwas 
juch, as to induce them to continue to pppofe go- 
vernment, though unafiifiied by foreign aid, recalled 
the molt confiderable part of his troops fix>m Ire- 
land, 



OP IRELAND; in 

land. Thofe Here who bad fqught on tke fide of 
James, were much difpleafcd on account of the in^ 

difference, with which ;he feeaaed to treat their af- 
fairs. They declared, that though he (hould defert 
them, yet depending upon their own rcfources, 
they would carry on the war. Tyrconnel had been 
fent over to France on their behalf, for fupplies, and 
returned with the inconfiderable fum of eight thoui* 
fand pdunds. Before, his counfels had been violent 
to an extreme, misfortune had taught him modera- 
tion. Now the Irifli accufed him of being luke- 
warm in their intereft-, fome even charged him with 
treachery. He was difmiffed, in confequence of 
their reprefentations, from the adminiftration o£ ci- 
vil affairs, which he had 'for fome time, conduced, 
and the management of them committed to others. 
There was fcarcely a man from whom he did not 
merit dlfgrace, James excepted. Sarsfield had like-? 
wife ferved him with coui^ge and fidelity ; at Lime-r 
rick in particular. He alfo was removed, and the 
command of the Irini troops given to Saint Ru th ^ 
whofe principles, in refped to religion, being of the 
fame intolerant complexion with thofe of James,j 
had recommended him to his favour. He had been 
a fanguinary inftrument Ir the perfeCutiou of the 
French Hugonots, 

GiNKLE. opened the campaign with taking the 
fort of Ballyraore. It had been garrifoned ; ^ 
by a thoufand men, and w^s well fortified *. 

by the Irifli, in the courfe of the .Winter, Thi^ 
opened his way to Athlone. Hither, with a. fpirited, 
well appointed army, in which there were a number 
Qf officers of high ftation, and of the firft rnilitary 
charadber, he now diredfecd his march, 

Athlonb confifted of two parts, the Englifh and 
the Irift town ; the former lay on this, the letter on 

a' ^h? 
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the oppofite fide ef the Shantion. They cdmntuni- 
cated by a: bridge. Ginkle affaulted and took pof- 
ftflioh of the Englifli town-, the enemy fled over 
the bridge, with preciptation. To prevent their 
purf^teis fronx entering the oppofite town with them, 
the farther arch of tlie bridge was broken down. A 
humber of the fugitives were ftill on this fide, ail of 
whom either fell by the fwdrd, or periftied in the ri- 
ver. The EngliQi intrenched, and battered down 
pai t of the walls of the Irifli town. Thare was ^ 
ford in the river, deep, ftonyt iiiipaffable by more 
than twenty men in a rank, below this they pro- 
pofed to throw over the Shannon a bridge of pon^ 
toons ; at the fame time they eredfed on the other 
bridge, a wooden work, 'in order to aflift and to 
protedt men, to be employed in calling large beams 
acrofs the broken arch. The only part of the op- 
pofite bank which was accefitble, being ftrongly 
guattlfed by the Irilh, rendered the former of thefe 
attempts impraAicable. To the latter Ginkle di- 
rofted the whole of his attention. With great la- 
bour, the paifage over the broken arch was com- 
pleated, but the enemy attacked and deftroyed it. 
Once more it was compleated, but at the critical 
moment, juft as the troops were about to begin the 
attack, a grenade from the Irifti fet fire to the 
wooden work, conftrufted on the bridge,^ by which 
a confid^rable part of it was confumed. The arch 
could not now be attempted without a rifque of cer- 
tain deftruftion. 

Ginkle was reduced to a moft perpliKJcing di- 
lemrria. On all quarters the town appeared to be 
ihacceffible. A great part <rf his provifions was con* 
fill I i; befides he had not ufed the neceffary pre- 
cautions for fecuring a reti^At. He was confcious of 
blame in another refpe<it ; thou^ vefted with pow- 
ers 
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ers from the King for that purpofe, he had neglefted 
to publifti a pardon, which might- have jprevented 
all his prefent difficulties. In this diftreflmg^ fitiia- 
tion, he called a council of war, to deliberate' upoh 
the meafure moft proper to be adopted. It was de- 
termined to attempt the pafla^ of the fbud. ' Ac-* 
cordingly next day, two thoiifarid meti led on b}^ 
General Mackay entered it, ahirnated by the love 
of glory, by the proff>eft of reward^ and the fhout« 
of their fellow foldiers. They preffed forward in- 
trepidly, amidft a dreadful ifire from the enemy, 
made good the oppofite bank, - and advanced to the 
breaches. In half an hour the Eiiglilh General was 
in poffeffion of Athfone, Saint 'Riith^, who had lain 
in the neighbourhood with th6 IrJfh army,' but who 
behaved on the prefent oceafion - with (htarneful re- 
miifnefs, made a vain eflfbrt to recover it,- With the 
town, the caftle, and five hundred men by whom it 
was defended, furrendered to the 5|nglifli. 

Fapcwell. 

LETTER LVr. 

IT is highly probable, that the influence of thofe, 
in whofe Weafts the defire of forfeitures was pre- 
dominant, over every principle of juffice^ every fen- 
timent of patriotifm, and all regard to tfee rights of 
humanity, had prevented Ginkle from iffuing his 
Majefty*s proclamation of pardon. In fpite of aB 
oppofition h^ now publifhed it. Immediately after^ 
the lords juftices followed it by another, in which 
they offered a pardon to aH officers and foldiers, who 
fliould fubmit to King William. Commanders fur* 
rendering their forts, and officers who (hould bring 
over to government their men, were not only pro- 
tnifed pardon, but rewards. With refpedt to religi- 

P 3 cm. 
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on, they were to be fecured in the free cxercife of 
it, in the manner determined by the parliament*of 
Ireland^ In confequence of thefe proclamations, many 
of the Irifii, among whom was a number of the to- 
nes or rapparees, fubmitted and claimed the protec- 
tion of government- But Saint Ruth, ftrongly at* 
tached to the caufe in which he had engaged, and 
anxious to recover the honor he loft, by his late dif* 
graceful condudt at Athlone, determined to perfe- 
vere. Apprehenfiye left his foldiers, after the ex- 
ample of fo many of their countrymen, fliould take 
the advantage of the King's proclamation and defert 
his fitndard, he changed the rnode of operations he 
had hitherto adopted, and inftead of ading on the 
defenfive, refolved to fufpend all his hopes on one 
decifivc battle. In confequence of this determinati* 
on, with twenty five thoufand men, he took poft on 
very advantageous grounds witjiin a mile of Augh- 
rim, the height on which he encarnped was of confi- 
derable extent. It was proteAed in front by a large 
bog. In this there wefe two paflages ; one to the 
right, the other to the left. Upon the rear of that 
to the left lay a fmall corn field, and behind it, to- 
wards the camp, broken grounds difficult of ac^pefs. 
Jiere he refolved to wait for the Englifli arn^y. He 
was not kept long in fufpence. Ginkle, at the head 
of eighteen thoufand men, iparched towards Augh^ 
rim, and reached the enemy^ on the evening of the 
twelfth of July fixteen hundred and ninety one. 

Upon their appyoaeh. Saint Jtutb, apd the prieft§ 
in his army went from rank to rank, and ufed every 
argument to perfuade the foldiers to ^quit tl^em- 
felves with valour, pn an occafion fp deeply inte^ 
refting, as to determine finaUy, all their hopes and 
future profpedts. 

Th5 
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ThE Ehglifh army now advanced to the attack. 
Their firft effort was to g^n^^ with their right wing, 
the oppofite pafs, which they accomplished. The 
pais on the left, was gained with equal fuccefe by 
the other wing. After the battte in this quarter liad 
continued upwards of an hour. Saint Ruth perceived 
that his right wing i^equtred ftipport ; to ftrengthen. 
it, he detached almoft the whole of his cavalry from 
the left. On difoovering this movement, General 
Mackay ordered feveral regiments of foot from the 
centre, to prefs through the bog to the corn ficld^ 
and take a pofition there, favourable for intercept- 
ing the enemy's horfe, whilft he brought up another 
body of troops to attack them* in rear, lii fpite of 
the depth of the bog, and the pppofition of the 
Irifh, this detachment made good their ground oi^ 
the other fide ; but preffing forwards upon their an- 
tagonifts with too much impetuofity, they were car- 
ried beyond the limits affigneid them, on which the 
Irilh attacked them from all quarters, broke their 
ranks and forced them to retire. Some of their 
friends, perceiving their dangerous (ituation, came 
up to their affiftance. Thus encouraged, they recor 
vered firom tlieir dtforder, rallied and advanced to 
the charge. The troops on the right, led by Macr 
kay, Talmafh and Rouvi^y, exhibited efforts of 
valour which the enemy were unable to withftand, 
On the left, the engagement was fupported, *7^i\ 
both fides, with great intrepidity. At length, th^ 
wings of the Englilh army gained ground, an<i 
feemed approaching nearer, to give each ' other tn(&- 
tual fiipport. This catched the attention of Saint 
Ruth, who immediately fypm the heights, adr 
vanced againft them with a ftrong force ; but, as he 
was defcending, he was killed by a cannon ball. This 
event ideferminiec} the f^te of tiie day. The news 

flew 
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flew inftantly frona rank to rank, and Ellcdlhe trifh 
with conftcrnation- Saint Ruth having had a difFe** 
rcnce with Sarsfield, on whom the command now 
devolved^ did not oommunicate to hhli tlie order of 
battle; Therefore how to aflt in the prcfent emer- 
gence, he was quite at a lo£s. 

The Englifli taking advantage of thefc circuht- 
llances, exerted theoifeives with redoubled ardour. 
The enomy gave way and fled. Seven (houfand of 
them, were flain, and only four hundred taken pM:w 
foners. Many more of thenl would liave been ta* 
ken, and feVcr Qain^ if in ,the purfuit^ the conquer*- 
ors had paid more regard to. the laws of humanity. 
The Irilh loft alfo deyen ftandards^ thirty two co* 
lours, tlieir tents, bag^ge and artillety. 

Af Ti^K this decifive victory ^ nothing reniained to 
be done by the Englifli army, but to reduce Galway 
and Limerick. The former of thefe was, immedi* 
ately. invcfted. In a few days, .Ginkle made him-, 
felf mafter of a fort, which the Irifti had fortified, 
with .care, as they placed upon it their priticipai.de- 
pendence. . Difpirited by this misfortune, and hav- 
ing no confidence in a weak garrifon, intimidated 
by the difcouraging impreffions ttve^diSt ppon .their 
mind«, by the unhappy fate pf their friends in the 
battle of Aughrirp,, Lord Dillon the governor, .im^ 
mediately furrendcred. He obtained fron^ the Eng- 
lilb general very favourable teifms. . The garrifon? 
was permitted to retire to Limerick, -and the inhabi- 
tants were not only pardpned, but permitted to en-^ 
joy their former eftates and privileges. . 

Adieut 
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LETTER imi. 

TO Limerick Gmkk now direftcd his viftorious 
troops. Different opinions, with refpcft to ' 
the meafures propfer'to be purfued on the prefent 
occafion, prevailed ift the town. The Irifli had been 
mtich difpleliied with James, for calling in to his af- 
fifllat^e the French tfodps.. Their interference tliey* 
thought was difgraceful to them. This feeling was 
heightened, by the reflexions which he had caft uf)on 
their cortdudt at the- battle of the Boyne, and by the 
•oatitemptuoui manner in which they had been 
treated by their alR^S. The difgficeful retreat of 
James from IrelAnd, and the indifference which he* 
afterwards difcovered for his intereft in this country, 
were circumftahceiS with which they were alfo much 
diflktisiied. Howeirer, amidflf every difcourage- 
ment, they had continued to fupport the caufe in' 
which they had engaged. But the reduAion of 
Athlone, the defeat at Aughrim, and the lofs of Gal- 
w?iy, convinced them that their a!fa?rs were defpe- 
rate, and that it w^s their intereft to fubmit to a go- 
vernment, whofe power they could no longer refift^ 
But Sarsfietd, and fhofe of hid countrymen within 
the town, daily expeding affiftance from France, 
were averCef toe^fery idea of ftibmiflion. Their 
counfels prevailed^ 

The fittaarion nf Limerick Wiis fitHilar to that of 
Athione. A bridge ovier the Shannon united -the 
two divifiOTS of which it confifted, one called Irilh; 
the other Englifh town. The latter ftood on an 
ifland, which communitated with the county of 
Ciare^ on which the town depended" fof fubliftenfce. 
Ginkle, on bis approaches to the place, took qare to 
poflefs and fafiify aU the pafles in his rear, a ppe^ 

caution 
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cauttott for keeping off the enemy from that quar- 
ter, and fecuring his retreat, which be h^ negieded 
on his advances to Athlone. There was a fmail 
fquadron of Englifli Ihips on the coafts. Thefe be' 
ordered to bkx:k up the Siannon. 

King William at the head of a numerous army^ 
had made an attempt upon Limerick, and been re* 
pulfed with confiderable lofs. This excited the ^p-* 
prehenfions of Ginkle, and macfe Um particularly 
attentive to every circumftance neceflary to enfure 
fuccefs. On the twenty fifth of Auguft, the opem* 
tions of the fiege were begun. Irilhtown, which lay 
on this fide of the river, and the adjoining forts^- 
were foon in pofleffion of the Englilh. The princi* 
pa! difficulties yet remained. It wa& neceflary t<% 
make a lodgement beyond the Shannon, to cut off 
the other town from a connexion with the county of 
Clare, without which it could not be cpmpleatly in- 
vefted. To conceal His defign, Ginkle difmbunted 
^ ^ fome of his batteries, and fet part of his 

^'' army in motioo, as if he defigned immedi-. 
ately to retreat. The enemy fgU into the fnare.. 
From a confidence of being now fecure from daar. 
ger, their ufual circurafpeftion was remitted. 

The end which he had in view being thus ac-. 
computed, Ginkle, in the darknefe of nighty turned 
fuddenly up the river, and about a mik above the 
town, with the aififtance of a bridge of boats, pafled 
over to an iftand, and from thenoe to the oppoTite 
fide, where ^ifch little oppqfition, the intended lodg- 
ment was effeded. Though this was a great point 
gained, the General foon perceived, that he could 
not fucceed, until Thomond bridge, by which the 
two parts of tlte town were united, was in hig pof- 
f(5^ipn* To ^ccompli(h this, a large body of horfo 
and foo^ led on by bimfelf, by the Prince of Wir- 

temberg^ 
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temberg, and Scmycnmore, attacked and carried 
the works by which it was proteded. The oificer 
who commanded the works was a Frenchman. Be-- 
ing forced with part of his men iirtp the town, to 
prevent the Englifti who purfued rrom entering 
with him, he ordered the draw bridge to be lifted. 
A thoufand of his men were ftill on this fide, left 
cxpofed to the fword of thte enemy, or to perilb ia 
the river. This condti6l encreafed the dlfFcrence 
which had Aibfifted, betwixt the Irifh and the French 
Sn the town. Befides, a poli w^ eftabliJhed by the 
Englifh, that commanded the bridge, a circum- 
ftance very n^uch to the difadvant^ge of the bcfieg- 
fed. They determined to furrender. A truce of 
three days was agreed upon, to fettle the terms of 
capitulation. The conditions defired by the Irifh 
being rejected, they were obliged to comply with 
thofe propofed by the Englifh general, the principal 
of which were u That the garrifon (hould be per* 
mitted to leave the town^ with all the honours of 
war. That thofe of the French. and frilh who 
chofe, (hould have liberty to retire with their efFeAs 
From the kingdom to any other country, England 
and Scotland excepted, (hips to be provided them 
for that purpofe. That the prifoners of war (houid 
be mutually exchanged. That the Roman Catho- 
lics of Ireland fhould eXercife their religion, with 
jfuch priyilegjBs as were permitted, by law, or they 
enjoyccj in the reign of Charles the Second. That 
their IVIajeftjies^ when their affairs would permit, 
Should convene a parliament; from which they 
woujd endeavpur t^ procure them fuch farther fecu- 
rity, as \n this refpeift would exempt them from di- 
fturbance. That all the Iri(h iri this country, en- 
gaged in the fefyiqe of James, whp ret^urncd to 
their allesiance, flioiild be pardoned, exempted 

from 
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from aftions of debt, arifmg from any thing done 
by them during the courfc of the war ; reinftated in 
their property, real and perfbnal, and in all their 
rights^ titles, immunities and piiviFeges, which they 
formerly enjoyed, provided that when reguiredi 
they took the oath of allegiance, enjoined by the 
Englifli ad of parliament, enabled in the firft ye» 
of the prefent reign. That every nobleman and 
gentlenran of the Roman Catholic perfuafion, in-i- 
eluded in the capitulation, fhouM have liberty to 
rtde with a fword, or cafe of piftols, and to keep a 
gun for the defence of their houfes, or the enter- 
tainment of hunting. On the third of Qdober, 
thefe articles were figned by the Lords Juftices^ by 
Ginkfe, the Generals ScravenmorCj^ ' Madcay and 
Talmaffi, and afterwards ratified by then Majefties^ 

The Irifh war being very unfavorable to that, 
m which his Majelly was engaged with France, he 
ftad fent inftru£ti6ns to the Lords Jdftices, to iffue a 
declaration, aflurrng the frifh of much more favour- 
able conditions than the above. The Juflices framed 
a proclamation accordingly, but on being informed 
that Limerick was reduced,, they fuppreffed it. 

The defeat of the Boynehad determined Lewis, 
to give James no farther aflfftance in this country, 
fn which refolution he continued, during the great- 
eft part of the laf!, and of the prefent campajgn, 
but wh'ea he found that Limerick was about to be 
attacked, on the fate of which depended, entirely, 
-the event of ttie war, he Cent to lt*fe afliflance eigh- 
teen rtiips of the line, with three thoufand ftand of 
arms, ftores arid ixovifions. They arrived on the 
cdaft a few days after the capitu!atio:;.was conclud- 
ed. Repentance on the part of the Iri^, for hav- 
ing been fo precipitate, was tjie only efFedt pro- 
duced by the appearance of this intended aid. *GIri- 
** *' ' kte 
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klc was rewarded with the titks uf Lord Aughrira, 
and Earl of GalwAy ; Rouvigny with that of Lord 
Galway. It was obfervcd with much diflatisfadi^ 
on, tlmt the Generals Mackay and Talmafli were 
negleded, whofc fervices in the courfe of the war 
had likcwifc been honouorably diftinguilhed. 

Fourteen thouiand Irifh took advantage of the 
permilfion granted them, by the articles of Lime- 
rick, and Irid adieu for ever to their native country, 

Th u s, after a ferics of bloodihed, and the many 
aggravated calamities ever attendant upon civil war, 
tranquillity was at tail reftored to this diftradted 
country. 

FarcwelL 
LETTER LVIJL 

ALL the powers and feelings of the mind are 
clofely connedfced, and have upon each other a 
mutual influence. Defpotifm has availed itfelf of 
the bigotry in religitm, which to their great difcre- 
dit, has diftinguilhed too many Proteftants of every 
denomination. But a dependence upon one fpiri- 
tuai head, who fuppxjrted in his pretenfions by a 
claim of infallibility, prefcribes points of faith, which 
muft be implicitly adopted, admits of no diverfity in 
religious opinions, claims an abfolute power over 
the privileges of confcience, has ftill more, a natural 
tendency to weaken the principles of civil liberty. 
But notwithftanding this influence, Roman Catho- 
Kcs, by a generous attachment to theif privileges, 
have ereAcd very honourable monuments to their 
praife. In thefe countries, their exertions in this glo^ 
rious caufe can never be forgotten- Were they not 
Roman Catholics who contended fo nobly, in fupport 
of the free prmciples of the faxcHi ccAilitufion, wh^ 

oppofed 
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with whidi they Iwid been too often treated* by Prc^- 

teftants. . / i 

Farewelk 

«. 

LETTER UK, 

WITH refpe<a to the propriety of the tcrnti 
granted to the Irifh, ofi the taking of Lime- 
lick, there were varioufi opinions. The Proteftants 
complained, that whilft they deeply. ftifFered by 
their attachment to the caufe of King WiUiafn^ the 
enemies of his government bad .not only efcaped 
with impunity, but been permitted to leave the 
kingdom with their property. Objedbns were 
made by others, which proceeded, not from felfilh 
confiderations, but from fhofe which refpeftod tba 
puJblic. Say they, " The coanexioa of fo many ex- 
iles with their friends and relations in Ireland, wfll 
keep up a conftant communica^tion betwixt it, and a 
country hoftile to it's intereft. In the place of their 
banifhment, they will cherifh g fenfe of die injuries 
of which they complain, and be difpofed to embrace 
^y opportunity of returning to this kingdom, m 
gratify their refentment, and to recover their loft 
privifegeB." 

But men of more juft fcntiinents olrfcrved, that 
the diftraftions: of Ireland had prevented the lands 
from being cultivated ; that the cattle had been de^ 
ftroycd, and, oa account of the rifiques at fea, pco^ 
vifions had not been imported from foreign coim^ 
tries. That therefore, had the Irifti troops been pro- 
hibiteid to remove from the kingdom^ thcy^ould 
either have perifh'cd for want, or ruined the country 
by their depredations* Befides, ihat had not fudi 
terms as they would accept been granted to them. 
Limerick would have been relieved, and this coun- 
try 
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try longer harrajQTed by the calamities of war. The 
juftnefs of the latter part of this reafoning was obvi- 
ous, and that the former was equally well founded, 
William gave, ihortly after, a convmcing proof. 
From not being able to furnilh fhem with provifi- 
ons, be was obliged to permit feveral thoufands of 
hi^ Irifh troops, to enter into the fervicc of the Em- 
peror, and to tranfport the greateft part of thofe 
which remained to England. 

But it was not a mere regard to his prefent fitu- 
ation, nor to the immediate difadvantages which 
might arife from his adting a different part, which 
induced William to ratify the articles of Limerick. 
In this tranfa<5lion, his motives and his views were 
liberal. The Englifh aft of toleration which paffed 
tlie firft year of his reign, and which afterwards was 
extended to this country, -^by receiving the fanftion 
of our parliament, was a convincing proof of his be- 
ing a friend to the privileges of confcience. He was 
equally a friend to the -civil rights of mankind. 
From experience he knew, that the Roman Catholics 
of Holland were good fubjefts. If they were not fo 
formerly in this country, he was fenfible that it pro- 
ceeded from their being weighed heavily down, by the 
hand of oppreffion. He refolved to give them favour- 
able impreflidns of him, and to gain their confidence 
by kind ufege, by making favourable alfowances for 
the prejudices which had attached them to James, 
and by treatirig them with juftice and humanity. 

Soon after William was placed upoh the throne, 
a plot, as has been mentioned, was formed in fa- 
vour of James by the enemies of the revolution. 
This though detefted, was fucceeded r by another, 
in which both the enerhies and the friends of the re- 
volution were concerned. As you have alfo feen, 
it vvs^s likewife-difcovered, and feveral of the.pcr- 
VoL. II. P fons 



226 THE HI.STORY 

fons concerned imprifoned^ but that the French 
fleet, in an engagement with the Englifli, brdught 
on by an effort in favour of the plot, had been vic- 
torious. This fuccefs, the difaffedtion of the prin- 
cipal whigs, whofe hoftile defigns againfl govern- 
ment ilill continued, and were heightened by the 
intrigues of the French court ; the certainty that the 
Tories would, from principle, rejoice in an opportu- 
nity of overturning government ; the bitter difcon- 
tents of the Highlanders of Scotland, aggravated by 
the unfortunate maifacre of Glenco, with a confci- 
oufnefs of the weaknefs^ of having permitted Ireland 
to be entirely conquered by his enemy, and compe- 
titor for glory, determined Lewis to make one great 
effort to reftore James to the throne. With this 
view, he prepared the ftrongeft naval force he could 
poffibly equip, for the invafion of England. Eng- 
land roufed by a fenfe of this alarming danger, 
made every poffible exertion to guard againft it. 

On the nineteenth of May fixteen hundred and 
ninety two, two mighty armaments of thefe con- 
tending powers covered the fea. The Englifti fleet, 
which had been joined by the Dutch, was com- 
manded by Lord Ruflel, and confifted of ninety 
nine (hips of the line. The ftrength of Tourville 
the French admiral, was inferior. The number of 
his (hips amounted to but fifty. Notwithftanding 
this inequality, ftimulated by reflexions caft upon 
him, as having negledted his duty, in not deftroying 
the Britilh (hips which he had driven into their har- 
bours, after the fight at Beachy Head, and depend- 
ing upon the difaffedtion of a number of the Eng- 
li(h officers. Lord Ruflel in particular, he advanced 
to engage. Several of the Briti(h officers were 
fecretly in the intereft of James, but they did not 
a£t fo inglorious a part as to defert their duty, and 

betray 
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betray their country in the prefent emergence. The 
battle continued with various fuccefs. At laft,- the 
French fled, preffed by the Englifh fleet. Night 
ended the purfuit. It was renewed with the return 
of the following day, the whole of which was fpent 
in driving the French fliips, now reduced to thirty 
four, along their own fliore. Multitudes of the in- 
habitants with deep anxiety and difappointment, 
were witnefles of the difgraceful fight* 

The third day, fix of the enemy's ftiips took 
refuge near Cherburg, and eighteen more near La 
Hogue, almoft the whole of wHich, the three fol- 
lowing days, were entirely deftroyed. With the 
defeat of La Hogue, all the hopes of James to be re- 
cftabliflied on the Briti(h throne, were cut off for 
ever. This unfortunate prince, chagrined with dis- 
appointment, and fick of the purfuit of worldly 
greatnefs, retired to the convent of La Trappe. A 
ftriking example of the mortifying efFedts of bigot- 
ry and lawlefs ambition. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LX. 

THE free toleration granted to Proteftant diC- 
fenters,. the encouragement given to ^ 
Roman Catholics, and the aftive attention of ^ 
the Lords Juftices to their duty, operated mod pow- 
erfully in behalf of this country. A fpirit of induftry 
revived, the land was cultivated, ufeful arts were in- 
troduced, and a fine country, lately robbed of it's 
beauty and profperity, began gradually to aflume 
it's former agreeable appearance. 

Lord Sydney was now created Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, where he arrived the twenty fifth of Au- 
guft. He immediately ifliied writs, and convened 

P 2 the 
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the parfiaiftent; tlie meeting of this affcmbly, 
Vfhith had bteii interrupted for twenty fix years, 
Vras a moft pteafing fight to the friends of liberty 
and the conftitution. 

IVhen the (upplies came to be donfidered^ go- 
vernment aiked a large funi, oil account of the 
debts which had been contracted during the courfe 
of the war. The commons pleaded, that the peo- 
ple, impoveriflied by the latecalamities, were una- 
ble to pay itj but at the fame time, acknowledged 
the obligations they were Under to his Majefty, for 
the large expence of blood and treafure he had been 
at, ill defence of the kingdom* They granted a 
fiini not. exceeding feventy thoufand pounds* 

Ait affair now arofe, which quite interrupted the 
jgood agreement which had hitherto fubfifted, be* 
twikt government and the houfe of commons. The 
latter confidered it to be their iftdifput^ble right to 
determine, in the firft inftance, with refpedt to the 
fum, and the manner of raifing every fupply 
g'ranfed to the crown. In violation of this privi- 
lege, two money bills, which had not originated 
with them, were trairfmitted frcfm England, and 
laid before the houfe. They were much offended 
at this encroachment upon their privileges, which 
they determined to fupport. They would have re- 
je<5ted both, but this would have preffed too hard 
upon the ejcigencies of government, which were fo 
preffing as not to admit of delay ; one of the bills 
therefore, the leaft exceptionable, Was paffed, with 
a faving in favour of their rights^ eXpreffed in the 
following refoiutions t " Refolved, that it was, and 
js the undoubted fight of the houfe of commons of 
Ireland, in parliament alfembled, to prepare and re- 
folve the ways and means of . raifing money. That 
it was and is the lole and undoubted right of the 

commons* 
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commons, to prepare heads of bills for raifmg mo- 
ney. That notwithftanding the aforefaid rights of 
the commons, this houfe doth think fit, uppn confi- 
deration of the prefent exigencies of affairs, ^nd the 
public ncceljfity of fpeedily raifing a fupply for their 
Majeflies, to order a bill tranfraitted out of "Engi- 
land, entitled an ad for an additional d^y of excifc 
upon beer,, ale, and other liquorSi to bei now read. 
That the receiving or reading of the ftid bill, fo 
tranfmitted as aforefaid, be not drawn into precer 
dent hereafter." To the other bUl tK^y gave a ne- 
gative, declaring, that their reafon for rejefting it 
was, " becaufe it had 'ftot t^l^en it's lifc io the cqm^^ 



mons." 



In place of the rejeded KU, they fubftituted anor 
ther, which woiild have been ipore prQdu(^i^e. The 
eftablifliment of a regular militia was the jiext ob- 
je<a of their attention, a .naeafure which they confi- 
dered as abfolutcly neceffary^ tg pyeferve th«^ peace 
of the kingdom, • 

. No ftatute had hitherto beea enaded in Ireland, 
for the punilhmeat of routiny and defertion ^ in this 
refped, we depended entirely on the authoiity of ^ 
Britifli a6k of parliament. At this lime, a bill foj: 
that purpofe, recoaimended by ihe l^ord I^ieute- 
nant, was brought into the houfe, but being ln^cb 
lefs perfed than the Englifli adt, was thrown out,, 
^nd a committee appointed to prepare another, ejcr 
aftly correfponding with it. . 

The coipn^ons, by rejeding the KU of fupply^, 
had given great offence to goveriiment, who jd^tei- 
mined that they fliould not efoape with impunity^ 
After they had done fonae ptljw bufinefs,- Sydney 
fumnion^d tbsm to atleod him in the houfe of 
Lords, when, the nK>ney bill and three others being 
^.led, th^y mx^ fuddenly prppo^ued, ancj accufed 
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by his Excellency of having, in contradiAion to the • 
defign of their meeting, undutifuUy and ungrate- 
fully invaded their Majefties prerogative. Con- 
fciouis of being animated by the principles of loy- 
alty, and that what they had done was indifpenfibly 
neceflary to fupport their own dignity, and the 
rights of their conftituents, the charge founded 
harfhly in their e^rs. The intereft of the public 
was likely to fufFcr by this difpute ; thofe who were 
their enemies would rejoice at it ; therefore they re- 
quelled the Lord Lieutenant, for jjermiffion to fend 
commiffioner^ to England, to place the matter be- 
fore their Majefties in a juft point of view. " Yes,'* 
replied the defpot, '* you fliall have leave to go for 
England, to beg their Majefties pardon, for ypur fer 
ditious and riotous affemblies; I will give you no 
other anfwer." He entered his proteft againft their 
proceeding, and continued His refentment. But for 
the juftification of his conduft, he thought it necef- 
fary to haye^ the fanftion of the judges, who on be- 
jng conlulted, infenfible to the intereft, and the 
rights of their country, and to the difgrace pf their 
profeflion, gave it as their opinion, that the oondudt 
of parliament, with refpe<fi to the money bill, was a 
breach of Poynings* Law, both as it originally ftood, 
and as explained and arnended by the aft of Philip 
and Mary. By this ftatute, bills could not origi- 
nate with parliament^ until the third and fourth of 
Philip and Mary 5 after that law was enacted, they 
moll undoubtedly might, and from the time of 
James the Firft, did originate there. Then bills 
after tjie meeting of parliament, were authorized to 
be certified to England by the Lord Lieutenant and 
council. The law, with regard to fuch bills, was 
ebfolute, nierely with refpedt to thcj circumftance pf 
their tranfmiffion, and the perfons by .whom they 

. - were 
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were to be certified. It determined nothing in re- 
lation to the authority, or the perfons with whom 
they were to originate. They might originate with 
the council, or they might originate with parliaments 
Of this circumftance, parliament took advantage, in 
order to regain a part of their loft privileges. Par- 
ticularly the commons ailerted in their journals, 
that it was their privilege, and by the pradtife of 
many years, eftabli(hed as their exclufive right, a 
power of originating money bills, of which they 
were the only competent judges, with which the 
intereft of their conftituents was more intimately 
connedted, and which they could not give up, with- 
out relinquiftiing a moft important branch of their 
office. r * 

The prorogation of the parliament created much 
difcontent. Bills of importance, which had been 
prepare49 remained imperfedted, and grievances 
complained of unredrefled. 

At a fubfequent meeting of parliament, a bill, 
upon the principle of the Englifh bill of rights, was 
introduced into the houfe of lords. It propofed to 
ena<5t, that the pretended power of fufpending, or 
executing laws by royal authority is illegal, without 
confent of parliament* That the pretended power 
of difpenfing with laws, or of executing laws, by 
regal authority, as aflfumed and exercifed in the late 
reign, is illegal, That it is the right of the fubjeft 
to petition the King, and thf^t all profecutions and 
commitments for the fame, are illegal Thj^t the 
levying money, for the ufe of the crawi\, by pre- 
tence of prerogative, without confent of parliament^ 
for longer time than the fame is, or fliall be grant* 
ed, is illegal. That Proteftants, fuitablc to their 
condition, may have arms for their defence, as per-^^ 
mittcd by. law. That thfc elcftion of members of 

parliament 
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parliament ought to be free. That the freedom of 
fpeech in parliament, can only be impeached or 
queilioned in parliament. That cxccffive bail ought 
not to be required, nor exceffive fines impofed, nor 
cruel and unnatural puniihments infliftcd. That 
jurors ought to be duly imparinelled, and returned, 
and that jurors in trials for high treafon, Ifhould be 
freeholders. That all grants and proffnifcs of parti- 
cular perfons, before conviction, are illegal. The 
bill being fent to the commons, they added to it the 
following amendment. That for redrefs of all grie- 
vances in this kingdom, and for improving, ftrength- 
cning, and prefervirig the laws, parliaments ought 
nqt to be difufed^ as they have b^en in the late 
reigns. That the free quartering of foldiers on any 
fubjedt of this kingdom, in time of peace, is^ arbi- 
trary and illegal. 

The HU was tranfmitted, but, te the very great 
difcredit of government, not returned. As the par- 
liament continued to aSt on principles ofFenfive to 
the court, it was prorogued a fecond time, and then 
diflblved'. 

Sydney having become afi objeft of popular 

odium, was recalled, and the government veiled in 

three jjuftices. Lord' Capel, Sir Cyril Wyehe, and 

, Mr. Duncomb. Difference in principle dif- 

^^' united the meafures of their government. 
Influenced by a ftrong defire of recommending him- 
felf, to the favourable opinion of the Englifh fet tiers. 
Lord Capel attached himfelf to their intereft, which 
he laboured to promote, even at the exptnce of 
equity. Sir Cyril and Mr. Duncomb interefted 
thcmfelves in behalf of the Irifh. 'They^prote^ed 
them- from bppreffion. Tbofe who froni' felfi/h 
yrews, attempted to infringe the artrcl€& o^ t»inic- 
rick and of Gal way, tHey reftraincd by their autho-- 
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rity.' Neither a defoe of court infloence, nor a re- 
gard to the applaufe of the powerful, were the prin- 
ciples of thdr condu6iE ; they only wifhed to be dif- 
tinguifhed by a wife and juft admihiftration. Too 
feyom does government approve and encourage in 
it'is fervants, fuch integrity of heart. Thefe excel- 
lent jufticcs were removed, and Lord Capel created 
deputy. Several changes having been made in the 
adminiftration, he convened a meeting of p^lia- 
ment. In the beginning of the feffion, the bufinefs 
was undifturbed by any difpute.' The fupply 
which had been defircd was granted, the proceed- 
ings, in King Jameses parhs^ment were reverfed ; 
though, in violation of their fegiflative privileges, 
a law to the fame purpofe,. had been pafled in Eng- 
land. The ad. of fcttlemcnt was explained and con- 
firmed. But this goo4 agreemt:nt was fpeedrly in- 
terrupted. Sir .Charles R)rtcr the chancellor, had 
exerted himfclf, infiipport of the articles of Limerick 
and Galway, upon which the Proteftants, as preju- 
dicial to their inteteft, looked with a jealous eye. 
Lord Gapel ftill qpntinued to court the favor of the 
Englifti fettlers^ witho.ut being: fcrupulous with re- 
fped to the means of obtaining it. With the affift- , 
ance of his friends,: he raifcd an oppofition to the 
Chancelbr. A charge was fal^icated, by which he 
was accufed of defigns hoftile to, government. In 
fupport of it a motion was made in the h^fe of 
commons, but on being hea^-d in his own juflificati* 
onj he was very honourably acquitted. 
: The articles of Lirnerick had occafioned many 
cKfputes i a law pafled in this parliament, entitled 
an ad for the confirmation of them, but it was in- 
adeq|uate, partial and unjuft. Inftead of eflabfilhing, 
it in feveral inftances, rnateri^ly weakened the fecu- 
rity of the Irifh. ' Nine of the articles were fully 

confirmed. 
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confirmed, and as far as they were confirmed, the 
fituation of the perfons concerned, was altered to 
their prejudice. A claufe in one of them, upon 
which the fafety and the property of numbers de*- 
pended, was entirely omitted. 

In the firft year of the prefent reign, a law paf^- 
fed in England, by which, in place of the adk of fu- ' 
premacy and abjuration, it was enadted, that every 
perfon fliould promife and declare, upon oath, that 
he would bear true allegiance to their Majefties 
King William and Queen Mary ; that he abhorred^ 
detefted, and abjured, the impious iand heretical pa- 
fition, that princes excommunicated or deprived. by 
the Pope, or any authority of the fee of Rome, 
might be depofed or murdered by their fubjeds, or 
any perfons whatever; and that he Ihould farther 
declare, that no foreign prince, perfon, prelate. Hate 
or potentate, hath, or x>ught to have, any jurifdifti^ 
on, power, fupremacy, prercminence, or authority, 
ecclefiaftical or fpirituai, within the realm. It was 
now refolved by the Irifti lords, that no Roman Car 
tholic peer, not qualified by taking the, above oath, 
and no Papift under, age, (hould be entitled tq t\\t 
privileges of parliament. 

In this country affairs continued pretty much in 
the fame fituation. Lord Gapel the deputy, died 
on the thirtieth of May, fixteen hundred and ninety 
nine, and was fucceedcd by Sir Charles Porter* . 
The parliament met the twenty feventh of June, 
but did no material bufinefs. UpcMi the removal of- 
Sir Charles from the government, it was placed in 
the hands of three juftices, the Marquifs of Win-^ 
cKefter, and the Earls of G?alway and Jerfey, They 
continued in office until the twenty ei^th of De- 
cember, feventeen hurttired, when Laurence Hyde 
Earl of Rochefter, was appointed lord lieutenant. 
Fifteen 
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Fifteen hundred Proteftant inhabitants, of the 
vallies on this fide of the river Elufon, fome time 
before, had been baniftied froni France, on account 
®f their religion. They retreated to Switzerland, 
to the Proteftant cantons, where they were kindly 
received, and for a while, provided with a fupply 
for their ireceffities. From Switzerland they re- 
moved to Germany. Here fome princes of the 
fame religious perfuafion, afligned them w^e lands 
to inhabit. B.ut they were poor, and could not cul- 
tivate them, fo as to be provided with the pieans of 
fupport. To obtain affiftance, they made applica^ 
tion to King William ; he caft them upon the bene- 
volence of the Proteftant clergy of Ireland, who en-- 
tered into their fituation, and made charitable con- 
tributions for their relief. This Ghriftian and cha- 
ritable aft deferves to be reporded to their honour. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXI. 

THE revolution was a glorious event to Irifli- 
men, not becaufe it put them into immediate 
pofleffion of their rights, but becaufe it enabled 
thern to regain them at a future period. Had 
James continued to reign, the conftitution of both 
countries would have periflied for ever. The inter- 
pofition of William preferved that of England, the 
fafety of which involved in it the means of our re- 
covery. 

Most honourable have been the exertions of Bri- 
tons in favour of liberty; thefe, in the hiftory of 
mankind, fhine with a brilliant luftre. But, like all 
the other nations of the earth, they have wi(hed to 
confine this invaluable bleffing to themfelves \ to the 
.privileges of thofe cpnneftecj.with them, they have 

been 
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been fhamefully indifferent. Of this, as you hare 
perceived, their treatment of Ireland has afforded 
many inilances. But none of them is more fla- 
grant than their conduct towards this country, from 
fixteen hundred and ninety one, to the period which 
ends with the conclufion of my laft letter. 

The conteft betwixt King William and his comr 
petitor, left ^11 our civil and political departments 
in a Aate of confufion. In this €mergenc<?, until 
the parliament could be convened,^ an4 the fprings 
of government put in regular nootion^ it was right 
that his Majefty, as our fupreme €!(ceoutive power, 
fliould exert his authority for the reftoT?itioji of civil 
order, even though it ftiould pafs the limits pf the 
conftitution. But the Engliib; parlis^me^t, with 
whom, in a legiflative capacity, vyc have ^9Lthing ta 
do, more than with the parliament of any other na- 
tion under heaven, thought proper to exer^ this 
power. By an Englilh adt, our courts of Juftice 
were opened. By an EngHfli aft, the charges of 
our civil and military departments were afcertaincd 
arid fettled. Our parliament met in fixtcoi hun«» 
dred and ninety two; notwithftandii^g, that of Eng- 
land continued it's encroachments. They afiiimecl 
a power of exempting th^ Irifli Eroteftant clergy^ 
from the penalties to which they were fubje<5t by 
the laws of this country, for holding benefices ia 
both kingdoms. They affumed a power of annuls 
ling the laws enafted here, by King Jameses parliar 
ment, particularly with refpeft to thofe eftates of 
the Iri(h Protcftants, which by them had been for- 
feited. They prohibited Ireland all commerce with 
France. They abrogated the oath of fupremacy 
here, in place of which, they fuhflituted that already 
iiientioned. They paffed an a6l for granting to 
their Majeftiesan.aid, with a proyifo, that it Ifhoul^ 

not 
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not extend to the inhabitants of Scotland, Ireland, 
jferfey, or Guernfty. It is plain, that without this 
provifo, they would have confidered the law, as ex- 
tending in it^s operation to this country. They 
hiuft have fuppolcd their power over us, to have 
been abfolute indeed, when they might tax us, take 
the money out of our pockets at pleafure without 
our confent. 

In the reign of Charles the Firft, the London fo- 
ciety had been deprived of their grant of Derry, 
Coleraine, and the adjacent diftridls, and fined feventy 
thoufand pounds, for a breach of the conditions on 
Vrhich they obtained it. This judgment was after- 
wards reverfed and their grant fedured to them, by 
the afts of fettlement and explanation. An Irilh 
adl of parliament faved the rights of the clergy, in 
confequence of which, the Bifliop of Derry claimed 
pofleflion of the knds belonging to his fee. The 
fociety having difputed his title, and the caufe being 
determined againft them by the Irifli peers, they 
appealed to the Englifli houfe of lords, who, in vio- 
lation of the privileges of our peers, and in perver- 
fion of juftice^ took theiri under their protection. 
The bilhop waS removed, and a compofition made 
by his fucceflbr with the fociety, which ended the 
difpute. 

In England, the Woollen nianufafture had be- 
come a ftaple commodity. With us likewife it was 
a profitable branch of commerce. Before the time 
of Charles the Firft, we indraped our wool, and ex- 
ported what we did not confume to foreign mar- 
kets. Of this privilege the Englifti, jealous of a 
competition, deprived us by feveral ads of parlia- 
ment, more efpecially one enadled in the reign 6f 
Charles the Second, which was deeply marked with 
the moft unjuft fe verity. But all this was not fufE- 

cient. 
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cient. In the tenth year of the prefent reign, 'the 
Britilh parliament appointed a committee to enquire 
into the ,matter, who reported, that as both wool 
and labour were cheaper in Ireland, than with them, 
we were enabled to underfell them in foreign mar- 
kets ; that this branch of bufmefs was encreafing 
with us, and that they neither could nor would fuf- 
fer the woollen manufadture of this country, to rife 
into a competition with theirs. In confequence, 
they paffed a law, by which we were forbidden to 
export wool and all woollen manufaftures, upon 
pain of confifcation and imprifonment : Another aft 
added tranfportatioUi By the former of thefe fta- 
tutes, no acquittal in Ireland of any offence againft 
it would be allowed, in bar or delay of any indidl- 
ment or profecution, within the kingdom of Eng- 
land. 

Thus a perfon, for ufing his liberty as a free- 
man, in exporting any of thefe prohibited articles, 
might be tried in this country, and acquitted. Bqt 
this was not fufficient. He muft be dragged to a fo- 
reign land, a ftranger, where he could not have his 
peers, where perhaps he could not have his witneffes, 
friendlefs, there to undergo a fecond tryal. 

England, in extorting obedience from us, has 
claimed the authority of a parent. She is but our 
fiftcn • Much more fincerely would we have loved 
her, had (he not too often looked cold upon our in- 
tereft, and permitted felfilh confiderations to extin- 
guifli, towards us, the fweet and endearing fenfibili- 
ties of natural affeftions. 

But there is no part of her conduct, during the 
prefent period, of which we have fo much reafon to 
• complain, as of her unjuftifiable interference with 
refpedt to the Irifti forfeitures. 

On 
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On former occafions, and particularly in the re- 
duftion of Ireland, many of William's friends and 
officers had ferved him and their country, with dif- 
tinguiflied fidelity. The fupplies had been granted 
with fo much parfimony, that he had no other means 
of rewarding their fer vices, but by giving them a 
part of the Irifti forfeited eftates. This he defigned. 
The commons of England oppofed the meafure, as 
they thought this would be to apply to the ufe of in- 
dividuals, what belonged to the public, and which 
might, with much more propriety, be difpofed of in 
difcharging the arrears of the army, and in paying 
part of the public debt. It was propofed by them, 
and attempted, to fecufe the application of the fund 
to thefe purpofes, by a£t of parliament. To allay 
the heats which were likely to arife, in refpeft to 
this bufinefs, the King declared that he would make 
no ^rant of the forfeited lands in Ireland, until the 
parliament (hould have another opportunity of fet- 
tling the affair, in the manner moll expedient. But 
one opportunity paffed after another, without any 
thing being done in the matter. Upon which, the 
King made grants of the confifcated eftates, in this 
country, to feventy fix perfons, who appeared tp 
him beft entitled to reward. The commons were 
very much offended, charged his Majefty, though 
very unjuftly, with breach of promife, and deter- 
mined to ufe every means to fet afide the grants, 
and make him feel the efFedls of their difpleafure. 
By aft of parliament, a commifTion was given to fe- 
ven perfons, to enquire into the value of the confif- 
cated eftates which had been difpofed of, and into 
the reafons upon which they had been alienated 
from the public. Three of the commiffioners were 

difpofed to adl upon the principles of moderation, 
in their enquiries ; the other, four were partial and ar- 
bitrary* 
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bitrary. The fcrutinies which they made into the 
value and the reafons of the fevcral grants, feemed 
rather to flow from refentmcnt to the King, than 
from the love of juftice, and a defire to ferve the 
interefts of their country. On their return, their 
fervice was magnified by the commons, and the ac- 
counts which they gave received with implicit con- 
fidence, whilft the other commiffioners Were charged 
with having been gained over by court influence, 
and every thing which they faid was difcredited. 

" TheI King," faid the comniorts, " has been too li- 
beral in the diftribution of his favours. The grantees 
have received an unreafonable recompenfe of their 
fervices. Were the forfeited eftates to be difpofed 
of, for the ufc of the public, the fale would amount 
to a million and a half." In confequence, a bill of 
refumption was introduced into. the lower houfe, 
previous to which, in violation of the privileges of 
freertien confirmed by Magna Gharta, and of com- 
mon juftice, they paffed a vote, that no petitions 
(hould be received in oppofition to it. 

When this meafure, and the extent of it was 
known, it excited univerfal alarm. Thoufands of 
families were likely to be ruined. Not only the 
grantees, whofe meritorious fervices had a demand 
upon the public, both in point of juftice and grati- 
tude, were to be deprived of their reward, but fettle- 
ments eftabliftied feveral years before the commence- 
ment of the war, marrtge fettlements, bargains, 
where there was no caufe of forfeiture, and other 
adts, depending upon the grants, were to be made 
void. To thefe confiderations, the Englifh commons 
paid no regard. Having pafled the bill, it was fent 
up to the lords, among whom it created a warm de- 
bate. Influenced by the fame opinion which h^d in- 
duced them, from the beginning, to oppofe this at- 
tempt, 
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tempt \n all it*s ftages, they rtu^de alterations in the 
bill. As to prevent this, it had been confolidated 
with a money bill, the commons were highly dif* 
pleafed at this infringement of their prerogative* 
Conferences took place, betwixt the lords and com-* 
mons, which inftead of ^Haying, heightened their 
mutual animofities. After thefe heats had contir 
nued fome time, the bill pafTed both houfes, and the 
King, with the utmoft diiratisfa(ftion, gave it his af- 
ient. . . ' 

That fome juftice might be done to the per* 
fons afFeded by it, the ad't of refumption was not 
abfolu^e. A number of trufiees were named in it, in 
whom were vetted all the confifcated eftates. In 
determining all claims, and difpofing of the lands to 
purchafers^ they were vetted, with uncontroulable 
authprity. The truttees paffed over to Ireland. 
After fpending fome time in the bufinefs, in one of 
their reports they declare, that they had not as yet, 
thought fit to leave any thing to the determinatiou 
of the people of this country. Iriftimen were much 
obliged to them fpr this fayoi^rable ppinion of their 
honetty. 

ANUMBERof claims were determined by them,, 
in favor of Roman Catholics; notwithttanding they* 
violated in many inftances, the articles of Limerick 
and of Galway, Their appointment was very of- 
fenfive to the nation, and their cdndu£t equally ob* 
noxious, They were charged with injiiftice, venali- 
ty, and corruption. Inttead of a million and a half, 
at which the fqrfeited eftates had been rated by the 
commiffioners, it w^s now found, that they weje 
not likely to amount tb more than a third part of 
that value. Though prohibited by the.cornrnons of 
England, petitions multiplied from the. fever^l coun? . 

Vol. IL " '" '^ *Q^ " ' •- '■ ^'■- '•fies^ 
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tics, againft the adt and againft the traftees. They 
were voted falfe and fcandalous. 
' TnoffE who from attachment to the rights of the 
King, oppofed the adt of refumption ; pleaded, " that 
it was his Majefty^s inherent prerogative, fupported 
by the common law of England ; that forfeited eftates 
belonged to the crown/' - They pleaded, " that 
by the feudal coriftitutions, the King diftributed his 
knds among his vafTals, as an equivalent for fervice^ 
which when they witheld their fervice, or withdrew 
their allegiance, returned to him as the original pro- 
prietor. This right of the crown," they farther af- 
fcrted, " was confirmed by cuftom, by the decifion of 
Ae judges, and by the lords of parliament.'* But 
whether the right of difpofing of the forfeited eftates 
in this country, did or did not belong to the Kjng, 
by what law of reafoa or of equity was li veiled in* 
the Britilli legiflature ? If it was juft, for the Englifli 
parliament to exercife dominion over a part, upon' 
the fame principle, they had a property in the. 
whole. Then Ireland was theirs, deflitute of all 
the privileges of an independent kingdom. .Then 
Irifhmeti ^vere flaves, without honor, without laws, 
and conftitution, as much ftrangers to liberty, as 
the wretched inhabitants of Turkey or of Indoftan. 
The life .of a robber, who invades the property of 
the moft inconfiderable individual, is forfeited by 
the " laws of fodiety ; and if a nation violates the 
rights of another, will the voice of juftice be un- 
heard, and the impartial world not reprobate fuch 
exertions of ufurped. power, in pointed terms of con- 
"demnation ? If William aded improperly, in refpedt 
tq the Irifh fofeitures, to interpofe, was the bufinefs, 
nja of the Englifli, but the Irirti legiflature. How , 
difgufting mull it have been to the people of Ire- 
land,^' and to their parliame^nt, to fee foreigners in- 
^ ' * termeddlc 
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termeddle irl an affair, which if interference was 
proper, lay entirely within the limits of their own 
jurifdiftion ? To fee the Britiih parliament, under 
the fandion of their pretended authority, fend over 
their commiffioners, and their truflees, to difpofe of 
the property of the nation, and cxercifing their 
power with aflumed ilate, and every mark of info* 
lent contempt ? 

Previous to what has now been faid, in refpefk 
to the unconftitutional interference of the Englifh 
parliament, in the concerns of this country, I had 
brought down the hiftory to the year feventeen hun- 
dred, when Lord Rochefter was appointed lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. It was the fame year^ that his 
Majefty paffed the adt for refuming the forfeited 
cftates, in this kingdom. The violence done to his 
feelings on this occalion, made a deep imprefliorr 
on his fpirits. He was the. more fufceptible of dif- 
fatisfadion, ,from the ftate of mind produced by the 
uneafinefs and difappointments, to which, from the 
violence of party, he was perpetually expofed. A 
fenfe of his difficulties had been greatly encreafed, 
and his fituation rendered much more unhappy, by 
the lofs of his amiable Queen, who had died^ in fix- 
teen hundred and ninety four. 

On the twenty ninth of the following June, died 
the Duke of Gloufter, the only child of feventeen, 
who had furvived to the Prince fs Anne. In this 
event, the tories and Jacobites, as it left the fuccef- 
fioii to the crown undetermined, and flattered their 
hopes, with refpeft to the young Chevalier, rejoiced ; 
to all concerned for the caufe of liberty and the Pro- 
teftant religion, it gave fenfible pain. By the fteady 
and vigorous exertions of the latter, provifion was ^ 
made againfl; this danger, fo threatening to the public ;- 
welfare, ' ' 

0^2 hi(^ 
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Ak adk of parliament paflTcd, wttch fettled the 
crown upon the Princefs Sophia, Ele^efs Dowager 
of Hanpvor, grand-daughter of James the Firft, and 
her heirs. .This, with the aft of abjuraticm which 
folbwed, fecured the Proteftant fucceflSon. 

For lome time paft, the King's health and confti- 
tution gradusdly declined ; he could not liave long 
furvived, but an accident haftened his diflblution. 
He ejcercifed much on horfeback, with a view to re- 
move his complaints. In one of his excurfions his 
horfe fell under him, by which his collar bone was 
feuftured. This proved fatal- He died in the fifty 
fecond year of his age, and thirteenth of his reign. 

William was raifed up by the providence of 
God, to be a lignal bleffing to thefe nations. His 
interpofition at a moft critiod period, refcued Bri- 
tain from flavery, and enabled Ireland to regain her 
liberty. There wefe faults in his adminilhation ; 
confidering how often he was compelled to meafures 
difpleafmg • to him, by an influence which he was 
unable to counteraft, it is perhaps difficult to fay ; 
how far he was chargeable with them. With re- 
fped to religion, his being a friend and a patron of 
Univerfal toleration, was a fluning virtue in his cha- 
rafter, and the glory of his reign. As to civil liber- 
ty, the laws and the conftitution were the rule of 
his government. He depofed a tyrant, not like 
Oliver. Cromwell for the gratification of his own am- 
Bition, but to be the fovereign of a free people. 
Had he been better treated by his Englifh fubjefts. 
He would have appeared to them much more amiable. 
Iri Holland, where unruffled by difappointment and 
unreafonable oppofition, he appeared in his real cha- 
•tader, he was highly beloved. No prince ever fat 

" ' ■ upon 
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lipon the throne, more diAinguHhed by true cicvati'- 
on, and greatnefs of mind* 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXII. 

YOU will permit me to interrupt the narration, 
to give you a fumniary account of a iioble ef-r 
fort, in favour of Irilh liberty,, .which appeared to 
wards the conchifioh of Ae late reign. Of thofe 
who had a ilf ong fenfe of the injuries dene to our 
civil rights, l>y Ae parHamenif of . England, was Mr. 
William Molyneaux, "©ne of the repircfentatives of 
the univerfity of Dublin-. Thfe gontlemanj diftin^ 
giuihed by \^ abHities, by. his knowledge, and flill 
more by Iris patriotifm, had (Efcoyered a fetudabje 
defiri to promote the improvement of tm manufac- 
tures. But ^le perceived^ that neither our ntanufac-r 
tures, our coitfmejfce, or any -exis^tion. on which na- 
tional profperity depends, .could fucceed, fo long as 
our natural and conftitudc^^I rights,^ wcre^oppreflfed 
by the imjiift interference of the l&rityh Icgiflature. 
To the flagrant inftances of ;dii^ which had hap- 
pened, from tbe year fixteeq hundred and ninety 
one, he wa$ himfelf a witnefs^ - Determined to vin- 
dicate the caufe of his ^untry^ he turoed his 
thoughts particularly to this fubje<^^ and in the year 
fixteen hundred and ninety eight, publilhed a book, 
entitled, " The Cafe of Ireland^ being bound by 
Ads of Parliament in England ftated." The good 
fenfe, the public fpirit, and knowledge of the conr 
ilitution, , by which this p^rforrtiance was diftin- 
guifhed^ did great cfedit to the author. 
. In treating <he fubjeii Jie propofcd, FirfL to con- 
sider how Ireland came to be annexed to the Eng-- 
liflx crown* . Secondly, whether the fcttlcment, on 

0^3 which 
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which this connexion was founded, was efiabliflied 
by conqucft. Thirdly, what title or what autho- 
rity over the conquered is derived from conqireft. 
Fourthly, what conceflions, at different periods have 
been made to Ireland. Fifthly, the precedents and 
opinions of the learned in the law relative to this 
matter. And, Sixthly, fome additional argumems 
to be offered on the fubjeft. 

The firft of thcfc particulars' he explained, by 
pointing out the application^ of Dermod to Henry 
the Second for afliftance, and the events which hap* 
pened until the arrival of that fcingp in Ireland, and 
the fubmiffjon of the natives t6 his authority. With 
rcfpeft to conqueft he fhewed, that the fubmiifion 
of the natives to Henry was voluntary, and there- 
fore, that the Englifh parliaoient could claim no ju- 
rifdidtion under that idea,^ over the people of this 
country. By a judicious application of the princi- 
ples of his friend, the excellent Mr. Lock, he 
evinced, that were the fettlemerit of the Englilh 
here even to be confidered as a juft conqueft, it 
could only affect thofe who- oppo&d their power, 
but gave them no right over thofe by whoni they 
were hot oppofed, or over fhe liberty and eflates of 
poflerity. - As to the adventurers from Britain, who 
iififted Henry in his ihvafion of the ifland, and who 
took up their refidence here, from whom the great 
body of the people are at prefent defcended, he ob- 
ferved, that they ftill retained the'privHeges of free 
torn fiibjefts, which could not poflibly be the cafe, if 
they were *to be governed by the authority rf the 
Englifh legiflati^re. Mr. Molynisaux ^next pro- 
ceeded to take notice *oF the' conceiiions,' which at 
difFcrenJIperiods have been made to Ireland. Here 
he mentioned the grant of *Engli(h law, made by 
Henry to the Irifh'ar Liunore, and the mbdus which 
•'• • -- ' he 
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he tranfmitted to them, for holding parliaments, as 
a diftin£t and independent nation. . Under this 
branch of the fubjedt he obferyes, that Ireland was 
granted to John by his father, as ^ kingdom totally 
diftinft from, and upconnedted with the crown of 
England. In this he was mift;aKen, but without any 
prejudice to his argunient, as the qonftitu^onal 
rights of Irifhmen are perfeAly the fame, whether, 
their fupreme executive power be confined entirely 
to theHjfelvcs, or have alfo tinder it's dominion- the 
cnipire pf Britain. 

The grant of Englift law niade to this country 
by King John, upon the death of his brother Rich- 
ard ; i Magna Charta^ and the fubfcquent ratification 
of our liberties, transmitted by Henry the Third, 
are next mentioned by him. He then proqeeded to 
(hew, that in thefe grants were included, the great 
law of parliament, the Englifli cominon law,, and 
the ftatute Jaw, His (ubjeft next led him to;confi-» 
der, in what manner the Englifh ftatute l^w:s, cn-» 
;^6ted from the time of . Henry the Third, cam^ to 
be of force in Ireland ^ and her^ he quoted a variety 
qf particulars, in order tio (hew that; many of tbeni 
were made current in this, kingdom, by the fanftibn 
of our legiflature. With refpedt to others, wWch 
extended to us without havmg beea recognized by 
the Irifli parliament, ]» afferted, that they were .not 
introdudtory of a new law,^ but explanatory of the 
ancient conimon law, whofe authority we had. rt^ 
cognifed at the original eftablifhment of our confti?- 
tution, s^nd whigh h%d ^een frequently confirmed 
A fingle inftance to the contrary, he pofitiyely a& 
ferted, could not be produced, from the earlieft pe- 
riod until the year fixteen hvtndred and forty ond 
To this it has been objedted, that there are EngHfti 
itatutes, whi^h efcaped his attention, and that of 

Lord 
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Lord Chancellor fioUon, who hi. the in the ecle* 
brated performance before mentioned^ advances the 
fame .opinion. Bcfides the inftariiccs taken notice 
of in the cburfe of this hiftory^ the twelfth of Ed- 
ward the Pirft, the eleventh, the thirty fourth, and 
the • forty third oiF Edward the Third, and thcv 
ifirft of Henry the Sixth, though not explanatory of 
the old common law, were, it is faid^ €a;tended 
to and operated in Ireland, without being ImpreC- 
fed with the authority of our legiflatUre. 

The general pofitibn of this eJccellent advbcate^^ 
for the rights of the Iri(h nation^ with refped to the 
reception, and the auAority of Englilh laws in this 
kingdom, is fupported by indubitable evideiice. As 
to the above^ atld other firhilar ftatiltes^ which au- 
thors, particularly Serjeant Mayftrt, have mentioned, * 
is it not reafonable to fappofe, that when they were 
ena£ted, this country was teprefcnted in the Englifh 
parliament ? That on feveral occafions, our repre- 
fentatives fat with the Sritifli parliament, to confult 
upon tht affairs of Ireland^ we have authentick evi- 
dence. What a number of records, . that might 
have cleared up this point, as well as others, re- 
fpciling our privileges, have perifhed ? Were it 
otherwife, no. conclufion could hence be drawn pre- 
judicial to our rights. Acts of injuftice may inter- 
rupt the courfe of national freedom, but in the eye 
of reafon, of equity^ and the conftitutlon, cannot 
weaken the foUd foundations by which ihe is fup- 
ported. Ertgliftirifen complain that forty times 
wasL Magna Charta violated. Did this, in their opi- 
nion, fandtify tyranny or invalidate their cotiftituti- 
onal rights? 

BtJT it had been objeded^ that though tlie Eng- 
lifli ads may not bind Ireland j thofe who mentioij 

all 
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all his Majefties cjoininions, or which name Ireland 
in particular ; are, and (hall be of force in this king-- 
dom. In refped to thofe fuppofed to bind Ireland 
by the general terms of his ^fajpftys dominions, our 
author adduces a number of examples of fuch afts, 
which have l)een tranfmitted to this country^ to be 
ena^ed into laws by our padiamernt, which would 
have been quite unne^efl&ry^ had they been previ- 
oufly of force here. He then takes notice of two 
ftatutes which name Ireland^ on which arguments 
have been raifed to*our prejudice, in favour of the 
fupremacy of the Britiih legiflature,; and evidently 
proves, that they are ordinances x£ the King, not 
Engliih afts of parliament. The principal force of 
this part of the obje^^ion, was taken from the ftaple 
aft. But the opinion of even the Englifti judges 
concerning it, on the memorable trial of the mer- 
chants of Waterford, appeared to determine, that it 
did not extend to us^ in matters of internal leglfla- 
tion. As to matters of external legiflation, Hufley 
the chief juftice afferted, that we are bound by the 
Britifli legillature, becaufe we are the King of Eng- 
land's- fubjefts j upon which Mr. Molyneaux, with 
great juftnefs Qbferves, that upon the fame princi- 
ple Scotland, at that time. not united to England, 
might be bound by Englifli laws in relation to it*5 
foreign trade \ that a claim in this refped: to fuperi- 
ority, is incpnfiftent with the idea of our being a 
diftind kingdom ; for if Ireland be a diftinft kingr 
dom, it cannot be fubordinate to another. May we 
not afk, with refpetl to the fuppofed authority of 
Britifli adls, which name Ireland, ojr mention all his 
Majefl:y*s dominions, can words alter the nature of 
things ? Can they give the fani^ipn' of right to thai 
which is in itfelf unjuft I Can they take away any 
part of it*s authority from our parlianient, which is 

poflefled 
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pofiefled of all the powers neceflary to compleat, in^ 
dependent, legiflative jurifdidion ? It is grievous to 
fee fuch diilindtions maintained by authorities^ fo 
highly refpe^ble as Lord Coke, and Sir Wiiliani 
Blackftone, 

Th]$ encroachments on our conftitution, made 

from the year fixteen hundred and forty one to 

his own thne, are diftin£tly enumerated, and placed 

in a juft point of view by our author. Having art- 

arrived at the branch of his fubjeft, which leads him 

to confider the opinions of the fcarned in the law in 

refpedk to it^ he adduces feverai in ponfirmation of 

his argument. Here he examines the origin of the 

practice, of removing caufes from this country to 

England by writs of error, and (hews that from this 

no argument can be derived. In favour of the fu- 

prcmacy of the Britlfli legiflature over Ireland or 

it's parliament. Remarks, tending to prove that a ' 

claim of fuperlority in England, ovef this country, 

cannot be deduced from purchafe, or from a confi- 

deration of a competition of interefts ; that it is in^ 

confiftent with the natural rights of men, and with 

the King's prerogative ; and a recapitulation of fome 

of his principal topicks, take up th^ femainder of 

this excellent performance. 

The treatment which it met with In England, de-r 
termined it's merit in a manner much more honour- 
able, than any praife which could poffibly be be- 
llowed upon it, by the loftieft panegyrtck. There, 
by order of government, it w^s burned by the 
hands of the public executioner. From the fame 
principle, the works of the admirable Refnql, whofe 
glorious efforts in the caufe of liberty th^ moft dif- 
tant generations wilt venerate, were committed to 
the flames in the ftreets of Paris. Defpo.ts are un- 
willing tliat the hiyfteries of their iniquity fhould be 

unveiled. 
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un veiled. The only feeling excited in the breafts 
of freemen, by fixch unnxanly and impotent efforts of 
tyranny, is contempt. 

Two attempts were made to anfwer Mr. Moly* 
neaux's book. One of them written by Mr. At-» 
wood, of all the performances which hiave been pub- 
li(hed, was perhaps the mod deftitute of argument. 
That of Mr. Gary merited fome attention. But 
notwithftanding his endeavour to overturn them, 
the rights of Ircla^ reniained on the fame perma- 
nent foundation. His grand pofition is, t\\M what-* 
ever privileges weie granted to this country by the 
King, are to be qonfidered as granted by the king^ 
dom of Englarid^ which is vefted with fupreme do- 
minion oyer all the parts of the empire. The prin- 
ciple is falfe, therefore all reafqjiings deduped from 

it are incpnclufivc* 

Adieu. 

L E 1^ T E R LXIir. 

WILLIAM was fuccecded by Anne Princefs 
of Denmark, daughter of James the Second. 
The revolutioai of fixteen hundred and eighty eight 
had afcertained,. much more diftin^Wy, the li- 
mits of royal prerogative, and the rights of the 
people. But feyeral important points, abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to perfect the conftitution, ftill remained un- 
determined. From Anne, in whofe family the dread- 
ful effcAs of defpotifm had appeared in a moft awful 
point of view, who had been witnefs of the ardent, 
perfevering defire of liberty, which in general poflef- 
fed the Englilh nation, and to which (he had herfelf 
facrificed the attachments of natural affedlion, the 
whigs expedted confiderable advantages. On the 
pther hand, the tories, who knew the fecret advan- 
'^cs, which latterly (he had made, towards a reconcilia- 
: * tioh 
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tioft with Tier father, entertained great hopes, that 
fhe would gratify their wiflies* Thus were all par- 
ties much pleafed with her afcending the throne. 
Upon the whole, neither of them gained any eflcn- 
tial point. In different p»rt9 of her r^ign, the ge- 
neral principles of her government were agreeable 
to both. The beginning of it was devoted to the 
whigs, the conclufion was qndet the tKreftioa of the 
tories. 

In fcventeeh hundred and three, the Duke of Or- 
mond was made lord lieutenant of Ireland. In his 
addrefs to parliament, which met in Augufl or Sep- 
tember, he told them, that her Majefty only ex- 
pefted, that they would make provifion for paying 
the debt of the nation, and make the revenue equal 
to the expences of government ; that his views were 
the fame with theirs, the promoting of her Maje- 
fty*s fervice, and the welfare of his native country. 
In their addrefs, the houfe expreflfed' the moft parti- 
cular fatisfaftion, in the appointment of his Grace to 
be their chief governor, as they looked up to him 
with entire confidence, that under his adminiftration, 
the kingdom would be reftored to a happy fctth^ 
ment ; but they complained of various grievances. 

Wi T H refpeft to the fupply, the commons voted 
the funds already granted, and the revenues of the 
kingdom, to be adequate to the public debt, and to 
the expence of government "The truftees ap- 
pointed by the adt of t^fumption, for managing the 
confifcated lands, had not yet brought that bufinefe 
to a conctufion. Their condudk continued to be 
very obnoxious to the nation. In refentment of the 
oppofition they met with, they endeavoured to im- 
prefs the Britifti government . with an opinion^ that 
-the people of this country aimed at independence. 
This drew from o^r parliament a declaration, th^t 

they 
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they held Ireknd to be dependant on the Englifti 
imperial crown. If the EngUfh imperial crown was 
thus pointed out by them, as the fde and exclufive 
objeft of their dcpendance, it followed by dire<Sk 
implication, that the interference of the Britifli par- 
liament was iniquitous, and unconllittitional. Borne 
down by the weighty hand of oppreflion, they were 
afraid, openly and in direct terms, to vindicate their 
privileges. 

In one of their reports, the truftees had fcanda- 
loufly mifreprefented the ProteftaAts of Ireland. In 
this fome of the commons had been concerned. 
The houfe, offended by this condud, fo unbecom- 
ing in itfelf, fo prejudicial to individuals, and fo in- 
jurious to their country, made them feel the fevereft 
effeds of their difpleafure. 

Agreeably to a refolution of the committee 
for confidering the ftate of the nation, a reprefen- 
tation was prefented by parliament, to the lord 
lieutenant, to be delivered to her Majefty, in 
which they complain, that the conftitution of the 
kingdom had been injured, and the lives, liberties, 
and eflates of the people had been called in quefti- 
on, in a manner unknown to their anceftors ; that 
the current cafti of the kingdom was not equal to 
the extraordinary expence incurred,, by the truftees 
appointed for managing the forfeited eftatcs, who, 
befides this juft caufe of complaint, made falfe re- 
prefentations to her Majefty of the Proteftants of 
Ireland, to create jealoufies betwixt the two coun- 
tries, and procure beneficial employments to them- 
felves ; that her fubjeds here feit deeply their lofs 
of trade ; that they could not earn their livelihood, 
or fupport their own manufiadures, tliat their fo- 
reign commerce laboured under fuch reftrifticn^ .a^ 
to Have become, in a great meafure unprofitable, 

though 



654 THE HISTORY 

though to the blood and tre^fure of Ireland, Eng- 
land had been much indebted, with refped to thq 
advantages of trade, which (he enjoyed from her 
American plantations ; that the infrequent meeting 
of parliament. Was a principal caufe of the national 
misfortunes* Of thefe and other grievances which 
they enumerated, they intreat a redrefs from her 
Majefty. Having voted the neceflary fuppJies, they 
proceeded with laudable fpirit, to inquire into and 
redtify certain public abufes, which lay within the 
limits of their own jurifdidion; particularly, to 
their diilinguiftied honor, they abcdiftied ufelefs pen- 
fions, to the amount of fixteen thoufand pounds a 
year. This juft punilhment of the «Porthlefs, and 
attention to the intereft of their country, was highly 
worthy of praife and imitation. But it has been fel- 
dom imitated. How many fcandalous proftitutes to 
government, or to the vices of the great, whofe 
merit is their infamy and difgrace, are fupported by 
the labours of the moft induftrious, and the mofti --. 
ufcful members of fociety 1 4 

An adt to fettle the fucceffion in the houfeof 
Hanover, fimilar to that enaded in England, in the 
conclufion of the late reign, was now pafled, as like- 
wife a law to difqualify Roman Catholics from vot- 
ing at eledions, and from ferving as members of 

parliament. 

To the reprefentation of the commorvs, her Maje- 
fty returned the following anfwer : '* The firft part 
of it feems to rdate to matters paft in parliament, 
and the other part confifting only of things in gene- 
ral, her Majefty can give no particular anfwer to at 
prefent, but will take them into her confideration.** 
This cold reply difcovered great indifference to the . 

welfare of Ireland. 

Thp 
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• The linen manufa<£ture was now likely to become 
an objed of the firft confcquence, to the profperi- 
ty of the nation. The commons tranfmitted a bill 
in favour of it, accompanied by a warm addrefs, in 
which they pointed out the neceffity of our being 
permitted to export it, to the plantations, and re- 
quefted her Majcfty, to ufe her influence with the 
Englifli parliament for that purpofe. How difgrace- 
ful and humiliating was this circumftance ! 

T«E difference betwixt fuch as were for limiting 
the regal powers, within the bounds pointed out by 
the conftitution, and thofe who afcribed to them a 
kind of abfolute fovereignty, had fubfifted from the 
moft remote period. At the revolution, it was 
marked by the party diftinftion of whig and tory. 
The former reprobated, the latter approved the 
flavilh do^rines of paffiyc obedience, and non refift* 
ance. However extraojdinary it mull appear, mere 
words, whether in religion or politics, ufed to diftin- 
guifli the abettors of certain opinions, from thofe 
^who are of different fentiments, tend to increafe 
mutually the violence of oppofition, and to blow up 
the flame of contention. From England, the terms 
whig and tory pafled over to this country, and con* 
tributed to multiply thofe diftradions, which dif- 
turbed the public tranquillity. Of thiis, Rochefter, a 
man of tory principles, was an aftive inftrumcnt, 
and the Duke of Ormond followed his example, 

* This new caufe of animofity was particularly 
hurtful to the Roman Catholics, whofe fituation for 
feme time paft was much more agreeable. In ge* 
neral the tories were Jacobites, or the partisans of. 
James, to whofe intereft the Roman Catholics bad , 
been warmly attached ; hence in the eye of the 
whigs, they became objedls of particular refent* 
ment. 

To 
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To break the power of the bore diftingirifhed 
Popift families, was efFcftually to ieflen the influence 
of thofe who were of that religious perfuafion. Irx 
order to this, through the intercft of the whlgs, ^ 
claufe of a bill againft Popery, which paffed the 
commons, enafted, that all eftates (hould be equally 
divided among the children of Roman Catholics,' 
rtotwithftanding any fettlements to the contrary, 
unlefs the perfons to whom they were to dcfcerid^" 
would qualify, by taking the oaths prefcribed by 
government, and conform to the eftablifiied church/ 
The bill was tranfmitted. At this time, the Queeii 
was in alliance with the Emperor, to whom (he had 
applied for indulgence to the proteftants In his. do- 
minions. Therefore to pafs a law, fo extremely ii;- 
jurious to a body of men of his own religious fenti- 
ments, appeared to her indecent arid unreafonable, 
but as thofe by whom it was fupported,. were Very* 
zealous in favour of it, to rejeft it abfolurely, ap- 
peared dangerous. Her minifters deyifed this ex-' 
pedient. They added to the bill a claufe, by which 
all perfons in Ireland were rendered incapable of any 
employment under the crown, or of being magi-' 
Urates in any city, who, agreeably to the Englifli 
tejft a(fl, did not receive the facrament as prefcribed 
by the church of England. To this it was thought * 
the Proteftant diflenters, who had confiderable in- 
fluence in the Irifli parliament, would not fubmit, * 
and fo the bill wojuld be rejeftcd ; but they did fub- , 
mit, and it paffed into a law. The part of this a(5t 
wliich affefted Roman Catholics, and that which de- 
prived Proteftant diffenters of privileges, that were 
their undoubted, right as loyal fubjedls, and zealous 
friends of the copllitution, were equally unjull :ind 
illiberal^ - * •.-'■•' 

The • 
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The .following refolutions of the commons were 
much to their credit. " Refolved, that in. confe- 
. quence of the great decay of trade, and difcourage- 
ment. of the manufaftures of this kingdom, many 
poor tradefmen are reduce^ to extreme beggary. 
Refojved, that it will greatly conduce to the relief of 
the faid poor, and to the good of the kingdom, that 
the inhabitants wear none other than the manufac- 
tures of it, in their apparel and the furniture of their 
houfes. The members of the houfe did unani- 
moufly pledge, their honours to each other, that 
they will conform to faid refolution. Pride and felf 
intereft, reftrained in their gratification by. the love 
of our country, and by motives of charity and 
compafTion, are a glorious facrifice." Had Irilhmen 
been lefs partial to foreign manufaftures, had thcsy 
cheriftied their own, with that regard infpired by 
nature, by patriotifm, and benevolence, long fince 
they would have arrived at a much greater degreq 
of perfection, and have effentially promoted the in- 
tereft of individuals, and the national profperity. 

In February, the attention of the upper houfe 
had been turned, to an unconftitutional interference 
of the Englifli lords, who during the interval of par- 
liament; had difpoffefled the Earl and Countefs of 
Meath of certain lands, their right to which had 
been determined by a decree in this country. Tp 
exprefs their difpleafure againft this encroachment, 
and to vindicate their rights, the Iriftx peers refoly- 
ed, " That by the ancient known laws, and lla- 
tutes of this kingdom, her Majefty hath an un- 
doubted jurifdidtion, and prerogative of judging in 
this her high court of parliament, in all appeals and 
caufes within her realm of Ireland. That the de- 
terminations of this court are final, and conclufive* 
and cannot be reverfed by any court whatfoever. 

Vol, II. • R That 
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That if any fubjcA within this kingdom, (hall here- 
after prcfume to remove any caufe, determined in 
this high court of parliament, to any other court, fuch 
pierfon or pcrfons (hall be deemed betrayors of her 
Majefty'ff prerogative, and jurifdiftion, and the 
undoubted ancient rights and privileges of this ho- 
nourable lioufe, and of the rights and liberties of the 
fubjedlf of this kingdom* That if any fubjedt, with- 
in this kingdom^ ftiall prefume to put in execution 
any order frorfi any other court, contrary to the final 
determination of this high court of parliament, fuch 
perfon or pcrfons, (hall be deemed betrayers of her 
Majefty*s prerogative and jurifdiAion, and the un- 
doubted ancient rights and privileges of this houfe^ 
and of the rights and liberties of the fufajedls of this 
kingdom." 

Adietk. 

LETTER LXIV^ 

1*^0 allay the heats which arofe among the mem- 
bers, towards the conclufion of the former fef- 
fion, from an apprehcnfion of the deiigns of the tory 
party, the lord lieutenant had prorogued the 
^ ^' parliament- It met the tenth of February. 
The ufual addreffes were prefented, after which the 
commons voted, that a fupply not exceeding a 
hundred'and fifty thoufand pounds be granted, to 
defray the expence of her Majcfty's government. 
The heads of a bill had been brought into parlia- 
ment, relating to the linen manufadture, which the 
clergy thought contained a claufe prejudicial to 
their tythcs. A memorial was prefented to the 
commons, by the lower houfe of convocation, defir- 
ing that the bill might be Hopped in it's progrefi, 
until counfcl fliould be heard in their behalf. The 

commons 
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. commons were highly offended Jby this interferenee 
of the clergy, in a matter of civil property, which 
they confidered as altogether unconftitutional. To 
avert their difpleafurc, and hoping at the fame tim^ 
to accomplifti their defign, the convocation at- 
tempted to fofien their memorial. This had no ef- 
jfe6t. The houfe voted, that every thing refpedting 
the bufmefs ftiould be erafed from the journals, - 

On account of thefe difputes, Ormond prorogued 
the parliament until the firft qf May. During this 
interval, in order to view the ftate of the country, 
and to ftrengthen the fortified towns in that quar^- 
ter, he rnade a progrefe through the North. The 
people, mqch pleafed with this mark of attention to 
the fecurity of the kingdom, gave him as he pafled 
along a moft favourable reception. In Antrim and 
Derry he was addrefled by the Prefbyterian mini- 
fters, who wiflied to remove fome unfavourable af*- 
perfions, which had been caft upon thofe of their de» 
nomination, in confequence of certain late tranfa(5li- 
ons in Scotland, 

The tory party In England, had difp^tched emif- 
faries to this country, to join their efforts to thofe of 
their own political principles, in fpreading difcon^ 
tents among the people, with refpeft to the fafety 
of church and ftate. To efFe£l the purpofe for 
which they were employed, thefe partizans, with 
the afliftance of their friends, had been very aftive. 
Upon the meeting of parliament the commons rc^ 
folved, that to promote fuch mifunderftanding^, 
that to write or difperfe pamphlets, or otherwife to 
infinuate danger to the church, tended to the advan- 
tage of Popery, and the caufe of the Pretender; 
weakened the Proteftant intereft, was feditious, and 
of pernicious confequence to her Majefty*s govern^ 

R ut - -ment. 
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ment, and the fucceflion of the Proteftant line, as 
by IsLW eflablilhed. 

The convocation, to rciiiove all fufpicions by 
ivhich they were afTefted in refpeft to this matter, 
fcfolved, that the church and ftate were lately in 
the grestteft danger, from which they had been de- 
livered by the revolution, acdomp]i(hed under God, 
by King William of glorious memory. That the 
continuance and improvement of thefe blelfings, 
through the kindnefs of Providence, was owing fo 
the aufpicious reign and happy government of her 
Majefty Queen Anne. That the future fecurity of 
the church and nation, under God, depended wholely 
on the fucc^effion of the Proteftant line, as by law 
cftablifhed. That if aiiy clergymian of their order, 
by word or writing, would declare ady thing con- 
trary to the above refolutions, he would be confi- 
dered as a fo>^er of divlfion among Proteftants of the 
cftabliftied church, and an enemy to the conftituti- 
on. To which they added the following intolerant 
refolution ; that for any perfon to teach or preach 
agairift the doftrine, government, Vites or ceremo- 
nies of the eftabliflied church, or to keep feminaries 
for educating youth in principles contrary to it, in 
contempt of the ecclefiaftical laws of the kingdom, 
was of pernicious confequence, and ferved to widen 
the divifions and fchifms which prevailed in it. 

The fame party fpirit, and the fame mutual jea- 
loufies continued to difturb the peace of the nation. 

On the twenty fourth of June feventeen hundred 
and feven, the Earl of Pembroke, who had been 
created lord lieutenant of Ireland, arrived in Dub- 
lin. The parliament met on the feventh of July. 
Preliminary matters being fettled, the commons 
brought in heads of a bill, and paffed feveral very 
fevere refolutions to prevent the encreafe of Popery.' 

Shortly 
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Shortly after it was declared by a vote of the houfe, 
that the kingdom had been put to exceffive charges, 
by the returns made by the truflees of arrears upon 
forfeited eftates, nioft of which appeared unjuft. 
They refolyedt *-' that f^n humble reprefentation be 
made to her Majefty, of the grievance of fuch rer 
tupns^ and of other oppreffive proceedings of the 
truftees." On tjie twenty fourth of OApber, Pem^ 
broke went to the houfe of lords, and gave the royal 
aflent to feveral public and private bills. Nothing 
farther pf importance was dojae, The parliament 
yrss prorogued. 

The parliament which me€ in feventeen hundred 
and nine, tinder the adminiftration of the Earl of 
Wharton, addrefled his excellency, requefling that 
Jier Majefty would grant five thoufand ppunds, for 
the purpofe pf ereding a public library iij Trinity 
College nefir Dublin, The provoft, fellows, and 
fcholars, had recom^jended themfelves in a very parr 
ticular manner to the notice of the houfe, by their 
fteady attachi|iei;t to the principles of the revolutir 
on. For afpcrfmg the memory of King William, 
they had degraded and expelled Edward Forbes, 
one of their members. To this application in their 
behalf, her Majefty returned a favourable anfwer. 

Of all the tories of the time, none was mpre vio- 
lent than Doctor Browne Bifliop of Cork. It was 
ufual with the friends of the revolution, in order to 
exprefs, and to cherifti their gratitude to the great 
inftrument of that ineftimable bleffing, to drink the 
pious and the glprious memory of King Willian^ the 
T^ird, This oftended the Bifhop, who on account 
of his refentment agaipft this particular inftancc, 
endeavoured to (hew, in a performance which he 
publifhed on the 6cca;fion, that the cuftom of drink- 
. ing healths was chargeable with impiety.; But this 

. ' ^2 ide^ 



26z THE HISTORY 

idea was treated with contempt^ and the praiStice, 
jfnore erpecially as it reflefted honor upon the revo- 
lution and the memory of King William^ univer- 
fally prevailed* This trifling circumftance would 
not merit attention, did it not tend to point out the 
fpirit of the times. 

A MONEY bill which had been tranfmltted to 
England, was returned with alterations, Upon which 
a debate took place in the houfe, concerning this in- 
fringement of the privileges of parliament. It was 
determined by a large majority, in which there were 
feveral of the court members, to rejeft the bill in 
it's prefeftt form. 

Five hundred femilies of Palatine refugees, forced 
from their country, came over to lopk for a fettle- 
ment in Ireland. The commons having taken their 
cafe into particular confideration, paifed a number 
of refolutions in their favour^ equally expreflive of 
their benevolence and patriotifm. 

TriE Earl of Wharton was not long continued 
governor of Ireland, He had profeflcd the princi- 
ples of whiggifm, but was profligate in his morals^ 
avowed himfelf openly an infidel, defpifed every 
thing ferious, and treated with contempt all the 
obligations of reKgion. Such an eicample in the 
ruler of a nation had the moft pernicious tendency. 
His removal was an adt of juftice to the kingdom, 
and to be defired by the virtuous of all parties. 

One of the many difputes, pcdafioned by the 
party fpirit which became every day more vblent 
in both kingdoms, was that which arpfe in Dublin, 
In feventcen hundred and thirteen, relative to the 
cleftion of a Lord Mayor. That office tynas then 
fUled by Sir Samuel Cook, whofe princTplei§ were 
hoftile to the revolution. In his abfence, the alder- 
men elected Mr. Plcafant a whig, as his fucdcflbr. 

By 
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By certain late regulations^, calculated to promote 
the intereft of the^ tory party, the Lord Mayor had 
been invefted with a right to nominate three aider^^ 
men, one of whoim,^ unlcft to them all reafonable 
objedlions could be made, muft be choftn to fuc^ 
ceed him. Sir Samuel would not acquiefce in the 
cled^ion, which, upon the matter be^ig referred to 
to their determination, -was fet afide by the privy 
council. The aldermen Uhen were fummoned by 
the Lord Mayor, to. make a new chcrice. To one 
of the three, whom he propofed to their oonfide'rati-^ 
on, who was not an alderman, twenty of thern ob- 
je£^ed. Before any thing could be determined, the 
court was difmifled. This cbnteft communicating to 
the friends and the connexions of the oppofite par- 
ties, threw the city into a flame^ which was attended 
by the greateft diforder and oonfiSfion, and continued 
to the death of the Queen, It was raging when the 
DuljEe of $hrewfbury arrived to take upon him the 
government of Ireland. Shrewlbury was a tory in 
principle, but from policy he efpoufcd openly the 
intereft of the whigs. By his protedtion, he ani- 
mated the hopes of the well afFe<^ed to the revolu^ 
tioflijj and the Proteftant fucceffion. On thc^aniver-i 
fary of his birth ds^y, he drank publicly to the jpious: 
^nd glorious memory of King William. Tb make 
the fcene more brilliant, his EMatchefs gave to the 
mobility and gentry a magnificent ball, and the 
evening was concluded with extraordinary demon-^ 
ftrations of joy. 

In Dublin, and the other parts of the kingdom, 
the elcdkion for members of parliament was warmly 
contefted. When the houfe met, it appeared that 
of the commons, the whigs had a fmall majority, 
but that in the peers, the ftrength of the oppofite 
party was prevalent. Enquiry into the caufe, and 

" tKew 
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the abettors of a riot, vrhich had happened at the 
cleAion of members for the city, led the commons 
to animadvert feverely, upon the inflammatory con- 
duft of Sir Conftantine Phipps, lord chancellor, 
whofe attachment to the arch jacobite Sacheverell, 
had been particularly diftinguilhed. For adtlng a 
part, in a variety of rcfpefts hoflile to the conftituti- 
on, and to the liberties of his country, they refolv- 
ed, that an addrefs Ihould be prefcnted to her Ma- 
jefty, to remove him ft(ym his place of Lord Chan- 
cellor, for the peace and the fafety of her Proteftant 
fubjedks of Ireland. To this the lords paOed refo- 
lutions direftly the reverfe. Irritated by this oppo- 

fition, the commons renewed their qenfures of the 

■■■' •••* '■ 

Chancellor, in a manner which placed his conc^udl in 
^, ftjll niore obnojcious point of view. But they 
were ineffedkual. The goverpnjent of England 
was now directed by new men, and by new mea-;- 
lures. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXV. 

C\NE of the moll ftrenuous affertors of liberty, 
/ and of revolution principles, in this cQuntry, 
was the Right Honourable Robert Molefworth. At 
this time a particular circumftance happened, which 
rendered him very confpicubus. "Vl^ith the change 
of the Britilh miniftry, the profefled political feiiti- 
mcnts of the convocation changed alfo. In the year 
ieventeen hundred and fiye, they avowed prii^ciplcs 
moll friendly to the revolution; thofe which they 
pow patronized were quite of a contrary complexi- 
on. To exprefs their zeal in tht caufe of Jacobi- 
tifm, they qarried up an addrefs to the Caftje, in fa- 
VQi of the Chancellor, with a view to coiinteraft 

that 
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that which juft before had been prefented by the 
commons. On their entering, Mr. Molefworth^ 
who happened to be prefent, faid to fome gentle- 
men near him. " they who have turned the world 
upfide do>yi^, arc come hither alfo.'* He was over- 
heard by the clergy. They took fire, and com- 
plained of the afperiion to the lords. The lor4s de- 
fired a conferenqe with the commons, but they 
treated the matter with indiflference. However, the 
En^lifli miniftry chofe to qonfider it in a different 
light. To the difgrace of their pripciples, they rer 
moved Mr. Molefworth from the privy council. 

5p great was thp confidence they placed in the dan- 
gerous fchemes of government, now in agitatioq^ that 
the firiends of the Pretender began openly to enlift 
men ii^ this country, for bis feryice. 

It was highly honourable to our parliaaient aqd a 
fingular blcfling tp the nation, that from the acceffion 
of the Queen, they had uniformly fupporited the 
principles of the revolution. What a pity it is^ that 
heated by a fpirit of party, impreffed by foq ftrqn^ 
a (enfe of paft tranfaftions, and perverted by the old 
leaven of religious bigotry, they reduced the Roman 
Catholics to a ftate of deprefliqn, wljiqh every fenti- 
ment of beijevpleince loudly condemns, and which 
no argument of policy or pf r§;afon can juftify. 
The adt of reftraining theni, with refpedi; "to the 
conveyance of their eftates, has been already menti- 
oned. This is but one of the rnany additional or- 
prefliqns laid upon them by parliamerit. They 
were forbidden to realize the produce of their indu- 
ilry, under the penalty of forfeiture. Under the 
penalty of forfeiture, they were excluded from the 
benefit of ^eafehold intereft, for a longer term than 
thirty one years ; even with refpedt to this advan- 
tage, reftri£tions'were impofed upcin theni, one of 

wmch 
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which was^ ^t if their farm produoed more Aan 
a third profit, their right in it was immediately to 
ceafe, and to pafs over entirely to the firft Proteftant 
difcoverer. The parliament inveftcd the fon of a 
Roman Catholic, who would conform to the eftaWifti- 
cd religion, with a power over his faAer*s inheritance. 
The father became tenant for Rfe, and Aat under 
mortifying reftridVions. Not" only purchafed eflates 
in land, but fmall tenements, even houfes were made 
difcoverable by law, and became the property of 
the firft Proteftant informer. A horfe of five 
pounds value, belonging to a Roman Catholic, 
might upon information, be taken from htm without 
any equivalent. Under the penalty of a hundred 
pound^ every I^pift was forbidden to keep more 
than two apprentices, who were to be bound to him 
for a term, not Icfs than fevcn years. To Roman 
Catholics feminaries of education in this country 
were exprefsly prohibited, and if they fent their 
children to be Inftrufted abroad, they became fub- 
Jeft to punifhment. In refpeft to the exercife of 
their religion, it was reftri£ted by a variety of new 
and ^gravating oppreffions. The fetters tmpofed 
upon conference and their civil privileges,, were at 
moft numberlefs. To read die laws enadted againft 
thefe tifthappy people at this period, fills the heart 
with anguifh. Was it reafonable Aus to deprive 
men of their natural rights, to encreafe the miferies 
of thofe, who, except for a few preceding years^ 
had been grievoufly afflidted } Is it reafonable to be 
unjuft ? The public faith was plighted tQ the Roman 
Catholics, by the articles of Limerick, Where was 
the national honor, in realizing the fufpicions enter- 
tained of government, by the fourteen thoufand 
who deferted their country, to the prejudice of thofe^ 
who repofed in the rectitude of it's intentions an itth 

plicit 
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pliclt confidence? The latter encouraged by the 
profpedt of future fecurity, began to cultivate their 
lands, and to purfue their feveral avocations. 
Though the greateft part of the Etiglifti troops were 
removed, hot tte lead attempt was made by the 
Irifh to difturb the public tranquillity • Befidcs, truft- 
ing to the ientiments, which he concluded would be 
inrpired in the natives by better treatment, the wif- 
dom, the juftice and humanity of King William, 
with refpe6t to them, were confpicuous above all 
the fovereigns, who, from the time of Henry the 
Second, had fat upon the Englilh throne. But 
fcarcely was this excellent prince laid in the grave, 
when notwithftanding tlie vifibie falutary effeds of 
his lenity towards the Roman Catholics, which had 
lafted ten years, and were likely to continue, they 
began to be treated with rigour. It daily encreaf- 
cd, until it far exceeded the feverity of former 
times. In vain the imprudence of a few Catholics, 
or fufpicions with refpedt to the intentions of .a num- 
ber of thofe of the lower clafs, ii^ favour of the Pre- 
tender, wete pleaded in juftification of (uch mea- 
fures. No aft of difloyalty^ no deiign of difturbing 
the peace of government, could upon a reafonable 
foundation, be charged on the body of that people. 
As kindnefs, or rather common juftice, had begun 
to remove their diffatisfation, and to attach them to 
government, the contrary ufage alienated their affec- 
tions fron^ it, 4nd from, their country. They ceafed 
* to cultivate their farms, and converted them to 
grazing. Induftry drooped. A number of the in- 
habitants of Leinfter, Munftcr and Connaught emi- 
grated, and fought elfewhere for the means of fub- 
fiftcnce. 

* Adieu. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXVI. 

IF the Irifti parliament, during the prcfent reign, 
encroached upon the privileges of the Roman 
Catholics, the fa^e treatment was meafured out to 
themfelves by the parliament of England. 

The illegal interference of xht Englifh lords, in 
the caufe of the E^rl and Countefs of Meath has 
been mentioned. 

By a Britifh ad of parliament, the town of New 
Rofs, in the county of Wexford, was made a port for 
exporting wool from this country to England. By 
the fame pretended authority, we were permitted 
to export linen cloth to the Plantations, and prohir 
bited to import that commodity from Scotland. By 
^ Briciih a£t, a limited time was appointed, for per^ 
fons to advance their claims tp fprfeite4 pft^tes find 
.other intcrefts in Ireland^ 

A STATUTE, to prevent the growth of fchifm in 
England concludes thus, " Be it enafted, that all 
and esvery the remedies, provifions and claufes, by 
this aft given, made and enadled, (hall extend to 
Ireland, in as full and efTeftual a manner, as if Ire- 
. land had been exprefsly named and mentioned, in all 
and every the claufes of faid adt.-' Thus did they 
continue to purfue a fyftem of policy, with refpeft 
to us, illiberal, injurious to the rights of our legifla- 
ture, of which we had long complained, particularly 
as you have perceived, during the whole of the late 
reign. Both with refpeft: to themfelves and others, 
men of tory principles are infenfible to the bleflings 
- of freedom. But it is aftonifhing that whigs, the 
avowed and the zealous patrons of liberty, had no 
fcruple, and w,ere ftruck by no feeling of inconfift- 
cnce, in trampling on the privileges? of the Irifh con- 
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ftitution. In the former part of her reign, whigs 
dircdted the counfels of the Queen. However un- 
kind they were to our rights, during their admiiii- 
ftration^he great objedts of the revolution, with re- 
fpeA to Britain were invariably purfued, and the 
glory of the empire raifed to a high degree of fplen- 
dour, by the aftonilhing victories gained over the 
armies of France, under the aufpices of the illu- 
firious Duke of Marlborough. But (he changed 
her minifters, and the counfels of her government. 
Her^aurels faded. A diflionourable peace tamiihed 
the brilliancy of a fuccefsful war. Thofe fears of 
the revolutioners, with refpeft to the defigns of the 
oppofite party, which had made them fo uneafy, 
were likely to be realized. The conftitution tot- 
tered on the brink of deftruftion. Providence kindly 
intcrpofed, and to the unfpeakable joy of the friends 
of liberty, removed the Queen by death, on the 
firft of Auguft feventeen hundred and fourteen. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXVII. 

FROM the change of the miniftry, the tories 
had entertained the moft flattering hopes, of 
trampling over the political views of the oppoilte 
party. To break through the order of fucceflion, 
as eftablilhed by the aft of fettlement, in favour of 
the Pretender, was the great objedt of their wiflies, 
and of all their intrigues. But the premature death 
of the Queen, who had entered into their defign, 
broke their bond of union, left them without a 
head, and blafted their expedtations. Happily for 
thefe nations, the friends of the houfe of Hanover 
were the majority in the privy council. The late 
joyful event diffipated the thick cloud which hung 

over 



27a THE HISTORY 

over their profpe^t, and infiifed life» fpirit and zcs^t 
inta their exertions, and thofe of their aflbciates, in 
favour of the Proteftant fucceflfion. The tories 
brooded in filent difcontent over their mortifying 
difappointment. Without oppoGtion, George the 
Firft, fon of Emeft Auguftus, Elector of Brunfwlck, 
and of Sophia^ grand* daughter of James the Firft, 
was proclaimed and acknowledged Icing in Britain 
and Ireland. As he was fenfible, inclined to bufi* 
nefs, had obtained experience from age, and was 
attached to the principles of the revolution, very fit- 
* vourable expeftations were formed, of the wifdom 
and redlitude of his government. The tmes, as 
they had every reafon to expedk, were rejedked from 
his Gounfels ; public affairs were entirely committed 
to the management of whigs, the men who had pia* 
ced him on the throne, and upon whofe afliftance 
only, he could with confidence and iafety depend 
for fupport. 

The Irifh parliament met in November feven* 
teen hundred and fifteen. Warmly attached to his 
Majefty, and to the principles of his government, 
they recognized his title to the crown. Towards 
the conclufion of the late reign, a bill had been 
brought into our parliament, to attaint the Preten- 
der. By the counfd of her minifters the Queen 
prorogued the parliament, to prevent this bill from 
paffing into a law^ The fame influence prevailed 
with her Majefty, to difband a great part of the 
army in Ireland, that no efFeftual oppofition might 
be given by the rcvolutioners, to the fchemes then 
defigned to be carried into execution, The com- 
mons n«w refolved, that whoever advifed thefe un- 
conflitutional meafures, Arthur Earl of Anglefey in 
particular, were enemies to the fuccelTion, as by law 
eftablilhed in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover, to 
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the Proteftant religion, and friends to the Pretender- 
Having been informed by the lords juftices, that by 
an exprefe from one of the fecretaries of ftate, it 
wias intimated, that this kingdom would be fud- 
denly invaded, the commons addrefled his Majefty^ 
expreiSng their abhorrence of this defign, their in- 
tention of ufing every means in order to defeat it, 
and their zeal and afFedion for his perfon and gOr 
vemment. Immediately after this proof of their 
loyalty, they entered into an Affociation, for the de- 
fence of the kingdom, againft the hoftile defigns of 
the Pretender and all his abettors. The informa- 
tion which had been received from government, re- 
fpeding the views of the Pretender towards this 
kingd^n, had not been well founded. It was in 
Scotland that the Pretender deiigned ta make an 
effort in fupport of his caufe. There the Earl of 
Derwentwater and Mr. Fofter took the field near 
the borders, about the end of Summer, and pro- 
claimed him king. Thou^ the number of their 
partisans was inconfiderable, they were fo rafh as to 
penetrate into England. When they had advanced 
as fer as Prefton, they were furrounded by a body 
of. troops, oKTunanded by the generals Wi|ls and 
Carpenter, and ta:keh prifoners. 

Mean while, the Earl of Mar, who had Hkcwife 
taken up arms in Scotland in favour of the Preten- 
der, found himifelf at the head of ten thoufand men, 
with this force and fomc clans by which he was af- 
terwards joined, he alfo directed his march towards 
England. The Duke of Argyle, commander- in 
chief of the troops in North Britain, led againil him 
three thoufand five hundred men, which he had 
haftily coUe^ked upon the occafion, and came up 
with him in the neighbourhood of Dunblain. Not- 
wilhfta&ding his 4ifparity in point of numbers, he 
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refolved to engage the enemy. In the battle which 
enfued, Argyle, with the wing -which he com- 
jnanded, broke that of the rebels which oppofed him, 
and drove them off the field, whilft the other wing 
of their army was equally viAorious. The engage- 
mient ended, without either fide having a right to claim 
the fuperiority. But the confequcnces to the King's 
troops, were as favourable as if they had obtained a 
decifive vidtory- The caftle of Invernefs furrendered 
to Argyle, and a confiderable part of Mar's forces, 
being flopped in their progrefs, defer ted. and re- 
turned home. 

The Earl of Mar^ Lord Derwentwater, and Mr. 
Foiler had taken up arms on the prefumption, that 
the adherents of James would flock to their ftand- 
ards, in fuch nunibers) as to give their efforts in be- 
half of his caufe, a profpedt of fuccefs- It now 
pl^nly appeared that this was a groundlefs expedta- 
tion. 

The Pretender, hoping that his prefence would 
dilfipate the fears, and roufe the attachment of his 
friends, into a general and vigorous exertion in his 
favour, fet ofF privately from France, and accompa- 
nied by only fix gentlemen, arrived in Scotland on 
the twenty fecond of December. In this attempt 
there was no wifdom. It was too long deferred. 
The late difappointment had extinguilhed the fpirit 
of his friends. After a fhort flay in the kingdom, 
during which he difcovered much vanity and little 
prudence, he abandoned the enterprize arid returned 
to- France. 

Whilst Britain was involved in thefc confufions, 
Ireland enjoyed uninterrupted peace. The tories 
remained perfedly tjuiet, nor did the Roman Catho- 
lics, notwithflanding their grievous oppreflions and 
the jealoufics entertained of them, make the fmall- 

efl 



6*F iRELANt). if^ 

eft attempt t6 difturb^ the pUHic tranquillity. Our 
parlianient fet a' price on the head of the Pretender, 
«nd pafled a brir of attairfder againft the Duke of 
Ormohd, whofe unconftitutiorial principles were par- 
ticularly obnoxious. They llk^wif^ refolved, that 
an addreft ftibuld be prelfented to the lords juftices, 
to recommend^ the corporatibn of Dublin to his Ma- 
jefty fot a mark of royal favour, to perpetuate the 
virtue and feithful fervices of the aldermen' and fhe- 
rifFs, whlcly in the late conteft for the choice of ^ 
Lord Mayor, had^ been fo remarkable, 

Adieii. 

LETT E R LXV^H; 

IN the yealr feventeeii'Hlindred arid nineteen, th6 
injuries of this country were aggravated ih a de*- 
gree, c^uite intolerable to thd feelingls of freenien. 
The trarlfacVioriS of that memoi'able p^riod^ which i 
atn nov^ about^ to relate, have' imprefled a fliairi oii 
the juftiee of the Englifti nation, which nothing can 
obliterate, but their paying in time to come, a fa- 
cred regard to the conftitutionil privileges of this 
country. It is' iii the virtues of Britons of the pre- 
fent and future times alone, that we can forget the 
defpotifm of their anceftors*. 

A CAU^E, relative tb an eftate betwixt Heftcr 
Sherlock and Maurice Annefly, . was |ried before 
the court of exchequer in D-elaiid^ The latter ob- 
tained a decree which lipbri appeal, was reverfed 
by the lords. , From their feritence Annefly ap« 
pealed' to the Englilh peers, by whom the judgmeiiiE 
given in his favour by the court of exchequer was 
confirmed, and an order iffued to put hirri in pbflGbf- 
fion of the difputed eftate.. A!gainft this illegal de- 
termination, Sherlock petitioned the IrilK Houfe^ af 
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lords. In this affair, the dignity of the peers and 
the privileges of the nation were deeply involved. 
The firft ftep the lords took was to propofe to the 
confideration of the judges, whether by the laws of 
the land, an appeal lies from a decree of the court 
of exchequer in Ireland, to the King in parliament 
in Great Britain ? This queftion they determined in 
the negative. The peers then refolved, that they 
would fupport their honor, jurifdidtion, and privile- 
ges, by giving the petitioner Hefter Sherlock effec- 
tual relief, purfuant to a former order. Notwith- 
fianding, fome time after a petition was prefented 
to the houfe, by Alexander Burrowes flieriff of Kil- 
dare, fetting forth, that his predeceffor in office had 
put Hefter Sherlock in poffeflion of the premifes. 
That upon his entering into office, an injundtioa 
agreeably to an order of the Englifti peers, iffued 
from the exchequer, commanding him to reftore 
Maurice Annefly to the pofleffion of the above men- 
tioned lands; that not daring to ad in con tradition 
to the order of the houfe, he was fined. That in 
cbnf<^quence of this, being afraid left he (hould be 
taken into cuftody, he durft not venture to come in 
t6 pafs his accounts, for which he was fined twelve 
hundred pounds. 

' Upon which the lords refolved, ** that Alexander 
Burrojves, Efquire, in not obeying the injunftion if- 
fued from his Majefty's court of exchequer, in the 
caufe betwixt Sherlock and Annefly, has behaved 
himfelf with integrity and courage, and with due 
refpeft to the orders and refolutions of the houfe* 
That the fines impofed upon' him be taken off. 
That the lord chief barons of the exchequer, in the 
caufe betwixt Sherlock and Annefly, and alfo re- 
fpeding the Sheriff of Kildare, had adted in manifeft. 
deiogation to and diminution of the King's preroga-- 
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tivc, of finally judging in his high court of parlia- 
ment in Ireland, as alfo of the rights and privileges 
of this kingdom and it*s parliament.** Orders then 
pafled the houfe, that the barons of the exchequer 
for this^fFence (hould be taken into cuftody, which 
were accordingly executed. In vindication of thefe 
meafures and of the rights of the nation, they drew 
up a reprefentation to be prefented to his Majefty. 

Ik this excellent paper they reprefent, that by 
many ancient records and fundry ads of parlia-- 
ment it appeared, that the Kings and principal 
men of Ireland did without compulfion, fubmit to 
Jlcnry the Second as their liege lord, who at the 
defire of the Irifti, ordained that the laws of Eng- 
land (hould be of force, and obferved in this king- 
dom. That by this agreement we obtained the 
benefit of Englilh law, with many other privileges, 
particularly that of having a diftinft parliament, in 
which weighty and important matters relating to 
this kingdom, were to be treated, difcufled, and de- 
termined. That this conceffion and compaft, rati- 
fied by fucceeding kings, encouraged the Englifli to 
qome over and fettle in Ireland, where they were to 
enjoy the fame laws, the fame liberties, and a con- 
ftitution fimilar to that of England, That by this 
conftitution and thefe privileges, his Majefty's fub* 
jefts had been enabled to difcharge their duty faith- 
fully to the crown ; that therefore they infifted upon 
them, and hoped to have them preferved inviolable. 
That though the imperial crown of this realm was 
annexed to that of Great Britain, yet being a dif-r 
tinft dominion, and being no part of the kingdoill 
of England, none could determine with refpedk to the 
^airs of it, but fuch as were authorized by it*s known 
laws and cuftoms, or the exprefs confent of the 
King. That it was an invafion of his Majefty *s prc^' 
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rogadve^. and a grievance to his kUh fubjedks,, foff 
any court of judicature to take upon them to de^ 
clare, that he eoulid not by his authority in parlia- 
mentt determine all controverfiea betwijct his fub" 
jp£ts of tlus kingdom, or that when they appeal to 
his Msyefty in par^ment here, they did not bring 
their caufe before ar competent judicature. That in 
relation to the renaoval of caufes by appeal from 
this kingdom*, our judges being fometimes ignorant 
of the common law of England, which was the rule 
of their decifions, did apply to his Majefty for infor-* 
mation, which he gave them by the advice, and with 
the. afliftance of the juftices of the King's bench, 
who- in ancient times conflantly attended his perfon* 
That whea the Kingfs bench came to be fixed, ap- 
peals were made to it, though the King was not 
perfonally prefent. That from hence it could not 
Be inferred upon any ground, that appeals from the 
parliament of Irel^id, might be brought before the 
houfe of peers in England. They reprefent, that 
but two inftances occured, of appeals from the Irifli 
court of chancery to the Englijfh peers, prior to the 
revolution, and two inftances fubfequent to it, until 
the year feventeen hundred- and three, none of 
which ought to afFed the jurifdidfcion of the Irifll^ 
lords, as by the principles and the nature of their 
conftitution, whatever judicial powers, were lodged 
in the Britifti parliament, withj-efpedt to that king- 
dom and it's inferior courts, the fame muft like wife 
be veftcd in the parliament of Ireland, with refpedt 
to this kingdom and it's inferior courts. That 
therefore in the year feventeen hundred and three,, 
upon a complaint of the Earl and Cpuntefs of 
Meath,; that during the interval of parliament, an 
order of the Englifti peers had difpoffcffed them of 
certain^ landsi which had been- decreed them here^. 
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the Irifh parliament reftored them effeft^MlHy, to 
the undifturbed poffeffion of them. That there was 
Juft reafon to conclude they would have afted the 
fame part, refpefifing the appeal of the Btfhop of 
Derry, had he not been removed, and a compelfitioh 
imade by his fucceflbr with tlie London fociety pre- 
vented it. Then they ftate the appeal of Maurice 
Annefly from their judgement, wlfh all the particulars 
of the interference of the Englilh lords, in that 
xraufe, injurious to their privileges. The pernicious 
confequcnces of this ufurped jurifdiftion of the Brl- 
tifti peers, are next panted out by them with fpirit 
and perfpicuity^ 

They obfefve to his Majefty, that it is the right, 
and the happinels of Ms fubjofts in this kingdom, as 
well ai of thofc in Britain, thw by their refpeftive 
tconftitufions, jultice is admimftred to them without 
much trouMc or expeoce, in the kingdom to which 
they beJong ; but if his Majefty h deprived of the 
power of finally <ietermining caufes here, in his high 
court of parliament, thofc wlio were unable to fol- 
low them to Britain, muft fu^it to whatever 
wrongs they might fuffer, from the more rich and 
powerful. That if all judgments made in his Ma- 
: jefty^s hi^ieft court within this kingdom, were ful>- 
: jedt to be reverfd by the Lords in Great Britain, 
the liberty and proporty of all his fabjej^s of Ire4and, 
i muft thereby become finally xlependent on this Bri- 
i ti(h peers, to the great diminution of that depe]i<- 
dence, which by iaw they ought always to have cm 
the Efiglifli crown. That if lihc interference of the 
Englilh Ibrds in recdving appeals from Ireland, be 
^ recogni2ed and fupported, it would take away the 
power from hia Majefty, of determining caufesin Ms 
parliament of this country, Mid confine it entirely 
to the parliameiU of Britain. That the writs for 
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fumittoning the lords and commons in both coun^ 
tries being th< fame, they mull in each kingdom be 
poileiTed of equal powers, or elfe the peerage of 
their nation be little more than an empty title, and 
the commons ftand for ever deprived of the privi- 
lege of impeaching in parliament, which right could 
not poffibly be maintained, if there were not within 
the realm a parliamentary judicature. That if the 
power of judicature m^y, by a vote of the Britiih 
lords, be taken away from the parliament of Ireland, 
tio reafon could be given why the fame lords might 
not, in the like manner, deprive us of the benefit of 
our whole conftitution. That the lords of Great 
Britain have not in thertifelves any way, either by 
law or cuftom, of executing their decrees in Ireland. 
That this could only be accom|:^iflied by an extra- 
ordinary exertion of royal power, which would be 
highly prejudicial to the liberties of this nation. 

In conclufion^ they inform his Mqjefty, that to 
prevent the appellant Ellher Sherlock, from making 
farther application to the IriHi parliament, his de^ 
puty receiver bad paid her the fum of above eigh- 
teen hundred pounds, wjuch to the prejudice of his 
Majefty-s fubjeds^ he expedked. would be refunded 
by government. That thefe proceedings of the 
Englifh lords had greatly embarrafled his parliament 
of Ireland, difgufted the generality of his Ipyal fub- 
jcfts, and muft of neceffity expofe all (l^erifFs and 
officers of juftice to the greatQ^ hard&ipa, by this 
interference of different jurifdidions. They hope 
thab all thefe things being duly confidered, U^ M^- 
jefty would juftify the fteps they had taken, for 
fupporting his prerogarive, and the juft rights and 
liberties of thenifclves and their fellow fubje<Sl5. 

Farewell. 
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LET T E R LXIX. 

THE reprcfentation and the proceedings of the 
houfe of lords in Ireland, concerning appeals, • 
being tranfmittcd to his Majefty, purfuant to art 
addreis for that purpofe, they were laid before the 
Britiih houfe of lords and read. Upon which,, in- 
Head of departing from the mode of conduft they 
had adopted, with refpeft to this country, the in- 
juftice of which was here placed to their view in a 
clear and ftrikihg fight, they refolved, that the ba- 
rons of the court of exchequer in Ireland, in their 
proceedings in the caufc between AAnefley -and 
Sherlock* in obedience to their orders, had a6ted 
with courage according to law, in fupport of his 
Majefty's prerogative, and with fidelity to the 
crown of Great Briton. That an humble addrefs 
be prcfented to his Majefty, to confer on theni 
(bme mark' of .his royal favour, as a recompenfe for 
the injuries they had received, by being unjuftly 
jcrenfured, and illegally tmprifoned for doing their 
duty. 
Th£ DukfS of Leedi^ entered a warm and ff^rited 
proteft againft thefe refohitions. No advocate for 
the liberties of Ireland could have pleaded in t^half 
of them, with more zeal than w^ dtfcoveredl by this 
diftinguiihed nobleman on this occafioQ. 

Having thus interpofed, in behalf of thefe apof^ 
tates from virtue and the caufe of their c6untry, the 
Englifh peers compleated the meafures of their de& 
potifm, by ordering, a UU to be brought in, for the 
better* fecuring the dependency of Ireland, upon tfas 
crown of Great Britab. The \Al\ being prepared 
accordtn^y was brought in, and havingpafled the j 
lofds waa fcnt down to the commops, Every Irifti- 
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man (hould be acquainted with all the parts of this 
chain forged to annihilate riic priyilegea jof our con- 
ftitution. It was as follows. 

" Whereas atte^mpts baye^becri kteiy niade, to 
(hake off the fubjedtion of Ir^nd unto, and depen- 
dence upon the inptperijal jcrpwji of this realnav which 
wiU be of dangerous coftfequence to .Great Britain 
and Ireland. And wjierea^ the lords of Ireland in 
order thereto, have of late,>.againft Jaw, afluined to 
themfelves a power and juri(<^<5tiQn .to examine, cor* 
red, and wnond the judgments and. decrees of ^thc 
courts of . juftice in the Jdngdom of lixland ; ^h^re^ 
fore, for the better fecuring of the dependency of 
Ireland upon the crown of .Great Britain, may it 
pleafe your Majefiy, that it jnay be enacted, imd it 
is bei:eby declared and enafted, hy the fSin^^ moft 
cxceUent Majefty, by and with the advice aiid con- 
Cent of ^e lords fpiritual and Jtemporal, and com- 
mons, in ttos pce&nt parliament af&mbted, and by 
the mthanty of the iame,. that the iaid kingdom of 
Ireland h^tb been, i$, and xsl right ought to be fu}>- 
ordinate unto, and dependent upon the imperial 
crown of Great Britain, as being infeparably united 
imd ai^nexed thereunto ; and that' the King^s Maje- 
fty, by and with the advice a^nd corifent of the lords 
fpiritual and temporal, imd commons of Great Bri- 
tain, in parliament aifembled, had, hath, and of 
right ought .to have, full power and authority to 
make law^ and ftatiiteis, of fufficient force, and va- 
fidity, to i»nd the people and the kingdom of Ire- 
' laiid- 

f^ Aka be \t £uther eftaAed a^^d declared, by the 
authori|^ ^orefaid, that the houfe of lords of Ireland 
liayfi not, nor of right ought to have any jurifaKAion 
16 judge of, afiirrh orrever&ony jundgnj^nt, (en' 
tehce^ or decree, ^vea or in^de in any couit within 
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the fard kingdom ; 4ind that all proceedings before 
the faid houfe of lords, upoti any fuch judgment^ 
feaitcnce or decree, arc, arid are hereby declared to 
be, utterly null and void, to all intents and pur- 
pofes whatfaever;" 

This bill ^et in the commons with confiderable 
oppodtion. Eighty three members, among whom 
were the Lords Molefworth and Tirconnd, twD 
Jrifli peei«, 'Mr. Htangerford, and Mr. Pits, voted 
againfi it. But it .paffed into a law, with a majo- 
rity of fifty fcven. 

T« u s did the Britifli parliament, by this extraor- 
dinary ilatute, attempt to caft a veil over the irii- 
qnity of it*s former ufurpations, to fanftify injuftice, 
to rob of thefir conftitntional privileges, under the 
claim of a pretended right, tbr^e millions of frec- 
mJen. 

No felf evident principle is more plain, than that 
die defign of tMs law was to enflave the people of 
Ireland. The very diftinftion betwixt freemen and 
flaves is, that freemen are governed by their own 
laws, flaves by the laws of others. Now the laws 
of the Briti(h parliament, to which we are here de- 
clare^d to owe fubjeiftion, are not our laws, if there- 
fore we are bound by them, Irifhmen are flaves. 
The authority afferted over us In this ftatute by 
the Englifh legiflaturc, is abfolute, without limits, 
without reftridtion, without the fmalleft refervation 
in favour of our privileges. It is an authority to 
feftrain our commerce, to control our courts of juf- 
tice, to tax us without our confent, to difpofe of our 
perfons, of our lives and our property, at pleafure. 
It is an authority to sfcrogate the rights which we re- 
ceived from nature and to deftroy utterly our laws and 
TEonftitulion. The title of the a^ exprefles the defiga 
^ it^ in legible characters. It is^ ^^ fpt better fecuring 
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the dependency of Ireland upon the crown of Grent 
Britain." The crown of Great Britain is here in* 
tended to include all the branches of the Englifh 
legiflature, fo that whatever fecurity of our rights 
we were ftill in pofleilion of, whatever remains of 
our liberty were left undeftroyed by former en- 
croachments, were by this law to be annihilated. 
If, as they here declare, the parliament of England 
had, hath, and of right ought to have full power 
find authority, to make laws and ftatutes of fufficH 
ent force and validity to bind Ireland, why from 
the naoft remote period of antiquity, were we free 
from the control of any other nation under heaven, 
and in connexion with the Briti(h fovcrcigns, from 
the invafion of Henry the Second, pofiefied of aU 
the Icgiflative and executive powers, neceflary to a 
free, to a diftindk and independent kingdom ? Why 
was the authority of our parliament, to make laws 
exclufivcly to bind us, never before called in qucfti-^ 
on by that of England, and the exercife of it dif- 
f urbed by none, or at moft by only a very few in- 
terruptions, during a period of near five hundred 
years ? From the acoeffion of Charles the Firft, the 
courfe of our Icgiflaturc was frequently interrupted, 
by the encroachments of the Englifh parliament; 
even then no attempt was made to juftify it. This 
claim of authority to control our national privileges^ 
which could not be made, until every pwrinciple of 
juftice was corrupted by a fpirit of ambitious domi- 
nation, was never published to the world, until the 
year feventeen hundred and nineteen. Is it not. 
llrange, had they thought it to be confident with rea- 
ibn or with equity, or with the relation which fubfift- 
ed betwixt the two countries, that they permitted it t^ 
lie dormant for fo.mapy centuries ? Nations^ inftead 
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cf fufpending their own, arc prone to encroach 
Upon the rights of others. 

Thb fame principle which excited the Britifli 
parliament, to claim a controuUng power over the 
afts of our legiflature^ fhould have prompted them 
to order over their fleets and armies to extin- 
gui(h it, and to cut up by one efFedual eflEbrt the 
roots of our conftitution* Then deprived of the 
fubflance, we would not have bfeen tantalized by 
the forms of independence. Then if Irifhmcn were 
unable to raife themfelves from this humiliating con- 
dition, and to vindicate their liberty, the objefts of 
freedom being removed from before their eyes, they 
would have learned to wear their chains with lefs 
mortifying fenlibility. But our parliament muft re- 
main, to do thofe ofiSces of government inconveni- 
ent to the Britifli legiflature. We muft toil, they 
muft fuperintend, muft dtred, muft reap all the ho- 
nor, the dignity and confequence refulting from our 
labours. Mere names are infignificant ; like gilded 
toys they only impofc upon children. A legiflative 
body, fubjedl in the cxercife of it's jurifdidlion to 
any control but that of juftice, and the authority of 
it's own conftitution, is not a parliament. Our parli- 
ament upon the principles 9f the declaratory adt, is 
no more entitled to that honourable appellation, 
than the magiftrates of a petty corporate town, who 
can do no aft, but as they are permitted by the na- 
tional legiflature. 

In this memorable ftatute we are informed by 
the Britifli parliament, that our legiflature, in exer- 
cifing one of it's privileges, diftindt from and inde- 
pendent of that of England, have adted contrary to 
law. What law ? Is it the law of God ? That is 
impoflible, for he abomina tes tyrants. Of his infi- 
|lite kindnefs he defires, that all his creatures ihould 
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enjoy the Weffingsof equal liberty, with as Tittle re- 
ftraint as they breathe the vital air, or as they par- 
take of the influences of the enlivening fun. Is it 
the law of juftice ? No ; for to exa£t obedience, 
where it is not due, is moft unjuft. Is it the law of 
compaft ? Quite the reverfe y for that we fhould 
have parliaments of our own, uncontrouled in th«r 
authority by any foreign jurifdidlion, and a conftitu- 
tion as free as thiit of England, was the original con- 
dition, ratified by fubfequent conceffions, upon 
which we became and continued fubje<Jt to the Bri- 
ti(h kings. Is it the law of England? Neither could 
this be ; for it is no law to us ; befides no antecedent 
law exifted there, refpefting the dependance of frc- 
fand ; the declaratory aft is the firft of the kind 
which difgraced their ftatute books. The only feiw 
which remained, forbidding our icgiflature the exer- 
eife of their conftitutiorial privileges, was t%e law of 
force, the law by which the robber takes away 
my property, or the aflfaflin bereaves me of fife ; tte 
law by which tyrants trample on Ae rights of hu- 
rnan nature, and reduce freemen to the abjedt con- 
dition of flaves. If from the beginning of our inter* 
coorfe with Britain, this law of power had been uni- 
formly exerted, fo as to prevent us from being pof^ 
fefled of either laws or conftitution ; if no conceffions 
had been made in our favour; if none of Aofe 
agreements with the Britifli kings had ever exifted^ 
from which we derive our chartered rights; our 
claim to national independancc, and to the bleflings 
of a free government, would (land upon the moft 
mimdveable foundation^ It would be fanftified by 
the love of liberty, wrought fo deeply into the hu- 
man mind, as to be infeparable from it's exifteiK* ; 
it would be fandtified by the diftates of reafon, and 
the great privileges of humanity. This claim, how- 
V . ever 
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ever bome dawn by fupeFior forc<e^ would ffilt exift 
in fall vigour. In vain would the defpot jlrlearf irt 
eppofitkm to it^ the {srefeription of myriadis of cen- 
turies. Thtt^ is no period iti Which exertfotts to 
ndfc it from oppreifion, w<^uJd not be rewarded with- 
that fenfe of ianate dignity^ with that glory and ho-^ 
ftour, which the uncorrupted part of ftiarifcind delight 
to beftow on public virtjic. The freedom 6f Aeir 
country has been a darling objeft to Britons ; lio na- 
tion in Europe, or of the n^oft remote antix^ity, is 
more cbnfpicuoufly diftinguiftied by an averfion to 
tyranny. Continuing under the influence of this 
generous principle, let them fuppofe that they llaci 
exchanged fituations with Irifhmeri, attd confider 
hbw they would have been affefted, by a treatment 
fimilar to that which we have experienced from' 
them. Let them fuppofe that we had reftrained 
their commerce, that after numberlefs a<9:s of vio- 
fence to their conftitution,- our parliament had de- 
prived their peers of their privilege of appellant ju- 
rjfdidtion, and declared themfelves veiled with a 
right to control their legiflature, and to bind them 
by their laws in all cafes whatever ; would they not 
liave reprobated fuch affumed, fuch tyrannical au- 
thority, and thought it their indifpenfible duty to 
wreft it from us, by all the methods in their powfer? 
Ha d Henry the Fifth lived to compleat the con- 
queft of France, it is highly probable he would have 
removed thither the feat of empire. In that cafe, 
would the Britifh legiflature have been pleafed had 
tlie parliament of Paris aflumed a power of controul- 
ing their determinations ? 

- In^LAND has merited better treatment than (he 
has received from her lifter country. Her favou- 
rites have been penfioned with thoufands from the 
ftuits of our labours. She has been enriched by our 
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commerce and our manufactures. From thetr eftates 
in this kingdom, amounting in value to nearly one 
third of the rents of the whole, wealth has been de- 
rived to her nobility and gentry. Oppreffion has 
liot cxtinguiftied our good will. Wc have rejoiced in 
her profperity and glory. We have contributed tp 
her fame. By recruits from Ireland her fleets and 
her armies have been atTiftcd, in gai/iing the laurels 
(he has won in every quarter of the globe. 

Will you pardon, my dear friend, this long di- 
greffion ? The branch of our fubjeft which led to it 
is deeply interefting. I have deviated from the 
ftrift rules of narration, on every occafion when ne- 
ceflary to enlarge our views, with refpeft to our pri- 
vileges as Irilhmen, and to attach us more warmly 
to our country. 

AdieUr 

LETTER LXX. 

AN infamous job difturbed the peace of Ireland, 
in the year feventeen hundred and twenty 
four. Commercial tranfadlions cannot be carried on 
without a medium of exchange. Money which has 
been made ufe of for this purpofe muft be of a dif* 
ferent value, to reprefent fully the various kinds of 
property which are to be transferred. The quantity 
of it alfo, in every country muft be proportional to 
it*s internal commerce, and to that in which it is en- 
gaged with foreigners. Many years had paflcd fince 
there was a coinage of halfpence and farthings for 
Ireland. In confequence they became fcarce. The^ 
deficiency was found to be attended with much in- 
convenience. To remove it, we applied to England " 
for kave to coin them ais wfual. Thii^ privilege de- 
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tiicd to the repeated foUicitations of the Irifli nation^ 
was by falfe reprefentations obtained clandcftinely 
by William Wood, an Englilhman and a very in- 
confiderable individual. To this man his Majefty 
granted a patent to coin copper halfpence and far- 
things, for the ufe of Ireland, to the amount of a 
hundred and eight thoufand pounds. Such an in- 
dignity would probably have been fubmitted to with 
little oppofition, had he executed his truft with fide- 
lity. But it was the intention of Wood to cheat 
the nation, for his own private emolument. He 
made his halfpence of fuch bafe metal, and fo fmall, 
that a Ihilling of them was fcareely worth a penny. 

Op thefe large quantities were fent over to this 
country. Brafs money multiplied beyond all pro* 
portion. It was not only ufed in change, but ac- 
counts in general were likely to be paid in it. 
This danger, fo threatening to the intereft of the 
public, with the firft intimation of it, roufed the fpi- 
rit of the nation. They perceived that the diminu- 
tion of property, in proportion to the quantity of 
this coin which (hould be received, and the alloy of 
bafer metal with which it was adulterated, muft be 
the inevitable confequences. They forefaw, that 
Wood might coin, and fend over without detec- 
tion, any (urn beyond that to which he was limited 
by his patent. It was likewife evident, that whilft 
his halfpence were permitted to circulate^ the 
Dutch and other foreigners might pour in counter- 
feit copper, to any amount. Men of all ranks and 
of every denomination, with united efforts, laboured 
to remedy an evil which began already to be fenfi- 
blyfelt. 

The Irifli parliament, in an addrefs to the King, 
toid him that they were celled upon by their coun- 
try 
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try, to rc^rdfcrit fhe iil corifequ^ilcea te the kingdom 
Bfceiy rcfult from Wood's patent ; that thd dimiiiu- 
6on oiF the revenue tfrid the ruirf of trade wiaiJ^ thd 
profpeift which it pkiefclited to view. 'An appli** 
cation of the privy conncil to his* Majefty fpoke 
the fame language; H6 was Hkewife addrefled 
»pon the fubjedl by moft of the dity corporations. 
The gfiiand jury of the court ty of Dublin prefehtcd* 
all perfons,. who would attempt to irapofe upon the 
people of Irclarid the bafe coin, as enemies- to gc^ 
vertimenf, and to the fafety, peace and welfare oF 
his Majefty *s fubjeds At the quarter feffions, the 
country gentlemen declared againft it alihoft una- 
nimoully. It was no wonder that an atteihpr' to 
ferve ah individual, a foreigner^ a man deftitute of 
principle, to the ruiri of thoufands ' of individuals^ 
and the injury of the community, fhould excite gc* 
neral indignation. 

Wood, inilead of relinquiihing: a fcheme^'the 
bafcnefs of which now appeared' in^ a glaring pbtrit 
of view, uled every means to fupport it.- By the in- 
fluence of his friends the Engfilh privy council puli- 
liflied a report in his favour, in whicHy for oppofirig 
his patent, they caft fevere afperfions on the Irilh - 
parliamentv He employed emiflaries to ptirchafe' 
privately the halfpence of the old coin, which wct^e 
in the kingdom, to encreafe the fcarcity, and tb re- 
move the objedlions againft the circulatioh of his own. 
But his efforts were vain. After the^ minds of the 
pfeople had been agitated a year, by this difagrefeai-' 
ble afFairj the King revoked the parent, by whidh. 
the bafe money was entirely ftripped of it's nomi- 
nal value, and the nation reftored to it's forrhef 
fr^tnquillity. 

The want of a mint, for which we have applied^" 
in^ vain^ was the fole caufc of this public difturr- 
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bancf , fo produAive of anxiety to numbers, and fo 
prejudicial to our commerce. Formerly, a mint was 
eftablifhed in the Ifle of Man- The petty ftates of 
the German Empire have a power of coining mo- 
ney ; Ireland, an independent kingdom has for ceo- 
turies been deprived of this privilege. May we not 
hope to fee it reftored to us ? It would raife a hand- 
fome revenue, be a faving to the nation, and contri- 
bute to our dignity. . . 

Of thofe who oppofed the iniquitous irnpofition 
of Wood's bafe money, Dean Swift was particularly 
diftinguiflied. His Drapiers Letters, in which, with 
fo much knowledge of the fubjedt, with fo much 
force and perfpicuity, he pointed out the nature and 
the confequences of this pernicious defign, and the 
methods of rendering it inefFeftual, were of fmgular 
ufe. His country ftill gratefully acknowledges this 
noble effort of his patriotifm. He was in danger of 
fufFering deeply in the caufe. An argument ad- 
vanced by the people of this country in oppofition 
to the patent and which he himfelf particularly ex- 
plained, was, that brafs money being illegal, could 
not be forced upon us by the King, without exceed- 
ing the limits of his prerogative. The partizans of 
Wood took occafion, from hence, to charge us with 
a defign of cafting off our dependence on Englandi. 
Swift examined the accufatioa with freedom, pointed 
out the encroachments made by the Englifh parlia- 
ment on our legiflatlve rights, and aflerted that any 
dependence on England, except that of being fub- 
jefts of the fame king, was contrary to the law of 
reafon, of nature, of nations, and to the law of the 
land. In thofe days of fervitude, Irifhmen had not 
even the privilege to complain. For the author of 
the letter which contained thefe fpirited incontro- 
vertible truths, government offered a reward of 
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three hundred pounds. However, not an indivi- 
dual could be found fo bafe as to proftitute his con- 
fcience and to difhbnor his country, for the fake of 
this inglorious bribe. He remained undifcovered. 
The printer was then profecuted. Here likewifc 
the tyranny of government was difappointed of it*s 
aim. He wa$ acquitted by the unanimous voice of 
the jury. 

That the fyftem of Iri(h government, at this 
period, was moft hoftile to our rights appears, in a 
ftriking light, from Primate Boulter's letters^ who 
himfelf bore the office of lord juftice in the year 
feventeen hundred and twenty fix. A line of dif- 
tinftion was drawn betwixt the Englilh and the 
Irifti intereft, and all the arts of political intrigue made 
ufe of to fupport the former in oppofition to the 
latten The moft affiduous care was taken to fill all 
the great offices of ftate with Englilhmen, left if 
they were occupied by thofe of this country^ oppo- 
fition to the meafures of miniftry (hould be made in 
favour of our privileges. The high dignity and 
large emoluments which Boulter enjoyed in Ireland 
might have interefted him in it's honor and profpe- 
rity. Inftead of this, influenced by the prejudices 
which he brought over with him .from Britain, and 
by the principles of a compleat courtier, he entered 
into and fupported with warmth, the views of go- 
vernnrjent moft prejudicial to it. In general, the 
adtions of men, in any of the departments of ftate, 
are wretchedly perverted. Ambition extinguifhes 
in their hearts a regard to the rights of others. 
Infenfible to the obligations of juftice they purfue 
meafures without rcmorfe, deftrudlive of the intereft 
of thoufands, even of a whole nation. In a private 
capacity, they would not injure a fingle individual 
or depart, intentionally, from the paths of re6:itude 
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and honor. Of thrs, the condudt of Primate Boul- 
ter is a ftriking example. As a minifter he paid 
little regard to the rights of the nation. In private 
life, by his benevolence, by generofity, by afts of 
charity and compaffion, he was moft amiably diftin- 
guiflied. / 

After a reign of near tnirteea ^years, George 
the Firft died on the eleventh of June feventeen 
hundred arid twenty feven. He was eafy and 
agreeable in his manners, wife, prudent and atten- 
tive to bufmefs. As a general, refpeftable. The 
merits of his government have been afcribed to 
himfelf, it's defeats, to the corruption and falfe prin* 
ciples of his ftiinifters. 

Adieu, 

LETTER LXXL 

INTELLIGENCE of the death of his Majefty 
arrived in Englatid, the fourteenth of June, 
On the following day, the Prince of Wales, -^ ' 
then in the forty fourth year of his age, was ^ ' * 
proclaimed king by the title of George the Second, 
His acceflion to the throne was intimated to the Iri(h 
parliament by Lord Carteret who had been continued 
viceroy from the year feventeen hundred and twenty 
five. In their addrefs to his Majefty, the commons 
condole with him on the death of his father, congra- 
tulate him on being peaceably raifed to the crown of 
his anceftors and affure him of their inviolable attach^ 
ment to his perfon, family and government. Agree- 
ably to thefe profeflions of duty and refpeft, they 
voted chearfully the neceflary fupplies. Mutual 
expreffions of affeftion, betwixt the King and his 
people, and grateful acknowlegnlents to the viceroy 
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for his wife and faithful admmilhatiOT, clofcd the 
feilion. 

That our freeholders and freemen (hould be 
exempted from all undue influence in their choice of 
reprefentatives is indifpenfably neceflary to the fccu- 
rity of our privileges. To prevent the interference 
of the Ix)rds in this rcfpedt, the commons refolved, 
that it is a high infringement of the liberties and 
privileges of the commons, for any lord of parlia- 
ment to concern himfelf in the eledion of members 
to ferve for the commons in parliament. That no 
peer of this realm hath right to vote as mayor, fove- 
reign, portrieve, burgomafter, alderman, burgefs, 
freeholder or freeman, in the eleftion of any perfon 
to ferve as a member of parliament. That no lord 
of parliament or peer of this realm, hath any right 
to ad as a magiftrate in making any return of a mem- 
ber or members to ferve in parliament. That this 
houfe will admit of no perfon that fliall be returned 
by any lord of parliament or peer of this realm to 
fit as a member of this houfe. In England, almoft 
every bill prefented to his Majefty by his parliament 
of that kingdom receives the royal aflent. It is the 
misfortune of our bills to be very frequently rejeft- 
ed. At the clofe of the feflion which met in feven- 
teen hundred and twenty eighty our parliament ex- 
preflcd their fenfe of his Majefly's favour in return- 
ing all the bills prepared to be paffed into laws; 
to. which they add thefe remarkable words, " a 
happinefs peculiar to this feflion." So that in every 
former feflion the commons had the mortification to 
find that fome of their bills were rejefted. 

In the fubfequent feflion, it was found that a mo- 
ney bill fent over to England and tranfmitted, had, 
in feveral refpefts, been altered. This was a li- 
berty which the commons would never permit to be 
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taken with their money bills. If they were not re- 
turned as they originally flood, they were rejcfted. 
On the prefent occafion, the parliament moft ftiame- 
fuUy relinquilhed their privileges. The bill paflcd 
by the voice of a large majority. A law was en- 
abled for encouraging tillage, much to the advantage 
of the poor, to the improvement of the kingdona 
and encreafe of it*s commerce. His Majefty remit- 
ted the hereditary duties upon the exportation to 
England of wool and yarn, which tended to make 
the efFefts of it much more beneficial and exten- 
five. 

Lord Carteret continued to govern Ireland un- 
til the year feventeen hundred and thirty one. 
Though he was now only in the early part of life, 
he was a nqan of knowledge, a fine fchblar and an 
able politician. By his attention to the intereft of 
the kingdom and a faithful difcharge of his duty he 
acquired much dignity and reputation. He was 
fucceeded by the Duke of Dorfet. In the firft fcf- 
fion of parliament held after his appointment to the 
government, a queftion of confiderable importance 
was determined in favour of the people. 

When, in the year feventeen hundred and fif- 
teen, apprehenfions were entertained of a defign upon 
this kingdom having been formed by the friends of 
the Pretender, the houfe of commons paffed a vote 
of credit to government, to a confiderable amount. 
This laid the foundation of our national debt, which, 
in a few years, encreafed to upwards of two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. For difcharging the intereft 
and the principal, a fund was provided by the com- 
mons. During the late adminiftration, the friends 
of government moved in the houfe, that this timd 
ftiQuld be granted to his Majefty, his heirs and fuc- 
ceflbrs for ever, redeemable by parliament. The 
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patriots infifted and carried their point, that it wa^ 
unconftitutional and inconfiftent with the public 
fafety to grant it for a longer term than from fef- 
fion to feffion. 

An attempt was now made to veft it in the 
crown for twenty one years. When the affair came 
to be agitated the ftrength of the minifterialifts and 
of the country party waS exaftly equal ; but imme- 
diately previous to the vote. Colonel Tottingham, 
who had ridden pod on the occafion, arrived in 
town, haftened to the houfe and by his voice deter- 
mined the queftion againft government. His zeal 
in this inftance, for the public good, was long re- 
membered by his country with particular expreflions 
of gratitude. 

Farewell. 

« 

LETTER LXXII. 

SEVEBl AL years, fubfcquent .to the admlnift ra- 
tion of the Duke of Dorfet, afford nothing 
worthy of notice in the hiftory of this country. 

In the year feventecn hundred and forty five 
thefe nations were alarmed by an attcnpipt of dharles 
Edward, fon of the old Pretender the Chevalier 
Saint George, to expel the reigning family from 
the throne. The knowledge that there were many 
in Britain and Ireland ftill attached to the inte- 
reft of his houfe, who, he hoped, would embrace 
the firft opportunity of crouding to his ftandard, 
encouragement from certain of his partizans, whofe 
temerity or indigence prompted them to infpire him 
yrith hopes, the idea of meeting with ineffectual 
oppofition from the Englifh government at prefent 
engaged in an arduous war with France and Spain, 
prompted hjm to engage in this ill concerted, dan- 
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gerous undertaking. Accompanied by the Marquifs^ 
pf Tpullibardinc, by Sir Thomas Sheridan and 
^ fmall number of followers who had attached, 
themfelves to his fortunes, he embarked on bpaxd 1^ 
frigate and landed on the coaft of Lochaber. Sti- 
mulated to rebellion by intelligence of this, the, 
highland chiefs roufed their vaffals to arms^ and in ^ 
fhort time, placed the young adventurer at the heacj 
of fifteen hundred men. Having publifhed mani- 
feftoes, to cncreafe the number of his partizans, hq 
advanced to Perth where his father the old Qieva- 
lier was proclaimed king, The fame empty cere- 
mony was performed, at Edinburgh. The town 
received hin^ and fubmitfed to his authority, but 
the caftle retained it's loyalty. His efforts to re- 
duce it by force were ineffedual. By this time, his 
forces had confiderably encreafcd. /The favourable 
iffue of the battle of Prefton Pans, in which he over-r 
threw Sir John Cope, cutting off five hundred of 
his men, befides thofe he took prisoners, infpired his 
friends with confidence and added to their number. 
The minds of the people were ftruck with confter- 
nation by this unexpeded misfortune. K^ad the 
Pretender taken advantage of his- fuccefs and led 
his army immediately to England, it is perhaps dif- 
ficult to fay what would have been, the confequence^. 
Inftead of this, he loitered at Edinburgh, gratifying 
himfelf with the infignificant title and the parade 
of majefty, and fo gave the ftate a full opportunity 
of taking effedual meafures for oppofmg his futur^ 
progrefs. It was vigoroufly improved. 

After fome time, Charles advanced with his 
troops to England, which he entered by the weftern 
border, took Carlifle, and proceeded through Lanca- 
fter and Prefton until he came to. Manchefter. Hav- 
ing here eftablillied his head quarters, he marched fo?- 
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ward by Derby until he came within a hundred 
miles of the capital. There, fpirited aflbciations 
were formed to oppofe his progrefs ; at the head of 
whom and of the regular troops the King deter- 
mined to take the field in perfon. The young ad- 
venturer not thinking it expedient to face the dan- 
ger to which he now found himfelf expofed, turned 
and retreated to Scotland. Stirling caftle com- 
manded by General Blakeney had retained it's loy- 
alty to his Majefty. Here Charles led his army, 
reinforced by fomc troops which were affembled 
during his abfence. His efforts to reduce it were 
ineffedtual. 

By this time, General Hawley with a confidera- 
ble body of the King's forces had advanced near 
Falkirk, where he was attacked by the rebels, to 
whom, after a feeble refiftance he left the field of 
battle, with part of his artillery and tent equipage. 
His fcattered forces retired to Edinburgh, where 
fliortly after, the Duke of Cumberland arrived from 
Flanders and placed himfelf at the head of the Eng- 
lilh army. The forces which he had coUedted 
amounted to about fourteen thoufand. Undif^ 
mayed by the unfortunate iflue of the battle of Fal- 
Icirk, he prefled forward to engage the Pretender. 
Charles retired at his approach, and did not Hop un- 
til he reached the plain of Culloden, about nine 
miles diftant from Invemefs. Here he drew up his 
army, confining of eighteen thoufand men, deter- 
mined to rifque all his hopes upon one decifive bat- 
tle. 

It began about one o'clock on the fixteenth of 
April feventeen hundred and forty fix. Superiority of 
numbers on the fide of the rebel army by no means 
rendered them a match for that commanded by the 
Duke of Cumberland, which quite excelled them in 

point 
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point of difcipline. After a fhort conflid they were 
entirely routed. Great numbers were flain in the 
field of battle and in the purfuit. The vidtory was 
compleat, but it would have been much more ho- 
nourable to the conquerors had they not ftained the 
glory of it by deftroying the enemy with an impe- 
tuous irage which refufed to be reftrained by the 
feelings of humanity. With this defeat, perilhed 
utterly all the expeftations of the unfortunate 
Charles, in refpe<£k to the Britifh throne. 

During thefe tranfadlions, in which this coun- 
try, in common with the reft of the empire, was 
deeply intereilcd^ Lord Chefterfield governed Ire- 
land with diflinguiftied reputatioh. He met the 
parliament in Odtober of the preceding year. His 
ipcech which was full of afFeftion, and delivered with 
the moft graceful elocution infpired the lords and Com- 
mons with confidence in the re<5litude of his intenti- 
ons and excited their admiration. Neither they 
nor the nation were difappointed in their expefta- 
tions. 

The military force then in the kingdom was not 
confiderable. As fuch a number of his Majefty's 
Britifti fubjefts were in a ftate of aftual rebellion, 
this circumftance alarmed the appre henfions of thofe 
whofe fears magnified the danger of an inteftine in- 
furredtion. Lord Chefterfield was advifed to en- 
creafe the army, by an addition. of four thoufand 
men. Inftead of this, he fent four battalions to the 
affiftance of the Duke of Cumberland, and encou- 
raged the volunteer aflbciations which formed in dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom for the defence of their 
country. Thefe battalions? he replaced by additi- 
onal companies to the regiments already on the efta- 
bliftiment. This faved a confiderable expence to 
the nation and did not encreafe the influence of the 
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crown. Had he, like too many of our chief gover- 
nors, preferred court favour to the welfare and to 
the rights of the kingdom, he would, on this occafi- 
on, have raifed new regiments. 

It has been mentioned that in the year feventcen 
hundred and fifteen, when the rebellion th^t broke 
out in Scotland was not by any means as alarming as 
the prefent, a fum was voted to government by our 
parliament fo far beyond our ability to difcharge 
as to lay the foundation of our national debt. The 
fupply afked by Lord Ghefterfield was fmall. He 
raifed it in the manner moll eafy and agreeable to 
the people, and expended it with oeconomy. There 
was even a faving which he applied to the public 
benefit. To purchafe the aid of friends in fupport 
of their mcafures, it was a common pradkice with 
our lord lieutenants to beftow reverfionary grants. 
Convinced that this^praftice was prejudicial to the 
intereft of the nation, he gave no fuch grants. In 
his adminiftration, the deferving received their me^ 
rited reward, the weak were protedted, and the op- 
preflive infolenice of the haughty ^nd overbearing 
reftrained. 

But no part of his conduct was more amiable 
and worthy of eftecm than his treatment of the 
Roman Catholics. Before his arrival, thofe in pow- 
er, from a fufpicion of their fcntiments and defigns, 
had fhut up their^ chapels in Dublin. Their priefls 
were commanded to leave the kingdom by procla- 
mation. Such as difobeyed were caft into prifon 
and threatened with greater punifhment. Thefe 
feverities were oflfenfive to Lord Cheftcrfield. His 
fyftem of policy was not founded in partial views of 
human nature, or in thofe contradled fentinients 
fuggefled by religious bigot try. It received no 
tindture from the violence of a party fpirit by which 

the 
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the judgment is perverted and reftramts impofed 
on the kind impulfes of humanity. Convinced that 
harfli treatment aUenates the heart, but that gentle 
ufage infpires confidence and gains the affeftions, he 
permitted to the Roman Catholics the free undif- 
turbed exercife of their religion. To accufations to 
their prejudice refulting from diilike and Supported 
by no better evidence than mere fufpicion, he paid no 
regard. Rumours of plots and infurredions defigned 
by them, were liftened to by him with calm indif- 
ference. A little time employed in inveftigating the 
caufe traced it out to a difturbed imagination, which 
created dangers to the ftate where none exifted. 
Gratitude for the confidence repofed in them by 
government, and for the bcnevplent indulgence with 
which they were treated was an additional motive 
to the Catholics, befides thofe arifmg from a regard 
to their own intereft, to avoid all combinations in 
favour of the Pretender ^nd to behave in the fame 
peaceable manner in which they had conduced 
themfelves, during the rebellion in feventeen hun- 
dred and fifteen. Proteftant and Papift, whig and 
tory, thofe of oppofite political principles and of 
every religious deriomination, united in admiring 
the wifdom and the public virtues of this excellent 
viceroy, and chearfully contributed their efforts to 
render his government eafy arid agreeable. In par- 
liament, bufmefs went fmoothly forv/ards. No f:x- 
ternal enemy difturbed the public peace, nor, 
through the whole of his adminiftration, did the leaft 
internal commotion, interrupt the national tranqui- 
lity. When entering upon office, our chief go- 
vernors, in general, render themfelves the objeds 
of popular favour, but they are too apt, by chang- 
ing tl^eir mode of conduft, to lofe the good opinion 
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of the public and to become the objedls of jealoufy 

and diflatisfadion. 

From the day that Lord Chefterfield took upon 

him the reins of government, he was equally con- 
^ fided in loved and admired to that on which he em- 
barked for England^ followed by the regret, by the 
prayers and good wifties of a croud of attending 
fpe(5tators. He left Ireland in Spring feventeen 
hundred and forty fix. To perpetuate his virtues 
and the gratitude of the nation his bull was placed 
in the caftle of Dublin, at the public expence. How 
happy for Ireland would it be did the fame regard 
for her intereft, the fame patriotifm, and the fame 
generous enlarged principles of government, dignify 
the charafter of all her viceroys. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXIIL 

NOTHING conducive to the inteireft of the 
nation had efcaped the notice of Lord Che- 
fterfield. Some laws were wanting, which he con- 
ceived would be of general utility. He dcfired the 
public attention to be direfted to the confideration 
of thefe during his abfence, that they might be en- 
abled on his return to Ireland. But in this, his kind 
defigns, and the fervent wifhes of the friends of this 
country were difappointed. He did not return. 

The kingdom was governed by lords juftices, . 
until the thirteenth of September feventeen hundred 
and forty fix, when William Earl of Harrington ar- 
rived at Dublin, vefted with the powers of lord 
lieutenant. The death of Sir James Sommerville 
the following year, and of Alderman Pearfon, repre- 
fentatives for the city, gave occafion to a remarka- 
ble conteft for members to fucceed them, and called 

forth 
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forth to public view a charadler confpicuoufly di- 
ftinguiflied. Strong natural powers, efpccially whem 
excited to adtion by public fpirit, have rendered 
men eminent, though unaccompanied by the advan- 
tages of a .liberal education, by riches, ftation, and 
the influence of powerful connexions. Of this 
Charles Lucas exhibited a ftriking example. Some 
years before, this extraordinary man, having at- 
tracted the notice of his fellow citizens, was admit- 
ted to the common council. Here he refolved to 
exert himfelf in behalf of their privileges. The new 
rules, framed in the reign of Charles the Second, by 
.authority derived from a claufe in the adt of expla- 
nation, had, as in other corporate towns, changed 
the powers of the city corporation. To encreafe 
the influence of the crown, among other innovations, 
they deprived the commons of the power of choofing 
the city magiftrates, and placed it in the board of 
aldermen, fubjed in it's exercife on each eleftion to 
the approbation of the chief governor and privy 
council- Of this injury Lucas loudly complained. 
But the law being abfolutc, could not be controled. 
Sufpeding however, that in other refpefts encroach- 
ments had been niade on the rights of the citizens, 
not juftified by law, he examined the city charters, 
and fearched diligently into ancient records, by 
which he was convinced that his apprehenfions were 
well founded. He publiflied his difcoveries, ex- 
plained the evidence refulting' from them, and en- 
couraged the people to take the proper fteps for ob- 
taining redrefs. In confequence, a warm conteft 
commenced betwixt the commons and aldermen in 
feventeen hundred and forty one, which continued 
the two fuccceding years. 

Thou OH the former ftruggled in vain to recover 
their loft privileges, the exertions of Lucas in every 
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ftage of the difpute, were ftrenuous and perfevering. 
Thefe fervices rendered him fo refpeftable,- and 
raifed him fo high in the efteem and confidence of 
his fellow citizens, that on the death of Sir James 
Sommerville, they encouraged him to declare him- 
felf a candidate to reprefent them in parliament. 
Ambitious of an office fo flattering, which would 
give him an opportunity of e^^erting his abilities to 
the greateft advantage in the fervice, not only of 
the city of Dublin, but of his country, he complied 
with their defire. His fpeeches to the feveral cor- 
porations on this occafion, which were bold, nervous 
and animated, in favour of liberty, encreafed their 
attachment to him. But a number of addreffes to 
his fellow citizens, which he wrote and publiflied, 
ftill, in a higher degree, encreafed his popularity. In 
thefe, among other fubjedls, he confidered di/lindlly 
the feveral branches of the conftitution, pointed out 
to the electors of Dublin, and to the nation, the pri- 
vileges of Irifhmen, and the various injuries they 
had fuftained by the ufurped interference of the 
Britifh legiflature. The bold truths which he un- 
folded, and the unreferved feverity of his ftriftures 
alarmed government. They determined to crufh 
him by the hand of power, unable to withftand his 
fpirited efforts in behalf of his country by reafon 
and argument. For this purpofe, certain paflages, 
the moft expreflive of our grievances, and, for that 
reafon, moft obnoxious to the ftate, were collefted 
from his publications, and made the foundation of a 
charge which was brought againft him before parlia- 
ment. The rights of the commons, which with par- 
ticular attention he laboured to vindicate and afcer- 
tain, had been one of the fubjefts of his free difcuf- 
fion. Inftead of proteding him, in reward of this 
fervice and of his exertions in behalf of the liberties 
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of Ireland, the commons, obedient to an authority 
hoftile to their dignity and to the intereft of their 
conftituents, liftened to the charge, voted him an 
enemy to his country, and addrefled the lord lieu- 
tenant to order him to be profecuted by his majef- 
ty*s attorney general. As the caufe of Lucas was 
that of liberty and the conftitution, every freeman in 
the kingdom was interefted in his fafety. But the 
favour of the public was not fufficient to defend him 
from the danger by which he was threatened. To 
avoid the impending ftorm, he fled from Ireland. 
Fortune, which now deferted this oppreffed patriot, 
after he had fpent fome time in baniftiment, placed 
him in a moll honourable point of view. The ex- 
ertions of his friends rofe fuperior to the influence by 
which he -was perfecuted. Upon a new vacancy, 
he returned to Dublin, and was eledted one of the 
reprefentatives for the city. The fame virtuous 
principles, and the fame exertions in behalf of our 
conftitutional rights, for which he had been hitherto 
remarkable, invariably diftinguiftied his condudl in 
parliament. Proof againft the alluring feducements 
of venality, he preferved his integrity unfullied, and 
as he had lived, died with the charafter of the in- 
corruptible Lucas. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXIV. 

I AM now to give you an account of the memo- 
rable contefl: betwixt government and the Irifh 
parliament, relative to previous cpnfent, by which 
the kingdom was fo much agitated in the year fe- 
ventecn hundred and fifty three. 

As the reprefentatives of the people ' impofe the 
taxes requifite for defraying the expences of the 
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ftate, it is their indifpenfiblc duty, as it is their in- 
herent right, to fuperintend their expenditure. This 
right they uniformly exercifed, more cfpecially from 
the time that the feveral branches of the hereditary 
revenue were eftablinied, when the intereft of the 
nation required that the application of them fhould 
be the objeft of their particular attention. By the 
journals of the commons it appears, that from their 
meeting, in fixteen hundred and ninety two, it was 
their conftant praftice to call for and to examine the 
public accounts. If there was a deficiency, they 
provided for it, chaftifing the officers of the crown, 
if it appeared to be -owing to their negligence or 
didionefty. If money remained in the treafury, af- 
ter the purpofes were ferved for which it had been 
granted, they applied it to the credit of the nation, 
and proceeded to difpofe of it, by bill, for the pub- 
lic advantage. This they did, not as a matter of 
favour or of courtely, but by authority refulting 
plainly and neceflarily from the truft repofed in 
them by their coriftituents. The commons did not 
once conceive that previous to the introducing of 
fuch bills, permifilon from the crown was neceflary, 
nor did his Majefty, in a fingje inftance, intimate 
that this was an encroachment upon his prerogative. 
If he faw reafon for it, he might rejedl them ; thisi 
was fufficient power, indeed all that was vefted in 
him by the conftitution. In the fame train in which 
this matter had proceeded for at leaft, near a centu- 
ry, it continued in feventeen hundred and forty 
nine. From a larger importation than ufual of fo- 
reign luxuries, a confiderablc fum, after the de- 
mands of government were anfwered, remained then 
in the treafury. This being reported by the com- 
mittee of accounts, the houfe framed a bill in the 
ufual manner, for applying a competent part of it; 
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towards tliQp^y?fi«nt of tfee national cfefbt. • If was 

lent t<x England,' return^ witbojut arty alteration^ 

,and, -Y^tHout.jhe leaft notice-. -being taken: of there 

.being, any thing in relatipn . to it offenfive to the 

King or his miniftry, pafled inta a law. : But the iz-^ 

gacious policy of fome ofthipfe difcerning courtiers 

who mak,e na.fcruple; to facrifice the peace and the 

welfare of fociety to their own avarice or ambition. 

.difcoyered z pcetcndeji right in the crown which it 

deteriBined to enforce*.- i >.r 

LiONs.^.Duke of Dprfe.t;. fuGG^ede4; the Earl of 
Harringtpny .^ loifd 4i^Vttenant,j in fevcnteen hun- 
dred, and /f^fty (pne, , Ij3l his ijpcech from, the throne, 
on. oppdng-ihp, feffion,;l?e declared to the houfe 
of conT^mons. ' .". That Jie was. commaridcd by the 
King to acquaint them that hisMajefty ever atten- 
tive, to the eaCe -and happineCs ^f his fubjedls, would 
gracioully xonfent and rrecpmmend it to them that 
fuch part of the money^ .then remaining m his trca.- 
fury, as flioul^^ be thpught confiftent with the public 
fervice, be applied towards 'the farther redudtion of 
the national debt," If, as was here direftly implied, 
the previous confent of the King was neceflary to 
authorize the conmons to difpofe of or to point out 
by bill the ufes to which the furplus of the public 
money ought to be applied, their power over it, in 
the firft inftance, no longer exifted. Then his Ma- 
jefty had an excliifive property in it and might, as 
an ad of favour, perniit ,the parliament to inter- 
fere with 'refpedl to it, or, without their concur- 
rence, difpofe of it at pleafure.. To this illegal, un- 
precedented claim, the commons, in their addrefs, 
paid no regard. Though the principle aflumed by 
government was perfeftly obvious, convinced that 
it was an eacroachment on the conftitution, the of- 
ficers of the crown made no efforts in compliance 
Vol. II. U with 
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: with It * Itt the hi^^^6f Ifhe* tJiTI Mv^ich: ab Ufual, 
they^ftifnftd aftd brbti^t into tke hcaift 6^ coiii- 
inonsi ' refpeAing , thd^-fu/plifs iti the'^ft^ftry, tb 
more-nbticc w^ ikkfti'df previous* tonfenf^ than iti 
rthtf 'preceding ^nd former feiaions.' ■ rr 
• I* paflSd (he 'toii^fhbns dnd privy doiirfcil. Of 
' their ftnfiftiQnts wilh' refpeiSf to (he p6mt' itr cjeftiofl^ 
. this wad Ittct^ftfbSfef (TMe eVidfenceJ NotvirHhitand- 
-Jng^ ifa fifiglSnd-' (he - word Hjonfent ivds inferred in 
the bill. Thus altered, it w^s returned tb Ireland. 
From thfe* laudable fpmi which the "romnlo^is had 
-difcovered mthe firft-ftage bf this Sufi^'e^^^^ if was 
natural to conclude ^hit they WQ^f'^'/j^eVfeVefe with 
determined 'firmtfefs \n oppodrig fo ^a^bfc' an at- 
tempt of the cfo\^n tb ehcrijach Upoitnthdf rights. 
But, though it w^sx<^en Irtibwrt ' that kaft^ ^ erf" the 
members were much'cfiflaiUfied 'dn the ot^^aiio^^^ it 
•pafled the houfe' unfeirtiofufiy atid received thfe royal 
aflent." .S^ch'is the hilfor^.of^'this c^^^^ quefti- 

on, until the prefent 'year feventi^eh hundred and 
fifty three. " -• - ^ ' ;• 

' Go V E R N M E N T Hd n6w got poffcifion of a pre- 
cedent which they determined flbould regulate their 
conduft^with rcfpeft tp their future claims; The 
fpeech of the Cuke 'of 'Dorfet to jparlianient relative 
to previous confenf, was condei ved in fernis exaftly 
the fame with that of the preceding feffion. , In 
confcquence of the continxied encreafe of imports, 
as in the former years, a large balance in favour of 
the pation remained in the treafury. . It.was more 
than fufiicient to pay off the whole of thW national 
'debt. From the fame views of public advantage 
by which they had been influenced in feventeen 
hundred and forty nine and in feventeen hundred 
and fifty one, the commons thought it mpA expedi- 
ent to apply an adequate part of it to tliis purpofe. 

The 
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Tlae ' heads: of a brH were siccordingly bfoi^ht info 
^ boufe. But neithef in them or m the biM 
framed upon thefe head^ and transmitted to Britain 
was ihei^e any recilal of his Majefty's previous con- 
feiar. it was font back with the fame material alte^ 
ration as that which had been made in the bilt of the 
former feffion.- Convinced of the impropriety df 
thdr conduct upon that occafion, the comrtions now 
refolved to as£t a becoming part. Whto the bill 
iwas read inthe 'houfe a waini and ffnritecf dfebatfe 
*ook,f^ce, atf the conclufiori of whfeh^ totftejoy of 
aJi uninftuenKjed by court favour, attached to the 
pwUic w«ifate and interefted i^i* the pf eftrvatton of 
lie .cfiential privikges of paa«Banjent, it was rejetft> 
fd. On. tlia occafion, government (hewed' the 
greateft foiicitudfe tO' defend their caufe and to rc^ 
move the odwii' that wa& caft on the mealures 
which, they hid laboured fo ftrtnuoufly to accora«- 
pIHh. Pamphhsts wece written in \fs juflrfication 
atsd dtfperfed with unqomrmon -pains through di^- 
r«nt paDts:;of the Idngdcwii. .Tf'he writers, on the 
court ftd^ of the queftion, attempted' to fupport it 
on d^ctmt growflKte. Some of them aflerted that 
-the/King.bj com^cm law had five fhoufand pounds 
yearly and .that if the -fmalWft part bf this was 
mixed with the pubRc money redundant in the trea- 
sury, be had. a doiminion over the whole. Others 
iaid thai: the ti^fe of the crown was as that of a part- 
Kcr. The pofit^on of thofe of a third clafs was, that 
the whole revenue v/as the abfolute uncontroulable 
prop^ty of the crown, whofe power over it was un- 
limited. Thofe were of a different opinion who 
aflerted, that the truft and the power of applying the 
money given by parliament, without any efpecial 
appropriation, is by the laws and conftitution of this 
kingdom, \'efted in the crown for public fervices. 

U 2 This 
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This laft was the only ground of defence tbit me- 
rited the attention of thofc of the oppofite party, 
whofe: pens were not permitted to lie dormant at 
this junfture. They readily admitted that the 
King» with refpedt to the public money, was a truf- 
tee for the nation, but for this very reafcn^ aflerted 
that when any fum remained, after the neceflary 
demands on government were fatisfied, to which it 
had been appropriated, he had no power over it, in 
the firft inftance. They pleaded that, it reverted to 
the people from whom the truft was derived, who 
ought, by their reprefentatives, to point out the 
purposes which it might beft ferve and apply it to 
them in the manner moil conducive to the genera^l 
advantage. They pleaded that if his Majefty, not 
fatisfied with the privilege of alTenttng to fuch bills 
as might be tranfmitted for the difpofal of it, had^ 
previoufly, fuch a power over it that it could not be 
difpofed of without bis confent, it could not he con- 
fidered as belonging to the public, but was his pri- 
vate property. They pleaded that this claim of 
the crown, as has been obferved^ was new, that for 
a long feries of years there was not a fmgle prece- 
dent in favour of it, except that of the year feven- 
teen hundred and fifty one. It was fartter obferved 
by the writers on this fide, that the force of the nati-^ 
on was concentred in the national purfe, which, if per- 
mitted to be wrefted from it by prerogative, might, 
in the hands of a wicked minifter, be directed to the 
ruin of the conftitutioo. The Jlrength of thefe ar- 
guments made a deep impreilion on the minds of 
the people who were in general more fenfible of the 
danger from which they had efcaped, and more warm- 
ly agitated than they had been by any political quef- 
tion that had engaged the attention, of parliament, 
fince the revolution. I am forry to add that the (a- 

tisfadtion 
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tisfedion they felt upon this occafion was foon in- 
terrupted by a moft difagrecable allay. His Majc- 
fty by his letter took the money out of the treafury 
which had been the fubjeft of difpute. This exer* 
tion of prerogative gave occafion to reflexions re- 
fpedting the influence of the crown too obvious to 
be mentioned. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXV. 

IN feventeen hundred and fifty five, the Duke of 
Dorfct was fuccecded, as our chief governor, by 
the Marquifs of Harrington. The following year 
the commons, in a committee of the whole houfe, 
took into confideration the heads of a bill to fecure 
the freedom of parliament, by vacating the feats of 
fuch members as (hould accept of any penfidn or 
civil office of profit from the crown. Upon a divi- 
fion, but fifty nine appeared in fupport of a quef- 
tion, the determination of which in the affirmative, 
would have had a moft powerful tendency to ch^ck 
the influence of venality, become of late years fo 
fhamefiiUy prevalent among the commons, and to 
preferve the rights of the conftitution. Men to 
whofe honor and integrity the welfare, the freedom, 
the deareft privileges of a nation are committed, 
(hould never be placed within the reach of feduce- 
ments which tempt them to prefer their own inte- 
reft to that of their conftituents. Motives of pri- 
vate advantage give a falfe colouring to objedts, 
and warp the underftandihg. When expofcd to 
their influence, a dependence on the condudt of 
even the virtuous is infecure. 

During the' adminiftratton of thie Duke of Bed- 
ford, who was Iprd lieutenant in feventeen hundred 

y 3 and 
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ttin Duff who had for fome time been cniifing from 
Port L*Oricnt in Brctagne to the point of Saint 
Gilles in Poitou. In the nrighbourhood t>f Belleifle, 
the van of the Englilh engaged the rear of the ene- 
my, about two o'clock in the forenoon. Happy for 
Britain and to the unfpeakable advantage of this 
country, Providence favoured the Englith fleet with 
s compleat victory. 

In Odtober, the fquadron defigned for the North 
of Ireland had failed from Dunkirk. It.confifted 
originally of five (hips ; one of forty eight, two of 
thirty fix, and two of twenty four guns each, and 
carried a thoufand two hundred and feventy landt 
forces. 

The reputation acquired by M- Thurot, as ca{> 
tain of a privateer, raifed him to the command of 
the naval department employed ini this expedition. 
Adverfe and tempieltupus winds drove, the fquadron 
to Gottcnburgh. Having continued here a few 
days, they fet fail and proceeded to the place of de- 
ftination. Upon arriving on the coaft of Ireland, 
they were overtaken ' by a liorm, to efc^pe which^ 
they 'Attempted to flielter themfelyes in Lough 
Foyle, but the wind changed arid continuing to 
blow tempcftuoufly, obliged them to keep th^ feai 
Two of the (hips .were fepafated notn- the reft by 
the violence of the l^orm arid Returned to France. 
The remaining three directed thVir'gourfe/ to the 
Ifland of Hay wh^re/ they' anchored, repaire4 forne 
daijiagcs they had fuftained. took m afmall quan- 
tity of frcih provifion§, and, to ^rqcurie a fupply 
more adecjuate to their rieceffi ties, failed for Ca^rick- 
ferg^is. -/They arrived herp. pri; the. twenty firft of 
February^ and, about tw[9 miles from, tne towrf, 
landed' l;heif forces utowl reduc^Sd tq fix hyndrei 

riicn. ' " ' ■"^-" ' ' ■'■•■' 

Meak 
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Mean while, an officer belonging to the. fmal! 
.^umber of troop? of whigh the garrifon confifted ad- 
vanced with a reconnoitring party and took poft on 
a rifing ground to obfervc the motions of the ene- 
my. Having made the beft dlfpofition of his men 
which the time ^nd circumftances would permit and 
ordered them to make every effort to retard the 
approaches of the French, he returned to communi- 
cate the neceffary informatiorj to the commanding 
officer. The troops were on parade, from whom 
detachments were fent to defend the gates and all 
the avenues leading to the town. A number of 
French prifqners, then }n Garrickfergus, were fent 
pff to Belfaft with all pofiible expeditioi^. By this 
time, the fire had begun betwixt the reconnoitring 
party and the enemy which killed feveral of them 
and wour^ded in the knee Brigadier General Flobert 
their commanding officer. This accident threw 
them into confufion and for fome time retarded 
their approach. The reconnoitring party having 
expended their powder and ball were forced to re- 
treat to the garrifon, which, having attempted in 
vain to prevent the enemy from entering the town, 
(hut themfelvcs up within the caftle. Thoug;h they 
were not, in any refpe^t, prepared for fuch an at- 
tack, a number of them being quite undifciplined 
and there being a breach in the wall fifty ffeet long, 
they defended themfelves with fpirit until their 
Ammunition was expended. They were now obliged 
to capitulate. It is fuppofed that previous to the 
furrender of the caftle a hundred of the French 
were killed, among whom were four officers one of 
them a pcrfdn of diftindtion much regretted for his 
courage and amiable qualities. Of the gar? ifan, not 

TOore than three k)ft their liv^ 

Whbn 
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When intelligence of the landing of the ensmy 
reached different parts of the country^ volunteer 
companies flocked to ^Ifaft froni all quarters. By 
tlie willingnefs which they difcovered to rifque their, 
lives in the fervice of tbeir country they squired. 
much honor, but they were ftrangcrs to difciplinc, 
and numbers of then^ unpMrpvided with arms. Had 
they proceeded to attack the eaemy^ as was pro- 
pofed by fqme, many would have been facrificed, 
and the probability of fuccefs was much againft them. 
However^ the^ French were alarmed and would have, 
left Carrickfergus withottt delay, had they iKtf been 
detained by unfavourable winds. I^vii^ pluii* 
dered the town, they reimbarked ou Tuefday the. 
twciUy fixth of Eebruary. To avoid the iniminent 
danger to which they were exppfcd from the i£ng* 
lifh ihip3 ojf war, they wifhed to return by thp 
North uf ireland, but the wind was ^dverfe and 
comjpeUed them to attempt a paiTage through the 
cbaopf I. Very foon, their hopes of eicapinig yanifb^ 
ed- The day or^ which, they reimbarked,^ Captaia 
Elliot of his Majefty's Ihip Eohis of thirty two guns^ 
received tnfiM'mfttion from, gpverimient of tbc ajrrt- 
vaj of the French at Carrickfergns. Taking with 
him the Pallas and Btilliant, eadi- of tiiena, of tl» 
fiim^ force with refpea; »> gwnsi, he fct fajl- in qoeft 
of the enemy. The twenty eigluh tes ^difcovered 
them, gave chace and came up with them n^ar tin 
lile of Man. Having engaged tjienot about an hc>ur 
Wd a. h%lf^ they ftruck^ being ra;uQh injured in, t)iQif 
maiVs and rising and three hiiod^red. of their mea 
kilted. Thurot loft/hi^ life in the battte. JSquall/ 
cfiftingmflied by cowege, by juftiQe ^ . ^ ben45v6- 
lent temper, he was very much xi^tKed, 

In the midft of a. |pks of viiStfMries, wl)}ch 'm ^ 
feeaiit parts of the globe crowned his arms with 

fpfcndid 
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Tplcndid laurels^ George the Second dted at Ken- 
fington on the twenty fifth day of Oftober, in the 
feventy feventh year of his age and thirty third of 
his reign. He was a prince of moderate abilities. 
His temper was fudden and violent. In his general 
condu<5l he was guided by honefty of intention. Tq 
his minifters he difcoycred a ftrong atrachment. 
His Britifli fubjeAs complained much that he. left 
them more frequently than was* confiftent with the 
welfare of the ftate, -^ that he had too wf^rm ^ 
prediledion in favour 9f his CSeraian dominions. 

EarewelL 

LETTER LXXVir. 

UPON the demife of George the Second, his 
prcftht Majefty, foti of the late Prince of 
Wales, afcended ,the throne. His fpeech to parlia- 
ment oti bpening the feffion eiccited in thofe of 
every rank the warmeft glow of approbation* 
" Bom," fays he, " and educated in this country ,^ I 
glory in the name of feriton \ and the peculiar hap- 
pinefs of my life wiH ever confifl in promoting the 
welfare of a people, whofe loyalty and warm aflFecr- 
tion to me I confider as the greateft and n;ioft per- 
manent fecjurity of rny throne j and I doubt not but 
their fteadinefs in thofe principles wiH equal tf\c 
jSrmnefs of nay invariabfc refokition to adhere ta 
^hd llrengthen this excellent conftitutioix in church 
and ftate, and to maintain the toleration inviolable- 
^he civil and religious rights of my loving fubjte(Jfe 
are equally dear to me with the moft valuable pre- 
rogatives of ray crown ; and as the fureft fiDujida- 
Vion of the whple^, and the beft means, to., draw 
down the divine fevour on rny reign^ it is my fixed 
purpofe ifx countenance and ^Jicourage tlie pradice 
■' • "of 
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of true religion and virtue." Such fentiments refleft 
honor upon a crown, which the higheft elevation of 
power, and the moft magnificent fplendors of ex- 
ternal parade cannot bellow. 

In feventeen hundred and fixty one, the Earl of 
Halifax was appointed to the government of Ire- 
land. It was in his adminiftration that the South- 
crn parts of the kingdom were firft difturbed by the 
rifmg of the White Boys. As thofe concerned in it 
were Roman Catholics, it occafioned for fome time 
a ferious and a general alarm. Deep rooted preju- 
dice and former jealoufies, ready to be awakened by 
any circumftancc which could be^r an unfavourable 
conftruflion, produced in the minds of Protellants 
the ufual efFeft, Though thofe of the better fort, 
from whom danger only could be apprehended, 
were not concerned in thefe difturbanqes, it was be-- 
lieved that, under a pretence of remedying publig 
grievances, a deep laid plot was formed againft the 
ftate. French and Spanifh emiflarles, it was faid, 
had been fent over to Ireland, and were aftually 
employed to affift by bribes and by their pcrfonal 
exertions in carrying it into execution. The{e 
were abfurd and groundlefs fufpicions. With re^ 
fpeft to the real caufe and objcdt of this commo- 
tion ; about the year feventeen hundred and thirty 
nine, the murrain broke out amongft the horned 
cattle in the Dutchy of Holftein. It foon fpread 
through the other parts of Germany. Holland 
caught the infcftion, from which it pafled over to 
England, where, for a number of years, it raged 
with uncommon mortality. 

Educated in the principles of religious liberty, 
and a friend to unlverfal toleration, George the 
Firft mitigated the execution of the pen^l laws 
againft Popery enaftcd in the preceding reign. 

George 
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George the Second followed his example'. This en- 
couraged the natives of the South of Ireland tb turn 
their thoi^ts to agriculture. The lands were in 
general occupied by thofe who cultivated them. 
Villages and hamlets covered the face of the coun- 
try, provifions were cheap, and the poor able to 
'procure for themfelves, with fome comfort, the ne«- 
ceffaries of life. But, from the caufe mentioned 
above, a foreign demand for butter and beef became 
uncommonly great. In proportion, thofe articles 
fofe in value, until at laft they grew to an immode-^ 
rate price. Hence, ground appropriated to grazing 
was more valuable than that under tillage. Cottiers 
being tenants at will, were every where difpofTefTd 
of their little holdings, which, in confiderable tradls^ 
-Were fet by the landlords to monopolizers, who, by 
feeding cattle, were enabled to pay them a higher 
rent. In this manner, even whole baronies were laid 
open to pafturage. Preffed by want offubfiftence, 
numbers of the poor fled to large cities or emigrated 
to foreign countries. Thofe who remained took 
fmall fpots of land confifting of about an acre each, 
at an exorbitant price, which they laboured, to pro- 
cure, if poflible, thfe means of fupport for themfelves 
and their miferable families. To leflen fomewhat the 
burdens by which they were opprefled, fome of their 
landlords granted them the liberty of commonage. 
The relief was but temporary, for fome time after, in 
breach of juftice and pofitive compaft they were de- 
prived of this privilege. Tythes and the fmall pric« 
given for labour, which, notwithftanding the en* 
creafed price of neceflaries, did not exceed the wages 
given in the days of Elizabeth, were circumftanceS 
which agravated their diftrefles. 

As the calamities of thefe unhappy creatures arofe 
principally fronj the extravagant price of land, a 

irtimber 
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number of th«m, either ignorant or indipttble of 
•the proper mode of redreis, had recourfe to illegal 
expedients^ to oblige ihe proprietors tp fef it oh 
jmord reafonabte terms. At night, cavered with 
white Ihirts, they affembled in parties, and turned 
«up the ground in different places. Bullocks, (everal 
of whona they deftroyed, wisrc particular objects of 
their refelitment. Bcfidefi tbefe, they levelled the 
-enclcfuVes of the comnlons, ind conjmilted various 
other ads of violence. As I have nientioned, an 
opinion immediately arofe and was ciFCulated, that 
this was the beginning of an infurfe<ftion againft go- 
Ternnient. Numbers of the rioters were appre- 
hended in the counties of Limierlck, Cork ie^nd Tip- 
|>€rary. Judge Afton was fcnt to try llhem on a 
^cial conxmiflion, but tiot for high treafon as feve- 
ral of the bills were intended. A few guilty of felo- 
ny wcf e condemned and executed. Thefe wretched 
flXtn^An&itad of being treated as obje<fts of compafli- 
on, whom extreme mifery hadfiorced into this uhwar- 
ranjtable oppofition to law, were profecuted in fome 
places with great fe verity. Afton did his duty, but 
in. the dtfcharge of it, would not violate the die- 
l^t«s of humanity: On his return from Dsublin, he 
^ms^ ^itneefs to a fight moft afie Aiiig and which he 
eauft Imipe beheld, wiifcthe higbcft fatisfed^icn. For 
{>bove ton milts. fcom. Clonmell, both fides of the 
rQad .were lined with men, women and childern, 
whi:>v ^5 '^ paflSsd.aioDg, kneeled down and fuppli- 
©ftt^ Heaven to bkfs him a^ tlieir proteAor and 
guardian angel. 

As their dtftrofs continued, the white boys perfe- 
vered in. their tumultuous proceedings. Many ex- 
amples were made. The idea of rebellion was ftill 
kept up. Without the fmalleift foundation, gentle- 
men of tiae fir ft rank were cliarged publicly with 

being 
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'bemg abettors o^ it. Lord'Dunboyte, Mr. Butier, 

and miany other gentlemisn of the county of Tippe- 

• rary were obiiged to fet oflf poft- to Dubliii, to enter 

bail, and protefk theriifeives from injury. 

'f HE Catholife of Waterford, in behalf of tllem- 
felv^ and their bfethreii, prefchted a petition to 
Lord Hertford, who was ehief governor in feventeen 
^huftdred and fixty fiVe, iri which, after declaring 
•therr peaceable demeanour and ^unfhaken fidelity to 
'Hie King and conftitutiori, they point out very inju- 
rious treatment to which fliey were ekpbfed^ by 
Talfe afperfioris lit refpe^ <6 their connexion with 
the ihfurgehts, and tne loyalty bf their principles, 
and ehtreat his iSxcelleney to take fhfem tind^f his 
prbteftion. Is it not very aftoniffttng, that during 
the courfe of thefe dilturbances^ which continued 
'tintll very lately, gevernriierit neitlfeir fet on fooi an 
enquiry to inveftigate their caufe, or took any pains 
to remove it? A gibbet will c*ut off a few individu- 
als Who difturb the peace of foctety. Of fuch -evils 
"as that abovd rtientioried, it is but d temporary pal- 
liative. Men borne dbwri by 6ppreffi«n> fo long as 

* « * * 

4heir*. (lifferings rertiaJni can neither be ccmtented 
-with their ftate, or 'amenable to law.: • 

Adieu. 
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TWO years fubfequent to the breaking out of 
the commotion which was tha firi>|e<St of my 
♦laft letter, patt of the province of Ulfter was di- 
fturbed by one of a fimilar kind, but which pro- 
ceeded^ in fome refpedls, from a different caufe, and 
was of much lliorter duration. 
' To the improvement of every country and utiBty 
of the inhabitants, good roads are ' of eflcntial advan- 
tage. 
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tage» But, in making them, juflice requires thst 
the trouble and expence fliould be divided in pro- 
portion to the circumftances of thofe who are to 
reap advantage from them. This equitable rule had 
not betn duly obferved by our legiflature. By an 
Q(f\» of parliament, the making and repairing high 
ways, in this country, wa$ formerly a heavy burden 
on. thofe of the lawer ftations* A houfe keeper who 
.had no horfe was^ obliged to work at them fix days 
in^the year* If he had a horfe^ the labour of both, 
for an equal time, was reqinred. by law. Befides 
this oppreffion^ the poor complained that they were 
frequently compelled to work at roads made for the 
. convenience of individi;als, which were of no man- 
ner - of ad vanti^gC; either to tbenifelves or to the 
public .^ . 

GuiDBD by ati impulfe wKicTi would not liften to 
the fuggellioiK of r^fon> ia feventcen hundred and 
fixty thrce^ they had rccourfe to a method that 
pointed put,, as they, thought, inimcdiate deliverance 
from thefe jbjirdfliips. Having been particularly 
irritated by a road propbfcd to be made in a.part qf 
the county of Artnagli, the .inhabitants of a parifh 
mor«^ immediately a&6ked by it rofe almoft unani- 
moUfly and declared they would make no more 
high ways of the kind* As a mark of diftinftion, 
they put oakeil brincbj^s iii theif; iiats, from which 
they called themfelves Oak Boys, Thofe particularly 
concerned in fuperintending tie\^. roads, and in re* 
pairing the old, were the firft objects of their refcnt- 
xnent ; but very foon they turned tihcir attention to 
other matters of complaint. The clergy, they 
alleged, exacted from them unreafonable tythes, the 
rent of their lands was more than they coult;} bear. 
Befides, there were difficulties to which they were 
fubje(^. As new grievances opened to view which 

they 
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ihey refolved to redrefs, the iuimber of their pte- 
^izans eficreafed. Theinfoftionwas communicated 
irom parith to rpartdi until it fpread to the couittles 
of Armagh, Tyrone, Dcrfy and Fermansfghr la 
their progrpfs, they exaAed illegal oaths and com* 
mi t ted other excefles fuch as might be expected 
from a popHilace under the influence of updireiSted 
p^fllon ^nd who had call off all fubordinatfon to 
law-. Parties of the military wfere coUcK^ed from 
the other province^, who, inia, few weeks, ^ifpflrfed 
the infurgents,^ and rcftored the public tranqiiilityii 
Happily not more than two or three lives t^re loft* 
Next fefljpn of parliament,- the road ad that had To 
juilly been complained fifia^oppidllve, wasirepealr 
cdj and a law enadted,^ accordittg to whicfi^ roads, 
in future, were to be made and lepaired byLa .tax to 
be equally. a(Jbfli4- upon thelaodsof both powand 
ndir ' . . . - 

Farewell. 

' L E T T E R LXXIX.. - 



FIVE fuceecding years afford nothing in the hit 
tory of this country which, merits attention. 
The adminiftration of Lord Towufhend in ferenteen 
hundred aijd fixty eight was diftinguifhed by a ma- 
terial change in. the conftitution. In early times the 
parliament of Ireland continued but for a year. 
Having difeharged the duties required of them 
^uring that period, our reprefentatives delivered up 
their delegated power into the hands of their confii- 
tuents to be difpofed of by them in the .manner 
moft agreeable againft the enfuing feffion. When 
we bok forward to latter times we .find the exift* 
ence of our parliaments prolonged, from the begin- 
uijag of each reign to the demife of the fovereigrt. 
Vol. IL X unlefs 
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ui»kf9 te chofe to:dHroIvfc it b;^ an txisrfibft df pre- 
togntivc; This muft fasVe been cotiMettd by tht 
fftapic as ft flagrant violation of their rights. Flrdm 
them^ their reprdfcntativeis derired thtir political 
dm^dMi The time of it's contintiancfe^ dependent 
tn the will of tbe cro\^, was atrfblutely fixed. 
Whcft expired^ the authority with which they wcfe 
inveft^ ctafed to exift^ 1( retamed longer, the It* 
giflatitc p6wer^ however fiipparted by tile pre- 
tended fanftfofi of theft own adt, was nm defcgat- 
ed{ being derived firbm? themfclves cofttr^ry to the I 

nature and to the bti^nat dedgn of the tniff, it wa$ \ 
iifurpation; . The natioa m reality bad a iftiitlber 
of felf created lawgiyersy not a Cngle Tepisrfefttafive. 
This ailiiihed power was -not onfy, kt the flrft \t^ 
ftame, deftrudive of aoradicaf prineiple t>{ the coti- 
flitiitbfi, but fooight in: every point of view, with 
moft pernicious confequences. From the monient 
of their dedtion, the commons became* almoflE wholly 
independent of the people. Temptations, entice- 
ing them firom the paths of honor aiid integrity, 
multipried. Self intereft had a full opportunity of 
facrificmg the pubHb welfare at the Unhallowed 
(hrihe of venalhy arid corruption^ 

GenrERifMEKT availed itfeFf of the advantage it 
had obtained and reduced to a fyft^oi ike method!^ 
of bribing the legiflative body under tbcj auipices of 
a banefol: minifter who drrefted the meafures of ad- 
mtniftration in the reign of George tTie Second. 
You n<)W behold a {Ightnioff cfifgraceful to the nation, 
ruinous to it^s privifeges and difhonourabte to the 
diarader of individuals. QueflSons in parlmment of 
the utmoft confequence to the kingdom determined 
by a majority, purchafed to fell their country by 
places, penfions and other pecuniary confiderations. 

VARiotrtf 
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Vxiiotis efiSarts were made to remedy this evil 
and to' bring back the conftitution moi« nearly to 
it's originEl priricipies* They had all been ineffec- 
tual, btit, in the government of Lord Townftend, a 
bill was trairfmitted for limiting the duration of par- 
liament to feven years ; it was returned with the ad- 
dition of a year. With thi6' alteration it paffed 
both houfcs and received the royal affent. From that 
time, out parliaments ar^ to bd odennlal. TMfi 
change iriuft qpcrate in behalf of the rights 6( the * 
people. &ill the legiftature tfre very much wUhia 
the rcich of. goverhrtictot and tempted to defcrt 
their duty by the arts of corruption- 

In coriCdqaence of the palfing of the oftcnhial 
bill, t&e purliament waA dilTolved and a new one 
elected, which met in Auguft' of the following year. 

This: fefiidn, an infriirgemerft, of Which they had 
freiqutotly compl^ned) dnd^ almoft in every in- 
ftance, ftrenuoufly oppofed, v^aft attempted by go- 
vernment, upon the privifeg^S of the comfmoni. A 
money bill ,that did not originate with thett Witt 
prefented tb'the houfe, They rejeAed it with be- 
coming fpirtt, after it had b^eh once read: Hia 
Excellency was much diflatisfied and prorogued 
them repeatedly until February fevente^ii hundred 
and feventy one^ This > year the North of' Ireland 
was difturijed by a new et)Mitioti6n of which I will 
give you an account in my next letter. 

Aditfa*: 

LETTER LXXX. 

THE rifing of the Steel Boys, as they wer<5 
called, proceeded from the following caufe. 
An abfentee nobleman enjoys a large cftate in the 
county of Antrim, which, about this time^ was out 

X a of 
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of Icafc. In place of an additional rent, he pro- 
pofed to take fines firom his tenants of an adequate, 
value. Many of thofe who at prefent occupied the 
land were not in circumftances to corfiply with 
thefe terms. The fines were paid by others who 
infifled upon a rent from the immediate tenants, 
greater than they were able to pay. In confe- 
quence, a number of them were difpofieiled. Being 
thus deprived of their habitations and of the means 
of fubfiftence, they became defpcrate, maimed their 
cattle and cxpreffed the ftrongeil refentment j^ainft 
thofe who were inftrumental in reducing them to 
the ftate of diftrefs in which they were involved. 

On£ of the infurgents, charged with felony, was 
apprehended and carried to Belfaft where he was 
confined in order to be tranfmitted to the county 
jail. Provoked by this treatment of their aiibciate, 
the fteel boys determined to interpofe and fave 
him by force from the punifhment with which he 
was threatened. Their defign was fpeedily known 
and approved by great numbers, who, to aflift in 
the execution of it, affembled at the pkce of ren- 
dezvous. Provided with the ofFcnfive. weapons they 
were able to procure, fevcral thoufands of them 
proceeded to Belfaft, to refcue the prifoner. 

When intelligence of this reached the town, it 
being refolved not to give him up, he was removed 
to the barrack, and placed imder the guard of a 
party of foldiers, who were quartered there. Shortly 
after, the fteel boys arrived and preffed forward to 
the barrack, firmly determined to accomplifti their 
defign. As an evidence of this, fome ftiots were 
aftually exchanged betwixt them and the foldiers. 
The confequence, in all probability, would have 
been fatal to many on both fides and to the town, 
had not a phyfician of highly refpe£table charadjter 

and 
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and leading influence interpofed, at the rifque of his 
life, and prevailed with thofe concerned to fet the 
prifoner at liberty. Being delivered up to his aflb- 
ciates, they marched off in triumph. One houCi 
only experienced the effedls of their refentment. 
Though many who were engaged in this enterprize 
returned home, and had afterwards no immediate 
connexion with the rioters, they ftill confifted of a 
confiderable number- It daily encreafed, Until the 
fame fpirit extended to the neighbouring counties. 
Grievances, pretty much the fame with thofe which 
had cnflamed the oak boys to infurredlion were now 
the fubjeds of their complaint, and the objedts of 
their pretended redrefs. Their cxceffes were like- 
wife in fome meafure the fame, but much more vio- 
lent. Befides the oaths which they exafted, and 
other leifer injuries fuftained by indivickials, they 
deftroyed houfes, and in fome inftances, were guilty 
of flagrant afts of inhumanity. Some of them were 
taken and tried at Carrickfergus, but whether from 
want of evidence, from fear of incurring the refent- 
ment of the populace, or from partiality in the wit- 
neffes and the jury, they were acquitted. On this 
account, the legiflature interfered and pafled an aft, 
by which all perfons indifted of fuch offences were 
ordered to be tried in counties different from thofe 
in which the excefles were committed. In confe- 
quence, fevefal of the fteel boys, againft whom exa^ 
minations had been taken, were carried to Dublin 
and put upon their trial. But fo llrong was the pre- 
judice conceived againfl this breach of a fundamen- 
tal law of the oonftitution^ that no jury there would 
find any of them guilty* 

SodN after the obnoxious aft was repealed. Re- 
flexion now took place, and the pernicious confe- 
quence of the principles and the ccmduft of the in- 

X 3 furgents 
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furg^tft b^gan to l>e viewed by the poo^e in a juft 
li^t. (^ce n)<^e feme of tfaem were tried in their 
refpedire counties. The iadrftments were proved, 
and they were condenMied ^nd executisd. Thefe 
examples, with proper exertions of the miUt^y^ ex* 
tinguiftied the commotion. 

Btj T the cHufe from wl)ich H »:ofe, and the fear 
of puai(hibent operating ftrongly on ^be itiincjlfi of 
many of the infurgents* and the indi^ience of their 
exanilple extending to their relatioxis, ta tHek friends 
and conne^on$, pr<ktticed effects that wfre pcrmar 
nent and highly prejudicial to this pountry. In a 
fhort time, many thouCand^ pf it'^ mhahit^iSLts emi-* 
grated to Anacrica, 

Far^wfll^ 

L E T T E I?. 

LORD Harcourt was chief goyernQi; of Ireland 
in fevicnteen hundred and fey^nty tl^ree. }i\$ 
efforts, in fupport oi the a^nfures €>( ^dmin)^atioq 
were fo powerful that the otppofuion in parliament 
to thofe of them which were confidered a^ nn- 
friendly to the national mtercf^ w^e. quite feeble 
;and unfuccefsful. But th^ commoi^, liQwever 
pliant to the wiflics of gayernment, were nbt alto-; 
gether infenfible to the general welmre* They faw 
the diificuhres isider wHch we laboured, and, in 
Decembet, upbn beii^ called up to the houfc of 
lords to be prefent at the paffing of'^ch bills as 
were- prepared for receiving the royal affent, de- 
clared to the lord beutenat, by tbcor fpealser, their, 
defires, with refpedl to them, int plain teirmsi Among 
ether particulars, they toid his E^^cellency that they 
hoped he would reprefent to the Kin^, the ftate of 
this nation, reftrifteci tn it^ comipcrde fircnn the 

7. -•' ' ftiort-fighted 
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Ihort-figljtcd . policy of> former thft^s, to -the great 
injury of the^kingdom aiid advantage of the rivals^ 
if not ecemits to Great ^itain. Th^y ppiiiSsd out 
to him that this hardOiip impofed upon us was^ not 
only impolttick hut unjuft,^in4'that they expelled to 
be reftored to fome, if not to att their r\ghfl5, whidi 
only eould jwftify therji tp their ponftitueots for lay- 
ing on thern (b many i^urdens^ during the courfi^ 
of the feflipn. But thi^ was f^of ,tbe fpafon of re* 
drefs, 

Adieu. 

* . . » - » •♦ • 

MANY years had elapfed iince the peace dF 
Ireland wgs difturbed by th^s c^amitles of 
war. It is favoured with a temperate ctims^te, witJi 
fi fruitful foil^ with a variety of excellent harfaourb 
with materials f^r man|ifaAiure,. imd prpvided wit]| 
)nhabitant9| a^tiye ipirited^ ami Intelligent. Not^ 
withilandin^^ it .was preiTed by difficulties the c^£l 
of which was. pointed oujt.iQ the addrefs of our parr 
liament to the lord lieute^wftt mei^ticmed in the con- 
clufion-of my laft letter^ 

FnoM ^ period fo resf^ot^ aji the reign ojF £dw^r4 
the Third^. Britift^Jaws werP 'CJjafted &voumble tf> 
«he trade of this cou^itry, E^ea. in her trealieip 
with forcigp princjBs, Bngia^ ffaM attention tQ jhp 
^mmercial interefts of frelafid. Thou^ pur intef- 
^tinc infurre^ions. were i^:gi¥iat ob^cle h^ theffs an^ 
^cry advantage wc enjoyed pQijdueivc t<> m^^n^l 
profperityi ow : fituation gra^aP'Sy :impr^^* In 
the time o^ Charts the Fk% ^ .^uftoms vi>ry c^ 
fideraWy epcreaf^^d iij Jheir ,y^e>^ The co^nn^idi- 
ties wc exported far exceeded Aofe we .imported 
^d 9jur (hipping was fuppofed to have encreafed an 

hiuidred 
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hundred fold. Manufaftures were fet on (oot^ 
laAdft btiimt taorc vaWable, there was not a Coun-. 
try in Europe in a more promifihg ftate of improve- 
ment 

The pernfciouS cffefts, with rcfpedl to the \^el- 
fere of the nation produced by the infurreftion of 
fifteen hundred and forty one, Would haVe had but 
a temporary duration. With the return of peace in- 
duftry would have rcftored our flatterirtg prbfpefts^ 
but the Britiih reftriftive laws enafted iri the begin- 
ning of the reign of Charles the Second eXtinguilhed 
them. We muft not fend our beef or live cattle to 
England, a privilege we had long enjoyed and which 
conduced much to our advantage, Wc nluft not 
export our commodities to the Americah colonies, 
nor bring commodities from thence without firft un- 
loading them in fome part of England, or of W^Ies. 
By the charters granted to trading companies we 
hsid been excluded from Afia. There is (carcely 
a valuable article of exportation or importation 
upon which reftridlionS were fiot impbfed, in refpeft 
to our Commerce, ^ith every nation df Europe. 

You recolleft that towards the latter part of the 
reign of King William, the parliament of England 
reftrained the exportation of o\ir woollen mtoufac- 
tures by dn abfolute prohibition. By this policy, 
tjot more cruel afid linjuft to Us, than linWife, with 
^refpe^l to themfetves, they forced thefe manufac- 
turi«S, hitherto, the principal fource of Our^^^ealth and 
induftry^ 'to France, - Germany and Spain. The 
Fr^ch, by means of Tmuggliflg, noW fupplied lix 
al)und4ftce with Irifli wdoly were not 6nly provided 
v4th* woollen fabriofe -^uiti fufflcient for their own 
cbhTuMptionj but vied with the Engliflliiii foreigh 
markets^ 

'■ -^' -WHfeir 
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Wh^k thus deprived of our 'woollen trade, it was 
generally underftood that England, by way of com- 
pcnfation, would encourage ouf Imen manufacture/ 
That fhe \^as fit tie intcrcfted in the fuccefs of this 
our principal remamlng branch of trade, is evident 
from the reftriftions ihe impofed on our printed lin- 
ens and failcloth and front the encouragement which 
ihc gave to foreign lineal. 

Farewell; 

LETTER LXXXm. 

THE fpirlt tefpe^JVing Ireland, which prevailed 
in England a few years fubfequent to the re- 
volution, more ftrongly appeal? from the following 
circumflance, than ev^n from the particulars al- 
ready adduced* Two petitions were preferred to 
the Britifli partiament ftating it as a lingular grier- 
fertcje, thit the markets of the petitioners were 
fpoiled by the Irifh being permitted to catch her- 
rings at Waterford and Wexford and to fend them 
.to the ftreights. 

How deeply the opprefiive laws of the Britilh le- 
giflature injured fhils country, appears from the re- 
cords of our parliament which met in fcventeen 
liundred and three. They complain of the total 
lofs of trade and of the decAy of our manufaAures.. 
In the fmallnefs <rf' the grants, the neglefted ftate of 
the country and in the addrefles of our iegiHaturc^ 
the poverty of fhe kingdom, for Succeeding years, 
IS confpicuoufly ievident. Dtftrefs and even de- 
• fpondency ili'ongly mark the latter part of the reign 
of Queen Awne. * The pernicious influence of war 
and of other caufes of national adVerfity are tranfi- 
cnt, the evils occafioned by commercial reflridions 
^a^c kfting, Ireland continued to be preflcd by dif- 
ficulties 
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ficulties through the ^wholc of the reign of Gogij^c 
the Firft. In hjb time, frequently, gnd once in thsU 
of his fucccflbr, the peppk .fuj9fepe<l nviferably by fkt- 
mine. If trade land nianufa<^ucas are /obflruftkod^ 
tillage muft decay as a neceflary lopn^eqaenpe. 

In fevcnteern hundred and fifty three and the 
following year the influx pf fpreigrt luxuries raiied 
the revenue fo confiderably, that the Jcingdpm was 
difencumbered of the national debt, This appear- 
ance of profperity was dclufive. The tafte for ex- 
pcnfive Kving which thea prevailed was moft extras 
vagant. Numbers of our principal merchants dealt 
upon credit. The balance of trade was ponfiderai^ 
bly againft us^ . f n a very ftiort time; the cfFed was 
viftble. Individuals failed. Government was obliged 
to interpofe, in fupport of - public gf^dit^ wWph tot-^ 
tered on the brink of deftruftioti. In prompting 4 
fpirit of induftry and reducing the price of provit 
fions, the bounty givel^ by parliament upon land 
carriage of corn a^nd flour tQ Dublin^ ^as q( fingulsff 
yfe. 

By the late war we were involved in great* >eXe> 
penee; a peace eftabliftiment v^ery pppreffiv^ fol* 
lowed; penfions cncreafed; th^ revenue declined-^ 
in confeiquence, a debt was €ont^afted by the na^ 
tioa, exceeding that difcliarged vfk feverftaen hundred 
and fifty four, be>iDnd all proportiop. - 1 

How huroiliatii^ and how depjoiafele mvft. l?avt 
been our fituation, during a fucceeding period, when 
it appeared that Ireland remitted to England for 
repts^ for intereft of money, for penfifin?, falafie^aijd 
profits of oiEce, afam doublie i>f 'wku (he gaiMd 
frpm. the whole world by tlie coaMw«:e which ftie 
,was permitted to oarry on through the iiidulg?^QP 
of Great ]^ritaU^. > ♦ ''..-.['.. ^ ^ ^ .^ 
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Such difcouiagernents as tho(e which oppt^efTcd 
our tmde nq poffible ^xettioiis could furmount. But 
in circumftances of this kind men become indifpofed 
to thofe efforts of which, in different circumftances^ 
they are capable. A gloomy profpeft relaxes the 
nerves of induftry, debilitate^ the aftive powers, the 
fpirit becomes deprefTed, without whiph it is imr 
po0ible to plan or to execute thofe fchemes condu- 
cive to national prpfperity. Men habituated to fuf- 
fering learn to bear their difficulties with a degree of 
indifierence. Sunk down into a ftate of infenfibi^ 
lity, the refentment againil their oppreflbrs, fo na* 
tural to the human heart, fui^ides % they even ceafe 
to complain* But in feventeen hundred and feventy 
eight the circumftances of Ireland, froni particular 
^aufes, were rendered fo peculiarly diftrefling as to 
excite in the minds of the pef pie a ftrong fenfe of 
th/sir unhappy fuuation* 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXIV. 

I^HE fame fpirit of dominatiom in Britain, by 
which Irilhmen had been fo deeply injured, 
attempted to te^ from the American colonies their 
natural and their chartered rights. They refifted, 
England determined to enforce her claims by the 
fword, and both countries were involved in the ca- 
lamities of civil war. There had hitherto been ex- 
ported annuaUy to America l^rge quantities of Irifti 
linens ; this very confiderable fource pf national ad- 
vantage was nqw entirely Ihut up- Under pre- 
tence of rendering it m^ore difficult for the enemy to 
Ibe fuppfied with the means of fuhfiftence, but in re- 
:aUty to enable t few Englifh rapacious contradtorsf 
to fuUill their engagements, an embargo, which con- 
tinued^ 



I 
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tinucd, wis in fevcnteen hundred and fevcnty fix 
laid upon the exportation of prdvifions from Ireland^ 
by an unconftitutional ftretch of prerogative. Re- 
mittances to England, oir various accounts, and par- 
ticularly for the payment of our forces abroad, were 
more than ufualty confiderable. Thefe immediate 
caufes being combined with thofe which were inva- 
riable and permanent^ produced in this country ca- 
Tamitous effefts. Black cattle fell very confiderably 
in thetf value, notwithftanding, purchafers could not 
be had. The price of wool was reduced in ftill a 
greater proportion. Rents every where feU, nor in 
many places was it poffible to colledt them. A uni- 
verfal ftagnation of bulinefs enfued. Credit was 
very materially injured. Farmers were preffed by 
extreme neceffity ; many of them failed. Numbers 
of manufafturers, reduced to want, would have pe- 
riled, had they not been fupportcd by pubFic cha- 
rity. Thofe of every rank and condition were 
deeply affeded by the calamity of the times. Had 
the ftate of the exchequer permitted, grants might 
have been made to promote induftry and to allevi- 
ate the national diftrefs, but if was exhaufted to a 
very tincommon degree. Ahnoft every branch of 
the revenue had failed. From want of money tfe 
militia law could not be carricd'into executio». Wi^ 
couM not p^y our forces abroad ; t& enable us to 
pay thofe at home, there was a neceffity of borrow* 
ing fifty thoufancf pounds from England. . The mo^ 
iiey which parliament were forced to raife, it was 
obliged to borrow at an exorbitam: intereft. 

Ek-ci^and, in it*s prefent fkte, was afFefted by 

the wretched condition to which our affairs were, re- 

-duced'. Individuals there who had eftates in Ireland 

were fliarers of the common calamity ; the attention 

ef lAdividual^ in ti% Britifh parliament was turned 

to 
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to our fituation, who had even no perfonal intcrcft 
in this country. 

In April feventeen hundred and fevcnty eight. 
Earl Nugent moved that a committee of the whole 
^oufe fliould be appointed to confider the trade of 
Ireland. He fupported his motion by obferving, 
that the condition of this country was deplorable; 
this was vUible. in the fallen purice of our lands, in 
the ruinous flate oi. our manufactures, and in the 
want which univerfally pre^led. He afked^ what 
power had behaved like England towards this kingr 
dom ? To r^rain by law, to confine the trade of 
one part of an empire for the benefit of another^ 
was a cafe unprecedented in Europe. The boufe of 
Auftria, France and Spain, cheriflied equally all the 
ftates (vAjdSt to their dominion* 

The motion was agreed to, almofl unanimoufly, 
by the Britifii houfe of comnK>ns. Thofe after<* 
wards, in confequence of it, brought forward, were, 
that the Iri(h might be permitted to export di* 
redly to the Engliih plantations or to the fettk^^ 
ments on the coaft of Africa, all goods, the produce 
or the manu&dlure of the kingdom, woo! and wool* 
!en manufa(9tures only excepted, c^ commodities of 
the growth or manufa£kure of Great Britain legally 
imported from that kingdom, as alfo foreign certifi- 
cate goods, under the fame condition. That all 
goods the produce of any of the Britifti plantations, 
or of the fettlements on the coaft of Africa, tobacco 
excepted, be allowed to be direftly imported into 
Ireland. That glafs, manufai^ured in that kingdom* 
be permitted to be exported from Ireland- to all 
places, England excepted. That cotton yarn, the 
manu(a£lure of Ireland, be allowed to be imported 
into Great Britain. The defign of the fifth was, 
that with refpedk to oiir i^ilcloath ajid cprdage, we 

ftioulcl 
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fliouid have the Cimt privilege. Thefe nations 

pafled unanimoufly; 

Ik courfe cf the debate Upon then!, it was ot>- 
ierved that notwithftanding the real diftreffes of thi$ 
country and the inf<}mtous Iaw6 by which we wcrd 
oppreiled^ we had entered into the fituation of Eng- 
land and (hewn a wiBirtghefs to affift her^ eVcn beyond 
our ability. One meml>er concluded his fpeech with 
declaring, that a braver^ a more gehdrous, or a 
more loyal people than the Irifh, were not to be 
foutid^ and that he therefore flatteted himfeif tTiat 
they would be treated according to tbeiT high de^ 
fertis. 

EiLL^ were framed on the motions mentioned 
above* 

The trading arid nianufafltirihg tbwni of Eng* 
land now took the alailrn. Any enlat^emfent of our 
trade they confidered not only aa prejudicial to their 
intercft, but an encroachment on their rights. It 
was their defirej that Irilhmen (hould iicitber be al* 
lowed to eicport their own cdnimodities^ or to im- 
port thofe of other countries. An inVafion of it^s 
rights, fimilar to thtlic of which we complained, wa5 
about to feparate for ever America from the Britifti 
Empine ^ infcnfible to the admonitten^ of this awful 
example^ in their conduft with refpedt to us, it had 
no influence. 

. Upon the meeting of parliament;, after the Eafter 
recefs, ' petitions were brought forward againft the 
intended indulgence to Ireland, and members in- 
ftru<Sked to the fame purpofe. Upon this occafion, 
a ridiculous circumftance occurred. Petitions ap- 
peared not only againft the other Irifli bills but that 
for allowing us to impart fail cloth into Great Bri- 
tain* Without the knowlege of the member /Who 
propofcd the bill, we had long enjoyed this indul- 
gence. 
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geftde, fi-dm wliicfi England received ti& injury. 
Ndthtng than this atftirdity cbuW place the linrea- 
fonable prejudtces of the pefitlonefs iil ^ 'fltore 
Itrikiftg poirtf of • t^icw. Notwtthllandin^^ tbetr 
complatrifs had the defired cfFedt. 

Upok the fecfortd reading of the hWts^ they were 
Warmly oppofed. Mr. Bourke fupported them with 
his ufual eloquence^ and with ftrong force of argu- 
fnenf. He faid, the navigattofil bilJs, pafled in the 
reign, of Charles the Second^ hM deprived treland 
of every incentive to Indaftry, aftd fhut up againft 
It every avenue fo wealth. Th^t yet^ Irclarifd had 
proiTloted the trttereft, arfd tJeferided the rights of 
Great Bri rain. ■ Slfc liad affifted irt comjuefbs,. front 
which (he Was to reap tio advantlgey Ihe had^emp- 
fied her treafury artd defolated her land^ to prov« 
her attachment and loyalty W this <^untryV" Fo^ 
this, reftrhSlion arid coiimierdal bondage had been 
hef reward- But, in defcribing her c'onduft atnd fi tu- 
ition, he pleacled not for pity, but dentanded juflice: 
The friffi requefled Britain to be wife, not to be 
getMfrouSrf • "ilie ^maHnefs of the Iridi ta:tes had, he 
feid, been pleaded againft allowing them the Bene- 
fits propofed- But, he obferVed, that if the mtdmal 
oplilence ahd e!jct<irritif advaht^es of bc^th countries 
were compared, if would be found that Ireland' paid 
taxes, in a Iqtjadrupfe proportion niore than Ehg- 
land. She ^as taxed beyond her Ability, and had 
itot the ntcans of payment.- With r ifpe€t to thofe 
who were- for excluding this country from ah equaf 
fliare of our frade^ h^ faid, they had a ftrange opini- 
on of the extent of the world, who thought that 
there was not room enough in it for the trade of 
two fuch iflands as Britain and Ireland. 

Aided by the influence of the minifter, the bills 
wefe committed, 'but violent oppofition to them 

continued. 
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contmyed, in confeqiffencc of which, they ^ere de- 
ferted by a number of thofe who had hitherto given 
them fiipport* The advantages obtained for Ire* 
land, oa this occaflon^- were pf little importance. 

Farewell 
' ■ *• . ' " 

LETTER LXXXV. 

■ * « 

THOUGH ,the late efforts in it*s behalf of the 
"friends of Ireland in the Britifh parliament 
had been unfuccefsful, they fenewed their attempts 
in our favour, previous to the Chriftmas recefs. 
They urged, that independent of all regard to juf» 
fice and liberality, jSngland, fppm n?ceffity, was 
called upon to remove the caufe of eur complaints. 
The tr.^e with America and pur colonies in that 
quarter of the glob^ was loft, it was therefore in^ 
difpenfible to unite in one point of intereft and .a& 
, fedion the remaining- parts of the empire for their 
mutual fupport .and, prefervation,. ^ Ireland, they 
feid, had hitherto been rpaffivie, bqt thcije w^s dan* 
gcr, if refufed juftice, that (he would recoil upon 
her jopprcffors and caft off the yoke of 4hofe who 
were iiffenfible to her calamities and determined ta 
drive Iier to extremities. That if this fhould npt 
happen, the tyranny of England wpuld be of little 
advantage to them, for the people pf this country^ 
on a peace, wpuld ikfert it -and <?n?igrate to 
Artjerifif, where they would carry ^Iqng with thenar 
thei*" . nianufaftures, arjts and induftry. '. Th^t by 
emancipating Ireland^ inftead of being merely deilv 
pot« of the foil and fuftaining an irreparable lofs,* 
they would ot>taln very confiderable advantages. 
They affrrted, that every benefit extended to 
this kingdom, would return back to ^rit^in vjrith 
accumulated intereft. Is it ^t, fay they, to facri- 

fice 
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fice the intcreft of England to the monopoly of par- 
ticular diftrifts or» to the clamours and abfurd preju» 
dices of any body of manufadturers whatever ? Sup- 
ported by thefe and other fimilar agruments, a free^ 
trade, that refpe<a:ing the woollen manufafturc ex- 
cepted, was demanded in favour of Ireland. The 
ftrength of oppofition reduced the profpeft of thef« 
advantages to a motion made by Lord Newhaven, 
in. February feventeen hundred and feventy nine^ 
that the houfe fliould refoive itfelf into a committee 
to confider of the fitnefs of granting to the Irifti 
a liberty of importing fugars dirc£tly from the Weft 
Indies. It was carried, but the manufadurers of 
Glafgow and of Manchefter petitioned againft this 
advantage defigned for the relief of Ireland. It was 
loft through the interference of the minifter who had 
hitherto taken no. part in the bufinefs but now ex- 
erted his influence in oppofition to it;. 

Before th^ clofe of the feflion, various effort? 
were ma^de, particularly by the Marquifs of Rock- 
ingham, to bring on again the affairs of this country 
before parliament. Miniftry were forced to give 
fome attention to them, nothingi more however 
could be obtained from them than ^ fort of compro- 
mifc^ Upon condition . that no farther attempts 
fliould be made, at prefent, in the bufmefs. Lord 
Gower, prefident of the council, pledged himfelf, a$ 
far as he could be anfweraMe for others, th^t, dur^- 
ing the recefs, a plan fliould be prepared for accom- 
modating the affairs of Ireland, to be laid before 
parlian^ent^ i^t ihc openmg of the next feflion. 
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LETTER LXXXVL 

MEAN while, in this country, the public dif- 
trefies encreafed and nutters haftened to a 
crifis. Every day we felt more fenfibly our un- 
happy fituation and the oppreflive injuftice of Eng- 
land which was the caufe of it. However, our feel- 
ings were in fome meafure fufpended by the hopes 
of relief, fo long as our affairs were under confidera- 
tion of the Britifli parliament; but when it was 
found that the EngliHi minifter, in whom we con- 
fided, had defer ted our caufe and that thefe hopes 
were vain, the difcontents of the nation, enflamed 
by difappointment, were exceedingly encreafed. 
Two laws had indeed beoi paffed in our fevour by 
the parliament of England, one of them permitting 
us to plant tobacco, the other for encouraging us to 
cultivate hemp. Thefe being confidered as a moc- 
kery, inftead of contributing to remove our diflatis- 
faction, were received with contempt. 

The admirable fpirit which in a fhort time was to 
retrieve the dignijy of the nation and to refleft upon 
it diftinguilhed honor, now began to appear. A re- 
folution was formed for refcuing us from the diffi- 
culties by which we were opprcfled, more effcftual 
than any hitherto adopted. To convince England 
that it was poffible for her to feel difagreeable ef- 
fedls of her tyranny and to fave a million of money 
annually expended upon articles brought hither 
from that country was a very defirable object. 
.. With this view, aflbciations which had been en- 
tered into in a few places fome time before for pre- 
venting the importation of Britifli commodities and 
to encourage our own manufactures became univer- 
fal through the kingdom. The public refentment 

was 
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was held forth to Intimidate thofe who might be 
difpofed. In tUi rfefpe£t, to prefer their ovirn private 
intereft to that of their country. Some who were 
(b bafe as to a<% this diflionourable part had the 
morttficadon to fee their' names publiifaed and their 
i:ondu€k cjdwbited as a mark for obloquy and for 
geneml indignation. In confequence of this efibrt 
of patriotifm, our manufajftures began' to revive 
and the demand for goods from England^ in a great 
meafure ccafed^ which produced there a difpofition 
to iiften to the cbrnplaints of this country, very dif- 
ferent from thistt which we had hitherto experienced. 

But there was ^ voice in favour .of our rights 
more diftindly heard, a voice which proclaimed 
through the land the injuries of Ireland and loudly 
demanded redrefs.. 

In confequence of our breach with America the 
Irilh coafts had been infuited and our trading (hips, 
unproteAed, taken by fheir privateers, The com- 
munication, even with England, wa^s in a great mea- 
fure obftruded. France had now determined to 
join her arms to thofe of America which rendered 
our fituation and that of ail of the other parts of the 
empire more critical. That Ireland would be in- 
vaded^ was more than probable. Thus cxpofed to 
danger we were deftituie of the means of defence. 
The minifter told us that the prefent ftate of Bri- 
tain was fuch as rendered her incag^afcle to proteifl: 
us. The weaknefs of governofient, frrtm the follow- 
ing circumftancc was ftrikingly cftivious. IPkt 
Mayor of Belfdft having tranfmitted a manorial to 
the lord lieutenant deicribing the unprotefted ftatc 
of the coaft and requcftiriga body of the military 
for it's defence, received for anfwcr, that he could 
afford him Ind . other affiftance' than half a troop of 
difmounted^horfe and half a company of invalids* 

Yz In 
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In this moft difagreeable fituation, a number of 
the inhabitants of this town, which had always been 
diftinguiflied for public fpirit, aflbciated for the pur- 
pofc of felf defence. The fame idea had been con- 
ceived in other parts of the kingdom. Upon this 
principle, a few Volunteer companies were formed, 
who chofe their own officers, purchafed their own 
uniform and their own arms, and, with the affiftance 
of perfons properly qualified, aflembled regularly on 
parade to acquire a knowledge of the military art. 
Such was the origin of the gallant band of patriots, 
unparalleled in the annals of the world, who, are the 
pride and the ornaments of our country, who have 
refcued it from bondage and difgrace, whofe virtues 
the hiftorian will tranfmit with merited cfteem and 
veneration to poflerity. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXVIL 

THE refpedable appearance of the firft Volun- 
teer companies, the motive which induced 
them to affociate, and the zeal which they difco- 
vercd to acquit themfelves with reputation in their 
new charaAer, attracted the pubfic curiofity, and 
procured for them univerfal refpedl. On no occa- 
fion was the influence of example ever more pow- 
erful. The fpirit was difFufed, and every day 
brought to them an acquilition of ftrength. Men 
of the firft confequence in the kingdom were proud 
of being enroled in their number. Perfons of credit 
and independent circumftances, inftead of thinking 
it difgraceful, confidered it as an honor to appear in 
t^e ranks. 

Their unexpcdtedencreafe prefented a new and 
animating obje^ to the view of thefe military pa-* 

triotfi. 
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triots. That their country fliould be grievoufly op- 
preffed by commercial reftridlions, and that it*s citi-, 
zens in arms fliould ufe no efforts for it's delivc-. 
ranee, argued a degree of inattention to it's welfare 
and to their own dignity, which appeared diftio-' 
nourable to their character. The thought infenfibly 
made a ftronger impreflion on their minds, and they 
began to fpeak out with freedom their fentimentff 
on the fubjeft. To defend the kingdom frojn fo- 
reign invafion was to preferve it from only a tem- 
porary evil, to be the means of opening to it a 
Iburcc of profperity. From which it had been long 
excluded, was not only to relieve it from immedi- 
ate diftrefs, but to procure for it a fubftantial and 
permanent good. From this animating idea new 
ardor was derived to the fpirit of volunteering, in- 
fomuch that at the conclufion of the year feventeen 
hundred and feventy eight our military aflbciations 
were fuppofed to amount to nearly thirty thoufand 
men. By this time a clear idea was formed of their 
principles, of their conduct and their importance. 
Whilft they profeffed theif loyalty to the King, and 
their refolution to protedt their country from foreign 
enemies, they called for the reftitution of our com- 
mercial rights. Thofe of them even in the moft 
ftraitened circumftances beftowed that expence and 
time neceflary to cloath themfelves and to learn 
the ufe of arms, with chearfulneft and with fpirit. 
Though fubjcdt to no control but inclination, they 
were perfectly obedient to difcipline. For fobriety 
and decent demeanour, their behaviour was not only 
unexceptionable but exemplary. They reftrained 
the irregular, fupprefled diforders, and maintained 
the execution of the laws with unanimity and with 
force, 

Y 3 A BODY 
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A BOD V of armed men, acquiring in a (hort fpacey 
filch ftrength and confequence, commanding the 
confidence and the fupport of their fellow citizens^ 
both able and difpofed to countcraa the unfriendly 
views of government with refpedt to this country, 
were to the ftate an objeft of aftonifhraent and vex- 
ation. In the infancy of the volunteers, they might 
have been fupprefled, but in their prcfent ftate re- 
fiftancf was vain. 

As the Volunteers could not be controlcd, fome 
efforts were made to bring them under the influ- 
ence of the crown, but they 'were treated with me- 
rited contempt* It being found impofiible cither to 
diflblvc or to prevail with them to comcide with the 
wiflieS of government, it now feemed moft cxpedi-- 
cnt to aflfume the appearance of treating them with 
Confidence. Accordingly, orda:^ were iiTued to Ac 
governors of the feveral counties to diftrihute among 
them fixteen thoufand ftand of arms* 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXJtXVIII. 

ENCOURAGED by the fpirit of the nation^ 
and preffed by the difficulties arifing from the 
reduced value of their eftates, the reprefentatives of 
the people began to entertain new views and to be 
infpired with different fentiments in refpeft to our 
flt nation. They met about the middle of (Xlober 
feventeen hundred and feventy nine. 

The fpecch from the throne produced in the 
houfe of commons a long and interefting debate in 
which the dtftrefles of Ireland were placed in a ftrik* 
tng light and the neceflity urged of adopting, immedi- 
ately, fome effedlual mcafure for obtaining relief. 
At laft> the fentiments of the houfe were very hap<^ 

pily 
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pily expreffcd by a member 'who moved that the 
addrefs propofed to his Majefly (hould be amended 
by thefc words, '* It is not by temporary expedients 
but by a free trade only that the nation is now to 
be faved from impending ruin.'^ The amendment 
pafled unanimoufly. The lords concurred. When 
the fpeaker carried up the addrefs to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, the ftreets, from the parliament houfe to the 
caftle, were lined by the Dublin Volunteers, com- 
manded by the Duke of Leinfter, drawn up in theif 
arms and uniform. The acclamations of the people 
as he paffed along, exprefled their wifties and thciif 
joy on this very fingular occafion. The pulfii of the 
nation beat high. A general e*pe£tion of redrefli 
was now difFufed, at the fame time, anxiety and 
fufpicions were entertained that there was danger of 
being difappointed by the fame.fp}rit 6f tyranny in 
England which had hitherto kept this country in a 
ftate of fuch humiliating and oppreffive bondage. 
That methods of compulfion would procure us juf- 
tice, was the only folid foundation of hope* 

Should our reprefentatives who held the nati^ 
onal purfc, grant the fupply as ufual, for two 
years, there was hazard, notwithftanding all our ef* 
forts, that Great Britain would fo l6ng continue her 
ufurpation. When the fupply was granted a pro- 
rogation of parliament rtiight fruftrate our wifhes. 

These were the fentimeritl which univerfaiUy pi'e- 
vailed and were echoed through the kingd<3m. In 
parliament, thofe of the court party were ayerfe t6 
the meafure. From refentment, the Dublin mob 
rofe, committed fevcral ^St^ of violence and threat- 
ened vengeance ^ainft thofe who ihould oppofe it. 
When the point came to be confidered, a majority 
of the ciomnKms, fome frdm principle and others 
from neccflity, appeared in fupport of it. A fhort 

money 
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money bill was paffed and tranfmitted to EnglancJ, 
where, though unufual and mortifying to the mitiH 
fter it paffed alfo. It was highly to the honor of 
the Irifli public creditors that they entered fo warmly 
into the wifdom And propriety of this exertion in fa- 
vour of the rights of their country, as to acquiefce 
chearfuUy in fix months fecurity, the period to^ 
which the nloney bill was limited. 

Such was the ftate of affairs in Ireland during 
the recefs of the Britifh parliament. It met in De- 
cember. A noble lord introduced the bufmefs re- 
fpcfting this Country into the houfc of peers. He 
complained that miniftry had been Ihamefully negli- 
gent with relation to it, at the rifque of the umcm 
and the profperity of both kingdoms. He faid that 
the time was critical ; that the Irifh were driven to 
defpair ; that the fate of their country had been 
committed to fortune, to dhance or accident. That 
the circumftances of Ireland were fingular which had 
long maintained^ for internal defence, a military 
force beyond her ability, of whi^h, contrary to royal 
faith, (he had been ftripped for the fupport of the 
American war in which (he had no concern, nay, 
from the principle of which flie had reafon to fear it 
would be applied to the fubvcrfion of her own con- 
ftitution ; that, in this ftate of weaknefs, the enemies; 
t)f the empire threatened her with invafion; that 
when (he applied to Britain for protedtion, the an- 
fwer, (he received was, ** you muft protect your-? 
felf.** Thus finding herfelf expofed and deferted, 
ftie w^ faved by the magnanimity of her fons, who, 
of every clafs, voluntarily armed and united to fave 
their country frorti deftrudtion. He obfcrVed, that 
the Irifh, now confclous of poffcfflng a force and 
confequence to which they were hitherto ftrangers, 
Ircfolved to apply it for obtaining advantages to the 

nation 
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nation of which, by this exertion of fpirit, they 
(heaved themfelves worthy. The government of 
Ireland, he faid, had been abdicated, and the people 
rcfumcd the powers which from them were origi- 
nally derived, in which they were juftified by every 
principle of the conftitution and by every motive of 
felf prefervation. Had the Irifli, fome time before, 
been gratified, in leffei: matters, they would have re- 
ceived the favour with thankfulnefs, but the feafon 
of reconciliation and of gratitude was now pad 5 
whatever the Britifli parliament might at prefent, 
grant, would be received by the Irifh not as a mat- 
ter of favour but of right. He then moved a vote 
of cenfure on his Majefty's minifters for their ne* 
gledt of Ireland. Though the motion was negativ- 
ed, in the courfe of the debate upon it, Earl Gower, 
who had now deferted government, declared, that 
there did not exift a fingle doubt in his mind tliat 
the cenfure contained in the vote was well founded. 
He faid, in his own vindication, that early in the 
Summer he had promifed that relief fliould be 
granted to Ireland and had done every thing in his 
power to keep his word, but that all his efforts had 
proved totally fruitlefs. 

In the houfe of commons, the minifter was 
ftrongly prefled on the fame fubjed. Befides the 
difficulties in which this involved him, he found 
h'mifelf greatly diftreffed by the (hort Irifli money 
bill. He now gave notice that in lefs than a week 
he would move for a committee of the whole houfe 
to take the affairs of Ireland into confideration*- 
Accordingly, on the thirteenth of December he 
brought forwards his propofitions relative to this 
country. Their defign was to repeal the laws which 
prohibited the exportation of Jrifti manufactures 
jnadc pf or mixed with wool and wool flocks, from 

I^elanct 
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Ireland to any part of Europe. To repeal fo much 
of t)ie aft of the nineteenth of George the Second 
as prohibited the importation of glafs into Ireland^ 
except of British manufacture, or to export glafs 
from that kingdom. To permit Ireland to export 
and import commodities to and from the Britiih co- 
lonies in America and the Well Indies and her fet- 
tlements on the coaft of Africa, fubjeft to fuch rcgu-^ 
lations and reflridtions as (hould be impofed by the* 
Irifh parliament. Influenced by the circumftances 
of the times, he now took a decided part in favour 
of Ireland. In fupport of the above propofitions ho 
entered into a train of argument which pointed out 
their propriety, their juftice, their neceffity. He 
now fpoke of our natural and inherent rights and c^ 
the advantages from a repeal of the reftri<Stive fla- 
tutes which would refult to both countries. Bills^ 
in cxadt conformity to the feveral particulars in out 
favour propofed by the miniller, were brought in 
and pafTed into laws* 

Farewell* 

LETTER LXXXIX. 

WHEN intelligence of the relief we had ob- 
tained from the commercial bondage by 
which we had been fo long oppreffed reached Ire- 
land, the picafure which the people felt on the hap- 
py occafion was expreffcd, univerfally, in the moft 
fenfible manner. Satisfaction appeared in every 
countenance. Our bright profped roufed the fpirit 
of the nation ;' induftry revived and things affumed 
a new face, even before we* could receive, in the 
way of commerce, any advantage firom Jthe free 
trade we had obtained. 

But 
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But when the feelings natural to men in fuch a 
jituation fubfidcd and refleiftion took place, the pub- 
lic mind began to be inffJired by the hope of obtain* 
ing a new and more important objed. 

It was fuggcfted that a free trade could be of lit* 
tic ufe, if held by a precarious tenure ; to be of any 
real advantage it miift reft upon a folid arid perma*^ 
tient foundation. 

The repeal of the laws by which England had 
confined our commerce was not a voluntary aft, 
but the efFeft of ncGeffity ; when that neccffity no 
longer exrfted, the Britifti parliament might recall 
the benefit we had received, and fetter our trade by 
new, perhaps more opprefliye rcftriftions. To fe* 
cure to us the advantages we at prefent enjoyed, fhc 
muft relmquifti her ufurped claim of a right to make 
laws to bind us, and reftore to us the privileges of a 
free conftitution. On the fpirit and the force of the 
Volunteers, whofe patriotifm Irifhmen revered, and 
which Britain, in the late inftance, both felt and 
acknowledged, the nation chiefly depended for the 
gratification of thefe defires. They were not de- 
ceived. No idea could be more pleafing to thefe 
guardians of our liberties, who determined to exert 
themfelvcs in a caufe fo beneficial and fo honoura- 
ble to their country, and fo worthy of the reputa- 
tion which they had hitherto maintained. The de- 
fire and the profpeft of obtaining f® glorious an ob- 
ject encreafed their numbers. They perceived that 
the time was moft critical. Befides the force of 
America, in her efforts to fubdue which (he had 
been hitherto quite unfuccefsful, England, without 
a fingle ally, had to contend with the united 
branches of the houfe of Bourbon, whofe fleets the 
preceding Summer rode triumphant in the Channel, 
whilft that of Britain, hitherto maftef of the ocean, 

was 
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was obliged to retreat to their own coafts for pfo- 
teftion. They faw that from the comparative weak- 
nefs of England, which was augmented by every 
acceffion to our military aiTociations, we could alone 
hope for a compleat emancipation. Here the cauft 
aild efFedl of the American war were pregnant with 
inftrudtion. It had originated in a determined re- 
folution of the Englifh to tax the Colonies without 
their confent. In the courfe of it, the Colonies hav- 
ing demonftrated by glorious and fuccefsful exer- 
tions that they were not to be dragooned into fla^ 
very, were offered by the mother country full fecu- 
rity with rcfpeft to the exclufive exercife, in future, 
of their legiflative rights. 

Other caufes had confpired to encreafe the 
number of our Volunteers. They had received the 
thanks of both houfes of parliament ; this fanftion 
induced many to enter their lifts, who, before, were 
fcrupulous to conne(5t themfelves with. a body of 
men that had armed without any pofitive law, or 
the interpofition of the ordinary magiftrate. The 
fame principle which had induced government, in 
the beginning, to endeavour to attach thofe to their 
intereft whom they could not direft, prompted them 
to engage feveral of their friends in the Volunteer 
caufe. Hence, feveral new corps were raifed. This 
objedt of dependence was a broken reed, for what- 
ever might be the views of the officers of thefc 
corps, the private men were animated by the fame 
attachment to their country which diftinguilhed their 
fellow citizens. Befides fafhion, a fenfe pf honor 
and of dignity, which was now infeparably uiuted 
.to the charader of a Volunteer, operated moft pow- 
erfully in favour of our military affociations. They 
were become highly refpedable, not only at home, 
but in the other countries of Europe. JmprelTJons 

to 
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to their advantage, which alfo contributed to render 
them more numerous were made by the neatnefs 
and the decency of their appearance. The ufe of 
arms rubbed off uncouth aukwardnefs and poliihed 
the addrefs and manners even of thofe of them who 
had been accuftomed to. the mod clumfy occupa- 
tions. 

Several publications tended to difFufe and to 
invigorate this patriotic flame. Of thefe, letters un- 
der the fjgnature of Owen Roe O'Nial, diftinguiflied 
by boldnefs of thought and expreffion, by a warmth 
of patriotifm and a call of original genius, engaged, 
particularly, the public attention. In promoting the 
intercft of the fame excellent caufe, the pulpit alfo 
contributed it's part* 

Farewell. 

LETTER XC. 

HITHERTO, the Volunteers had aded in de- 
tached companies. To facilitate the commu- 
nication of their political fentiments and of their de- 
figns and to give greater force to the caufe in which 
they were engaged, they now began to form them- 
fclves into battalions. In a (hort time, they were 
all united in this manner except a fmall number of 
corps who from their fituation, or fome particular 
reafon, continued feparate. The time was. arrived 
moft proper for declaring more openly, their opini- 
on and their determination with refpedl to the ftate 
of pubfic affairs. In general, the news papers 
teemed with refolutions from the feveral corps de- 
claring, that Ireland was afl independent kingdom, 
entitled by reafon, 'by nature and by compaft to all 
the privileges and immunities of a free conftitution ; 
that no power in the uniyerfe, except our pwn king, 

lords 
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lords and commotis, h^d or ought to have aufhdrity 
to make laws to bind us ; that in fupport of thefe 
our inherent rights and in oppofition to the ufurped 
claims of any foreign legiflature, they were deter- 
mined to rifque their property, thdr lives, every 
thing deareft to them upon earth. 

Notwithstanding, government fet them* 
felves ftrongly in oppofition to the enlargement of 
our conftitutional rights, and the majority of our re^ 
prefentatives were fervilely obedient to their diAatfes, 
But a number of the minority animated by a glow 
of patriotifm ufed every pofIU)l€ endeavour to gm- 
tify the wifties of the people, 
. One of thefe, revered for his abilities and mtcgri^ 
ty, moved in the houfc of commons, in April fcven- 
tcen hundred and eighty, " that no power on earth, 
fave the king lords and commons of Ireland, has a 
right to make laws to bind us." Every member in 
the houfe, one excepted, acknowledged the truth of 
the propofition, either in exprefs terms or by not 
©ppofmg it, and yet, however aftoniihing it may 
appear, it was evident that had the queftion been 
put, it would have been determined in the negative. 
The matter was compromifed. The queftion was 
not put, and nothing relating to it was entered on 
the journals. 

That our reprefentatives ihould permit them^- 
felves, from any motive, to be drawn into an incon- 
fiftence fo injurious to their own charafter and to 
the privileges and the dignity of the nation, fug-p 
gefted refletVions to the people ferious and alarm- 

wig. 

. Hitherto the Irifli irmy had been regulated by 

an Englilh aft of parliament * to place them under 

the dia^e^lon of our legiflature, a mtutiny bill, foon 

after^ ^affi introduced into the houfe .of commons ; it. 
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poffcd, but in England was made perpetual. The 
alteration was fubmitted to and the bill paffed into 
a law. This remedy was worfe than the difeafe. 

Men whom the ufe of arms, as a fepiarate and 
diftinft profeflion, does not detach from their coun- 
try, are the moft proper and the moft natural guar- 
dians of it's fafety and of it's privileges. Henry the 
Seventh of France to encreafe and to fecure the in- 
fluence of the crown, taught the princes of Europe 
to keep on foot ftanding armies. 

Thi-s engine of power, unknown by our com- 
mon law and 'moft dangerous in it's nature to the 
right of freenaen, was, from the beginning, in a par- 
ticular manner, an obje<St of fufpicion and of jea- 
loufy to the Engiilh parliament. This ftrongly ap- 
pears from their mutiny bill, calculated, as much as 
poffible, for bringing the army under their own con- 
trol. By it, they limit it's number and determine, 
fwrecifely, the regulations by which it is governed. 

That in cafe the power derived from this law 
Ihould be abufed, they might be able more imme- 
diately to interpofe and reftrain the influence of 
the crown, they have always confined it's duration 
within the limits of a year. If in Great Britain, 
thefe precautions were neceflary, they were ftill 
more fo with refpe<ft to us. To furnifti his Ma- 
jefty with perpetual regulations for governing the 
army, and thus encreafe, fo confiderably, his power 
over it, in a country where he enjoys fo large an 
hereditary revenue, was thought to be moft dan- 
gerous to our liberties, and excited much diflatisfac- 
tion. This was very much encreafed by two un- 
fuccefsful attempts made in the houfe of commons, 
refpedting our liberties, one, for obtaining an at£l to 
modify Poynings' Law, and the other, to fecure the 
independence of the fudges. The nation, at the be- 
ginning 
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ginning of the feflion, entertained moft flattering ex- 
pectations of the benefits which the kingdom would 
receive from the fpirited condudt of parliament; 
the difhonourable conclufion of it, created univerfal 

difguft. 

Adieu. 
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E VIEWS were now thought neccflary for 
^ ^ teaching the Volunteers to aft together in 
iTrger bodies, for giving a ftronget idea of their 
confcquence, for placing them to their fellow citi- 
zens in a more confpicuous light, and thus furnifli- 
ing them with an opportunity and with a new in- 
centive to acquire a more accurate knowledge of 
the ufe of arms. In Spring, meetings of delegates 
having taken place, at which all the neceflary parti- 
culars refpefting them were adjufted, there were re- 
views in different parts of the kingdom during the 
courfe of the Summer feventeen hundred and eighty. 
In their march, on thefe occafions, and in the places 
where they were reviewed, free quarters and enter- 
tainment were provided for them by the people 
with chearfulnefs, and with thofe lively fentiments 
of gratitude due to thofe generous patriots who had 
already obliged them ttkA effentially and to whom, 
from the expeftation of their future ftill more fpi- 
rited exertions, they looked up as the favburs of 
their country. Confidering that they were young 
foldiers, and that their many avocations neceffarily 
divert^ their attention from the military art, they 
acquitted themfelves, in the field, with much repu- 
tatioti. The fpedators, who, in general, were ve- 
ry numerous, were ftruck by the novelty and the 
grandeur of the fight, and cxpreffed, in the moft 

(enfible 
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fenfiblc manner, their pleafure and fatisfaftton. If. 
the people were gratified by the appearance, by the 
cxpertnefs, the fpirit and examplary conduft of the 
Volunteers upon occafion of thefe military exhibi-> 
tions, the Volunteers were, highly entertained with 
them, were infpired by new life and vigour and de- 
termined to render themfelves ftill more worthy of 
the applaufes of their countrymen. The addrcfle$ 
to the reviewing generals and their other publicati- 
ons coming from more numerous and more refpec- 
table bodies tended to make a deeper impreffion. 
Some of them were indeed more feeble, but even 
thefe, inftead of injuring, ferved the common caufe ; 
the public received them with great diflatisfaflion 
and cenfured them feverely, by which the authors 
of them were taught to be afhamed of their conduft 
and naturally infpired with more honourable fenti- 
ments. It was therefore dcterrniried that review^ 
(hould be annual. 

The Volunteers having ftill continued to en-^ 
fcreafc, the reviews in Summer feventeen hundred and 
eighty one, were more numerous and more ftriking. 
It appeared that thofe belonging to the corps which 
had affociated more early were better appointed and 
confiderably improved in military difcipline. At 
Belfaft., there were reviewed more than fiv,e thou- 
fand men whofe appearance and refpedlable perfor- 
mance were fet off to peculiar advantage by the difc 
play of thirteen pieces of cannon. 

In the beginning of Autumn, our military aflbcia 
ations gave a new proof .of their magnanimity. Mi- 
niftry fufpeded that the combined fleet which had 
been for fome time in the Chaiincl, defigned to in- 
vade Ireland and cpmrrlunicated their apprehenfions. 
The moment this intelligence arrived, the Volun- 
teers aflembled^ and, from all quarters, mad? aa 

Vol. II. Z offer 
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offer of their afliftancc to government. They ftep- 
ped forward with alacrity and did duty in fome of 
the garnfoned towns, in place of the foldiers whom 
it had been neceffary to call off to more diftant 
parts of the kingdom. From the fpirited emulation 
which they difcovercd in this emergence, in behalf 
of the public fafcty, there is not the lead doubt, had 
the landing of the enemy rendered their fervice ne- 
ceflary, but they would have acquitted themfelves 
with the fame honor by which they had hitherto 
been diftinguiflied, in every inftance of their con- 

dua. 

For their behaviour, on this occafion, they re- 
ceived, a fecond time, the thanks of both houfcs of 
parliament. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XClk 

IT wa^ during the adminiftration of Lord Buck- 
inghamlhire that the Volunteer aflbciations had 
commenced and rifen to fuch confequence. The 
Britifh miniftry fuppofed that his exertions in oppos- 
ing them might have been more vigorous ; he was 
therefore recalled and Lord Carlifle made chief go- 
vernor of Ireland. If Lord Carlifle entertained any 
hopes of breaking the fpirit of the nation, experi- 
ence foon convinced him they were vain. But he 
had the addrefs to diredt moft efFedtually our parlia- 
jnent. The preceding feflion, an addrefs had been 
tranfmitted for a free trade ; a ftiort money bill had 
paffed and one for regulating the army ; that which 
met the following Winter under his aufpices, did, 
m every fingle inftance, coincide with the wi flies of 
government. The attempts which were made, by 
the minority, to obtain a repeal of the obnoxious 

part 



OF IRELAND. 3^5 

part of the mutiny bill and a modification of Poyn- 
ings' Law, every effort in favour of the rights of the 
people was altogether inefiedtual From evil fignal 
advantages are frequently educed. A partial com* 
pliance with the wiJhes of the nation might have fa» 
tisfied the lefs difcerning of our patriots and infcnfi- 
bly cooled the ardor of the reft, but fuch intolerable 
treatment roufed their refentment and produced a 
glorious exertion which emancipated our country^ 
It originated with the officers of the Southern battar 
lion of the Armagh regiment commanded by th« 
Earl of Charlemont. Thefe advocates for their 
country's caufe, at a meeting on the twenty eighth 
of December, entered unanimoufly into the follow* 
ing refolutions which were ordered to be publiflied. 

" Resoi,ved, that with the utmoft concern, we 
behold the little attention paid to the conftitutional 
rights of this kingdom by the majority of thofe 
whofe duty it is to eftablilh and preferve the fame. 

" Resoi,ved, that to avert the impending dan- 
ger from the nation, and to reftore the conftitution 
to it*s original purity, the moft vigorous and effec- 
tual methods muft be purfued, to root corruption 
and court influence from the legiflative body. 

^' Resolved,, that to open a path towards the 
attaining of this defirable point, it is abfolutely re- 
quifite that a meeting be held in the moft central 
town of the province of Uifter, which we conceive 
to be Dungannon, to which faid meeting every Vo- 
lunteer affociation of faid province is moft earneftly 
requefted to fend delegates, then and there to de- 
liberate on the prefent alarming fituation of public 
affairs and to determine on and publilh to theip 
country what may be the refult of faid meeting. 

*' Resolved, that as many real and lafting ad* 
vantages may arife to this kingdom, from faid in*- 

% Zi tende4 
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tended meeting being held before the prefent fcffioit 
of parliament is much farther advanced, Friday, the 
fifteenfh day of February next, is appointed for faid 
meeting at Dungannon." 

The novelty and the boldnefs of thefe refolutions 
aftonifhed the public. Government and it's friends 
highly offended at the fevere reflections caft upon 
parliament and apprehenfive of the confequences, 
ufed every means to prevent the intended meeting. 
A few, defperate in their views and loft to all prin- 
ciple wilhed that it fhould take place and by the vio- 
lence of it's proceeding fhock the feelings of the 
more moderate, by which miniftry would be fur- 
niftied with a reafon for taking the moft efFettual 
method to diffolve our military aflbciations. Many 
of their warmeft friends apprehenfive of this, or of 
fome other confequence prejudicial to the common 
caufe, wiftied earneftly that the meeting had not 
been called. A number, fupported in their opinion 
by that of the people in general, applauded the de- 
fign, filled with ftrong hopes that the refult of it 
wo lid be conducive to the public good. That this 
might be the cafe, the moft prudent methods were 
taken by a few equally diftinguiflied by their dig- 
nity of ftation and their patriotifm. 

Whilst the minds of men- were thus varioufly 
afFefted, the fifteenth of February arrived. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XCIII. 

m 

THE reprefentatives of a hundred and forty 
three corps attended at Dungannon. What 
follows was the refult of the deliberations of that 

.memorable affembly^ 

•*. Whereas 
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" Whereas it has been affcrted that Voluntf^ers, 
as fuch, cannot with propriety debate or publifli 
their opinions, on political fubjedts, or on the con- 
duft of parliament, or public men. 

" Resolved unanimoufly, that a citizen by 
learning the ufe of arms does not abandon any of 
his civil rights. 

** Resolved unanimoufly, that a claim of any 
body of men, other than the king, lords and com- 
mons of Ireland, to make laws to bind this king- 
dom, is unconftitutional, illegal and a grievance. 

** Resolved, with one diffenting voice qhlv, that 
the powers exercifed by the privy council of both 
kingdoms, under, or under colour or pretence of the 
Law of Poynings, , arc unconftitutional and a griev- 
ance. >, 

" Resolved unanimoufl)^ that the ports of this 
country, are, by right, open to all foreign countries, 
not at war with the king, and that any burden 
thereupon, or obftruftion thereto, fave only by the 
parliament of Ireland, are unconftitutional, illegal 
and a grievance. 

" Resolved, with one diffenting voice only, that 
a mutiny bill, not limited in point of duration from 
feffion to feffion, is unconftitutional and a griev- 
ance. 

" Resolved unanimoufly, that the independence 
of jndges is equally efferitial to the impartial admi- 
niftration of juftice in Ireland as in England, and 
that the refufal or delay of this right to Ireland, 
makes a diftinftion where there fliould be no di- 
ftindlion, may excite jealoufy where perfedt union 
ftiould prevail, and is, in itfelf, unconftitutional and 
a grievance. 

" Resolved, with eleven diffenting voices only, 
that it is our decided and unalterable determination 

Z 3 to 
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to feck a redrefs of thcfc grievances, and we pledge 
ourfelves to each other and to our country, as free- 
holders, fellow citizens and men of honor, that we 
will, at every enfuing eledtion, fupport thofe only 
who have fupported and will fupport us therein, and 
that we will ufe all conftitutional means to make 
fuch our purfuit of redrefs fpeedy and effeAual. 

" Resolved, with one diffenting voice only, that 
the right honourable and honourable the minority in 
parliament, who have fupported thefe our conftitu- 
tional rights, are entitled to our mod grateful 
thanks, and that the annexed addrefs be figned by 
the chairman and publifhed with thefe refolutions. 

" Resolved unanimoufly, that four members from 
each county of the province of Ulfter, eleven to be 
a quorum, be and are hereby appointed a commit- 
tee till next general meeting, to adk for the Volun- 
teer corps here reprefented, and, as occafion fhall 
require, to call general meetings of the province.** 
The committee were appointed. They then 

" Resolved unanimoufly, that the committee be 
and are hereby inftrufted to call a general meeting 
of the province, within twelve months from this 
day, or in fourteen days after the. diffolution of the 
preferit parliament, fliould fuch an event fooner take 
place. 

*' Resolved unanimoufly, that faid committee do. 
appoint nine of their members to be a committee in 
Dublin, in order to communicate with fuch other 
Volunteer aflbciations in the other provinces, as may 
think proper to come to fimilar refolutions, and to 
deliberate with them on the moll conftitutional 
means of carrying them into effed." 

Portugal, moft unjuftly, had refiifed to admit 
to entry certain Irifli commodities, in refpedk to 
which the delegates 

^ Resolved, 
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" Resolve© unanimoufly, that the court of Por- 
tugal had afted towards this kingdom, being a part 
of the Britifli empire, in fuch a manner as to call 
upon them to declare and to pledge themfelves to 
each other, that they would not confume any wine 
of the growth of Portugal, and that they would, to 
the extent of their influence, prevent the ufe of faid 
wine, except the wine at prefent in this kingdom, 
until fuch time as our exports fliould be received in 
the kingdom of Portugal, as the manufadures of 
part of the Britifli empire." 

Policy had begun to infpire more favourable 
fentiments with refpeft to the Roman Catholics, in, 
confequence of which our legiflature had afforded 
them fome, and were about to afford them farther 
relief from the oppreflions under which they had hi- 
therto laboured. With a view to thefe adls of ju- 
ftice and humanity, the delegates added the two 
following refolutions. 

^^ Resolved, with two diflenting voices only to 
this and the following refolution, that we hold the 
right of private judgment, in matters of religion, to 
be equally facred in others as in ourfelves, 

" Resolved, therefore, that as men and as Irifli- 
men, as Chriftians and as Proteftants, we rejoice in 
the relaxation of the penal laws againft our Roman 
Catholic fellow fubjedls, and that we conceive the 
meafure to be fraught with the happieft confcquen- 
ces to the union and the profperity of the inhabi- 
tants of Ireland." 

The following was the addrefs agreed upon to 
the minority in both houfes of parliament. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" We thank you for your noble and fpirited, 
though hitherto inefFeAual efforts in defence of the 

great conftitutional and commercial rights of your 

country 
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country. Go on. The almoft unanimous voice of 
the peonle is with you, and, in a free country, the 
voice of the people mull prevail. We know our duty 
to our fovereign and are loyal ; we know our duty to 
ouiO Ives and are refolved to be free. We feek for 
our. rights and no more than our rights, and, in fa 
juft a purfuit, we (hould doubt the being of a Pro 
vidt^nce, if we doubted of fuccefs." 

The provincial committee having metand chofen 
the memb'-rs of the national committee for the pro- 
vince of Ulfter, unanimoufly refolved. 

*' That the corps of this province not reprcr 
fented at the meeting held this day, be and they 
are hereby invited to join in the refolutions of faid 
mf^eting and to become members of the faid alTocia- 
tion on the mod equal footing. 

" That fuch corps as may choofe to join the 
faid aflbciation, be and they are hereby requefted to 
communicate their intentions to our fecretary." 

The public waited with anxious and impatient 
folicitude for intelligence of thefe tranfaftions. 
"When they were made known and it was found that 
they were equally diftinguifhed by fpirif, by wifdom 
and moderation, the frierids of their country exulted 
with joy anticipating the noble effedts they were 
likely to produce. The unexpedled refolutions in 
favour of the Roman Catholics were applauded as 
moft honourable to Proteftants and as promifmg an 
acceffion of ftrength to the caufe of liberty, 

The addrefs was univerfally admired. Miniftry 
were chagrined and difappointed. They might have 
forefeen that their caufe was defperate and that the 
wifhes of the people muft now be gratified. But, 
they determined to iidl on the fame piinciples and 
were fupported with zeal, as ufual, by their friends 
in parliament. So great w^s their ftrength, which 

Jhey 
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they difplayed in all it's force, without any fceming 
apprchenfion of the confequence, that upon the fe- 
veral conftitutional qucftions, which again became 
the fubjpfts of difcuflion, they obtained an eafy vic- 
tory. Two things which occurred in parliament 
made a very deep impreffion. 

In a debate concerning the exclufive legiflative 
privileges of Ireland, a member in the fervice of go- 
vernment who filled a high department in the law, 
fpeaking of the afts impofed upon us bf England, 
aflerted, " that power conftituted right.'* A motion 
that it rtiould be declared that the commons were 
the reprefentatives of the people, was negatived. It 
was felt that if the former of thefe was true, then 
Iriflimen were not only flaves, but that their matters 
were defpots on principle. The latter led to a fuf- 
picion that the commons had renounced tUeir con- 
nexion with their conftituents and did not confidcr ' 
themfelves as the delegated guardians of their pro- 
perty and their liberties. By thefe means the difTa- 
tisfadion of the nation was aggravated, but it's de- 
liverance fall approached. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XCIV. 

BY. this time, the Dungannon refolutions had 
operated with a force adequate to the moft 
fanguine expeftations of our patriots. They werfc 
adopted by the Volunteers of every province with a 
unanimity and zeal approaching to enthufiafm. The 
friends of government and thofe who had been hi- 
therto luke warm were borne down, irrefiftibly, by 
the torrent, and began to ftand forth as zealous 
champions for the conftitution and the rights of their ^ 
<X)untry, 

The 
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The committees of correfpondencc which Were 
appointed, and more particularly, the national com- 
mittee now compleated by members delegated from 
the corps of Leinfter, Munfter and Connaught, were 
the centre of communication to which the fentlments 
of the different aflbciations were conveyed and by 
which all the parts of the great body were united. 

Immediately after the meeting at Dungannon, 
an affociation was formed and publiflicd in the name 
of the nobility, reprefentatives, freeholders and in- 
habitants of the county of Armagh wherein they 
fet forth, that it was now neceffary to exprefs their 
fentiments refpedting the fundamental and un-^ 
dcfubted rights of this nation. By a feafonabfc ap- 
nlication, to terminate any anxious jealoufy and pre* 
\ent the poflibility of any future conteft, they de- 
cared, that in every fituation of life and with all the 
rr cans in their power, they would affcrt and main* 
tan the conftitutional right of this kingdom to be 
governed by fuch laws only as were enadted by the 
King lords and commons of Ireland, and that they 
would in every inftance, uniformly and ftrenuoufly,^ 
oppofe the execution of any ftatutes, except fuch as 
derived authority from faid parliament; pledging 
themfelves. to their country and to one another, to 
fupport with their lives and fortunes, this their fo- 
lemn declaration. 

The declaration of Armagh was adopted by fe- 
veral counties ; from the reft appeared other publica- 
tions equally exprcfiive of a determined purpofe to 
vindicate the conftitutional rights of Ireland. Grand 
jfuries, cities, towns, corporations, parifhes, all ranks 
and degrees of men, animated by the fame fenti- 
ments and with united voice fpoke out boldly in be- 
half of the privileges of their country. A more uni- 
verfal,. more warm and fpirited concurrence in fa- 
vour 
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▼our of liberty is not to be found, even from the 
carlicft period, in the hiftory of any nation in the 
world. 

Irishmen now faw with joy the fpeedy approach 
of the confummation of all their wifhes. It was 
haftened by a removal of the Britifli miniftry, whofe 
precipitate counfels had loft America and fufpended 
the fafety of England, on the brink of deftruAion. 
Thofe fubftituted in their place, both in England 
and in this country, were more diftlnguiflied by po- 
litical wifdom, and aftuated by more liberal princi- 
ples of government. The Duke of Portland, whofc 
anceftor was intimately connedled with our Great 
Deliverer and a warm friend of the revolution, was 
fent to prefide in the affairs of Ireland. He came 
over the beginning of April feventeen hundred and 
eighty two. As meafures, not only on the other 
fide, but with refpedt to this country were totally 
(changed, fhortly after his arrival, he fent a meffage 
to parliament, acquainting them, that he had it in 
command from his Majefty to inform them, that his 
Majefty being concerned to find that difcontents and 
jealoufies were prevailing among his loyal fubjcdts 
of this country, upon matters of great weight and 
importance, he recommended to parliament to take 
the fame into their moft ferious confideration, in or- 
der to fuch a final adjuftment, as might give mutual 
fatisfaAion to his kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

A LONG peiriod had elapfed fince Irifhmen had 
heard fuch language as this froip the throne. Our 
patriots rejoiced. Even the moft venal, delivered 
from temptation to facrifice their integrity to felfifli 
motives, might now freely adt the part moft condu- 
cive tQ the public good. 

The 
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The commons, unanimoufly, rcprefented their 
own fentiments and thofe of the nation concerning 
the ftate of the kingdom, in an addrefs to the 
throne, in which, after thanking his Majefty for his 
gracious meflage, and declaring their attachment to 
his pcrfon and government, they aflure him, that 
his fubjeAs of Ireland are a free people, that the 
crown of Ireland is an imperial crown, infeparably 
annexed to the crown of Great Britain, on which 
connexion, the interefts and happinefs of both na- 
tions eflentially depend : But that the kingdom of 
Ireland is a diftinft kingdom, with a parliament of 
her own, the fole legiflature thereof; that there is 
no body of men competent to make laws to bind 
this nation, except the king, lords and commons of 
Ireland, nor any other parliament which hath any 
authority or power, of any fort whatfoever, in this 
country, fave only the parliament of Ireland. They 
aflure his Majefty, that they humbly conceive, that 
in this right the very effence of their liberties did 
cxift, a right v/hich they, on the part of all the peo- 
ple of Ireland, do claim as their birthright, and 
which they cannot yield but with their lives. They 
aflure his Majefty, that they had feen, with concern, 
certain claims advanced by the parliament of Great 
Britain, in an aft, entitled an aft for the better fc- 
curing the dependency of Ireland ; an aft contain- 
ing matter entirely irreconcileable to the fundamen- 
tal rights of this nation. They inform his Majefty, 
that they conceive this aft and the claims it advan- 
ces to be the great and principal caufe of thedifcon- 
tents and jealoufies in this kingdom. They aflure 
the King, that hi^ Majefty's commons of Ireland do 
moft fmcerely wifti, that all bills which become taw 
in Ireland, fliould receive the approbation of his Ma- 
jefty, under the feal of Great Britain, but that yet 

they 
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they confider the practife of fuppi^fling our bills in 
the council of Ireland, or altering the fame any 
where, to be another juft caufe of difcontent and 
jealoufy. They affure his Majefty, that an aft, en- 
titled an adt for the better accommodation of his 
Majefty's forces, being unlimited in duration, and 
defeftive in other inftances, but pafled in that fhape 
from the particular circumftances of the times, is 
another juft caufe of difcontent and jealoufy in this 
kingdom. They inform his Majefty, that they had 
fubmittcd thefe, the principal caufes of the prefent 
difcontent and jealoufy of Ireland, in humble ex- 
peftation of redrefs. They exprefs their confi- 
dence and fatisfa6tion in his Majefty*s wifdom, in 
the choice of the chief governor he had made, and 
in the conftitutional councils which he had adopted* 
They conclude with afluring the King that they 
were more confident in the hope of redrefs, as the 
people of Ireland had been and were not more dif- 
pofed to ftiare the freedom of England than to fup- 
port her in her difficulties and to fhare her fate. A 
fimilar addrefs was moved and. agreed to unani- 
inoufly in the houfe of lords. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XCV. 

IN the fpeech of the Lord Lieutenant, foon after 
to both houfes, he informed them, that he was 
enabled, by the magnanimity of the King, and by 
the wifdom of the Britifh parliament to aflure them, 
that immediate attention had been paid to their re- 
prefentations, and that the Icgiflature of Britain had 
^concurred in a refolution to remove the caufes of 
their difcontents, and were united in a defire to gra- 
tify every wifh expreffed in the late addreffes to the 

throne ; 
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throne ; that, in the mean time, his Majefty was 
gracioufly difpofed to give his royal aiTent to ads 
to prevent the fuppreffing of bills in the Irifli privy 
council and to limit the mutiny bill to the term of 
two years. 

In the addrefs of the commons, confequent to 
thefe moll agreeable affb ranees, having exprefled 
^ their fenfe of the King's magnanimity in paying 
fuch early attention to their reprefentations, and of 
the wifddm of the Britilh parliament, they acquaint 
his Majefty, that they conceived the refolution for 
an unqualified repral of the Sixth of George the 
Firft to be a meafure of confummate wifdom and 
juftice fuitable to the dignity and eminence of both 
nations, exalting their charafter and furniftiing a 
perpetual pledge of their mutual amity. They in* 
form his Majefty that they would prepare bills to 
fatisfy the wifties of his people, and affure him, that 
when gratified in thefe particulars, no conftitutional 
queftion betwixt the two nations would any longer 
exift to interrupt their harmony, and that Great 
Britain, as ftie had approved their firmnefs, flie 
might rely on their affeftion. They declare that 
common intereft, perpetual connexion, the recent 
condudk of Great Britain, a native afFeftion to the 
Britidi name and nation, together with the conftitu- 
tion which they had recovered and the high reputa* 
tion which they pofleffed muft ever decide the wiftics 
as well as the intereft of Ireland to perpetuate the 
harmony, the ftability and glory of the empire. To 
this addrefs there were but two diflentients. 

Addresses were like wife prefcnted by parlia- 
ment to the lord lieutenant expreffive of their very 
thankful acknowledgements for the aftive part he 
had taken in this interefting bufmefs. The com- 
mons, in proof of their loyalty and of the generous 

fentiments 
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fentiments with which they were infpircd by the 
moft agreeable change about to take place in our fi- 
tuation, voted a hundred thoufand pounds to his 
Majefty to enable him to raife twenty thoufand men 
for the navy. Shortly after, they likewife voted that 
five thoufand troops (hould be fent to his afliftance, 
of our eftablilhment. 

A CONVICTION that no doubts were to be enter- 
tained of the fincerity of government and that we 
were now to be compleatly emancipated made on 
every mind, in all parts of the kingdom, the deep- 
eft impreflion. Nothing was to be heard but the 
language of joy and mutual congratulation. 

The glorious efforts of our Volunteers, were in a 
peculiar manner, the objedt of gratitude and the 
theme of univerfal panegyrlck. Every benefaftor 
of the nation, in proportion to his exertions in the 
Common caufe, was the fubjet\ of praife. But none 
was placed in fo* confpicuous a point of view as Mr. 
Grattan. This fa^iful fenator had always main- 
tained a moft refpedlable charadter, but from the 
commencement of the prefent ftruggle for liberty, 
he ftcpped forth as the moft ftrenuous advocate of 
our rights, in defence of which, his great abilities, his 
eloquence and perfevering firmnefs fhined with a 
brilliant luftre. His countrymen, by warm and re- 
peated expreffions of applaufe had animated him to 
perfevere. On the prefent occafion^ addrefles of 
thanks conveying the ftron^eft fentiments of efteem 
and gratitude, flowed in upon him from all quarters. 
From the commons, he received a proof of grati- 
tude, honourable in the higheft degree and more 
fubftantial. They addreffed the King to give him 
fifty thoufand pounds as a recompenfe of his fervi- 
ees, for which they engaged to make provifion. 
This requeft was complied with. 

But 
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Bu T that perfect confidence of freedom, and the 
joy which had hitherto pervaded the nation was 
very foon interrupted. When it was found that the 
intended repeal of the declaratory adt, was to be a 
fimple repeal, without any expreflion relinquifliing 
the claim contained in it of a right in Britain to 
make laws to bind us, fome members of the houfc 
of commons declared,, that they did not think ira 
competent fccurity againft future encroachments^ 
Mr. Flood was of this opinion, in fupport of which, 
his eloquence and diftinguiflied abilities were called 
forth into the ftrongcft exertions. But the com* 
mons, almoft unanimoufly, continued in the perfua- 
fion, that a fimple repeal of the obnoxious ad, with 
the other meafures to be adopted in favour of Irc^ 
land, was to be confidered as a com pleat emancipa^ 
tion. A number of the people began now to enter- 
tain different fentiments. It is natural for thofe 
whofe rights have been violated, to be fufpicious of 
the defigns of the oppreflbr, in any tranfadion not 
fo perfeftly clear as to exclude #1 doubt, efpecially 
if it refpefts the relinquifhment of a power which 
the latter has long exercifed. In this jundture, to 
preferve unanimity, it was thought moft expedient 
to call provincial meetings of the Volunteers, to give 
them an opportunity of declaring their fentiments, 
which there was reafon to fuppofe would have a 
powerful influence. Accordingly, delegates from 
Leinller met the nineteenth of June ; thofe of Ul- 
ftcr aflembled at Dungannon, two days after. Both 
meetings agreed upon an addrefs to the King, in 
which their views and fentiments, refpedlirig the 
principal point, appeared to be the fame. They 
coincided in declaring to his Majefty, that in confer 
quence of the addreffes of the Irifh parliament hav- 
ing difclaimed all power and ^uthoiity whatever in 
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the parliament of England over this country, they 
would confider an unqualified and unconditional re- 
peal of the fixth of George the Firft by the Britifh 
parliament, made in confequence of the faid addref- 
fes, as a compleat renunciation of the principle and 
of the claims contained in the faid ftatute, and as 
fuch would accept and deem it fatisfadtory. 

Five gentlemen of their number were appointed 
by the delegates of Ulftcr to pefent their addrefs to 
his Majefty. Addrefles were likewife agreed upon 
to the Lord Lieutenant, to Lord Charlemont and to 
Mr. Grattan. 

Lord Charlemont was elefted commander in 
chief of the Volunteers of this province. This was 
the higheft poflible mark of refpeA which they could 
bellow on this diftinguifhed nobleman. Perhaps no 
fubjedl ever received equal honours to thof<? already 
conferred upon him by the Volunteers of Ulfter. 
He was their greateft favourite. They had fre- 
quently chofen him reviewing general and prefented 
him with addreffes equally expreffive of afFedionate 
efteem, gratitude and veneration. He was well en- 
titled to every honor and to every expreffion of 
regard in their power. For he oppofed venality 
and laboured to ferve his country at a time when he 
had few to fupport him and when the approbation 
of his own mind was his only reward. Withjhe 
firft opening of our late glorious profpjid be em- 
ployed his diftinguifhcH abilities and his influehce, 
■with animated zeal in the public fervite ; he re- 
doubled his efforts, improved every circumftance 
conducive to the redrefs of our grievances with a 
fpirit and perfeverance which has entitled him, in 
an eminent degree, to the honourable character of 
a faviour of his country. 
. Vol., II. h% Thr 
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The delegates of Connaught met likewife* 
They alfo tranfmitted an addrefs to the King, th<i 
principle of which, refpedling the declaratory adt, 
was the fame with that of the Leihfter and Ulfter 
addrefles, but it contained this remarkable expref- 
fion. ** A revival of the claims, in Britain, cither 
of external or internal legiflation, would for ever 
fever the two countries." 

At the m'^eting which took place fome time after 
of the Volunteers of Munfter nothing was done* 
Though there were no diffcntients at Dungannon, 
there was a large number not fatisfied with the prin- 
ciple of the addrefs, but they thought it their duty 
on that occafion, to facrifice their private opinion to 
unanimity. From the Connaught addrefs feveral* 
corps diffented. When the Munfter Volunteers af- 
fembled, the difcontented were numerous. This 
was the reafon which induced them' to think it moft 
expedient to make no public declaration of their 
fentiments. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XCVI. 

THE feflion of parliament ended about the 
middle of Summer. Before it rofe, thefe bills 
received the royal aflent. 

A BILL to empower the lord lieutenant, or other 
chief governor or governors and council of this 
kingdom, for the time being, to certify all fuch bills 
and none other as both houfes of parliament (hall 
judge expedient to be enadted in this kingdom, to 
his Majefty his heirs and fucceffors, under the great 
feal of Ireland, without addition, diminution or al- 
teration : All fuch bills thus tranfmitted and re- 
turned under the great feai <^ Great Britain, without 
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addition, diminution or alteration, and non€ other 
to pafs in the parliament of this kingdom : No bill 
neceffary to be certified into Gteat Britain as a 
caufe of confidctaticn for holding a parliament in 
Ireland. 

A B I L L to limit the mutiny aft to two years and 
to repeal the other obnoxiotis parts of the late ft^ 
tute. 

A BILL enafting that, from henceforth, all erro»- 
neous judgments, orders arid decrees fhall be finally* 
examined and reformed in the high court of parlia- 
ment in this kingdom only, and that, for this pur** 
pofe, the lord lieutenant, or other chief governor, or 
governors, (hall and may grant warrants for fealing 
writs of error returnable iMo parliament. 

An habeas corpus law, and one for rendering the 
judges independent of the crown were alfo ena<^ed* 

A NUMBER of people in this country held their 
cftates by the authority of Englifh laws, to quiet 
their miijds, an a6t likewife pafled impreffing thefe 
Britifh ftatutes with the fandion of the Irifh If gifla-*' 
ture. Tnefe \yere advantages, all of which were 
iiighly neceflary to our liberty, fome of them more 
eminently effential to it; but, until this glorious pe- 
riod of freedom, we had contended for them iii 
vain. 

• The following laws were enacted refpedling Ro- 
man Catholics. 

By an adt pafled in feventeen hundred and fe- 
venty eight, Roman Catholics were empowered t6 
take Icafes, for any term of years, not exceeding 
nine hundred and ninety nine, or for any term of 
years determinable on any number of lives not ex^ 
ceeding five. They were now enabled to purchafe 
or take by grant, limitation, defcent or devife, any 
lands, tenements or hereditaments in this kingdom, 
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with certain exceptions, and to difpofc of them by 
will or otherwife, to defcend according to the courfe 
of common law, devifeablc and transferable in like 
manner as the lands of Protcftants. By the fame 
law, certain penal adls refpcfting the hearing and 
the celebrating of mafs, forbidding Roman Catho- 
lics to keep a horfe of or above the value of five 
pounds, empowering grand juries to levy from 
them, in their refpedtive diftriAs, money to the 
amount of fuch loflcs as were fuftained by the de^- 
predations of privateers, requiring them to provide, 
in towns, Proteftant watchmen, and forbidding them 
to inhabit the city of Limerick or fuburbs, were re- 
pealed. 

So much of former a<fts as forbad them to teach 
fchool publicly, or to inftruft youth, of their own 
profeffion, in private, was alfo repealed and a law 
cna<5ted to permit them to have the guardianfliip the 
care and tuition of their own children. 

Thus were Roman Catholics, by the equity of 
our legiflature, to the honor of Proteftants and of 
the prefent diftinguifhed period, reftored to thefe 
privileges, of which, during a long feafon of oppref- 
fion, they had been moft unjuftly deprived. It is 
not merely the advantages they have now obtained, 
which encourage them to be pleafed with their fituar 
tion and to look forward with comfort to happier 
days. Their moft flattering profpedl arifes from the 
fpirit of the times. This, which was cherifhed and 
difFufed by the Dungannon refolutions, operates 
ftrongly in their favour. The unwife policy of in- 
juring their rights is now pretty clearly underftood. 
Unchriftian bigotry with refpeA to them has loft 
much of it's influence. Proteftants are difpofed to 
treat them kindly and have pleafure in the thought 
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that their circumftances will be rendered, in fomc 
time, conducive, in all refpedls, to their happinefs. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XCVII. 

TH E aft repealing the fixth of George the Firft 
had now paffed the Britilh legiflature and ar- 
rived in Ireland. It was in thefe words. *^ Whereas 
an aft was pafTed in the fixth year of the reign of 

his late Majefty, King George the Firft, entitled, 
an adt for the better fecuring the dependency of the 
kingdom of Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain, 
may it pleafe your moft excellent Majefty that it be 
cnaAed, and be it enaAed by the King's moft excel- 
lent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of 
the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons in this 
prefent parliament aflembled and by the authority 
of the fame, that from and after the paffing of this 
aft, the above mentioned aft and the feveral matters 
and things therein contained, (hall be and is and arc 
hereby repealed." Notwithftanding the addreffes of 
the Volunteers of the three provinces, the difpute 
which had commenced in refpeft to this aft, as a 
competent fecurity of our exclufive legiflative rights 
became every day more warm and univerfal. But 
no change, had taken place, concerning this quefti- 
on, among our reprcfentatives, a few excepted. 
The laft time the point was debated in the houfe of 
commons it was determined in the affirmative, with 
only fix diflenting voices. 

The reafbns which fupported their opinion and 
for fome time at firft were confidered as conclufive 
by a great majority of the nation, were, that the 
declaratory law with it's claims were pointed out In 
the addrefs of our parliament, in the moft exprefs 
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ter-ns, as the grievance of all others the moft mtolc-* 
rahlp to Iiiflimen ; that the unreferved, unconditi- 
onal repeal of that law, in confequence, with all 
tht circumftanccs attending it, could, with fair- 
nefs, be conftrued in no other fenfe than as a dif- 
avowal on the part of Britain, of every claim to 
bind us, in future, by her laws ; that Britain muft 
know that to do away the law and yet retain the 
claim, would be no wife confiftent with his Ma- 
jefty's declaration, that all our grievances ftiould be 
redreffed ; that if an Englifh law^ pretending authoh 
rity to bind this nation, had exifted, antecedent to 
the declaratory a6l, a fimple repeal of it would have 
been infufficient, but that no fuch law did exift, thcrc^. 
fore the repeal ought to be adequate to our wifties j 
that as the fixth of George the Firft aflerted that 
England, had, hath, and, of right ought to have a 
power to make laws to bind Ireland, the repeal of it 
was equal to a d'^claration that England bad not^ 
hath not and ought not to have a power to bind us^ 
in future. They faid that to fuppofe the declara* 
tion to be done away and that the ^laim, which was 
the thing declared, remained, was altogether ab- 
furd i that the honor and good faith of England were 
folemnly pledged to us in the eyes of Europe, on 
which, if we could not rely, no additional fecurity 
would be of any ufe to us; that with relation to 
what is called legal fecurity, our fituation was quite 
different from that of individuals under the fame 
government, to decide whofc differences a common 
tribunal is provided, but with refpe<fl to England and 
us, there was no tribunal but the world, -in whofe 
judgment, that country could not be rendered more 
criminal if fhe violated her faith as already pledged 
to this nation ; that refpedling all the particulars con-^ 
tai^d in our addrefs^ the kuigdom Wj^s committed^ 
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to deviate from which by advancing new claims 
upon England, would be injurious to our national 
dignity and to good faith, the breach of which was 
fetting before England a bad example in relation to 
her own engagements. They farther added, that 
not to teft fatisficd with the removal of the griev^ 
ance, but to infift upon our filler country making a 
mortifying acknowledgement of her paft injufticc, 
was a humiliation, to which-it was unreafonable to 
fuppofe her pride would fufFer her to fubmit and 
which, confidexing her prefent ftate of weaknefs and 
repentance, would call a difhonourable reflexion on 
our generofity. Ingenuous refinements had nothing 
to do with the Iiilh conftitution which we were not 
to look for in the Britilh ftatute books but in the 
ancient privileges of the kingdom ; thefe w« muft 
proteft, not by written agreements but by our own 
fpirit and force ; that a confcioufnefs of freedom and 
a determined refolution to defend it were true dig- 
nity and our only bulwark; that to faife fcruples 
with refpedl to our prefent fituation was weak and 
tended to furnifli England with arguments which Ihe 
Xtnght afterwards ufe to our prejudice. 

It was admitted, by thofe on the other fide, that 
the declaratory law with it's claims injurious to our 
rights, were fully Hated in the addrefs to the tlirone, 
but they denied that this involved an obligation of 
refting fatisfied with a fimple repeal of it, as the 
word repeal or any term fpecifying our wiflies in 
refpeft to it were not mentioned in the ftatement 
of our grievances. They argued, that the parlia- 
ment called for a total emancipation from the 
lifurped authority of the British legiflature ; if there- 
fore the r^quifition was not complied with in all it*s 
^rts, inftead of being our duty, it would be crimi- 
nal to be fatisficd 5 that the repeal was not unquali* 
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fied, for had it been fo, it would have taken away ' 
every thing obnoxious to our conftitution, inftead of 
this, it had refer ved the aflumed authority of all 
things mbft inconfiftent with it ; that whatever were 
the circumftances connefted with the addrefs, Eng- 
land muft know and every unprejudiced Iriftiman 
muft fee, that a fimple repeal of a declaratory a£k, 
extended no farther than to a repeal of the decla- 
ration, and that nothing would be more improper 
than to reft our privileges upon conftrudlion, which 
ought to be afcertained in the fulleft, the cleareft 
and moft exprefs terms. They pleaded that the 
repeal of an ena<Sting law, took away that which, 
antecedent to the repeal, was law ; that the repeal 
of a declaratory law did not afFeft the principle, but 
left it in full force j that the principle of the <lecla-; 
ratory law in queftion was the claim of a right to 
make laws to bind Ireland which ftill exifted, and, if 
not renounced by England, might, at a future day, 
be revived to forge new chains for this country. 
They faid, that it was nothing to the purpofe for us 
to deny that any prior law exifted of which the 
fixth of George the Firft was declaratory ; England,j 
the }x>wer againft which we were to guard, aiferted 
it; it was aflerted by fome of her ; moft celebrated 
lawyers ; in many cafes the aflumed right had been 
cxercifed, examples of which, in a number of adks 
yet unrepealed, were to be found, at this day, in the 
Britifh ftatute books. This appears, they obferved, 
fiom the very law in queftion, the title of it being 
" A law for better fecuring the dependence of Ire- 
land on the Britifti crown/' if there was no fuppofcd 
antecedent dependence of this country on Great 
Britain by law, by the exercife of a clsum of right 
or authority, thefe words have no meaning. It was 
their opinion, that the fiiith of England was not (b 
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pledged, that her obligation not to injure us in fu- 
ture could not be heightened, for if to the fimple 
repeal, even with all the circumftances attending it, 
were added a renunciation of the principle, fhe 
would then be bound in the eyes of the world, not 
indireftly or by implication, but exprcfsly and fo- 
lemnly, and therefore. In point of honor, would be 
more powerfully reftrained from breaking the obli- 
gation ; that it was injurious to ourfelves and to our 
pofterity not to guard againft the future violation of 
our rights, by obtaining the greateft poffible fecu^ 
rity ; that legal fecurity, of all others the beft, might 
be obtained by nations under the fame crown ; that 
fuch was the fecurity which England gave to Scot- 
land at the union ; it had never been infringed ; it 
had remained an impregnable defence of their liber- 
ties. Great Britain had offered to renounce all 
claims of a power to bind America, why then did 
ftie nofpart with her affumed authority in refpeft to 
us ? To decline infilling upon this, from a regard to 
the pride of England, was, in their eyes, falfe deli- 
cacy. The pride of England, fay they, is the pride 
of power, which liad been cherilhed by a feries of 
ufurpations on the rights of our conftitution, to 
which, every regard to juftice and to our preferva- 
tion required it (hould now be facrificed ; Great Bri- 
tain had no claim at prefent upon our gratitude or 
generous feehngs, as (he had not treated us with af- 
fedion or even with juftice, in the day of her prof- 
perity. If in the feafon of England's weaknefs, 
when fo many circumftances combined in their fa- 
vour, Iriftimen did not aflert, efFedtually, their own 
rights, the opportunity would, in a ftiort time, be 
loft for ever. 

In this difpute, the point was not whether we 
(hould be fatisfied with any thing (hort of the full 
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rc-eftablifliment of our rights^ that wc flwuld not, 
all parties were agreed ; the qiieftion entirely was, 
whether we were actually free ? That thofe difpofed 
to acquiefce in the repeal, who alone were liable to 
fufpicion, did not defign to give up any fecurity of 
our privileges, is evident, for in that number were 
to be found the firft charaAers in the nation, men 
whom ihe will ever boaft of as her pride and orna- 
ment, who had exerted every nerve to promote our 
intereft, and in whofe abilities and integrity the 
people had placed the higheft confidence. 

Besides the arguments mentioned above, feveral 
matters occurred, during the courfe of the debate, 
which had influence in adding to the number of 
thofe who were diflatisfied with our fituation. 

An Englifti law permitting a liberty of importa^ 
tion from one of the Weil Iiviia Iflands taken from 
us during the war, mentioned, as affefted by it^ alt 
bis Majefty'is dominions, and, of courfe, i«ctuded 
Ireland ; this, though faid to have been owing to a 
clerical error and a law of the fame import was en- 
afted by our legiflature, made an unfavourable ira- 
preffion, in refpe<Sk to the intentions of the Britifh 
parliament towards this counitry. Great offence 
was taken at a member of the Englifti houfe of lord* 
for a fpeech in parliament in which he afferted, that 
Great Britain had a right to bind Ireland by her 
kws in matters of an external nature and propofed 
to bring in a bill to that purpofe. Some circum- 
ftances, with refped to it, were at firft mifundet- 
flood, particularly obnoxious, which cnfiamcd the 
public difcontent. Lord Beauchamp, one of the 
Englifti commons, a nobleman who had uniformly 
fupported the rights of this country, in a lett« ad- 
dreffed to one of our refpeftable Volunteer corps, 
took much pains to ftiew that the fecurity of our te- 
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giflativc privileges which we had obtained from the 
Britifli parliament^ was infufficient. This alfo made 
cpnverts. The fentiments of the lawyers corps who 
had taken the queftion into confederation and gave 
it as their opinion that our privileges were yet infe- 
cure, produced a fimilar efFedV. But there was a cir- 
cumftance which, of all others, created uneafmefs, as 
it was thought to be a convincing proof, that a far- 
ther adjuftment with England was indifpenfibly ne- 
ceffary.. The Irifh acl for reforming erroneous judg- 
ments in our own parliament was extended to all 
caufes depending in England pofterior to the firft 
of June. Direcflly in the face of this law, the chief 
juftice of the Englifti court of king's bench retained 
and gave judgment in an Irifh caufe, fubfequent 
to that period. From thefe reafons and cirumftan- 
qes the ftrength of the party diffatisfied with the 
p'cfent fecurity of our rights, daily encreafed. But 
the caufe of difTatisfaftion with the conduft of Eng- 
land in refpedt to the repeal of the declaratory a£l 
and the wifhed for fecurity of our legiflative privi- 
leges was foon to be removed. 

The death of the Marquifs of Rockingham, who 
was the bond of union and the great fupport of the 
prefent rainiflry, occafioned feveral of them to retire* 
The Duke of Portland reftgned, and Lord Temple, 
whofe patriotic adminiftration has been univerfally 
admired, came to prefide in the affairs of Ireland. 
His brother and fecretary Mr. Grenville went to 
England and made fuch reprefentations of tlie dif- 
contents which prevailed here concerning the infufH* 
ciency of the repeal of the declaratory ad, that Mr. 
Towlhend, one of the fecretaties of ftate, moved in 
tlie houfe of commons for leave to bring in a bill to 
remove from the minds of the people of this coun- 
try all doubts fefpciliqg their legiflative and judicial 
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privileges. It was granted. The bill which paffcd 
into a law contained in the fuUeft and moft explicit 
terms, a relinquifliment, on the part of the Britifti 
legiflature, of all claims of a right to interfere with 
the judgment of our courts or to make laws to bind 
Ireland in future* 

' Thus ended a conteft that involved in it every 
thing dear to the hearts of freemen, in which the 
fpirit of the Irifh nation, favoured by a concurrence 
of the moft fortunate circumftances, was called forth 
into exertions admired by Europe and which will re- 
fled upon our country immortal horior. 

Farewell 

LETTER XCVni. 

I^ROM the reviews of laft Summer which were 
more i^kndid than thofe of the two preceding 
years, it appeared that the Volunteers had ftill en- 
creafed, that they had begun to be furnifhed with 
camp equipage, were in many places provided in ar- 
tillery, and had confiderably improved in difcipRne, 
They continue to be remarkable for the fame 
ftriAnefs and regularity of conduft, for the fame 
regard to order and the fame warmth of patriotifm^ 
by which, from the beginning, they have been fa 
honourably confpicuous. As the falvation of their 
country has, principally, been the fruits and the re- 
ward of their aftonifhing efforts, it is the earneft 
wifli iand the flattering hope of the moft virtuous and 
the wifeft in the nation, that a regard, to it*s future 
fecurity, will induce them to retain their military 
charafter, to keep on foot their aflbciations, and to 
continue thofe exercifes neceflary to preferve the 
knowledge of the ufe of arms. The kingdom be- 
ing delivered from the apprehertSon of foreign in v.a* 
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lion and, vrith refpcft to Britain, reinftated in it's 
rights, the caufes which led them to unite have at 
prcfent ceafed. Thus gratified and the objctft of 
their efFortsi being no longer immediately in view, 
there is danger of their finking into that ftate of fe- 
curity and inadion to which the mind is prone af- 
ter having been raifed above it's ufuai ftate by more 
vigorous exertions. But this illuftrious band fliould 
never ceafe to remember that as it was the power of 
England which enflaved our privileges, it was it's 
decline, accelerated by the operation of our force, 
which gave us an opportunity of refcuing them 
from deftrudtion, therefore (hould that force ceafe 
to exert itfelf and a ftate of weaknefs enfue, we 
Jiave only the faith of nations to fecure the enjoy- 
ment of thofc rights for which we have fo glorioulljr 
contended. 

When a fenfe of re<aitude is the only fupport 
of the faith of nations, what confidence is to be 
placed in it by the weaker party, let the hiftqry of 
,thc worid determine. You have feen that England 
granted us Magna Charta and on many occafions 
ratified our privileges, yet, in the periods of her 
ftrength and of our weaknefs, (lie violated our nati- 
onal independence and rendered thofe efforts ne^ 
ceffary which have produced the prefent revolution. 

The motives of ftates and empires are totally 
different from thofe v/hich influence the conduct of 
individuals- In their tranfadtions with each other, 
policy is the rule of action. When compelled by 
neceffity, they give up the gratifications of pride, of 
avarices or ambition; whenever an encreafe of 
ftrength prefents them with an opportunity, they 
feize it and refume them. 

It is painful to exprefs a thought tending to al- 
lay our joy and congratulations ; but Iriihmen fhould 
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be wife, that our recovered freedom, the caufe of 
eur rejoicings may be Jafting. 

Ireland now appears to the world in an ho* 
nourable light ; by her magnanimity fhe has com-- 
manded not only refpeft from the nations but admi- 
ration; this fhould encourage her fons to maintain 
by their fpirit and by unremitting watchfulnefs, the 
rank to which fhe is reftored. They fhould like- 
wife be animated to this by the accefffon of the Rod- 
man Catholics to the national force, 

A DIVIDED people muft always be infecure, De* 
ftitute of ftrength, a^ common enemy finds them aii 
eafy conqueft. Whilft the Roman Catholics were 
borne down by oppreffion, whflft no ray of light 
was (bed upon their profpeft, and they had nothing 
to gain, it was not to be fuppofed that upon any 
occafion they would aflill in fupport of the eonftituir 
tion. Being now (harers in it*6 privileges and cer^- 
tain that their patriotifm will not lofe it*s reward, 
the defence of our rights, to them and to their Pror>- 
teflant fellov/ fubje<5ls, v/ill be a common caufe. 
Their mutual jealoufies having in a great meafure 
fubfided, it is to be hoped that they will daily be 
more difpofed to treat- each other with mutual confi- 
dence.- One caufe of their paft alienation, which 
can never be removed, (bould ceafe to operate, 
Roman Catholics have regretted, with much difla- 
tisfadlion, that Proteftants enjoy the inheritance 
of their forefathers. But, in matters of proper- 
ty, there is a prefcription which conftitutes right. 
Length of pofleflion, which, in this cafe, Proteftants 
have to plead, has conveyed to the prefent occupi- 
ers, an equitable title to landjs, whofe progenitors 
obtained them by injuftice. Befides, many fettle- 
ments taken from the Irifli have not defcended to 
Proteftants in a dixtA line. Transferred, by pur- 
chafe 
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cTiafc alnd a variety of legal conveyances, they are 
held by a tenure very different, and one which 
<wi no pretence can be difpnted. The monks ap- 
plied to the Catholic affembly met at Kilkenny m 
fixteen hundred and forty two, for reftitution of all 
the poffeflions taken from Proteftants, but the af- 
fembly refufed to comply with their defire, for this 
reafon, among others, ** becaufe the fame was the 
inheritance of divers, bought for valuable confidera- 
tions, much of it fettled for jointures and allowed 
by the bulls of Cardinal Pole.'* Were pofleflion un- 
interrupted from the earlicft period by any unjuft 
encroachment, neceffary to eftablilh the right of the 
prefent occupier, the Roman Catholics could have 
no claim to property in this kingdom. A great ma- 
jority of them are the defcendants of the Englifh 
adventurers who robbed the natives of their rights ; 
the reft of them, who derive their origin from the 
Milefians, know, that thefe emigrants were juftified 
by no equitable motive when they invaded Ireland. 
Were claims of property fujTered to have a re- 
trofpeft beyond a certain period, there is not a na"^ 
tion of the world that would not be involved in in- 
extricable confufion, and, in which, injuftice would 
not opprefs a multitude of individuals. 

Protestant Diflenters, whofe breafts have al- 
ways glowed with an ardent zeal for the liberties of 
their country, who, on every occafion, have firm- 
ly refilled the encroachments of arbitrary power 
and who ftrenuoufly difplayed their native love of 
freedom during the whole of the late glorious con- 
teft, have now an additional motive to aflift in the 
defence of our national rights. The teft aft, by 
which they were unjuftly excluded from offices of 
truft under the crown, was repealed the feffion of 

parliament 
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parliament prior to the laft, and they are now,' m 
this refpcft, reinftated in the privileges of citizens. 

But whiift Irifhmen, without diftinftion, unite to 
maintaia the conftitution, they (hould enlarge their 
views and endeavour to reform it. With all it's 
boafted excellence, it labours under imperfedtions 
hoftile to the rights of freemen. The reprefenta- 
tion of the people in the great national fenate, is, in 
many inftances, arbitrary, partial and inadequate. 

So long as a majority of the commons is com- 
pofcd of members for boroughs, which, compared 
with the nation at large, are infignificant, and where 
a few individuals devoted to the felfifii and impe- 
rious will of a ftill fmaller number of abfolute gran- 
dees, have the fole power of eleftion, a fpirit of ve- 
nality muft pervade the political fyftem. To extir- 
pate this radical evil, to procure fuch an addition to 
the commons as will render them the real and more 
equal reprefentatives of the people, to eftablifli a 
mode of eleftion which would place the freehold te- 
nantry, upon fuch occafions, beyond the cognizance 
and the power of landlords who ufurp a moft un- 
righteous domination over their liberty and the dicr 
tates of their confcience, are objefts which fhould 
engage the fpirited and perfevering efforts of every 
friend to the true intereft of his country. If ihey 
Avere obtained and our parliament ftill more limited 
in it's duration, we might flatter ourfelves with the 
hope of enjoying not only external but internal 
freedom. We might hope that as the parliament of 
England have relinquilhed all claim of legiflative 
authority over us, her minifters and our own would 
ceafe to corrupt our reprefentatives. Then the ba- 
lance of the conftitution would be preferved, which, 
at prefent, is injured by an ariftocratical influence 
that deftroys the freedom of the legiflative body 

and 
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and extends through all the departments of ftate. 
Men dependent on the crown by places and penfi* 
ons would not have a voice in parliament, Provi- 
fion would be made for the fupport of Irilh ambaf- 
fadors at foreign courts who would pay more atten- 
tion to our interefts, efpecially to commercial trant 
aftions, which are of fo much confequence to our 
profpcrity, than thofe fent from a country whofe 
concerns they muft always prefer to thofe in which 
the advantage of this kingdom is involved. From 
St regard to the fafety of Ireland in future, to fup^ 
port it's independence and to prevent difputes with 
England, which has relinquiflied for ever all claim 
to power in refpeft to our maritime affairs, fuch a 
naval force would be eftablilhed as would be fuffici* 
ent, in time of war, to proteij our trjjide and our 
coafts from the depredations of our enemies. Our 
laws would be revifed. Thofe which relate to 
crimes would be foftened in the puniftiments they 
inflift fo as not to violate the principles of juftice 
and humanity. The revenue laws which are fo 
hoftile to the rights of the fubjeft that they ought 
not to be tolerated in a free ftate, would be entirely 
changed. The price of land having reduced multi^ 
tudes to a ftute of wretchednefs would be reduced up^ 
on the fame principle which has confined the value of 
other articles within the limits of moderation^. 
That we might reap the expedled advantage from 
pur extended liberty of conomerce, ftatutes wouW 
be enabled to cherifli our arts, trades and manufac- 
tures. In equalizing the duties upon articles im*- 
ported froni the Weft Indies, a due regjir^d would 
be paid to the relative fituation and riches of 
England and this country, that the change whigh 
has taken place in that branch of trade^ may be bo*^ 
©eficial apd not hurtful to us. 



its tHE HISTOftY 

Ip the |5eople wer^ fairly reprefehted in ihi gr«if 
Tegiflative council, the members eleddd by •thera 
could not have an ititereft ftparatc ffoni that of 
\ fheir conftituents, and thefe, with every other kd- 

vantage, would be obtained, conducive to national 
profperity. The influence of a rniniftet whofe uti- 
conftitutional principles and meafures of govern* 
Itient have tarniftied the gldry and fhaken the foun- 
dations of the Britifh ernpire, has rendered unfuc^ 
defsful the late attempt to reform the parKament of 
England ; This, inftead of difcooiraging, ffiould fur- 
liifli us with a new motive to be ftrertuou6 tn plur- 
luit of the fame objcft, as it is an additional proof 
df the pollutiofi of a fource from whence have flowed 
upon tis large ftreams of corruption. It would be 
Honourable to encreafe the reputation we have al- 
ready acquired by fetting before our filler cotmtry, 
ih this inftancc, an example of public virtue. Irifh- 
liien united in their defines and exertions for afccom-^ 
plifhing thts teflential im'provenicnt of the cc^ftitur 
tion, mull be fuccefsfuL 

Tkt period of returning to p4r!iameftt iie^ 
liiembers faft approaches. Shofuld thofe chofen by 
the counties and independent boroughs, though the 
ttlindrity, be men of approved integrity, their ef- 
forts infpiritcd by the infttufttons of their conftitu- 
erits and fupported by the general voice, would bfe 
itrefiftible. An incentive morfc glorious cannot bfe 
conceived. Never wai there a time when the pub- 
Kg mind was fo well prepared for being adluated by 
it's utmoft force. The vigour and the fentimentis 
>^hich Have wrought for lis fo great and fo tmex- 
pefted a deliverance flibuid animate oUr ftcehold- 
eVs to fpurri every attempt of connexions or of 
l56wer to make therti prdftittite their votes ; fhoiild 
teach them, on the day df eledtion^ to tJc^rtiine the 

•* • <toj<ifta 
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objects of their choice with an attentive, difcrimi- 
nating eye, and to rcjed with indignation the fer- 
vile inftruments of venality and corruption. If the 
flame of patriotifm which, for almoft five years, 
has burned in the breafts of our people with fo pure 
and fo bright a luftrc be not permitted to die^ if 
Irifhmen continue to be juft to themfelves, what a 
coincidence of circumftanccs difFufe a cheering light 
upon our profpedl ! Emancipated from foreign bon^ 
dage ; by the bleffing of peace, our intercourfe, 
with new advantages, opened with the fevcral na- 
tions of Europe, with Africa, with the Weft Indies, 
with our brethren in America, who, after a glorious 
ftruggle, haye, with us, attained the accomplifh- 
ment of their wiflies. 

May that Omnipotent Providence whofe fignal 
interpofition in our favour Ihould .warm our hearts 
with gratitude, diredt us to a wife and virtuous 
improvement of his gifts ; may he continue to 
fliine upon our land and to guard it from all it^s 
enemies; may he cherifli and invigorate the fpirit 
of the nation ; may he eftablifli and preferve to us 
the bleffings of peace and liberty and tranfmit them 
to the latcft pofterity, 

Farewell. 



FINIS. 



